
 

 

 
 

 

Plan for Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services 

Section 1: Introduction 

The purpose of the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief 

(ESSER) III Fund is to help safely reopen and sustain the safe operation of schools and address the impacts of 

COVID-19 on the nation’s students by addressing students’ academic, social, emotional, and mental health 

needs. This plan describes how Williamsburg-James City County Schools will maintain the health and safety of 

students, educators, and other school and division staff during and following the return to full in-person 

instruction. Questions about this plan should be directed to Daniel Keever, Chief Operating Officer, WJCC 

Schools. 

 

Forward WJCC Schools Webpage: https://wjccschools.org/forward/ 

 

Section 2: Maintaining Health and Safety 

WJCC Schools has taken and will continue to take actions to ensure the health and safety of students, educators, 

and other school and division staff during and following the return to full in-person instruction. 

 

Key prevention measures are detailed via this weblink: https://wjccschools.org/wp- 

content/uploads/2021/08/WJCC-COVID-19-Prevention-Measures.pdf 

 

In addition, WJCC Schools has adopted policies on each of the following safety recommendations established by 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Virginia Department of Health (VDH). 

 
• In accordance with August 2021 Emergency Health Order - Universal and correct wearing of masks for 

all students, staff, and school visitors https://wjccschools.org/forward/health-plans/ 

• Modifying facilities to allow for physical distancing where possible (e.g., use of cohorts/podding) 

https://wjccschools.org/forward/ 

• Handwashing and respiratory etiquette https://wjccschools.org/forward/health-plans/ 

• Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities, including improving ventilation 

https://wjccschools.org/forward/cleaning-safety/ 

• Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine, in collaboration with the State, local, 

territorial, or Tribal health departments https://wjccschools.org/about-wjcc/covid-19-dashboard/ 

• Diagnostic screening and testing: WJCC Schools is participating in the ViSSTA Testing Program and 

also providing BinaxNow tests for use at home 

https://wjccschools.org/forward/vissta/ 

https://wjccschools.org/newsroom/binaxnow-testing/ 

• Efforts to provide vaccinations to school communities 

https://wjccschools.org/newsroom/do-your-part-get-your-covid-19-vaccine/ 

https://wjccschools.org/newsroom/covid-19-vaccines-for-children-ages-5-to-11/ 

https://wjccschools.org/newsroom/covid-19-vaccine-clinic-saturday-nov-20/ 

• Appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to health and safety policies 

https://wjccschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Return-to-Learn-Instructional-Plan.pdf 

https://wjccschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/American-Rescue-Plan-ARP-Act-Elementary-and- 

Secondary-School-Emergency-Relief-ESSER-III-Formula-Fund-Grant.pdf 
https://wjccschools.org/academics/special-education/ 
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• Coordination with state and local health officials https://wjccschools.org/about-wjcc/covid-19-dashboard/ 

https://wjccschools.org/forward/health-plans/ 
 

Section 3: Continuity of Services 

WJCC Schools has taken and will continue to take actions to ensure continuity of services, including but not 

limited to services to address students’ academic needs and students’ and staff social, emotional, mental health, 

and other needs. 

 

https://wjccschools.org/forward/ 

https://wjccschools.org/students/school-counseling-programs/school-counseling-program-information/ 
 

Section 4: Opportunity for Public Comment 

In developing the ARP ESSER Plan, WJCC Schools sought public input and took such input into account as 

described below. 

 

WJCC completed a survey of all families, staff and the community in June 2021. In addition, a public hearing was 

held on Tuesday, August 17, 2021. 

 

Section 5: Periodic Review and Revision of Plan 

During the period of the ARP ESSER award (until September 2023), WJCC Schools will periodically review 

and, as needed, revise its plan for the safe return to in-person instruction and continuity of services. The plan 

will be reviewed at least every six months, and WJCC Schools will seek and take into account public input 

during the review process. Plan revisions will address updated CDC, VDH, and Virginia Department of 
Education guidance on safely reopening schools, if/as issued. 

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/health_medical/covid-19/recover-redesign-restart.shtml 
 

Section 6: Making the Plan Available to the Public 

WJCC Schools has taken the following steps to make this plan available to the public: 

• The plan is posted here 

• The plan will be available in the two primary languages spoken by families in the division (Spanish and 

English) 

• The plan may be orally translated for parents. Contact Office of Communications and Engagement at 

(757) 603-6400 to request translation; and 

• Upon request, a parent who is an individual with a disability as defined by the ADA may be provided 

with the plan in an alternative format accessible by contacting Office of Communications and 

Engagement at (757) 603-6400 
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