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UPCOMING EVENTS

APRIL
10-18 Operation Gratitude Drive
17-21 Military Child Spirit Week
18

Dress Up for Flag Day
th

MAP Testing - 6 Grade Reading
19

MAP Testing - 7th Grade Reading

21

Purple Up Day
GLOW UP Middle School Dance,
Toano MS, 6:30-9:00 pm

24-28 Tickets & Wristbands for Block
Party on Sale During Lunch,
Cafeteria
28

Block Party, 3:15-6:00 pm
MAY

19-21 JMU Spring String Thing
29

Memorial Day Holiday
No School

Volunteers Needed for PTA Block Party
It’s Just Around the
Corner!
The annual Berkeley Block Party
will be Friday, April 28,
3:15-6:00 p.m.
The after-school festival will feature a rock wall, dunk tank,
games, food, prizes, and FUN!
Our PTA Block Party Committee has been working hard to
make this annual event a success. Ticket sales will take place
during lunch in the cafeteria April 24-28. See page 8 of this
newsletter for information and prices for wristbands and
tickets.
Plenty of adult volunteers are needed. Volunteer online with
Sign Up Genius at
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a044eabae283-berkeley

JUNE
2

8th Grade Dance

6

BMS Spring Orchestra Concert,
BMS Auditorium, 6th Grade 6:00
pm, 7th & 8th Grade 7:30 pm

12

Stepping Up Ceremony

14

Early Release, 12:25 pm

15

Last Day of School
Early Release, 12:25 pm

Questions or comments? Contact
the Bulldog Press Editor,
Heather Del Negro at
thehappybrideinparis@gmail.com.

APRIL 2017

An Evening Among the Stars
Eighth graders, save the date! The eighth-grade semi-formal
dance will be held on Friday, June 2 at Berkeley Middle School
from 6:30-9:00 p.m.
The dance will be a fun celebration for our eighth-grade
students as they near the end of their time at Berkeley. The
evening will include a fun photo booth, door prizes, snacks,
corn hole, and of course music and dancing. Tickets will be on
sale for $10 apiece during lunch the week of the dance.
Parents, we’ll need lots of volunteers! Watch for a Sign Up
Genius coming next month.
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What’s Happening in Sixth Grade?
In 6th grade math we have been focusing on equations, expressions and variables. We have
used several different programs and activities to discover solutions to mathematical and real
world problems. Students have been working collaboratively with one another to help their
peers understand the material that we have been covering; they did this by using a Target Sum
activity where students found answers to Volume and Surface Area problems and added them
together as a team to get their final answer. Students also competed to see who could
memorize the most digits of Pi for Pi day, 3/14.
In 6th grade history, students are beginning to learn about Westward Expansion and the Civil
War. They have already covered the topics of the Revolutionary War and Creating a New
Nation. Students love playing Kahoot!, an online tool where students compete to see who can
answer each problem quickly and correctly. Students worked hard on discovering vocabulary
related to all of the topics that they are covering.
In 6th grade science, students have been doing a variety of labs and experiments to practice
their scientific knowledge and methods. Students have been looking at weather patterns and
are beginning their unit on space. Students are curious about how the natural world works and
enjoy learning each new topic.
In 6th grade English, students have been reviewing nonfiction materials and are beginning to
review for the SOL. Students are working in partners and collaborative groups to discover
different types of nonfiction writing. Students continue to read and analyze texts to prepare
themselves for the SOL and the future.

What’s New in Seventh Grade?
Poetry has been the focus in English classes lately. The kids had an opportunity to stretch their
creativity as they studied different forms of poetry. Our next novel will be The Watsons Go to
Birmingham. The novel complements the study of the Civil Rights Movement, which we will
study in history classes. Upcoming studies also include Media Literacy and Persuasive Writing
units.
In science classes, students have been learning about genetics and heredity. Each science class
created a culminating project explaining the structure and content of DNA. When we return
from Spring Break, we will learn about advances in genetics and the process of natural
selection. In June, we are going to experience life science at the Norfolk Zoo! Check with your
student for a permission form and details!
Social Studies classes have moved right through the 20th century, from the Roaring Twenties,
through the Great Depression, and well into WWII. We continue to examine the people and

APRIL 2017

PAGE 2

The Bulldog Press
events that occurred from multiple perspectives. This quarter students will also be writing a
paper about the American decision to drop the atomic bombs at the end of WWII.
Did you celebrate Pi Day on March 14 (3.14)? Some math classes created physical
representations of pi and participated in a challenge to see how many digits they could
remember! If Pi Day isn’t exciting enough, how about the NCAA Basketball Tournament Bracket
Challenge? All BMS students and teachers were invited to submit brackets and the PTA
generously donated college t-shirts as prizes for the winning brackets. Mrs. Kelly and Mrs.
Chamblee have been busy keeping us up to date with the names of those with the most
winning picks!
As we wrap up the school year, we are preparing students to take the SOL tests in Reading and
Math. Check with your student to make sure they still have pencils and paper. Looking forward
to a strong finish of the year!

Eighth-Grade News
The students have been working very hard reviewing for their Writing SOL Test and we are
looking forward to super results. Now as we enter the 4th quarter, we will continue for a few
days with a very popular nonfiction novel called, A Long Walk to Water. Later on in the quarter
students will continue a fundraiser started by Mrs. Vandygriff’s classes last year to raise money
for Salva’s foundation to build a well in South Sudan. We will continue with a few final units,
Poetry especially, this quarter and then begin our review of all our units for the Reading SOL
test to be given sometime in May-June. Please continue to monitor your student at home to
make sure they are reading. It does not matter what they read, fiction/nonfiction. Nor does it
matter what medium they are reading in, magazine, novel, newspaper etc. They just need to
read. Students who read regularly will have a better chance of doing very well on the SOL tests
than those who don’t. It is only common sense really. Best wishes to all as we enter our last
quarter of the school year.
All the Best,
Your 8th Grade English Team

Meet Baptiste, Our Exchange Student from Switzerland
During World Language Week, from March 6 to 10,
students participated in games and activities.
Frau Riley (German Teacher) and Madame Peeters
(French Teacher) welcomed Baptiste, an exchange
student from Switzerland. Baptiste made a
presentation about his county and answered students’
questions. Towards the end of his presentation, he
offered students Swiss cheese and chocolate.
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BMS Orchestra – Sounds of Spring
Happy 4th Quarter! Our Orchestra students have had a wonderful year learning and working
together, and we're looking forward to a fantastic finale to our school year. We have thirtyeight 7th and 8th Grade Orchestra students who will be participating in James Madison
University's Spring String Thing event May 19-21, and are excited for this opportunity for our
students.
Our BMS Spring Orchestra concerts will be held on Tuesday, June 6 in the BMS auditorium (6th
Grade Orchestra at 6pm & 7th/ 8th Grade Orchestra at 7:30pm).

The Counselor Corner
In Virginia, April is the Month of the Military Child, and it's a great time to highlight our military
children! We have two major events next month. BMS will host an Operation Gratitude drive to
collect important wish list items for current service men and women. We start collecting items
from 4/10/17-4/19/17. We will pack all of our donations on 4/20/17 to send care packages to
the troops.
The drive is one big part of our second April event. The Military Child Spirit Week lasts from
4/17/17-4/21/17, and includes two special events just for our military children. We also want all
of our students to participate in Military Child Spirit Week. Students can donate to the
Operation Gratitude drive. Students can also dress up for Flag Day on 4/18/17 and Purple Up
Day on 4/21/17. Parents, we appreciate your support! Check out the flyers for detailed
information. If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Strange (A-K), Dr. Dodson (L-Z), or
Ms. Rutherford (Registrar).
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It’s Never Too Late to Join the PTA!
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