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UPCOMING EVENTS

Congratulations to our Reflections Artists!

JANUARY
17 G/B Basketball @New Kent
4:30 pm
21 MLK Day – No School
24 Early Release
25 Student Holiday
25/26 Kiwanis Basketball
Tournament @Hornsby

FEBRUARY
5

Report Cards

15 Boxtops for Education Due
18 Presidents Day- No School
25 PTA Meeting, BMS Media Center
6-7 pm
==========================
BLOCK PARTY May 3, 2019
8th Grade Dance May 31, 2019

Questions or comments?
Contact the Bulldog Press Editor,
Heather Del Negro at
thehappybrideinparis@gmail.com.

JANUARY 2019

National PTA’s Reflections Contest for 2018-2019 “Heroes Around
Me" had a nice turnout of 18 students submitting dynamic pieces of
art in 4 of the 6 categories offered for submission. One entry from
each category was sent on to WJCC Council PTA Level to be judged
in November 2018 and hopefully moving on to the next
levels. Peninsula District level entries were judged in December and
VA PTA level entries will be judged in January. From there they
move on to National PTA Judging. Top Prize for the Outstanding
Interpretation Award of this year’s National Level Reflections
Contest will receive an expense-paid trip for awardee and
chaperone to showcase work on stage at the National PTA Awards
and Reflections Celebration; $800 Young Artist Scholarship; Gold
Medal; Certificate of Outstanding Interpretation; Work featured in
the traveling exhibition; and $200 Prize for Local PTA Unit.
I would like to take a moment to thank all of our Judges from the
community who took the time to review each piece of art and judge
for us. Our Judges this year were: Dance Choreography: Adelle
Carpenter, Director/ Instructor for the Virginia Regional Ballet;
Visual Arts: Madeline Anderson, Instructor for the School of Art;
Photography/ Film Production: Simon Joyce, Professor the College
of William and Mary; Literature: Jennifer Putzi, Professor the
College of William and Mary; Music Composition: Cathy Combs,
Pianist and Teacher for the Studio of Cathy Combs
I would also like to thank Sra. Villanueva for making the Reflections
Contest a part of her Career Investigation Class, using this as an
opportunity for metacognition and to implement the STEM design
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process of imagining, planning, implementing, creating, testing, improving
and sharing their ideas as she explained to the PTA. Truly wonderful and she
has very talented students who we hope continue to use the tools to perfect
their craft of art.
Congratulations to our Artists whose pieces went on to the next level of
judging for this year’s Reflections Contest and won our Outstanding
Interpretation Level:
Joseph Erfe
Robert Graham, III
David Schniepp
Catilyn Thaler
Hannah Thomas

Literature
Visual Arts
Film Production
Photography
Visual Arts

“Showing me the Way”
“Spiderman”
“I'm Gonna Sue You”
“Poptart Memories”
“Surreal Inspirations”

Of these students who went on to WJCC Council Level Judging, 3 won Outstanding Interpretation again,
moving on to the Peninsula District Level Judging: Robert Graham III, Catilyn Thaler, and Hannah
Thomas.
Congratulations to our Other Artists who participated in this year’s contest:
Yudith Alvarez
Hudson Sylvester
Chloe Kukla
Xavier Garces
Sophia Simone
Evelyn Garcia
Eliza Moore
Gaius Del Negro
Gracie Gregory
Larrisa Chapman
Joseph Carr
Gianna Territo
Madisonn Mudahy

Literature
Film Production
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Film Production
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Visual Arts

“Awake”
“MemeTage”
“Raining Magic”
“My Hero, My Dad”
“Heroes Around Me”
“Family”
“The Butterfly”
“Skating with the Pros in Copenhagen”
“Coach Chris”
“My Heroes throughout My Life”
“Heroes in My Mind”
“Heroes Around Us”
“He's my Hero”

It's not too early to begin thinking about next school year’s Reflections contest. The Theme for 20192020 will be "Look Within". All WJCC schools participate so if you’re moving on from Berkeley you can
still start planning your submission.
Last but not least, a special thank you goes to all the parents, caregivers, teachers, faculty and staff who
have been quiet cheerleaders supporting not only the students who entered but also supporting the
National PTA Reflections contest. Without their support and encouragement this year’s contest would
not have happened for our Berkeley PTA.
Brooke Carr
2018-2019 BMS PTA Reflections Chair
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Message from the PTA President
Welcome to the January issue of the The Bulldog Press. We are so excited to start a dynamic
new year at Berkeley Middle School. Your PTA has a number of exciting initiatives on the
agenda. Many of them are detailed in these pages. If you’d like to hear more—or get more
involved—you are always welcome at our monthly PTA meetings. We love to meet new
families!
If you’re new to the PTA, here a few details to bring you up to speed:
Who Is the PTA? The PTA is all of us! Every parent, grandparent, guardian; every teacher,
administrator, staff member. Anyone who fills out a membership form and pays the $5
membership fee.
What Does the PTA Do? We work with school leaders, teachers, and staff to build a sense of
community and enhance the learning experiences of all students at BMS. We do this through
programs, events, and advocacy.
How Does the PTA Advocate for Students?
WJCC PTA Council: Our BMS PTAC representative connects us with our district council’s
initiatives—wjccschools.org/community/pta-council4/
Virginia PTA: Your $5 membership fee automatically makes you a member of the
Virginia PTA and the National PTA—vapta.org.
National PTA: The National PTA is the largest child advocacy group in the nation—
pta.org.
How We Communicate: All members are added to the PTA email list. Members receive regular
email updates about meetings, programs, and events. Our newsletter—The Bulldog Press—is
available on the PTA page of the BMS website. You’re reading it now! You can also contact us
directly via email at berkeleymiddlepta@gmail.com and follow up on social media:
Facebook: BerkeleyMiddlePTA
Twitter: @Berkeley_PTA
Our remaining meetings for the 2018-19 school year will be held on February 25, March 18,
April 15, May 20, and June 17. All meetings are held in the BMS Media Center, start at 6 pm,
and last one hour.
If you have any questions or ideas to share, please contact me at
berkeleymiddlepta@gmail.com.
My very best,
Lori Jacobson
2018-19 BMS PTA President
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The Berkeley PTA invites
ALL BMS staff and school groups to host an activity booth
Friday, May 3, 2019
3:15 pm – 6:00 pm.
If you have an interest in reserving space for your group's activity, please let us
know.
Each group will receive 75% of their activity's ticket sales.

Your group will be responsible for:
• providing staffing for your activity and all set-up/clean-up
• collecting tickets during the event
• determining the ticket price for your activity, with tickets
being sold for 2/$1.00
Please respond to Angie Whitehead, Block Party Chair, by Friday March 29, 2019
Contact Name:
Contact Email:
Name of Activity:
Activity Description:
# of Table & Chairs needed:
Special Requests:

RSVP or questions:
Angie Whitehead
soilmapper@yahoo.com
804-892-6678 mobile
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The BMS PTA was awarded a $1000 PTA Connected with Facebook Digital
Families Community Event Grant. This National PTA grant will be used to run a
digital wellness workshop for BMS families in the Spring.
At the workshop, you can expect to:
• Connect with your children in order to understand what it’s like for them
growing up online
• Work through interactive sessions to explore how your family responds to
real life online interactions and how you can protect one another online
• Walk away with an action plan to set guidelines on device use and online
habits
Stay tuned for the date, volunteer requests, and more details about this special
opportunity. Questions? Contact Lori Jacobson (jacobson.lori@gmail.com).

BOX TOPS: Win a Blaze Pizza Gift Card!
Submit Box Tops by FEBRUARY 15 to be eligible to win!
ü Box tops are on hundreds of products you
probably already buy
ü Clip and collect box tops in Ziploc baggies or
envelopes
ü Mark bag with student name AND homeroom
teacher’s name
ü Turn bag in to homeroom teacher at any time
ü For every TEN box tops you send in, your child’s name will be entered into
a drawing for a Blaze Pizza gift card!
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Counselor’s Connection
The BMS Counseling Department sent letters home with current eighth grade students about
high school planning meetings. We will begin individual planning meetings from January 14,
2019 until March 1, 2019. We will meet with eighth grade students and families for 15-20
minutes. If you would like to attend this meeting with your student, please contact your
students' counselor to schedule an appointment. Here is our contact information:
Ms. Ewing (A-K): 757-229-8051, extension 21115 (email: Maribeth.Ewing@wjccschools.org)
Dr. Dodson (L-Z): 757-229-8051, extension 21150 (email: Fallon.Dodson@wjccschools.org)
Our Middle School Course Planning Night and Curriculum Fair is February 5, 2019 at the
Williamsburg Community Chapel. Rising sixth graders (current fifth graders) will meet from
5:30 pm to 6:30 pm. Rising seventh and eighth graders (current sixth and seventh graders) will
meet from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm. The High School Course Planning Night and Curriculum Fair for
rising ninth graders (current eighth graders) is February 7, 2019 at the Williamsburg Community
Chapel from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm.
Berkeley Middle School will participate in the Great Kindness Challenge from January 28 to
February 1. Here are a few of our Kindness Week activities:
•
•
•
•
•

1/28/19: Multiples Mondays (students can dress as twins, triplets, quadruplets, etc.)
1/29/19: Tie Tuesday (students can wear their favorite neck tie or bow tie)
1/30/19: Winning Words Wednesday (Wear or making clothing with kind words)
1/31/19: Dream of Kindness Thursday (Students can wear school-appropriate pajamas
to school)
2/1/19: Spirit Day Friday (wear your spirit wear or BMS colors)

We encourage students and families to purchase our kindness bands. All proceeds will benefit
CHKD. Each bracelet is $1.
We will visit sixth grade classrooms from February 12-14 to help students pick seventh grade
electives. We will visit seventh grade classrooms from February 19-21 to pick eighth grade
electives.
We will visit sixth grade classrooms March 5-7 to start the career exploration process. We will
meet with seventh grade classes March 12-14 to develop academic and career plans.
If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to us!
Fallon K. Dodson, Ed.D.
757-229-8051
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Stay Up to Date! Follow Us!

@Berkeley_PTA

Berkeley Middle PTA

@berkeleymiddlepta

berkeleymiddlepta

@gmail.com

What’s Happening in Sixth Grade?
Science
To wrap up the Physical and Chemical Changes section in science and to start the holiday break,
students took part in the Pancake Lab -- a good time was had by all! Students from William and
Mary's physics department came to our classes and did a Nitrogen presentation for our
students. Thank you, Mrs. Thrash, for setting up this "cool" demonstration. We are getting
ready to start our Properties of Water unit, and will be taking part in the Water Drop Races
among other fun lab activities in the near future.
English
Sixth grade English is working on reviewing fiction skills and introducing nonfiction skills. One
of Mrs. Persson’s students received a letter from the author she wrote to for a book project
earlier this year. It is very exciting news!
History
Sixth grade history is currently learning about life in the 13 New England, Mid-Atlantic, and
Southern Colonies as well as the location of each of the colonies. Included in this unit is the
natural resources and specialization of the colonial groups as well as the interdependence of
the colonies upon each other. Students will learn about the various social groups in colonial life
as well. The next unit up is the American Revolution!
Math
Sixth grade math students finished their unit on Exponents and Order of Operations with a
mini-lab day right before the holiday break. Students played games such as Connect 4 and
Jenga, as they answered leveled math questions. They are now working on ratios and
proportions. Have your student convert a recipe to get extra practice!!
Those 6th graders taking Math 7 have been working with function tables. They were very
amused by a video describing input and output and may have shared it with you
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VUTXsPFx-qQ). Our Slope unit is next and between Slope
Man, stained glass window drawings, puzzles, and solving a crime – this unit will be fun!
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What’s New in Seventh Grade?
It’s hard to believe we are already wrapping up the second quarter! Seventh graders have been working
hard and achieving! In history classes, students learned how Industrialization and Immigration
transformed the US over time. We are ready to finish the quarter with the Progressive Era and will be
learning about WWI next semester. Students have also been working on identifying states from various
regions and continue to compete for the lowest time and perfect score on the 50 States game on
www.fasttrackteaching.com By the end of the year, students should be able to identify all 50 states and
19 significant cities in the US. See if your student would like to challenge family members at the game!
Mrs. Underwood’s classes will welcome a guest speaker on January 18. Mrs. Agi Raborn, who is a native
of Hungary, will be here to share her experiences as an immigrant to this country and a child who grew
up behind the iron curtain. Students will be encouraged to interview other immigrants and write a brief
paper about the immigrant experience.
In English, students will be studying text structures, working on a research project, and reading The
Watsons Go to Birmingham by Christopher Paul Curtis. Visions students will research Mt. Everest and
present their findings from the perspective of a professional. They will choose the point of view of a
physician, mathematician, historian, sociologist, tour guide, or others.
In addition, all English classes will participate in the WJCC division wide writing prompt. This assessment
measures students’ ability to decipher a prompt and develop a well-organized and meaningful
expository essay.
Mr. Mason’s classes will be completing and testing out of our unit on Writing Linear Equations, and
starting our next unit on Polynomials.
The end of the semester is a great time to check on school supplies including paper and pencils. Also,
the winter season has increased the use of tissues and anti-bacterial wipes, so all teachers will gratefully
accept donations! Thank you for your continued support!

Eighth-Grade News
The eighth grade teachers would like to recognize the following outstanding students for the
second quarter: Ana Britton, Skylar Jensen, Ryan Lachine, Keannie Roseborough, Jasmine
Shelton, Billy Smith, and Hannah Thomas.
Civics is concluding a unit on constitutional government and looking forward to closely
examining how government functions at the state and local levels in the next marking period.
During the third quarter, students in Ms. Covington’s math classes will work on several units of
study on linear equations. Ms. Salonish’s algebra classes are hard at work on polynomials;
geometry classes are in their second of three units on triangles. Laptops are being used
regularly in all math classes, so please be sure your student has their laptop and charger with
them daily!

JANUARY 2019

PAGE 8

The Bulldog Press

For your calendars, our remaining PTA meetings are:
February 25
March 18 (General Membership)
April 15
May 20 (General Membership)
June 17
All meetings take place in the BMS Media Center from 6:00-7:00 p.m.

Softball Announcement!
Attention 7th and 8th grade girls interested in softball
Softball Conditioning/Tryouts will be Monday February 11th
and Friday February 15 from 3:15- 5:00.
There will be no Saturday conditioning this year.
You must have a sports physical to participate!

8th Grade Dance
The 8th Grade dance is scheduled for Friday May 31st!
The dance is for 8th grade students of Berkeley Middle
School only. It is a fun way to celebrate our 8th graders
with a DJ and music, a photo booth, yummy refreshments,
and some great prizes. Students must be in good standing
to participate and must purchase a ticket in order to
attend.
Looking for donations of small amount gift cards ($5- $10)
to give away at the dance. These gift cards can be for any
place middle schoolers like to visit including Rita's Water
Ice, Panera, Barnes & Noble, Chic FilA, Brusters, Duck
Donuts, and Target, among many others.
If you would like to contribute, please bring the gift card(s) to the front office at BMS in a sealed
envelope to the attention of Christy Jensen or Mike/Katy Loy, 8th grade dance chairs. If you would
like more information, please email jensenchristyj@gmail.com or mkloy@cox.net.
More information forthcoming about tickets and scheduling volunteers to help with decorations.
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Library/ITRT/Makerspace News
The BMS Library and BMS Makerspace have some fun and exciting activities in store for the
New Year. We are pleased to announce our grant award for the BMS Green Screen Project
from Langley Federal Credit Union. Green screen technology allows students to engage in
learning in any subject matter through new and innovative methods such as storytelling and
filmmaking.
We also received a mini-grant from the American Library Association to facilitate Google’s CS
First Hour of Code activity in December. This project encouraged students to use creativity in
storytelling and incorporate their own interests while learning to code.
The Library will be hosting a Girl’s Coding Club after school beginning February 13. This six
week program is held in partnership with the William & Mary Society of Women in Computing
and is open to all girls. No experience required. Sign up in the library!
Thank you for all of the donations we have received for our makerspace. In December, students
enjoyed building puzzles, book tastings, creating with the 3D pens, folding origami, and making
3D cards for a local assisted living facility. We look forward to offering more activates
throughout the school year.
The Makerspace is seeking the following donations:
•

Working printer with USB drive

•

Sewing machine

Brought to you by your BMS Library & ITRT Team: Tonia Eriksen, Paul Cosby & Jenny Farley
Questions? Contact Tonia Eriksen, tonia.eriksen@wjccschools.org
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It’s Never Too Late to Join the PTA!
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