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To	  Make	  a	  Difference,	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Just	  Believe	  in	  Berkeley	   	  
Your	  donation	  of	  cash	  or	  time	  helps	  the	  PTA	  
provide	  resources	  to	  students	  
I BELIEVE – FAQ’s 

What is the ‘I BELIEVE’ Fundraiser and what does it mean for our 
school? 
This is our only fundraiser at BMS for the whole school year!  It runs from 
the first day of school, traditionally, until the day of the Turkey Trot in  
mid-November  (November 18). 
 

What can YOU do to help out? 
You donate (or ask family and friends) to donate money.  If you own a 
business or know of someone who does, ask if they are willing to sponsor 
BMS.  We will advertise your/their company.  It’s a great way to support 
our school.  Donations can be in any amount, $1, $10, $100, whatever you 
would like to put towards this campaign to help our school! 
 

Another Very Important Way to Help Out 
I BELIEVE is about more than donating money.  Volunteering is an 
important way to show your Bulldog Pride! In addition to or in lieu of 
monetary donations, parents and adult family members may donate 
volunteer time to assist teachers, staff, and PTA board members in our 
school (during or after school hours). Even just one hour of your time can 
make a difference! 
 

How does this fundraiser help the students at BMS? 
100% of the money donated goes right back into helping our students and 
faculty.  Each year the BMS PTA provides our school with valuable 
resources such as special programs, educational materials and technology.  
Our PTA members also offer countless volunteer hours to our school 
through special programs and supporting teachers and staff. 
 

How did the fundraiser support our students last year? 
Last year, the PTA purchased new microphones for the theater program.  I 
BELIEVE funds were used to buy a double bass instrument for the 
orchestra.  The PTA used your donations to pay for all 8th graders to attend 
the Nutcracker performance at the Ferguson Center.  They also purchased 
items needed for the Science program and Math Counts.  Money from this 
fundraiser also was used to buy bins for the Erase the Need Snack Closet. 
 

This year, we will be accepting monetary donations and/or pledges to 
volunteer time in our school.  Donations can be made in the form of cash or 
check payable to BMS PTA, or by credit card online at 
http://squareup.com/market/Berkeley-middle-school.  If you wish to 
participate, please detach and send the donation/volunteer coupon on the 
next page to your child’s homeroom teacher anytime between now and 
November 18th.  Thank you! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

OCTOBER 

11	   	   Fall	  SHIP	  Clubs	  Begin	  

	   	   Interim	  Grades	  Sent	  Home	  

14	   	   Fall	  Dance,	  3:30	  pm	  –	  5	  pm	  

17	   	   PTA	  Meeting,	  6	  pm	  
BMS	  Media	  Center	  

	   	   *United	  We	  Stand	  	  
Wear	  BMS	  Colors	  
6th	  White,	  7th	  Red,	  8th	  Black	  

18	   	   Conference	  Night	  

	   	   *Team	  Up	  Against	  Bullying	  	  
Wear	  Sports	  Jersey/Shirt	  

19	   	   *Orange	  Out/Unity	  Day	  	  
Wear	  Orange	  

20	   	   *Pledge	  Day	  –	  Make	  a	  Pledge	  

21	   	   PTA	  Reflections	  Contest	  Entry	  
Deadline	  

	   	   *Superhero	  Shirt	  Day	  	  
Wear	  a	  Superhero	  Shirt	  

	   	   Early	  Release	  12:20	  pm	  

27	   	   Picture	  Day	  

28	   	   Early	  Release	  12:20	  pm	  	  

NOVEMBER	  

	  3	   	   Harvest	  Concert	  and	  Family	  Night	  
Lafayette	  High	  School,	  6:30	  pm	  

	  8	   	   Election	  Day	  –	  NO	  SCHOOL	  

18	   	   Turkey	  Trot	  
6th	  Grade	  –	  8:15	  am-‐9	  am	  
7th	  Grade	  –	  10:15	  am	  –	  11	  am	  
8th	  Grade	  –	  1:15	  pm	  –	  2	  pm	  

	   	   Last	  Day	  of	  “I	  BELIEVE”	  Campaign	  

23-‐25	   Thanksgiving	  Break	  

==========================	  

*	  Unity	  Spirit	  Week	  Events	  10/17-‐10/21	  

Questions	  or	  comments?	  	  Contact	  the	  
Bulldog	  Press	  Editor,	  Heather	  Del	  Negro	  
at	  	  thehappybrideinparis@gmail.com.	  
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Apply	  Now:	  Mini-‐Grants	  Can	  Fund	  Extras	  for	  Students	  
PTA fundraising and membership dues allow the PTA to provide mini-grants that benefit 
Berkeley students, supplement our school’s mission and provide services and resources both in 
and out of the classroom.   

Mini-grant applications for the 2016-2017 school year are available on the Berkeley PTA 
website. All PTA members are eligible to apply for the grants. Requests are reviewed at the next 
PTA meeting. The form can be found in the PTA drawer in the main office, or on the PTA 
website at: 
https://wjccschools.org/bms/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2016/09/MINI-GRANT-APPLICATION-2016-17.pdf 

Past mini grants have been funded to pay for new microphones for Drama productions, to buy 
Science lab equipment, to provide transportation to cultural events for students and to purchase 
math enrichment materials and musical instruments.  Last year, the PTA funded mini grant 
applications for assistance with the transportation expenses for orchestra students to participate 
in the Annual Spring String Thing at JMU and funded a mini grant application for books for ESL 
students. 

If you have any questions, please contact Beth Kluger at bethkluger@yahoo.com.  Thank you for 
supporting our school! 

Collect	  Box	  Tops	  for	  Education	  –	  Support	  our	  School!	  
Remember to clip and save “Box Tops for Education” labels—each is worth 10 
cents for Berkeley!  Box Tops can be found on hundreds of product packages, 
including Ziploc, Kleenex, Cheerios, Progresso Soup, and Mott’s Applesauce.   

Send your collected Box Tops in to your student's homeroom teacher or drop 
them off in the collection bin in the Main Office.  Thank you! 

twinbrews@earthlink.net 
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What’s	  Happening	  in	  Sixth	  Grade?	  
6th grade History recently did an Election PBA (Project Based Assessment) in which they 
completed a project and discussed the upcoming election and how to be a more effective leader. 
 
6th grade English had a visit from author Lisa Graff on Thursday, October 6.  She explained her 
writing process and her background to our excited sixth grade students. There was a question and 
answer session. Ms. Graff also read an excerpt from her upcoming book to the students! Lisa 
Graff is the author of “A Clatter of Jars.”   Thanks to our librarian, Mrs. Ericksen, for arranging 
this visit! 
 
6th grade Science recently completed their “Bubble-ology” lab in which students blew bubbles 
and learned to use the scientific method and other scientific strategies. 
 
6th grade Math has been collaborating between students and teachers to learn fractions, 
decimals, and percentages in order to apply them to real-world situations. 
 

What’s	  New	  in	  Seventh	  Grade?	  	  	  
In Science classes, we are currently working on Metric Mania and will use our new knowledge 
of converting decimals in a Measurement Lab Activity. Moving though our curriculum we will 
be learning all about the characteristics of living things. Students will watch the development of 
mealworms as they go through the entire life cycle! 

English students have signed on to NoRedInk, a website they will use to practice grammar and 
writing skills. Students also signed up for accounts on BookAdventure.com.  This site will keep 
track of their reading progress throughout the year.  As we finish up our units on short stories, we 
look forward to beginning novels!  Be sure to ask students what they have been reading! 

Solving equations will be the skill we focus on over the next month.  Solving for x is a key skill 
that students will need as they progress toward Algebra 1.  Students should be working on math 
homework regularly.  See if your student can show you what they are working on! 

Social Studies classes started the year with a unit on Modern America including some great 
discussions about 9/11.  Some students were surprised to hear their parents’ stories about where 
they were and what they were thinking on that tragic day.  We are also taking geography one 
region at a time.  We have already covered the Northeast and Southeast states.  There are plenty 
of games online that can help students practice identifying these states.  As we wrap up our 
Reconstruction unit, we will begin studying Westward Expansion. 

We are excited to meet as many parents as possible on Parent Teacher Conference night, but we 
are also available during the school day to meet with any parents who would like to hear about 
their child’s progress.  Just contact any teacher to set up a meeting! 
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Eighth-‐Grade	  News	  
 

Dear 8th Grade Bulldog Families, 
 
We are off to a fantastic start!  All of our classrooms have been filled with a great deal of 
interesting materials and activities.  Please be sure to check VUE with your child at least once 
per week.  It is a fantastic tool for communication, and teachers post grades weekly.  If you are 
having trouble logging onto VUE, please let the school know immediately.  In fact, there is an 
app for VUE you can put on your phone. 
 
We have a Pearls of Great Price Mentoring Program beginning in 8th grade, in which College of 
William and Mary Mentors meet with some of our students.  We would so appreciate any 
contributions of snacks (Rice Crispy treats, fruit snack bars, etc).  Fall Meeting dates for this 
program are:  October 20, 27; November 4, 11, 18; December 2, 2016.  
 
As a reminder, please check to make sure your child is replenishing all of his/her supplies, 
including paper and pencils.  Also, with cold/flu season upon us, we would also love 
contributions of tissues and/or Lysol wipes.  
 
Thank you so much for your continued support! 
 
The 8th Grade Team

	  

Volunteer	  for	  the	  2016	  Turkey	  Trot	  on	  
Friday,	  November	  18th	  
The Turkey Trot race is a fun tradition for students of all 
grades and the culmination of our main fundraiser, the “I 
Believe” campaign, where businesses, parents and friends 
pledge funds that go towards programs to help make Berkeley 
a great place to learn!  
Please click on the link below to view the online sign-up sheet 
to volunteer on Race Day! 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0549aeac2faaf49-turkey 
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PTA	  Reflections	  Program	  Deadline	  is	  October	  21st	  
 

 

This year’s PTA Reflections program theme is, What Is Your Story?  Tell your story through 
dance, a short film, a poem or story, an original song, a photo or visual work of art.  Pick up a 
PTA Reflections Entry Form today from the front office and return by Friday, October 21st.   

Check out this website for more information:  http://PTA.org/Reflections 

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Shan Li, BMS PTA Reflection Chairperson 
at shanli333@gmail.com. 
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	  Now	  is	  a	  Great	  Time	  to	  Join	  the	  PTA!	  


