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December 2013                                    

Bulldog Press 

Dear Berkeley Families: 
 
Very soon we will embark upon a well-deserved break! I am so thankful for the support and 
cooperation shown to Berkeley’s learning community. It is often during this season that I 
am reminded of how rewarding it is to serve as Berkeley’s principal. I appreciate our won-
derful staff who believe all children can and will achieve. We have our terrific community of 
volunteers who weekly dedicate time to our students and classrooms. In addition, I want to 
express my gratitude to every family for your support and love for Berkeley Middle School. 
Daily, we all strive to make a difference in the lives of our children, and I love that I get to 
do this with all of you. 

I want to again extend a HUGE THANK YOU for everyone’s contributions with this year’s 
fundraiser. We did what has not been done in the history of Berkeley, reaching a number 
amount not obtained through a single fundraiser. What was fantastic about this experience 
for me was the amount of school spirit and enthusiasm from staff, students, families and 
community members. The theme for the school year is “The Gift of a Good Start,” and I 
cannot thank our awesome PTA enough for their vision and partnership in strengthening 
the organization’s support and presence within our learning community. For par-
ents/guardians, it can be very hard finding your place at the middle school level while being 
evasive enough for your child to feel some independence. If you have not joined the PTA, it 
is never too late to become a part of this very impactful team. Make this the way you get 
involved and make a very PAWSitive difference! 

When we return from winter break, we will have a few short weeks before the marking pe-
riod ends, and the second semester begins. During our winter season, I encourage you to 
venture out to some of our events and activities: athletics game, holiday concert, or club 
activity. You will surely be in for a treat with the many talents of our learners. 

Very excitedly, Berkeley is gearing up for a rare event scheduled for our sixth graders that 
will allow them to make contact with an astronaut currently aboard the International Space 
Station via amateur radio. Earlier this year, Mr. Bob Bruce and Mrs. Marjorie Thrash, two 
members of our faculty, submitted a proposal requesting this opportunity. Our school was 
one of approximately a dozen schools selected. The event, which is scheduled to take place 
the week of January 6th, is made possible through Amateur Radio on the International 
Space Station (ARISS), a cooperative venture among NASA and other international space 
agencies that coordinates scheduled radio contacts between astronauts aboard the ISS and 
schools. The 10 minute live forum will bounce between our students and astronauts as the 
astronauts orbit 250 miles above Earth. 

Dr. Boland, Mr. Van Dyke, and I wish each of you a joyous and relaxing winter break. We 
look forward to seeing our students when they return Thursday, January 2, 2014. 

Happy New Year! 

 

PAWSitively Yours, 
Karen Swann 
Principal  
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I BELIEVE in... BERKELEY! 
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Dear Berkeley Families: 

 
The "I Believe in BERKELEY" campaign 
which started on September 19th (Back 
to School Night) and ended on Novem-
ber 8th (Turkey Trot day) was phe-
nomenally successful.  We had the am-
bitious goal of raising $15,000 in 50 
days to provide educational tools to en-
hance student learning at Berkeley.  We 
raised over $14,000 during the cam-
paign, and together with $3,500 our 
PTA had already earmarked in our 
budget as a gift for the school, this pro-
vides over $17,500 for BMS administra-
tion to use to purchase iPads, musical 
instruments, sports equipment, books, 
and other items. Most of the money 
came from our wonderful Berkeley par-
ents, teachers, and students, but we 
would also like to thank the following 
businesses who were generous with 
monetary donations and goods:  Dr. 
Meredith Parks, Dr. Peter Wendell, 
Muscarelle Museum of Art, Old Point 
National Bank, Go Ape!, ZPizza, Center 
Street Grille, Chick-fil-A (Mooretown 
Rd.), Sticks Kebob Shop, Wythe Candy, 
Target, Save 30, Ben & Jerry's, The 
Fresh Market, Trader Joe's, Sal's by 
Victor, Food Lion (both on Richmond 
Rd.), and McDonald's. 

Congratulations to the homeroom 
classes of Ms. Marshall, Mr. Ernst, and 
Ms. Kendall for winning catered 
lunches and to Madeline Waltner, 
Jacob Waltner, and Joanna Stathopou-
las who were our student grand prize 
winners. All homeroom classes with 
100% participation received ice cream 
parties. We celebrated our amazing 
campaign success with the Turkey Trot 
on November 8th and had beautiful 
sunshine and some speedy runners.  

Here are the top 5 boy/girl runners 
from each grade: 

6th grade boys - Jack Nice, Jordan 
Robbins, Paul Glass, Elijah Ferria, Rem 
Yates. 

6th grade girls - Raylynn Gibbs, 
Sophie Freiling, Avery Quarles, Sophia 
Long, Mary Catherine White. 

7th grade boys - Reid Macatee, 
Luke Wilder, Trevor Simmons, Peter 
Stauffer, Luke Anderson.  
 
7th grade girls - Marta Backman, 
Grace Olsen, Sofie Fox, Caitlyn Dila, 
Carolyn Clinton.  
 
8th grade boys - Matt Andrews, 
Nils Backman, Andrew Gallant, Zach 
Palmo, Terrell Jackson. 
 
8th grade girls - Keara Cava-
naugh, Martina Watson, Veronika 
Martcheva, Kailee Reavis, Garen 
Glueck. 
 
Pierson Shamaiengar provided the 
artwork for our Turkey Trot shirts 
this year.  
 
Being involved with the "I Believe in 
BERKELEY" campaign has been in-
spiring and nothing short of miracu-
lous.  There are many amazing sto-
ries, but I will share just a few.  My 
wonderful neighbors, Andreas and 
Evgenia Stathopoulos, donated $500 
to the campaign in memory of our 
beloved neighbor Frank Davis who 
passed away suddenly on October 17, 
2013. Frank and his wife Sue have 
been strong supporters of public 
education and were very proud of 
the achievements of Berkeley stu-
dents in our neighborhood.    
 
A generous grandmother,who passed 
away recently, donated $1,000 to the 
campaign just before her death on 
behalf of her two grandchildren who 
attend Berkeley.  Her legacy will live 
on through the many students at 
Berkeley who will be enjoying the 
iPads she provided.  
 
As I was standing in the main office 
the day of the Turkey Trot, a single 
working mom came up and said to 
me, "I don't have much to give, but I 
want to be a part of this."  She 
handed me a check for $20.    

In the end, it isn't really about the 
money.  It is about believing in our 
children and investing in their educa-
tion.  It is about joining together to 
support wonderful teachers and staff 
who work hard every day on our be-
half.  It is about becoming a part of 
something so magical that it really 
has changed a middle school for the 
better.  
 
Thank you for believing in your stu-
dents and the amazing BMS staff. 
Also, thanks for making Berkeley the 
best middle school possible. My most 
heartfelt gratitude goes to all of you. 
 
Berkeley Believer,                             
Kristyn Allred  

Way to Go Bulldogs!  

Current Balance: 

$17,772.00!!!! 

  Contributions: 

    $14,272.00 

Gift from the  

PTA: 

    $3,500.00 
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Mathcounts 
Berkeley Mathcounts team is diligently and consistently meeting on Fridays and work-
ing on challenging word problems under the direction of Coach Ray Hanson and Mayee 
Chen. They are preparing for the Chapter Competition in February 2014.  
 
On December 10, Berkeley team had a match against Hornsby Middle School. 
 
On November  19, 15 members of Mathcounts team participated in the AMC 8 

(American Mathematics Competition). The AMC 8 is a 25-question, 40-minute multiple-choice examination in middle 
school mathematics designed to promote the development and enhancement of problem solving skills. The contest is 
held in November every year and is administered by the Mathematical Associations of America. This contest was not pos-
sible without the grant supported by Berkeley PTA and also Ms. Amy Davis who proctored and processed the paperwork. 
Thank you PTA and Ms. Davis!  Pins and certificates will be awarded in Mathcounts meeting. The top 5 scorers of  AMC 
results were received as follows: 

 
Stas Kuzmenko in 8th grade received the perfect score of 25 out of 25. 
This is a great honor for him and our school. Worldwide, 118,628 stu-
dents from 1,884 schools participated, and only 269 students scored per-
fect score(.002% of the participants). Stats and awards can be viewed 
online at http://amc-eg.maa.org/reports/generalreports.aspx. 
Congratulations, Stas!!  

BMS Theatre 

“MATHCOUNTS is a non-profit organization that strives to engage middle school students of all ability and interest levels in fun, chal-
lenging math programs to improve their academic and professional opportunities. Middle school students exist at a critical juncture in 
which their love for mathematics must be nurtured, or their fear of mathematics must be overcome. MATHCOUNTS provides stu-
dents with the kinds of experiences that foster growth and transcend fear to lay a foundation for future success.” 

1. Stas Kuzmenko 

2. Leo Murphy 

3. Oliver O’Neal 

4. Anna Song 

5. David Bass 

Bye Bye Birdie rehearsals are underway, and 
we are very excited about this year’s cast! Bye 
Bye Birdie is a musical comedy classic. The 
storyline follows Albert Peterson, a 34 year 
old Momma’s boy, who is afraid to commit to 
his longtime interest Rose Alvarez, as they try 
to mastermind one last hit record for teen idol Conrad Birdie. Thanks to our audition judges: Ms. Kendall, 
Mrs. Wargo, Mrs. Leoni, and Mrs. Maioriana. Performance dates are March 28th & 29th @7pm and 30th @ 
2pm.  
 

The BMS competition theatre team won the Gold award at Virginia Theatre Competition on November 8-9. Four students were hon-
ored with outstanding actor awards: Andrew Gallant, Lydia Thrift, Naomi Green and Jacqueline Morris. Congratulations! Pictures are 
from the competition. 
 

http://www.mathcounts.org
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First Tech Challenge 

The Bulldogs Team 7512 competed in the First Tech Challenge on Saturday, De-
cember 7th against robotics teams from 40 schools at St. Christopher’s School’s 
Field House in Richmond. The competition was for students in 7th grade 
through high school. Operating the robot were Grayson Arthur and Kush Patel.  
 
In our division of 20 schools, we finished 8th. We competed in 7 different rounds 
and won a few with the most points scored in that group of four. At one point, 
our team was as high as 2nd place. It was very exciting. We were not chosen by 
any of the top 4 teams for their alliance to participate in the elimination rounds, 

so unfortunately were unable to 
qualify for the state competition 
in March. The experience was 
valuable, and we give thanks to 
everyone in the school division 
who made it possible. Special 
thanks go out to Ms. Swann, the 
PTA, and Mrs. Maloney. 
 
The team began working in Sep-
tember, designing lego robotic vehicles, and preparing for the metal First 
Tech vehicles. We visited VCU's School of Engineering on September 28th 
and learned about programming, construction possibilities and received 
advice from experienced teams. Also, we started keeping an ‘Engineering 
Notebook’ noting in words and pictures  the steps in design and construc-
tion. The notebook was evaluated  by the judges. We decided on tank style 

propulsion, a bulldozer front, and an elevating arm in the rear. The rear arm can hook to a bar and pull our robot into 
the air, one of the tasks that can be performed for points. Jordon Eriksen and Joshua Cosby were a great help in this af-
ter school activity along with others who put a bit of time in with this 1st year team. The team returned to VCU on No-
vember 23rd for "Meet the Field"  practice time with their robot on the Competition Arena Field. Also to get more help,  
they practiced linking the robot to a Samantha control module, so 4 robots can work wirelessly in the competition with 1 
robot being an ally. Mr. Trey Arthur was our Engineer Mentor, who also instructed the team in the use of C computer 
language to program the robot for its autonomous movements and Bluetooth communication during competition. 
 
The team is very grateful to the PTA for the financial support in helping us purchase a large supply kit for the robots’ 
construction. 

 B ULLDOG PR ESS  
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What’s New in 6th Grade? 

In math, students have been learning math 
concepts while also experiencing a little 
fun. While practicing the correct order of 
operations, the students, in small groups, 
worked out ten problems and discovered 
the correct Math Lib which read: “Mr. Van-
Dyke was excited to be making copies with 
Elmo on Valentine’s Day at Target on a 
horse wearing a bikini solving equations 
because they wanted to promote world 
peace.” The students continued practicing 
the order of operations and added a bit of 
art by individually solving problems and 
creating a colorful paper leaf in magnifi-
cent fall colors. In addition to working out Math Libs, the students have had “snowman drawing” re-
lay races which involved solving problems on quadrilaterals. Prizes were given for the group that fin-
ished the fastest and also for the group whose snowman was the most “artsy.” The students contin-
ued working with their artistic side by making posters showing their understanding of the concept of 
congruence. Each group was asked to display a picture of congruent lines, angles, quadrilaterals, and 
polygons on a sheet of construction paper by using only miniature marshmallows, dried spaghetti, 
and glue. There will be more fun to come, as the sixth graders design and create “math salt dough 
ornaments” before the holiday break. 

Sixth graders recently completed a Science unit 
on the unique properties of water. Students en-
gaged in lots of hands on water activities and ex-
periments such as floating paper clips on water 
(surface tension), pouring water along a piece of 
string (adhesion and cohesion), and changing 
the color of celery through capillary action. Cur-
rently, students are studying characteristics of 
Earth’s atmosphere as we prepare for the once 
in a lifetime ARISS contact scheduled to take 
place in early January (see page 1). Several guest 
speakers and exhibits have been planned to set 
the stage for the actual contact, and all sixth 
graders will receive lots of freebies from our 
friends at NASA. 

In English, students are diligently* (lesson 5) 
preparing for a successful end of the first semes-
ter. We are almost halfway through our Wordly 
Wise books and students are learning an abun-
dance* (lesson 3) of new vocabulary words. The 
words are also connected through various themes 
(African-American /Hispanic cowboys and Saca-
gawea) to enhance background knowledge which 
ties into the History curriculum. In addition to 
vocabulary, students are also reviewing nouns, 
main idea, and author’s purpose. After Winter 
Break, we will end the marking period with a fo-
cus on verbs, text structures, analogies, and nar-
rative nonfiction. Please encourage your child to 
read a minimum of 30 minutes daily at home to 
help attain their individual AR goal. 

The History classes have been studying European Exploration in North America. The students have 
made connections to the Native American groups that had been previously studied as well as major 
waterways and geographic regions. The sixth grade history teachers look forward to beginning the 
study of Colonial America upon the return from winter break! 

The 6th grade teachers would like to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday! 



What’s New in 7th Grade? 
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The guidance team has been visiting 7th grade classes to 
conduct a career interest survey. Students select inter-
ests and then count a tally to determine which career 
clusters most interest them. There have been some in-
teresting surprises among the answers. They will use 
this information to help guide discussions around future 
course selections and planning for the future. 
 
Math 7 students just completed a unit about perfect 
squares and square roots. They challenged Ms. Swann, 
Mr. Van Dyke, and Coach Watson to correctly answer 
the most questions in a minute. Students enjoyed hav-
ing these guests and winning daily prizes! 
 
Seventh grade readers are making great progress and 
enjoyed a friendly AR competition among the English 
classes. Students are not only aware of progress toward 
a final goal, but also keep an eye on the average percent 
of correct answers on their AR quizzes. Mrs. White’s 
class was victorious for the first marking period and 
won the competition with the highest percentage of stu-
dents who met their goals.  

They enjoyed an outing to Sweet Frog. The competition con-
tinues in the second marking period. 
 
After finishing a unit on Immigration and Industrialization in 
history class, students had fun being business tycoons when 
we took some time to play Monopoly. It was fun to become 
our own “Captains of Industry” after working hard to prepare 
for the test. Our students are now finishing a unit on Progres-
sivism and will begin to study the Spanish American War and 
WWI next. 
 
We will be celebrating our A and A/B honor roll students’ 
achievements on Friday, December 13. The English teachers 
have organized the first marking period celebration which 
will give our honor roll members a chance to share some ice 
cream and social time. We are very proud of all their hard 
work and look forward to acknowledging it! 
 
We are looking forward to our field trip on 
December 19 to see Frozen at the Newtown 
Regal Cinemas. What a great way to wind up 
before our nice long break! 

What’s New in 8th Grade? 

On December 20th, the 8th grade students and teachers will kick off winter break by going to Regal Cinema in New Town 
to see “Catching Fire.” 
 
Mrs. Johnson is sponsoring the Emerging Young Leaders -Pearls of Great Price Mentoring Program.  Big Sisters from the 
College of William & Mary are paired with BMS students and will mentor the girls in areas such as exploring high school, 
college, and career options.  The girls will participate in community service projects, attend fashion shows, have a girls’ 
day out, and this week, attend a pizza party as a semester celebration. 
 
Mrs. Waiters is sponsoring the Distinguished Gentlemen Mentoring Program this year.  The mentors are members of the 
Kappa Pi Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. from the College of William & Mary.  On November 22nd, parents of 
the participating students came to the meeting to meet the men-
tors and learn about the program’s goals and events. 
 
Ms. Kendall will take a group of interested students to Lafayette 
High School’s Model UN this Saturday where they will participate 
in an actual UN conference simulation.  Each student has prepared 
to participate as a delegate for a country they have chosen to repre-
sent at the conference.  The activity is an effort to encourage par-
ticipation in Model UN in high school. 
 
Eighth Grade Language Arts teachers are preparing to take all AR 
students who have reached their AR goal to the Holocaust Mu-
seum in Washington, D.C. on January 3rd.  The teachers applied 
for grants from the PTA, Walmart, and Target to fund the trip to 
Washington.  The students recently read the novel, Night, by Elie 
Wiesel. 
 
Ms. Salonish and Mr. Ellis’ students celebrated their success on the 
benchmark with some pies…in the face! One student from each 
Algebra and Geometry class who achieved an 80% or better on 
their benchmark exam pied their teacher in the face. Ms. Salonish 
and Mr. Ellis were covered in whipped cream, and the smell stayed with them all day!   



Foreign Language Department 

French: 

In French 1, we have started to Skype with Madame Marty who 
lives in France. Students picked one person among themselves, 
and Madame Marty had to guess who it was by asking questions.  
A slide show with pictures is posted on Edline. Of course, Decem-
ber is the month where students will discover customs on how 
holidays are celebrated in France. Students will taste “la bûche de 
Noël”, famous dessert eaten on Christmas Eve. 

 

In French 2, we are also Skyping with Madame Marty who is shar-
ing with us pictures of her last winter vacation in the Alps. Our 
next unit will be on cultural events, but presently students are dis-
covering sports practiced in France. Yes, soccer is the national 
French sport! We also watch authentic videos made for French 
students. A link to read the news in French is posted on Edline.  
 
In Introduction to the French Culture and Language, we will study in-depth customs during French and Canadian 
holidays. Students will also taste “la bûche de Noël”, and will learn some French Christmas carols. 
 
Je vous souhaite une bonne année et de joyeuses fêtes! Happy New Year and Happy Holidays! 

 

Joelle Peeters, French Teacher 
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Quote from Voltaire: 

Le travail éloigne de nous trois grands maux: l'ennui, le vice et le besoin.  
Work delivers us from three great evils: boredom, vice and want.  



Foreign Language Department Cont’d 

Latin: 

On Tuesday, Dec 17th, Latin Club celebrated Saturnalia 
(ancient Roman holiday – honoring the coming of winter). 
Students made Saturnalia ornaments and dressed in green 
and gold (the colors of Saturnalia).  

On November 24-25, 14 students and 3 chaperones with 
Mrs. Kim attended the annual Virginia Junior Classical 
League (VJCL) convention in Richmond, Va. Students 
participated in Academic Contests in subject areas such as 
Latin sight reading, motto, vocabulary, derivatives, gram-
mar, and reading comprehension. In addition, students 
chose to enter their prepared projects into various catego-
ries such as textile, charts, greeting card, doll, ornaments, 
sculpture, composition photo, etc.  Caitlyn Dila in 7th grade 
placed 9th place in the Sweepstakes which ranks the top 
overall scores in the state per grade level. Congratulations! 

The following are the results of the placements for Berkeley 
students: 
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Latin Sight Reading:  
2 – Jakob Weiss 

5 – Stephen Council 

5 – Caitlyn Dila 

8 – Anna Song 

10 – Riley Carpenter  

Impromptu Art: 

2 – Caitlyn Dila 

3 – Anna Song 

7 – Katy Niebuhr  
  

Reading Compre-

hension (Test): 

3 – Jakob Weiss 

5 – Caitlyn Dila 

10 – Katy Nieuhr 

10 – Anna Song  

Derivatives (Test): 

7 – Caitlyn Dila 

7 – Katy Niebuhr 

7 – Jakob Weiss 

10 – Shawn Yates  

Motto (Test): 

4 – Stephen 

Council 

8 – Savannah 

Sandelin  

Vocab (Test): 

2 – Anna Song 

3 – Jakob Weiss 

4 – Caitlyn Dila 

9 – Elim Utterback  

Costume Contest: 

2 – Shawn Yates  
Latin Oratory: 

7 – Caitlyn Dila  
Story Telling: 

7 – Brittany Hicks 

10 – Savannah San-

delin  

Charts (poster): 

 6 – Stephen Council  
Greeting Card: 

1 – Caitlyn Dila 

4 – Ben Alexan-

der  

4 – Jakob Weiss  

Doll 

 2 – Katy Niebuhr 

 9 – Caitlyn Dila  

Large Model: 

9 – Brittany Hicks  
Ornament: 

2 – Caitlyn Dila  
Sculpture: 

7 – Haley Cook  

Composition Photo: 

6 – Jakob Weiss  
Textile: 

1 – Anna Song  

Sweepstakes (overall top points in the state per grade level)  
9 – Caitlyn Dila  



German: 

Intro to German Language & 
Culture : 

What middle-schoolers get to learn 
about the Middle Ages, Reformation 
and Thirty-Years-War???  Those who 
are enrolled in the Intro to German 
Language and Culture, that’s who!   
We delved deep into German history 
and are now spending time research-
ing and creating posters on several 
German holiday traditions. We have 
also enjoyed watching videos about 
holiday celebrations, including the 
famous German Christmas markets. 

Foreign Language Department Cont’d 

 

German 1 : 

Students finished a unit on describing 
people and had fun picking out famous 
people (including our very own Ms. 
Swann!) to describe for their assess-
ment. Currently, we are working on a 
unit on school vocabulary and discuss-
ing the differences between German 
and American schools.  Ask your stu-
dent about the track system in German 
schools! 
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German 2: 

The highlight of our food unit was definitely our two “cooking classes” (see photos).  After viewing an “Oktoberfest Bat-
tle” episode of “Iron Chef America”, the students were inspired to try some German cooking. We borrowed the kitchen in 
Ms. Gallant’s room on two different days and did a “savory day” and a “sweets day” to which our administrators were 
invited.  I believe some parents even enjoyed having their student recreate some of the dishes over the Thanksgiving 
break! Now, we are deep into a major grammar topic:  learning to speak in the past tense!  It is a lot of memorization, but 
we are breaking up the grammar with some fun holiday-related traditions in Germany. 

 

All Classes: 

On St. Nicholas Day,  December 6th, each student put a shoe outside our classroom, and waited anxiously for St. Nicholas 
to arrive. The shoes were filled with pencils, candy and candy “coal”, since all students have a little bit of “naughty” in 
with the “nice”.   

Spanish: 

Spanish 1: The Spanish I students are progressing nicely with their Spanish.  We also have just begun a new unit titled, 
“My School Day,” which teaches students words and verbs associated with school.  They are learning how to read and 
write schedules, tell time, and discuss subjects in school.  Ask your student to tell you their school schedule in Span-
ish!  They can also tell you what classes they enjoy, what they think are interesting, which ones are difficult or easy, and 
even talk about their favorite class!  We continue to push our Spanish I students to achieve and continue to have an ex-
cellent year with them!  
 
Spanish 2: The Spanish II students are doing great!  We just completed a unit on 
sports.  The Spanish II students completed a small project on Hispanic athletes 
and can now speak in the past tense.  We are currently working on a new unit that 
is titled “During My Childhood,” where students learn a second past tense.  This 
unit is always fun to do with students as they get to discuss what they were like in 
elementary school. Over winter break, these students have a small interview pro-
ject to complete by interviewing a family member or adult in the community about 
their childhood.  Students enjoy this assignment as well, as it gives them the oppor-
tunity to learn about someone’s past while practicing their newly-learned Spanish 
abilities. The Spanish II students are having an excellent year so far!  
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Berkeley Students Shine in Reflections Contest 

The PTA’s national Reflections arts contest has wrapped 
up at the school and division levels here, and several 
Berkeley students who entered have enjoyed great suc-
cess. Berkeley had 15 participants in 5 categories. 

 

Congratulations to the following students who placed first 
in their category at Berkeley: 

 

Elizabeth Gallant, Dance Choreography 

Madison Howe, Literature 

Bryan Murphy, Photography 

Chris Rivera, Film Production 

Hayley Springer, Visual Arts 

All Berkeley students who entered the contest were recog-
nized at an Ice Cream Social at school on Nov. 22. All en-
trants received a certificate, and the five students who 
placed first in their category each received a trophy. Those  

five entries then moved on to the division-wide  competi-
tion, being evaluated against entries from the other two 
middle schools, and Berkeley’s students also did well at 
that level. Those five students will be honored for the fol-
lowing achievements at a special division-wide ceremony 
on Jan. 13: 

 

First Place—Outstanding Interpretation: Elizabeth 
Gallant (Dance Choreography) and Chris Rivera (Film Pro-
duction) 

 

Second Place—Award of Excellence: Bryan Murphy 
(Photography) and Hayley Springer (Visual Arts) 

 

Third Place—Award of Merit: Madison Howe 
(Literature) 

 

Congrats to all these students on their accomplishments, 
and best of luck to Elizabeth Gallant and Chris Rivera, 
whose work now moves on to the next level! 

Athletics 

Watch D.O.G.S. 

Our students have been working diligently in classes and re-
hearsals!  Our 7th and 8th Grade Orchestra students will be 
having their holiday pizza party and trip to hear our WJCC 
High School Orchestra “Rock” Winter Concert on Thursday, 
Dec. 19th at Warhill High School.  
 
VBODA District Honors will be held Jan. 10-11, 2014 at 
Hornsby Middle School.  Congratulations, again, to our 
eleven students who will be performing at this exciting 
event!   
 
We are also looking forward to our BMS Orchestra Winter 
Concert on Tuesday, January 14th at 7pm at Jamestown High 
School.  We will be highlighting our students’ progress and 
growing musicianship with all three grade levels performing.   
 
Our 8th Grade Orchestra students will be having a pizza party 
and trip to Sweet Frog and Jamestown High School on 
Thursday, Jan. 16th to hear the WJCC Choir and Orchestras’ 
Masterworks concert. 
 
Please stay tuned for more information on Orchestra fund-
raisers, more performing opportunities for our students and 
our 7th and 8th Grade trip to “Spring String Thing” at James 
Madison University (May 16-18, 2014).  A huge “Thank You” 
to all of our parents and families for their support and en-
couragement this year.   

The boys’ JV and varsity basketball teams as well as the 
girls’ volleyball team have been chosen.  Play begins on 
December 2 for boys’ varsity basketball.  Volleyball’s 
first match is December 4, and boys’ JV basketball 
games begin on December 5.  The cheer squad is busy 
preparing for their district championship on January 
11.  Come out and support your 
Berkeley Bulldogs!!  
 
Tryouts for spring teams will 
begin on or around February 
17.  Please keep posted by lis-
tening to announcements. 

Watch D.O.G.S.(Dads of Great Students) is coming to Berke-
ley! It is the “father involvement initiative of the National 
Center for Fathering that organizes fathers and father figures 
in order to provide positive male role models for the students 
and to enhance school security.” Paul Vermillion, dad of a 
Berkeley student, will be organizing events to recruit for vol-
unteers starting in January. He welcomes fathers, grandfa-
thers, step-fathers, uncles, and other father figures who can 
volunteer to serve at least one day a year in a variety of school 
activities as assigned by the school principal or other admin-
istrator. If you are interested, please contact Paul Vermillion 

at pvermillion23185@gmail.com and check out the 

Watch D.O.G.S. website at www.fathers.com. 

Orchestra 

http://www.designerclipart.com/free-sports-clipart.html
mailto:pvermillion23185@gmail.com
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PTA Spirit Wear 

PARENTS…weather is getting colder 

School pride is growing stronger 

The HOLIDAYS are around the corner 

And hoodies, t-shirts, gym bags, and magnets  

are available! 

ORDER FORM: 

HOODIES - $25   (circle size) 

Youth:   Large       

Adult:  Small     Medium     Large      X-large     2X-large 

 

 

MAGNETS - $5  (write quantity) _________________ 

 

STUDENT’S NAME and GRADE and HOMEROOM TEACHER:  

______________________________________________ 

Cash or checks made out to BMSPTA: please send money in an envelope with PTA SPIRITWEAR written on the front 

T-SHIRTS - $12   (circle size) 

Youth: Medium      Large    

Adult:  Small      Medium       Large      X-

large      2X-large 

GYM BAGS - $12  (write quantity) ____________________ 

If you would like to keep this order a SURPRISE… 
email your order to: 

BMSPTA@gmail.com 

I will set up a time to meet you at the school. 

Beth Hertzler – Merchandise Chairperson 

Nurse’s Corner 

The flu season is now upon us, and Berkeley 

has already had some positive cases. It is not 

too late to get your child immunized with the 

flu vaccine. The CDC is already predicting a 

very active season, and unfortunately it has 

started sooner. I would like to remind you of 

the symptoms that may be exhibited by your 

child. At first, it may appear that he or she 

has a cold, but what distinguishes this from 

just the common cold are a significant head-

ache, body aches, and weakness. It may take 

up to 24 hours for the fever to develop. It is 

recommended you see the doctor within  24 

hours of symptoms emerging in order to be 

able to take the antiviral medication that 

would help shorten the course of the disease. 

The division policy remains that a student   

needs to be fever free for 24 hours before 

returning to school. If students come back to 

school too soon, they will relapse and may be-

come sicker. I would like for you to please no-

tify the school if your child does test positive 

as the Peninsula Health Department likes to 

track the number of cases. This would also be 

a good time to make sure that you have up-

dated your emergency card kept in the clinic 

with any contact information that has 

changed since September. It is very impor-

tant to be able to get your child home ASAP 

if they should become ill while at school in or-

der to decrease the spread to 

other students.   Thank you. 

 

Debbie Baker, RN, School Nurse   

mailto:BMSPTA@gmail.com


It’s Never Too Late to Become a PTA Member! 
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Thank you to the 243 parents, faculty, family members, guardians, and community supporters who have joined the 
BMS PTA. The PTA appreciates your support of all children, our staff, and our school community. 

Our goal is to have 300 members this year. Membership is $5.00 per person. You can become a BMS PTA member by 
returning your dues with the completed membership form below. Checks should be made payable to BMS PTA. If you 
have any questions, please contact Paula Simmons at p.m.c.simmons@outlook.com.  

 

 

 

_____  Check here if you want to be contacted at your email / phone about volunteering for a PTA activity. 

 

In addition to my membership dues, I want to donate $___________ to the BMS PTA. 

 

TOTAL CASH / CHECK AMOUNT ENCLOSED (CANTIDAD INCLUIDO) $___________ 

From Your Yearbook Advisor 

A personalized yearbook would make a nice gift. Personalizations and icons 
must be ordered before January 26. 

Order your yearbooks now to save money! Yearbooks are $35.00 if ordered 
before January 26. The price will increase to $40.00 after January 26. 

For online orders, go to www.jostensyearbooks.com. 

From, Vicki Lewis 

http://www.jostensyearbooks.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&docid=0kgzkZ7xryvRAM&tbnid=PxNCDzvZVmARpM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.monroetwp.k12.nj.us%2FOakKnoll%2FYearbook%2Findex.shtml&ei=DYyoUq7qDcOYyAHY7oDABA&bvm=bv.57799294,d.aWc&psig=AFQ


 
Berkeley Middle School 

1118 Ironbound Road 

Letter from PTA President Beth Shamaiengar 

PTA  Executive Board  
2013-2014 

Beth Shamaiengar, President 

Tracy Luck, Vice President 

Theresa Bertrand, Treasurer 

Lauren Jenkins, Secretary 

Kristyn Allred, Turkey Trot/             

I BELIEVE in BERKELEY 

Sue Barton, PTA Council Rep 

Beth Hertzler, Merchandise 

Jennifer Quarles, SHIP 

Beth Shamaiengar, Reflections 

Paula Simmons, Membership 

Tanya Song, Newsletter 

Bambi Walters, Hospitality  

 

 

Dear Berkeley Families and Friends, 
 
It was a fantastic fall for us in PTA here at Berkeley! Hopefully by now you’ve heard that our first “I Believe in BERKE-
LEY!” campaign brought in an amazing total of just over $14,000—several times what our PTA has raised in recent 
years! Thanks to those funds, plus $3,500 that our PTA had already allocated as a gift for the school this year, Berkeley 
students will benefit from many new learning tools and experiences in the new year, courtesy of many of you and other 
generous “believers” in our school. On behalf of the Berkeley PTA I’d like to thank all of you who contributed; we abso-
lutely could not have done it without you! 
 
And thanks, in addition, to those of you who pitched in to help with various PTA events this fall, especially our Turkey 
Trot in November—it was a wonderful culmination to the campaign! For more details on the campaign and the Turkey 
Trot, see page 2. 
 
In other PTA news, the annual Reflections contest and its theme of “Believe, Dream, Inspire” prompted a number of our 
students to use their creative talents this fall. For more information on students who received accolades in the contest, 
see the article on page 10. 
 
I’d like to thank Tanya Song, our newsletter editor, for putting together another great issue highlighting the many activi-
ties at Berkeley. Take a look through these pages and you’ll likely learn something new about our school. And if you have 
any questions about our PTA—if you wish to become a member, volunteer with us, serve on our board next year, pur-
chase spiritwear, etc.— feel free to e-mail me at bmspta@gmail.com. 
 
Enjoy the holidays and have a happy and healthy New Year! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Beth Shamaiengar 
PTA President 
 

Upcoming Events: 

 December 19—7th graders go to Regal Cinema to see Frozen 

 December 23-January 1—Winter Break 

 January 2—Pre-General Assembly Legislative Forum—”Focus on Education” 
4:30-5:30pm at William and Mary School of Education, 301Monticello Ave. 

 January 6—PTA Board Meeting, 7pm at BMS Media Center 

 January 11-12—VDOBA(orchestra) District Honors Concert at Hornsby Mid-
dle School  

 January 20—Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday 

 January 22 and 23— Early Release, Exams 

 January 28—3rd Marking Period Begins 

 February 6—Report Cards 

 March 28th and 29th—Bye Bye Birdie play at 7pm 

 March 30th—Bye Bye Birdie play at 2pm 

 April 4—End of 3rd Marking Period 
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