
   
   

 B
u

ll
d

o
g

 P
r

e
s

s
 

 
 

June 2014                                    

Bulldog Press 

Dear Berkeley Families:  
 
We are nearing the end of another year of working together, and a great deal of progress 
has occurred this year because of your partnership. At Back to School Night, you accepted 
the challenge to BELIEVE! The power of 50 days set the tone for a school year that cele-
brated pride and love for school, which at this age can be very difficult to manifest. We did 
not want to let the year end without sharing with you some of the tangible items purchased 
this year because of your generosity.  
 
Because we BELIEVED…  

 Books, books and MORE books:  
12th Night Dover Study (class set) 
12th Night Shakespeare Made Easy (class set)  
The Fixers (multiple copies)  
Mountain Men (multiple copies)  
Horizons (multiple copies)  
Rookie Biography (class set)  
(Additionally, there were several selections ordered for the media center, as 
well as a book grant for Mrs. Jones’s classes.)  

 Rita's Italian Ice for Grade 7  Field Day  

 Field trip to Steven F Udvar-Hazy Center (G6 Visions classes)  

 Field trip to Blue Talon Bistro (French II students)  

 Assistance toward the orchestra trip to the JMU “Spring Strings Thing”  

 LED follow-spot light for theater/music programs 

 Music stand storage cart (holds 25)  

 iPad 2s by Apple (20), including protective cases and carts  

 Athletic equipment  

 Specific items were also purchased for our Basketball and Field Hockey programs  
 

Additional purchases with the support of the PTA…  

 Mrs. Vandygriff’s English as a Second Language (ESL) literacy grant  

 Spanish literature for the media center  

 Drama/Theater Arts grant  

 Sound equipment for training theater students 

 Technology Club mini-grant  

 Mathcounts team mini-grant for AMC test  

 Voice recorders for foreign language study 

 Blue tooth portable speaker system  

 Adobe In-Design publishing software (Professional series)  
 

Because of your contributions, our learning community benefited! Supplies and materials 
are in greater abundance than they were a year ago. Our students received experiences that 
extended beyond the classroom setting. They also received the quality of your presence be-
cause so many of you volunteered your time throughout the year. I hope you know how 
much I have enjoyed working with each of you and how much Berkeley’s staff appreciates 
your partnership for our students’ success. THANK YOU for making Berkeley Middle 
School stand out and shine among so many others! Have a fantastic summer vacation. We 
wish our eighth graders the best as they “step up” to high school, and we look forward to 
seeing the rest of our students return in the fall!  
 
I Believe in Berkeley,  
 
Karen Swann, Principal  
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National Junior Honor Society Induction Ceremony 
Held on May 19 

New members of the Berkeley Middle School National Junior Honor Society were inducted on May 
19th. Mr. Lovelace, NJHS sponsor, called to order the ceremony which included a pledge, remarks 
from our principal, Ms. Swann, and student speakers, Martina Watson and Jakob Weiss. Also, cur-
rent NJHS members presented the purpose and values that NJHS stands for: the purpose, leader-
ship, character, citizenship, scholarship, and service. Afterwards, Ms. Swann, Dr. Boland, and Mr. 
Lovelace presented the certificates to the members. There were a total of 77 new 7th-grade mem-
bers and 10 new 8th-grade members. The members were selected from an application process 
which included requirements of a 3.5 grade point average, volunteer service hours and letters of 
recommendation. Congratulations for all your hard work and service to our community! We are 
very proud of you! 
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Student speaker, Martina Watson Student speaker, Jakob Weiss 
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Athletics from Coach Charles Springer 

The Spring sports seasons have ended, and the baseball and soft-
ball teams represented Berkeley well.  Though the seasons ended 
quicker than the coaches and players would have liked, we are all 
very proud of their efforts. There will be organizational meetings 
for football and cheerleaders on Thursday, June 5 at 3:30.  Football 
is in the auditorium and cheerleading is in the gym.  Parents are 
encouraged to attend.  Football tryouts begin on August 11th, while 
cheerleading, field hockey, and girls’ basketball may begin on Au-
gust 25th.  Please check in with the front office over the summer for 
further information. 
 
Remember, all potential athletes must be in good standing aca-
demically and have a doctor’s physical dated May 1, 2014 or 
later.  Forms are available in the front of the school across from the office. 
 
On a personal note, I will be retiring at the end of this school year.  It has been my pleasure to lead 
the athletics department at BMS for most of my 19 years here.  I consider myself hugely blessed to 
have been able to associate myself with these tremendous young people.  Thanks to all staff, admini-
stration, parents, coaches, and athletes who have made my job one of great fun.  I leave the depart-
ment in the capable hands of Coach Gilliam and Coach Ernst. 

 

What’s New in 6th Grade?  

English: 
This quarter found us busy preparing for SOL 
testing as we reviewed skills and strategies from 
the beginning of the year. After the English SOL 
students started a class novel applying learned 
skills. Reading is a skill to practice daily; please 
continue to read over the summer! Visit your 
local library and consider the summer reading 
program offered - there are great prizes for 
teens! Not sure which book to read? Check out 
Battle of the Books titles for award-winning 
books. Thank you for sharing your children with 
us. Have a great summer! 
 
Social Studies: 
The students wrapped up the year in Social 
Studies by learning about the Civil War and then 
preparing for the SOL. Coming up next will be a 
field trip to Yorktown to learn about the “Life of 
a Private”. 
 

Math: 
During the fourth quarter, the students worked 
hard preparing for the SOL test through learning 
stations. Dr. Glisan, Miss Rye, and Mrs. Marshall 
are very proud of each student for the effort they 
all put forth on the test. To conclude the fourth 
quarter, the classes are working on fun math pro-
jects and learning about integers. We have en-
joyed all our students this year and would like to 
wish everyone a safe and fun summer! 

 

Science: 
In addition to the fun-filled 6th Grade Science 
field trips to Virginia Air and Space and the 
Waterman’s Museum, the James River Associa-
tion came to visit with students on June 5th dur-
ing their Science classes. Students learned about 
our watershed while rotating through stations: 
WHAT IS A WATERSHED? WHAT’S THE BIG 
DEAL ABOUT STORMWATER? ANIMALS IN 
OUR WATERSHED - TOUCH TANK . 
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What’s New in 7th Grade?  

What’s New in 8th Grade? 

The year-end for 8th grade is filled with exciting events! Our students are taking their final steps to-
ward becoming high school students! 

We just completed our end of the year trip to Go-Karts Plus, which was followed by a wonderful pic-
nic lunch when we returned to school. Thanks to our parents who donated supplies, food, beverages, 
money, and time to make the day a big success. Thanks to Annie Sears for being brave enough to ac-
company the group to Go-Karts Plus! Thanks to Molly Gareis, Keisha Atwood, Holly Speight, Matara 
Holloway, Jennifer Gilfillan, and Oscar Romero for helping with food set up and serving all the very 
hungry students. Also, many thanks to Nicole Pappas for her monetary donation for the day. The 
weather was beautiful, the food was great, and it was obvious the students had a fun day! 

Students are looking forward to Stepping-Up on Monday, June 9th, at the Williamsburg Community 
Chapel. This rite of passage event marks an important milestone for our students. 

The 8th grade semi-formal dance is Saturday, June 7th, in the Berkeley gymnasium from 6:30pm 
until 9:00pm. Special thanks to Keisha Atwood for all her work in coordinating the planning of this 
fun event and to the parents who volunteered to help with all 
of the work and responsibilities. 

We are finishing up with SOL tests and exams. It’s a stressful 
time for our students and teachers, but it can also be a time 
to celebrate the success of the 2013-2014 school year! 

 

Mrs. Chamblee and Ms. Kelly’s math classes have been reviewing for their SOL’s.  We have been en-
joying our review time using the Qwizdom system to earn rewards. We are confident that our stu-
dents are going to crush the test!  Thanks to everyone who sent in treats! 

The students in Mrs. White’s and Ms. Harris’ English classes are preparing poetry presentations and 
will wrap up the year with a career research project.  

Social Studies classes worked hard reviewing for our SOL test on May 23rd using a review packet 
and various games and activities.  Since we still have some time before school is out, we are studying 
some of the most interesting events from the 1960’s in depth as well as considering the events of our 
more current conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The seventh grade team prepared a “grab bag” activity at the annual BMS Block Party.  Thanks to all 
of the parents who generously donated gifts which we used as prizes.  We also held a big end-of-year 
celebration and field day on June 6th.  We want to congratulate our students on all their hard work 
this year and wish everyone a safe and relaxing summer! 



Foreign Language Department 

 B ULLDOG PR ESS  Page 5 

French: 

In Introduction to French Language and Culture, students recently visited Paris through Google 

Earth and virtual museum visits. 

In French 1, students are reviewing before the final IPA (Integrated Performance Assessment) using 

Qwizdom and clickers. The final assessment will include three tasks: interpretive, interpersonal, and 

presentations. This assessment will take place during several classes. 

In French 2, on May 1st, students had a field trip and went to the Blue Talon Bistro to taste some 

French specialties prepared for them (escargots, moules marinières, brandade, charcuteries, and 

mousse au chocolat). Following the meal, students had a treasure hunt with French instructions in 

Colonial Williamsburg. It was a very fun time for all and a slide show was posted on Edline for par-

ents to have a look at the photos. 



Foreign Language Department Cont’d 

Intro to German Language and Culture: 

We have learned about German-speaking composers (and learned to identify compositions by each one). We 

also studied the Cold War and are currently finishing up a movie about a group of Germans who dug a tun-

nel under the Berlin Wall to get friends and family out of East Berlin. Then we will complete a short unit on 

food before the end of the year. 

 

German 1: 

We have been getting hungry every day during our food unit. We watched an Oktoberfest Battle of “Iron 

Chef America” to learn about traditional Bavarian foods. Recently we weighed fruits and other foods to learn 

how much things weigh in metric (and then ate the fruit afterwards!). Currently students are preparing for a 

simulated shopping experience. They are teaming up to create their own food specialty store (bakery, 

butcher shop or fruit/vegetable market). Then they will take turns selling and buying and conducting the 

transactions in German (Hello, I would like 500 grams of apples, please). 

 

German 2: 

In the last unit, students planned a birthday party and called and texted each other with invitations. Cur-

rently we are tackling a difficult grammar topic: our third case in German, the dative. The students are ex-

cited to be going on to German 3 in high school! 

Page 6 
 B ULLDOG PR ESS  

Guest Speaker: 

Most classes had the opportunity to hear a pres-
entation from Terrence Mack, a junior at William 
& Mary studying German and International Rela-
tions. Terrence’s story of pulling himself up by 
his bootstraps humbled and inspired our stu-
dents. 

German Team Wins in Competition! 

Although we were unable to attend the planned compe-
tition in Hampton due to weather, we were able to sub-
mit our poster and video electronically. The poster, cre-
ated by Molly Hinkle Glock and Marissa Campbell, won 
first place. The video, created by Ellie Klee and Keara 
Cavanaugh, took second place. The theme for both 
items was “Reunification”. 

 



Foreign Language Department Cont’d 

Latin: 

Students in Latin I and Latin II have worked very hard this 
year and the results of their diligence brought many honors to 
Berkeley. On June 6th, the Latin awards ceremony was held at 
Berkeley. Students received certificates and ribbons for 
awards from the Latin Convention, Classical Literacy Exam, 
National Mythology Exam, National Latin Exam, and Classical 
Association of Virginia. Also, students who earned four quar-
ters of ‘A’s were inducted into the Latin Honor Society. 

Caitlyn Dila received 9th Sweepstakes which was the overall 
top score in the state at the Latin Convention. Also, perfect 
scores on the Classical Literacy Exam were achieved by Caitlyn 
Dila, Thomas Hallett, William Robertson, and Anna Song. For 
National Latin Exam, Gold Summa Cum Laudes were Caitlyn 
Dila, Kelli Mullen, Oliver O’Neal, Shubh Patel, Roan Schu-
mann, Anna Song, and Jakob Weiss.  

From the Classical Association of Virginia, Anna Song received 
the Jefferson Cup for placing first as the highest scorer in the 
state of the public school division. For Latin II, Jakob Weiss 
received the first place. Congratulations!! 
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Latin Honor Society: 

 

Hailey Cook  William Robertson  

Stephen Council Roan Schumann  

Caitlyn Dila  Anna Song  

Thomas Hallett  Elim Utterback 

Ariadne Konkel  Jakob Weiss 

Mark Minkins  Shawn Yates  

Kelli Mullen  Emma Yaugo 

Oliver O’Neal 

Oskar O’Neal 

Sutton Perozek 

Benjamin Petrakis 

Katherine Prestyly 

 



Bridge Club 

Each year the American Contract Bridge League sponsors 3 North American Bridge Championships (NABC). 
A Youth North American Bridge Championship (YNABC) is held during the Summer NABC. Last year the 
World Open Youth Bridge Championships (WOYBC) happened to be held in Atlanta in conjunction with the 
YNABC. Four of the students from the Berkeley Bridge Club went to Atlanta in August to participate in the 
2013 YNABC and the first 2 days of the WOYBC. 
  
The 4 students who went to Atlanta were Bernadette Williams, Helber Oliveira, Matthew LaRosee, and Hailey 
Botkins (transferred to Hornsby this year). Bernadette and Hailey took two successive first place wins fol-
lowed by a third place win and placed in other events winning several master points. Matthew and Helber 
also won some master points. 
  
This year we had some new students join the bridge club who were really interested in the game. One of the 
students, Mykala Mudahy, already knew some basic bridge playing skills when she came. Mykala, Helber, and 
Bernadette will be joining 8 students from other areaschool bridge clubs in Las Vegas on July 24 - 26 for the 
2014 YNABC. Bernadette will be teaming with Hailey again.  
  
Each year ACBL Unit 110 (the local Unit of which I am a member) sponsors several tournaments here in Wil-
liamsburg. One of those tournaments is held at the end of February and early March. Last school year I taught 
at Berkeley and James River. I had a separate youth tournament set up for my students at the annual ACBL 
Tournament. Ten students attended. This year I taught at 6 schools - Berkeley, James River, Matoaka, Rawls 
Byrd, Hornsby, and Blayton. I had 25 students attend a separate youth tournament this March. I intend for 
the youth tournament to be an annual event and my goal is to have 40 students there next year. 
  
I am currently working with the principal and a teacher at Lafayette High School to try to establish a bridge 
club there in October. As students move from James River to Berkeley to Lafayette, I expect to see the pro-
grams grow at Berkeley and Lafayette. There are some good players that will be coming to Berkeley in Octo-
ber and in the future years. Hopefully other students will want to join the club and be part of the competitive 
group. 
  
There are many reasons why students should participate in bridge. Bridge helps to develop skills in critical 
thinking, communication, language, deduction, teamwork, competition, socialization, sportsmanship, and 
math, just to name a few. It also provides the students with a lifetime skill. We have people in their 90's and 
100's who are still playing bridge.  
  
 A study was done in Illinois. Fifth graders were tested on the Iowa Test of Basic Skill and re-tested in the 6TH 
and 7TH grades. Core areas covered by the test were Reading, Language, Math, Science, and Social Studies. 
Students who participated in a bridge program had higher percentage increases in their test scores than their 
peers who did not participate in a bridge program.  
  
Mrs. Annello has been our Berkeley club sponsor since the club began in 2012. Hopefully she will continue to 
do so. However, as I expect the club to grow in numbers over the next several years as students move up from 
James River, I would like to have some additional teacher volunteers in the room to assist at the tables (you 
do not need to know anything about bridge but you will learn as you assist the students). If we could get sev-
eral more teachers to volunteer, it would mean that they could rotate the days that they come if they cannot 
be there every week. By being a sponsor you could also volunteer to be a chaperone when we go to the YNABC 
(assuming we go) in the Summer of 2015. I believe that the 2015 tournament will be in Chicago.  

Your Bridge Instructor,  
James Davis 
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Happy June!  Our students have had a musically full spring, and we are excited to close out the 
school year well!  CONGRATULATIONS to all of our students on an outstanding Spring Concert on 
Tuesday, May 27th at Jamestown High School.  They sounded great!  
  
Many of our 7th and 8th graders recently participated in James Madison University’s “Spring String 
Thing,” a three day intensive orchestral study program for middle and high school strings students. 
Our students all played well and learned a lot!  We had an awesome trip, and our students returned 
even more excited to continue their musical studies.  THANK YOU to all of our parents who chaper-
oned for the weekend with us!  Also, a huge THANK YOU to our wonderful PTA and all of our BMS 
“I Believe” campaign contributors for helping us with a generous gift to assist with the cost of our 
charter bus transportation for the trip. Our students and families truly appreciate all of your sup-
port! 
  
We are already looking forward to a fantastic start to our 2014-2015 school year and wish everyone a 
safe, happy summer! Stay tuned for news and updates on our Fall concerts and events! 
 

Orchestra 

8th Grade Dance 

More than 200 Berkeley 8th-graders put on their best for the culminating social event of the 8th-
grade year, the semi-formal dance this year entitled, "Dance Under the Stars."  The mirror ball that 
hung from the ceiling spun sparkles around the gym as DJ Robert Frances played great tunes, and 
there was lots of laughter at the photo booth as students checked out the photos of themselves wear-
ing wacky props and hats. A professional photographer provided the opportunity to order formal 
photos with friends, and corn hole provided an additional activity for those less inclined to dance, 
though the DJ's line dance numbers drew scores to the floor nevertheless. In addition, numerous 
prizes were raffled off to students throughout the evening — movie tickets, Sweet Frog, I-Tunes any-
one? And the Chick-Fil-A cow himself arrived midway through the evening, fittingly decked out in a 
top hat. He took his turn on the dance floor and also passed around Chick-Fil-A coupons. The stu-
dents had already polished off two platters of Chick-Fil-A nuggets, amid lots of other free snacks and 
treats. 
 
The PTA would like to extend a BIG thank-you to Dance Chair Keisha Atwood and the many parents 
and staff who volunteered to assist with the event, from selling tickets the week before, to decorating 
the day before, to numerous tasks the evening of the dance — from filling coolers with ice and soft 
drinks, to picking up and delivering foods donated by area businesses, to serving food to the stu-
dents at the event, to folding tablecloths and stacking chairs at the end of the evening. It was a great 
night to be a Berkeley 8th-grader—thank you to everyone who helped make it so!  



New PTA Officers Elected for 2014-2015 

Thank you to the following Berkeley parents who expressed interest in serving as officers of our PTA 
Executive Board next year and were elected at our General Membership Meeting on May 12th:  
 
President: Kristyn Allred 
  
Vice President: Sue Barton 
  
Treasurer: Cathie Weddington  
 
Co-Secretaries: Shan Zhang, Meghan Brewer  
 
We also have nearly all our committee chair positions filled, 
so our PTA is in good shape for next year!  
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Block Party on May 30 

It was a beautiful 70-degree afternoon for the 20th annual Berkeley Block Party. This PTA-
sponsored event offered fun for students in the form of inflatable rides and games, face painting, 
corn hole, a putting green, a football toss, hula hooping, a cake walk and lots of great food. This 
year's event featured a new activity—karaoke—in which large crowds of students gathered around 
their peers who were eager to show off their singing talent. We are grateful for the support of so 
many volunteers and staff members who chaperoned and manned carnival games and activities at 
the party. It takes a lot of effort to pull off an event of this magnitude, and many worked together to 
create a fun end-of-the-year celebration for Berkeley students. 



Letter from PTA President Beth Shamaiengar 

Dear Berkeley Families and Friends, 
 
It’s hard to believe it’s the end of the school year, but here we are! Our PTA has been blessed this year with an Executive 
Board of both PTA veterans, whose work ethic, enthusiasm, and great ideas are well-known at Berkeley, and parents who 
were new this school year to Berkeley or our PTA board or both; those newcomers had done great work in other settings 
and, this year, proved they could deliver those same talents to Berkeley’s PTA. It’s been a privilege to lead such a team 
and I’d like to personally thank all of our board for helping our PTA to do great things this year — among them, raising 
nearly $15,000 in our new “I Believe” campaign (see page 1), planning and/or funding events that were great fun for our 
students (like field trips, our Turkey Trot in November, and our Block Party in late May — see page 10) and events, like 
our Teacher Appreciation Week in May, that helped promote a positive, can-do spirit among Berkeley’s teachers and 
staff. And all year long, our newsletter editor, Tanya Song, has recorded many of these happenings in this newsletter—
thank you, Tanya! 

I’d also like to thank all of you PTA members for your financial and volunteer support during our “I Believe!” fund-
raising campaign last fall and at our events all year long. Your partnership with our PTA and with Berkeley’s staff has 
helped Berkeley continue to provide an outstanding middle school experience. 

I hope you enjoy reading in this issue about the many ways that our students and faculty have wrapped up this school 
year. I’d like to wish our 8th graders and their families the best as you all move on to your respective high schools, and I 
hope we’ll have the rest of you on our PTA team again next year! Have a fun and relaxing summer! 

 

Sincerely, 

Beth Shamaiengar 
PTA President 
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PTA Executive Board 2013-2014 

Beth Shamaiengar, President 

 

Tracy Luck, Vice President 

 

Theresa Bertrand, Treasurer 

 

Lauren Jenkins, Secretary 

 

Kristyn Allred, Turkey Trot  and 

I BELIEVE in BERKELEY 

 

Sue Barton, PTA Council Rep and Block 
Party 

 

Beth Hertzler, Spiritwear (Merchandise) 

Beth Kluger, Block Party 

 

Jennifer Quarles, SHIP 

 

Beth Shamaiengar, Reflections 

 

Paula Simmons, Membership 

 

Tanya Song, Newsletter 

 

Bambi Walters, Hospitality  
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