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June 2015                                    

Bulldog Press 

 
Dear Berkeley Families:  
 

It is hard to believe that the end of the year is upon us. We have en-
joyed many special events and occasions together this year. Most 
recently, our eighth graders enjoyed their Stepping Up Ceremony 
and the eighth grade dance. From the Turkey Trot to the Block Par-
ty, students have had a variety of engaging experiences this year 
that they will not soon forget. Academically, students have worked 
extremely hard during SOLs and experienced expedited retakes for 
the first time in middle school. 
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know your students this year, 
and I encourage you to have your child read daily and practice math 
concepts every day during the summer. Modeling reading in the 
home helps students to develop the love of reading which is an inte-
gral part of the success of every student. 
 
I wish you a fantastic summer full of positive experiences and time 
well-spent with family. I look forward to next year for a continuing 
partnership with you for the success of our students. For those fam-
ilies who have eighth graders matriculating to high school, best 
wishes to you for a smooth transition filled with “PAWS”itivity and 
success. 
 

 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 

 
Michelle D. Banks 
Principal 
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What’s New in 6th Grade?  

Wow! We can’t believe the end of the year is here! After a year of hard work and the SOLs, the sixth 
graders got to enjoy field trips to the Air and Space Museum, Watermen’s Museum, and the Victory 
Center at Yorktown. Even though the rain tried to dampen the fun, everyone still had a great time. 
Here are some pictures from our adventures: 
 
 

 
 
This final week of school will include some more fun 
activities like making solar ovens to cooking s’mores 
and participating in hands on projects in the classes. 
 
The sixth grade teachers would like to thank all the 
students and parents for a wonderful and successful 
year. We wish all the students the best and hope every-
one has a fantastic summer! See you next year! 
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What’s New in 7th Grade?  

English classes have closed out the year with great practice activities for the SOL test. Some students 
used the novel Freak the Mighty to review essential knowledge skills. Other classes finished up their 
versions of scenes from Shakespeare’s Richard III. We enjoyed watching the scenes in order…just 
like the Bard intended! We also read Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet, a historical fiction 
work set in a Japanese internment camp during WWII. 
 
Social Studies classes are wrapping up the year with a unit that includes the Civil Rights Movement 
and the Vietnam War. Although we did not take an SOL test this year, students prepared for the cu-
mulative end of year test which was given in its place. We were also excited to welcome Mr. Jim 
Icenhour, a Vietnam veteran who spoke with some 7th grade students about the war. His visit was a 
result of our field trip earlier in the year to the replica of the Vietnam War Memorial. 
 
In Math news, Mrs. Chamblee and Kelly want to take this opportunity to thank all our parents for a 
great year! We had an incredibly successful year and we are proud of all our students accomplished 
this year! 
 
The seventh grade celebrated all the successes of the year with a pizza picnic on Tuesday, June 9. 
Students enjoyed some outside time followed by indoor movie fun. Have a great summer! 

What’s New in 8th Grade? 

The year end for 8th grade is filled with exciting events!  Our students are taking their final steps 

toward becoming high school students! 

 

Students completed their SOL tests.  The last four weeks have been a stressful time for our students 

and teachers, but it was also a time to celebrate the success of the 2014-2015 school year! 

 

Our annual Go Kart’s Plus trip was a bust due to rain, but we went ahead with a wonderful picnic 

lunch thanks to our many parent volunteers and generous donations. The whole eighth graders 

went to see the movie, Tomorrow Land, in Newtown to make up for the cancellation. 

 

Students participated in Stepping-Up Ceremony on Monday, 

June 8th at the Williamsburg Community Chapel. This rite of 

passage event marked an important milestone for our stu-

dents. Congratulations and we will miss you! 

 

https://www.pinterest.com/jruechel/8th-grade-graduation/


Foreign Language Department 
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Latin: 

Thirteen Berkeley students recently chose to participate in the NJCL National Latin Exam. These 
students included a combination of Latin I and II students. The NLE was administered to over 
150,000 Latin students from all 50 states and 20 foreign countries. I am especially proud to note 
that ALL students performed within or above the national average. Special recognition has been giv-
en to the students listed below. These students will soon receive a certificate and/or medal in recog-
nition of their outstanding performance. 

 

Latin I: Sierra Carne  Achievement Certificate 

 

Latin II:  

Oliver O’Neal  Gold Medal, summā cum laude 

Anna Song   Gold Medal, summā cum laude 

Thomas Hallett  Gold Medal, summā cum laude 

Elim Utterback  Silver Medal, maximā cum laude 

Kelli Mullen  Silver Medal, maximā cum laude 

Shubh Patel  Silver Medal, maximā cum laude 

Roan Schumann  Silver Medal, maximā cum laude 

German: 

The highlight of the last quarter for all German classes was the unit on German-speaking artists. We 
began by learning about the major periods in European art history (Ask your student to tell you 
about “Biedermeier” or “German Expressionism”!). We then delved into more detail about the Vien-
na Secession movement and focused on the Viennese artist Gustav Klimt in preparation for our field 
trip to the theater to view “Woman in Gold”. The field trip was a huge success and students loved 
this artistic movie! 

 

Students then chose an artist to research and present to the class. Part of their project entailed either 
reproducing one of their artist’s works or creating an original work in the style of their artist. The re-
sults were amazing and are exhibited on the walls of the German trailer until the end of the year. If 
you haven’t yet had an opportunity to stop by, e-mail Frau Waltner (keri.waltner@wjccschools.org) 
to set up a time to come and have your own private “Gallery Walk.”    

The following on the next page are just a few examples of the student art. German parents can visit 
their ParentVUE page for a slideshow with more pictures. 

Students,  VIEL SPASS IM SOMMER!  

 

mailto:keri.waltner@wjccschools.org


Foreign Language Department Cont’d 
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Baikel Paige (8th grade) imitated Friedensreich Hundertwasser’s 
“Trees.”  

LEFT: Taylor Herner & Brianna Passero (7th grade) 

sculpted Tilman Riemenschneider’s “Eve in the Gar-

den” in clay. 

RIGHT: Heaven Morningstar (8th grade) carved Veit 

Stoss’ “Kruzufix.” 

May Hlaing (8th grade) created a female 

portrait in the style of Gustav Klimt.  

Not “Woman in Gold” but “Woman in 

Red”. 

Matt Ruane (7th grade) recreated 
Albrecht Dürer’s “Christ on the 
Cross.” 



Foreign Language Department Cont’d 
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French: 

Congratulations to the following students who are National Laureates or received an 
honorable mention on the National French Contest: 

Leo Murphy, Cherise Dunn, Audra Cote, Sophia Freiling, Finn Hulse, Marta Backman, 
Marie Anderson, Sunjal Patel, Alexi Mills, Andie Mooradian, Emery Shelly, Joanna 
Stathopoulos. 

 

On May 7th, French 2 students went to the Blue Talon Bistro to taste some French 
dishes and the PTA helped cover part of the cost of this field trip. Thank you so much! 

 

French A1 students are presently reviewing before the final exam with a variety of 

games. They are discovering one played by French children, “le jeu des 7 familles.” 

Students are now able to express themselves in full and fluent sentences in French. 
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Bridge Club 

Based on the expected number of bridge club students who will be coming to Berkeley from Rawls 

Byrd Elementary and James River Elementary in September, I anticipate that Berkeley will have one 

of the two largest clubs, if not the largest, next year. So we need additional teachers who might be 

interested in learning the game and working with the kids.  

 

The lady that coordinated the school bridge programs in Norfolk and Virginia Beach over many 

years passed away earlier this year. I am working with one of the teachers in Virginia Beach to coor-

dinate the Norfolk and Virginia Beach programs. Virginia Beach already has 2 schools that want to 

add a bridge program in the fall. If we can get a large percentage of the Norfolk and Virginia Beach 

students to join our tournament in Williamsburg in February 2016, we are possibly looking at having 

over 100 students at the tournament. 

 

The 2016 Youth North American Bridge Championships are going to be held in Washington, D.C. 

Parents are already talking about taking their students to that tournament. So new students should 

start thinking now about joining the bridge club in September if they want to learn the fun game of 

bridge, increase their critical thinking skills, and have an opportunity to join other students in 

Washington, D.C. next summer.  

 

Your Bridge Coach,  James Davis 

Block Party 

The annual Block Party on May 29th was a huge success! The weather was fabulous. The students 
had a great time on the inflatables. They also enjoyed games, food, and a performance by the SHIP 
dancers. Thanks again to all of the donors who helped make the event a success: 

7-11 Bypass Road, 7-11 Merrimac Trail, Chick-Fil-A Mooretown Road, Anna's Brick Oven Pizza, Dor-
aldos, Domio’s-John Tyler Highway, Z Pizza, Farm Fresh-John Tyler Highway, Harris Teeter, The 
Fresh Market, and Martin's Foods. 

PTA sends out a BIG thank you to the teachers, staff, and custodians for their help and a BIG thank 
you to the parent volunteers for their support.   

 



Eighth Graders Party Under the Stars 

at “Bulldog Walk of Fame” 

Just over 200 8th graders had a blast on Friday, June 5, at the semi-formal dance traditionally held as a farewell celebra-
tion for 8th graders. To go along with the “Bulldog Walk of Fame” theme, the gym hallway was decorated with scores of 
colorful stars that 8th graders had made, and shimmering stars hung overhead from one end of the hall to the other. DJ 
Peter Scarola kept lots of students on the dance floor beneath strings of lights and a sparkling mirror ball, and others 
tried their hand at cornhole or put on crazy costumes in the photo booth. Students enjoyed plenty of free food and 
drinks, and a handful of gift cards were given out throughout the evening. 

Thank you to the following vendors and parents who generously provided donated or discounted food or equipment for 
our event: 

Nealla Champagne, Farm Fresh-John Tyler Highway, English Holland, James River Audio-Visual Services, Martin’s, 
Maurizio’s, The Pita Pit, Smartshot Photo Booth, Williamsburg Event Rentals and Williamsburg Occasions.  

And thanks also to the many teachers, administrators, custodial staff, and 8th-grade parents who helped to make this 
event possible.  We hope the dance was a fun celebration for the Berkeley class of 2015! 

 B ULLDOG PR ESS  Page 8 



Eighth Grade Stepping Up Ceremony 

Our class of 2015 held the eighth grade Stepping Up Ceremony on June 8 at Williamsburg Commu-
nity Chapel. The program was opened with music by our Berkeley 7th grade orchestra and band and 
a welcome message from Mrs. Banks. Dr. Cathy Worley, principal of Jamestown High School, was 
the guest speaker encouraging our soon-to-be high schoolers to continue on their success. Around 
20 students out of 352 were recognized for earning all A’s throughout the three years at Berkeley. 
Also, Henry Matthews was awarded the Citizenship Award by Ms. Marguerite Brown, DAR repre-
sentative, for his countless hours of service and leadership. The audience applauded him with a 
standing ovation. Four chosen eighth graders — Sha’maya Burton, Michael Crumb, Benjamin 
Petrakis, and Avery Walters — were student speakers who shared their experience and words of wis-
dom. Then, each homeroom teacher called eighth graders by name and awarded their diplomas. The 
ceremony ended with closing remarks by Dr. Trici Boland and Mr. Edward Van Dyke. Congratula-
tions!  
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Letter from PTA President Kristyn Allred 

 
Dear Berkeley Families and Friends, 
 

It is with some tenderness that I write this entry for the newsletter as it will be my last one as a 

Berkeley parent. My youngest of five children will be finishing middle school and moving on to high 

school this week. I have been at Berkeley for over a decade and have thoroughly enjoyed the associa-

tions I have had with teachers, administrators, staff, parents, and students.  It really is a magical 

place, and I am especially grateful to all of the teachers who taught an Allred in the past dec-

ade. What a gift to have great teachers who are making a difference in the lives of our children. My 

oldest three children have been traveling the world and they still refer to their time in Williamsburg 

as incredibly valuable and important to them. People sometimes bemoan the American public school 

system but I am grateful for the service we have received from many amazing teachers and adminis-

trators who work tirelessly on behalf of our kids. We are truly blessed to have quality education 

where we live. 

 

To finish up a fabulous year we have enjoyed the Block Party, the 8th grade dance, and the Stepping 

Up Ceremony. Each class has enjoyed some celebration to mark the close of another year.  We have 

survived SOLs and other exams and hopefully our students have increased their knowledge and un-

derstanding of the world. Thanks to all of you who have made working, playing, and learning at 

Berkeley so wonderful for me and my family.     
 
Sincerely, 

Kristyn Allred 
PTA President 
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Have a great summer! 

 

September 8: First Day of School for 2015-16  

 

 

Upcoming Events 
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PTA Executive Board 2014-2015 

Kristyn Allred, President 

 

Sue Barton, Vice President 

 

Cathie Weddington, Treasurer 

 

Shan Li, Secretary 

 

Tracy Luck, Block Party 

 

Bambi Walters, Hospitality 

 

Mara Hallett  and 

Lauren Jenkins, Membership 

 

Meghan Brewer and  

Amy Thornberry, Merchandise/Spiritwear 

Tanya Song and Beth Shamaiengar, Newsletter 

 

Beth Shamaiengar, Reflections and 8th Grade 

Dance 

 

Tracy Herner, SHIP 

 

Mark and Trista Sikes, Passive Fundraising 

(Boxtops, Shoparoo, etc.) 

 

Jenny DeVasher, PTA Council 

 

Meghan Brewer and  

Amy Thornberry, Turkey Trot  

 

Sue Barton, Volunteer Coordinator 

 


