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March 2015                                    

Bulldog Press 

 
Dear Berkeley Families:  
 
I hope all of you fared well during all of our snow days. The students have 
come back with a sense of focus and understanding that we have a lot to ac-
complish in a short period of time. Even with the added instructional 
minutes, SOLs will soon be upon us. Spring officially started on March 20, 
and with that is the reality that we are in the culminating portion of our 
school year. Please encourage your students to attend school regularly, fo-
cus on academics, and take advantage of our upcoming SOL remediation 
programs. Information and invitations are forthcoming. 

There are several fantastic, thrilling events that are in store for the spring. 
In addition to the excitement of SOLs, students will be able to enjoy the up-
coming Block Party on May 29. There is something for everyone at this fes-
tive event. There are inflatables, games, and contests of all sorts to challenge 
your competitive spirit. Our 8th grade dance will be held on June 5, 2015. 
Eighth graders will be able to enjoy a semi-formal event very similar to 
prom. We look forward to choosing the upcoming theme and encourage 
your eighth grader to participate. Keep in mind that the dress code will still 
be in play and we look forward to our students all “gussied” up for such a 
special occasion. 

We at Berkeley continue to encourage you to be an active part of our school 
through the PTA. We need your dedication and time to make these memora-
ble school events the best they can be. If you are interested in helping with 
either the 8th Grade Dance or the Block Party, please do not hesitate to con-
tact me or email our PTA president, Kristyn Allred, at ktallred7@gmail.com. 
You are also welcome to e-mail me at michelle.banks@wjccschools.org. 
Thank you for your continued support and participation because We’re All 
in This Together – Expect Success. 
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 

 
Michelle D. Banks 
Principal 
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What’s New in 6th Grade?  

Over halfway done! We are quickly approaching the end of the third quarter which means 
SOL tests are right around the bend. All sixth grade students will take a Math and Reading 
SOL test. The tests are the week of May 18th for sixth graders. We ask for your help in mak-
ing sure all the students are more than ready to pass these assessments by checking over 
homework each night and having students go back over review material. A great review site 
for math is http://education.jlab.org/solquiz/. Also, parents can visit  
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/practice_items/ for practice in both subject areas. 
 
BE ON THE LOOKOUT: The sixth grade science teachers will also be sending home infor-
mation soon regarding the field trips the grade level does every year after SOLs. 
 
Math: In Foundations of Algebra Part I, the students have been introduced to integers and 
solving equations for the first time! We also worked on the circumference and area of circles, 
coordinate plane and properties. We have two more units, statistics and measurement, be-
fore we kick off our big SOL centers-based review. Here is a picture some students created to 
illustrate one of the mathematical properties they learned! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Foundations of Algebra Part II, the students worked on Quadrilaterals, Surface Area/
Volume, Proportions, and Similar Figures. The last two units that will be covered are Trans-
formations and Statistics before their SOL centers-based review begins. 
 
Science: Sixth grade science classes just finished up awesome air pressure demonstrations 
that the students really enjoyed. For the remainder of the quarter, we will be hurrying 
through our weather unit in hopes of testing on April 3rd (the Friday before spring break). It 
is very important that students keep up with homework during this time. In addition, stu-
dents should make every attempt to be in school 
every day during the next two weeks as we will 
spend only one day teaching many of the remaining 
weather topics. The inclement weather has really 
put a damper on our weather unit! 
 

http://www.sjrschool.com/grade-6-websites.php
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What’s New in 7th Grade?  

In Life Science classes, students are working on classification and understanding how char-
acteristics of organisms help identify them. One method of classification is reading a dichot-
omous key. We are creating “Out of This World” creatures using the skill of reading a dichot-
omous key. We also practiced classification using Jelly Belly jelly beans to identify the flavor. 
Science students put their knowledge to use when they overwhelmingly answered well on a 
foreign language trivia question on the Bulldog News. The question asked them to identify 
the Galapagos Islands and the lucky winner won the prize! 

 

Mrs. Jones’s classes have welcomed Ms. Sarah Clark from William and Mary as a student 
teacher. She has been teaching poetry in 1st and 2nd periods and will soon add 5th and 6th pe-
riod to her schedule. Mrs. Jones’s 5th and 6th period classes have been reading a play adapta-
tion of The Diary of Anne Frank. This is a great tie in with what is coming next in our history 
classes! 

 

Several of our students who were 13 years old were able to take advantage of the free show-
ing of Selma at the Regal New Town Theater on Saturday, March 7. The free showing was 
open to commemorate the 50th anniversary of “Bloody Sunday,” the Selma to Montgomery 
March, and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

 

Did you know that a percent is a comparison to 100? Did you know that a discount is sub-
tracted from the original amount and that tax and tip are added? Our 7th graders do!  We 
have spent the last six weeks working with real world applications of percentages. Our next 
unit of study will answer the following question: What do family trees and quadrilaterals 
have in common? We welcome Heather Hoskins, a student teacher from William and Mary, 
to Mrs. Chamblee’s classes. Ms. Hoskins will be working with students until she graduates in 
May. 

http://riverview.riverdelta.org/teachers.html
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What’s New in 8th Grade? 

Mrs. Johnson’s  Pearls of Great Price(POGP) Mentoring Program currently has about twenty-five 8th grade 

girls participating. They meet on selected Friday afternoons here at Berkeley with about 25-30 Big Sister 

Mentors from the College of William & Mary. The focus of the mentoring program this year is developing 

leadership and positive character qualities in our 8th grade girls. The girls have participated in skits and 

small group discussions with their big sisters and are looking forward to planning a community service pro-

ject during this semester. They have enjoyed a meet-and-greet afternoon, a girl-talk pizza party, and discus-

sions about planning for high school. They are looking forward to a visit to the College of William & Mary this 

spring. The faculty advisor and contact person for the POGP Mentoring Program is Marjie Johnson, eighth 

grade science teacher at Berkeley. 

 

In 8th  Grade English, we are reviewing for the writing SOL test to be given March 31, April 1 and 2. This is a 

very important state assessment so students need to be present for testing each day. English teachers are re-

viewing the strategies to enhance the writing process. We are also going over all of the 43 possible prompts 

the students could have for the writing portion of the test. For additional review at home we suggest going to 

the Virginia Department of Education website to access released SOL tests from past years. In addition, 

iq.poquoson.org is an excellent site for practice as well. Both of these sites are good not only for writing prac-

tice but for reading practice as well. 

Math 8 students are currently studying composite figures and will continue a study of geometry with several 

more topics. Algebra 1 students are currently studying polynomials and will transition into factoring later in 

the grading period. Geometry students are currently studying quadrilaterals and other polygons. They have 

recently done an activity on tessellations.  

Science is just wrapping up a unit on work, power, and simple machines called “Workin’ It Out.”  We will be 

starting a new unit called “Energize Me” next week. In this unit, we will explore the transformations and con-

versions between the different types of energy. 

 

Civics classes are planning a field trip to the Court House for later this month. The students will tour the 

courthouse facilities, meet with a Judge and an attorney who will explain their roles in the judicial process, 

and have the opportunity to see the holding cells and security features. The trip completes the Civics portion 

of the curriculum and classes will begin Economics for the remainder of the year. On March 11th,  Civics and 

Economics teachers worked with the Guidance Department to get all rising 9th grade students registered for 

high school. This year the students registered online for the first time! The online registration gives the stu-

dents the opportunity to review their subject choices with their parents and make changes if necessary. 

 

The 8th grade teachers are preparing for our year-end activities, such as the 8th Grade Dance on June 5th, the 

June 8th Stepping Up Ceremony and our annual trip to Go Carts Plus, which we anticipate happening after 

SOL Tests. We would like to request that parents consider volunteering to help with the picnic lunch we serve 

to the students when we return from Go Carts Plus. In the past, we have served fried chicken, purchased by 

the teachers,  and side dishes and drinks prepared or donated by the parent volunteer. A request for volun-

teers will be sent home with students in early May so we can prepare for the outing. Information will also be 

sent home regarding volunteer assistance needed for the 8th Grade Dance. 



Foreign Language Department 
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Latin: 

 

Latin IA – Lots of exciting things are happening both in and outside of the Latin classroom. Berke-
ley Latin IA students recently attended Latin Day at CNU and were very successful in the arts and 
crafts contests. In addition to our standard focus on grammar, vocabulary and translation, Latin IA 
students prepared a mosaic that warmed or welcomed guests to their home using the newly learned 
Imperative Mood. 

 

Latin I and II – Latin I and II students will be participating in both the Virginia Classical Exam 
and National Latin Exam during the month of March. Please wish these students luck.  

 

 

 



Foreign Language Department Cont’d 
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French: 

Snow days prevented students from celebrating Mardi Gras and trying crepes prepared by Madame 
Peeters. The event was postponed and finally all students learned how to make them by swirling the 
pan to have very fine crepes, something different than pancakes. 

Students took part in the National French Contest on March 19th. This contest is excellent practice 

for those who will take advanced French classes in high school. Both French 2 and French 1A level 

classes participated. 

 

 



Foreign Language Department Cont’d 
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German: 

To celebrate World Language Week (March 9-13), we had a guest speaker, Terrence Mack, who is a 
senior at William and Mary studying German and International Relations. Some students were fa-
miliar with Terrence, since he spoke to our classes last year as well. Since he was last with us, Ter-
rence had the opportunity to spend the summer in Berlin/Potsdam as a Robert Gates scholarship 
recipient. He told us about his studies and travels and encouraged Berkeley students to already start 
thinking about studying abroad. He also mentioned that German universities are essentially free, so 
if you can qualify, it is definitely a cheaper option than the tuitions in U.S. institutions!  

 

Period 1: This class has been learning about housing in Germany and how different the housing 
culture is. Ask your student why everything is smaller in Germany and what the deal is with beds/
bedding and/or laundry!  

Period 2: German 2 has been studying body parts and had fun creating “monsters” with 7 heads 

and 9 arms. They then learned how to use this “bodily” vocabulary to talk about illnesses and inju-

ries. We are now embarking on vocabulary to describe daily personal hygiene routines.  

Periods 3 & 4: In late January, these two classes were invited to Frau Waltner’s home to sample 

two traditional Swiss dishes: fondue and raclette. A great time was had by all as major amounts of 

cheese were consumed! In class, we are continuing with our study of the school system and how to 

talk about classes and teachers. Students seem to think that claiming “Frau Waltner ist toll!” (Frau 

Waltner is great!) on their quiz gets them extra brownie points! 

Spanish: 

 

In Spanish 1A, we are finishing our school unit and are about to begin our community unit after 
spring break. 

 

In Spanish 1, we are finishing our community unit and will be starting our family unit after spring 
break. 

 

In Spanish 2, we are studying our travel unit including going on an airline travel and staying at a ho-
tel and the beach. 
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Bridge Club 

The theatre department is chartering an International 

Junior Thespian Troupe at Berkeley Middles School. 

Twenty-four students received an invitation to apply for 

induction. The Thespian Society is a theatre honor society 

which rewards students for theatre and academic excel-

lence. Accepted candidates will be formally inducted at a 

ceremony this spring.  

The BMS theatre department invites you to attend Dis-

ney’s High School Musical Onstage, March 27 & 28 at 7 

pm and March 29 at 2pm. Adult tickets are $10 and stu-

dent tickets are $8. 

Over 50  students and two teachers will be participating in 

our spring musical. Lead roles will be played as follows: 

Troy Bolton- Jack Cherry, Gabriella Montes – Kayla Toli-

ver, Sharpay Evans – Elizabeth Gallant, Ryan Evans – 

Bryce Kelso, Chad Danforth – Benjamin Paulk, Taylor 

McKessie – Christine Strong, Ms. Darbus – Mrs. Maiorana 

(6th grade history) and Coach Bolton – Sonya Cater

(Spanish). 

BMS Theatre 

First Tech Challenge 

The Berkeley STEM club robotics team competed in Rich-

mond, at the Arthur Ashe Center, on December 6th in the 

FIRST Tech Challenge, Central Virginia Qualifying Tour-

nament, "Cascade Effect." The Competition for 7th thru 

12th grades is sponsored by Rockwell Collins to ignite en-

thusiasm for science and technology. BMS technology 

teacher Richard Goode and research engineer from NASA 

Langley, Trey Arthur, directed the team for the second 

year. Starting in October, the team began problem solving 

by drawing ideas for the TETRIX robot drive system and 

gripper features, and progressed into control sensors and 

NXT programming in RobotC. The teams competed to 

place as many of the 160 plastic balls as possible into 

movable goals and position their robots on ramps or in 

goal areas. Berkeley Bulldogs finished 12th overall in the 

23 Team Kamen Division. Berkeley was chosen by  

the judges as 1 of 3 finalists for the PTC Design Award. 

Berkeley's team consisted of Grayson Arthur who created 

2 programs for the Autonomous 30 second period to move 

the robot from the ramp to the floor or from the floor us-

ing the IR sensor to find the kickstand to release a cascade 

of balls, and Jordan Eriksen who joined Grayson for the 2 

min. Driver Control Period, controlling the crane arm and 

gripper. The design and construction team also consisted 

of Boheng Mu, Josh Cosby, Heaven Morningstar, Kush 

Patel, and Elim Utterback. The team showed a lot of  

“Gracious Professionalism" as they were very competitive 

while showing respect and kindness to other competitors. 

Special thanks goes out to the PTA and Mrs. Banks for 

supporting this program. 

  

The 2016 Youth North American Bridge Cham-
pionships (YNABC) is going to be held in Wash-
ington D.C. next summer. It is expected that this 
tournament will be the largest group of students 
going compared to the number of students who 
went to the 2013 YNABC in Atlanta, the 2014 
YNABC in Las Vegas, and those who will be go-
ing to Chicago this summer for the 2015 
YNABC. Students who would like to have an op-
portunity to attend the 2016 YNABC and who 
did not participate in this year's bridge club can 
get an early start on next year's club by coming 
to this year's last club meeting on March 31 and 
learning a bridge activity that they can practice 
with their family and friends during the sum-
mer. Next year's club should have some talented 
students as incoming bridge players from James 
River and Rawls Byrd join those who were 
members of the Berkeley club this year.   



Mathcounts 

Berkeley Mathcounts team, under the leadership of Coach Ray Hanson and Mayee Chen, won first 

place in the regional Mathcounts competition which was held at Hampton University on February 

21. Six local schools including Berkeley, Hornby, Tabb, Grafton, Hampton Roads Academy, Spratley 

Gifted Center with 60 students participated in this annual event.  

 

The following team members who will proceed to the state competition on April 4th against other 

regional champions in Virginia are the following: Leo Murphy, Finn Hulse, Anna Song, Boheng Mu, 

Emery Shelley 

 

Berkeley is also proud to report five of our 12 member team placed top 10(out of 60) in the individu-

al competition. The following are the placements: 

1st: Leo Murphy  

3rd: Emery Shelley 

4th: Finn Hulse 

6th: Anna Song 

8th: Boheng Mu 

 

Additionally, 11th-14th places were also claimed by 4 of our members: David Bass, Peter Stauffer, 

Ollie O'Neal, Anna Zhang. 

 

Also, Leo Murphy placed 1st in the Countdown round where the top 12 competed against one-on-one 

with a challenging math problem presented on the overheard projector screen. Competitors had one 

minute to answer each question. 

 

Each member consistently met on Fridays even taking advantage of the snow days and meeting out-

side of school, and worked hard preparing for this event. Special thanks goes out to Coach Ray Han-

son, who've volunteered and coached Mathcounts for 25 years, and have inspired BMS to secure the 

first place consecutively every year. Also, 

our assistant coach, Mayee Chen, who is a 

senior at Jamestown and award winning 

Mathcounts alumni, have taught and lead 

as a role model to our Mathcounts mem-

bers. And most importantly, each parent 

who've encouraged and dedicated their 

time into this organization deserves much 

credit to their success. Congratulations!  
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Letter from PTA President Kristyn Allred 

Dear Berkeley Families and Friends, 
 
 
After surviving a rather cold and snowy winter, spring is in the air, and there are many events to 
look forward to at BMS. The first week of May is Teacher Appreciation Week when we will be hon-
oring the best teachers and staff around. If you would like to help us by sending in food or getting 
involved in this celebration, please email me at ktallred7@gmail.com. Another way to volunteer is 
by helping tutor our ESL students with reading. You don't need to know another language and the 
one-on-one time really makes a difference in the academic success of these students. Please con-
tact Debbie.Cox@wjccschools.org if you have an hour to give during the week.  Our biggest event 
of the year, the Block Party, will be held on May 29th from 3-6 pm. There will be lots of rides, 
games, food, and fun. For our 8th graders we have a semi-formal dance on June 5th and the Step-
ping Up Ceremony on June 8th. 

 

My youngest son is graduating from Berkeley this year which means that after 11 years of being in-
volved at this wonderful school, we are moving on. May I simply say, it has been a pleasure and a 
joy to be a part of the Berkeley family and I strongly encourage each of you to get involved in some 
way at this wonderful school. Being a part of the PTA is a rewarding way to make a positive impact 
on your school and send a message to your student that you value them and their education. We 
are now looking for people to help our PTA next year and we would love to hear from you. 

 

Thanks for having great kids.  They are the reason we do what we do! 

Sincerely, 

Kristyn Allred 
PTA President 
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Block Party 

The annual Berkeley Block Party is Friday,  
May 29th, 3:15 to 6:00. The afterschool festi-
val will have inflatable amusements, games, 
food, and FUN! Ticket sales will be in May. A 
flyer will be posted on the BMS website with 
information and prices for wristbands and 
tickets. Adult volunteers are needed. Sign Up 
Genius will be available soon for volunteers. 
Thank you! 

 

Volunteers for 8th Grade Dance  

Planning will begin soon for the 8th Grade Dance, 
a semi-formal event that is a wonderful culmina-
tion of middle school for our 8th graders. The 
Berkeley PTA is now seeking volunteers to assist 
with tasks including choosing a theme, publicity, 
designing tickets and selling them during lunches, 
seeking and picking up food donations, decorat-
ing, serving drinks/food at the dance, and clean-
up afterward—and if any parent would like to 
chair this effort, we welcome your leadership! If 
you’d like to help make this a festive celebration 
for our 8th graders, e-mail Beth Shamaiengar at 
rbsp29@gmail.com. And mark your calendar for 
June 5th so your student can be part of the event!  

mailto:ktallred7@gmail.com
mailto:Debbie.Cox@wjccschools.org
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March 27-29: Disney’s High School Musical Onstage at 7pm on 3/27-28, 2pm on 3/29 

 

April 6-10: Spring Break 

 

April 17: BMS Dance 

 

April 20, 5pm: PTA Board Meeting in Media Center 

 

May 4-8: Teacher Appreciation Week 

 

May 18-June 5: SOL  Testing 

 

May 29: Block Party, 3-6pm 

 

June 5: 8th Grade Dance 

 

June 8: 8th Grade Stepping Up Ceremony 

Upcoming Events 
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PTA Executive Board 2014-2015 

Kristyn Allred, President 

 

Sue Barton, Vice President 

 

Cathie Weddington, Treasurer 

 

Shan Li, Secretary 

 

Tracy Luck, Block Party 

 

Bambi Walters, Hospitality 

 

Mara Hallett  and 

Laura Jenkins, Membership 

 

Meghan Brewer and  

Amy Thornberry, Merchandise/Spiritwear 

Tanya Song and Beth Shamaiengar, Newsletter 

 

Beth Shamaiengar, Reflections and 8th Grade 

Dance 

 

Tracy Herner, SHIP 

 

Mark and Trista Sikes, Passive Fundraising 

(Boxtops, Shoparoo, etc.) 

 

Jenny DeVasher, PTA Council 

 

Meghan Brewer and  

Amy Thornberry, Turkey Trot  

 

Sue Barton, Volunteer Coordinator 

 


