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March 2014                                    

Bulldog Press 

Dear Berkeley Families: 
 
We recently had a presenter, Mark Brown, speak with our sixth and seventh 
graders about taking a stand against bullying.  In his message, he quoted 
Mother Teresa, saying, “Let no one ever come to you without leaving better 
and happier.”  These twelve impactful words resonated with me…What if 
everyone took a little time to make sure of those they come in contact with? 
A smile or “hello” are small gestures that have great impact. 
 
Mr. Brown’s challenge to us was to “change a life”– be a little kinder…a little 
stronger…a little more loving, patient, and better. PAWSitive thinking is 
transformational, so imagine how awesome life could be if everyone 
worked toward having PAWSitive words! I know I beam when someone rec-
ognizes something I have done, compliments my outfit, or just takes a mo-
ment to see how I am doing. It makes us feel special to know that someone 
is thinking of us. Similarly, it is a wonderful feeling seeing happy faces of 
children, parents, and teachers.  It does me well to know you are joyful! 
 
So, in these last few weeks remaining in the 2013-14 school year—did you 
know we have less than 60 days left in the school year!? – I really want us 
to strive to “change a life”…What will be your random act of kindness?  
Could you be nicer to someone?  You can work to do one “extra” nice thing 
for someone else each week—leave a note, buy a snack, or sit and talk with 
someone you would not normally sit and talk with! Courage is contagious, 
and it takes courage to take a stand for making others feel valued, impor-
tant, and appreciated. 
 
Please enjoy this quarter’s newsletter.  You will see that we have much to 
celebrate because we have an amazing student body that works and plays 
hard in everything we do.  “Thank you” never feels like it is enough when it 
comes to the support and partnership shown by each of you.  The success of 
our children comes when we are all in this together, BELIEVING and help-
ing to make these middle school years a time that our children can fondly 
remember. 
 
Warmest Regards, 
 
Karen Swann 
Principal  
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Berkeley and Amateur Radio Club Team Up for Sixth 
Graders’ Chat with Space Station Astronaut 

On January 7, Berkeley students and guests partook in a once in a lifetime ex-
perience of 10 minute live chat with Expedition 38 Flight Engineer Mike Hop-
kins of NASA while on board the International Space Station crossing over the 
Earth. Thanks to Mrs. Marjorie Thrash and Mr. Robert Bruce submitting a pro-
posal to NASA, Berkeley was selected in a program called ARISS with the assis-
tance of the Williamsburg Fire Department. The fire department used the lad-
der to mount the radio antenna atop the school (picture below).  Also, the Wil-
liamsburg Area Amateur Radio Club brought  in the equipment and a radio 
tower to make the event possible.  

 
NASA scientists were present to educate and inspire the audience about apply-
ing their knowledge of science, math, and engineering to real life happenings on 
the space station and even the possibility of going to Mars. A line of 6th grade 
students was formed to ask  questions directly to Engineer Hopkins.  Sixth 
grade students were chosen because it is the only middle school grade which 
instructs about space in a unit of the Standards of Learning. The whole event 
can be viewed on youtube, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JtBYXBHtDdk.  
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Below: NASA chief scientist, Ellen Stofan, shares her knowledge with the audience. 



Mathcounts 
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The BMS Mathcounts team had another excellent 
year resulting from Coaches Ray Hanson and 
Mayee Chen and the team members’ hard work. A 
group of 20+ students faithfully and consistently 
met from summer until March to prepare for the 
Peninsula Regional and the State Competition. Ten 
members were chosen to compete at regional. 

 

Peninsula Regional competition was held on Feb-
ruary 22 at Hampton University with over 80 par-
ticipants from 6 different schools. Berkeley team 
had much to celebrate. They placed 1st in the re-
gional which resulted the 4 team members ad-
vanced to the State Competition. Moreover, 5 of 10 
members of BMS team placed among the top 10 
individual students in the region. The following are 
the placements as individuals: 

1st Stas Kuzmenko 

4th Leo Murphy 

5th Finn Hulse 

7th David Bass 

8th Emery Shelley 

 

The four team members who advanced to the state 
were: Stas Kuzmenko, Leo Murphy, Finn Hulse, 
and Anna Song. 

 

On March 15 Virginia State Mathcounts was held 
in Glen Allen, sponsored by Dominion Virginia 
Power, Raytheon, Northrop Grumman, and Vir-
ginia Society of Professional Engineers. Thirty-
three schools with over 80+ students represented 
the regions of Virginia. Although BMS faced tough 
competition, BMS received 5th place as a team. 
The top 4 students who were all from Northern 
Virginia at the state competition advanced to the 
Nationals which is held in Orlando, Florida.  

 

Congratulations to our awesome Mathcounts team!  
Our great thanks and gratitude go out to Coach 
Hanson and Mayee Chen for their countless hours 
of volunteering with their expertise in math and 
life lessons as well.  

 

   
At the state: Coach Hanson, BMS four members(Finn Hulse, Anna 

Song, Stas Kuzmenko, Leo Murphy) and Mayee Chen. 

Above: Stas Kuzmenko placed 1st in the Regionals. 

Below: The BMS 10 member team (Stas Kuzmenko, Alex Stauffer, Leo 

Murphy, Boheng Mu, David Bass, Finn Hulse, Anna Song, Caitlyn Dila, 

Joanna Stathopoulas, Emery Shelley). 
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BMS Theatre 

Bye Bye Birdie rehearsals are underway, and we are very excited about this year’s cast! Bye Bye Birdie is a musical com-
edy classic. The storyline follows Albert Peterson, a 34 year old Momma’s boy, who is afraid to commit to his longtime 
interest Rose Alvarez, as they try to mastermind one last hit record for teen idol Conrad Birdie. 
Thanks to our audition judges: Ms. Kendall, Mrs. Wargo, Mrs. Leoni, and Mrs. Maioriana. 
Performance dates are March 28th & 29th @7pm and 30th @ 2pm.  
 

Thank you to the PTA! With PTA funding, we were able to purchase an LED spotlight for use in 
our theatre and two transmitter packs and headphone microphones. We are excited to use these 
in our upcoming spring musical, advanced theatre production and school talent show.  

Athletics 

The girls’ volleyball team completed their season with a narrow 3-2 loss in the district championship against Hornsby 
held on February 2 at New Kent High School.  Thanks to Coaches Kevin Riley and Andrea Dorcy for not just stepping in 
at the last minute, but guiding our girls to a great season. 

The boys’ junior varsity basketball team showed much determination and charac-
ter under the excellent guidance of Coach Sedale Watson.  The boys’ varsity bas-
ketball team fell just short of a second district championship in a row when they 
lost to Hornsby in the championship game.  The boys finished the regular season 
and Kiwanis tournament undefeated.  Between their junior varsity and varsity 
seasons, the championship game, held on February 5th at Lafayette High School, 
was their only loss.  Finally, the cheerleading squad from Berkeley won the overall 
district championship held on January 11 at Yorktown Middle School.  Congratu-
lations to Coach Amber Maioriana and her girls!  

Spring seasons (baseball and softball) begin on March 16 as the Bulldogs travel to 
Peasley Middle School in Gloucester to face the Page Eagles.  Full Spring sched-
ules can be found on the BMS website under the student tab.  

What’s New in 6th Grade?  

Science: 
The sixth grade science classes 
enjoyed a visit from WAVY 10 
meteorologist Jeff Edmonson
(right picture) on February 20th. 
Ironically, Mr. Edmonson’s first 
scheduled visit had to be resched-
uled due to the weather! The stu-
dents were very engaged in the 
discussion about severe weather, 
and they asked meaningful ques-
tions regarding careers in meteor-
ology. We are finally wrapping up 
our unit on weather which has 
been extended longer than usual 
due to…the weather! 

Social Studies: 
Grade 6 History studied the 

Revolutionary War and is in the 

midst of analyzing the Articles of 

Confederation which led to the 

writing of The Constitution of the 

United States. We are learning 

about the accomplishments of the 

first 5 presidents of our nation as 

well. We will test during the last 

week of March. Next up: West-

ward Expansion. 
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What’s New in 6th Grade? (continued) 

What’s New in 7th Grade? 

Seventh grade students recently completed a unit studying 
surface area and volume. One activity that proved challeng-
ing involved using real cylinders to predict volume. Stu-
dents compared three cylinders; a dog bowl, a vase, and a 
cake pan. They tried to determine by looking at them which 
would have the greatest volume. Students had a lively dis-
cussion with interesting real world examples supporting 
their conjectures. After using their real world experiences 
to predict which was largest, they were able to test their 
predictions on paper by using the formula for volume. 
Then, they filled the cylinders with water demonstrating 
that their mathematical calculations were accurate. By ana-
lyzing the results, they determined that the radius of a cyl-
inder and not the height has the greatest impact on volume. 
This activity put a spin on a mathematical concept and eve-
ryone had a great time! 
 
Students wrapping up our Great Depression unit discov-
ered some interesting connections between past and pre-
sent by learning about economic concepts. We had lively 
discussions about how our current economic climate com-
pares with that  of the Great Depression era. Students 
learned about the risks and rewards of stock investments 
and how the role of the federal government has changed as 
a result of the economic crisis of the 1930’s. Some students 
were surprised to hear that part of every paycheck is de-
ducted for taxes and Social Security! This unit gave stu-
dents a small preview of the civics and economics they will 
be studying next year. 

Students are also making connections to history through 
their English classes. English teachers have selected sev-
eral historical fiction novels that are set during World War 
II that will complement the lessons students are experi-
encing in history classes. Students have the opportunity to 
read and discuss the complex stories of the Holocaust. 
This topic always encourages interest and the students are 
developing a deeper understanding of the events of that 
time and their implications today. 
 
Students in Ms. Eriksen’s and Ms. Hart’s Reading Re-
source classes have been experimenting with reading with 
iPads. They are able to listen to a book online while they 
read along. They can choose from a variety of genres and 
even some of the most reluctant readers have become in-
terested! 
 
The seventh grade team is looking forward to a strong and 
enjoyable finish going into our SOL testing window in 
May! Please continue to check Edline and contact teachers 
if you have any concerns about your child! 

 Math: 

The sixth graders have been having some fun in math this quarter. Mem-
bers of Ms. Rye and Ms. Marshall’s 4th period classes were able to buy ice 
cream cones and toppings during a lesson on tax, tip, and discount. Every-
one participated in the “decorate the Pi symbol” event with some pretty 
creative items being submitted. Dr. Glisan conducted a contest to see who 
could memorize the most digits of Pi – the winner was Cody Watson who 
memorized 62 numbers! The third quarter will wind down as the sixth 
graders tackle which measure of center is the most appropriate to use, 
mean, median, or mode. In addition, they will compare circle graphs to bar 
graphs, tables and pictographs. Our final unit of the year will conclude with 
finding the probability of dependent and independent events. 
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What’s New in 8th Grade? 

Civics Public Officials Forum: 

8th Grade Civics students had the opportunity to direct 
questions to members of the WJCC School Board and the 
Williamsburg City Council on February 24th.  School board 
members Heather Cordasco, Ruth Larson, and James 
Nickols, along with Williamsburg City Councilman Doug-
las Pons, answered questions from the students regarding 
school board policies, why the members chose to become 
public officials, and what future plans the county and city 
have for the schools.  The forum was very informative! 
 
8th graders ‘Writing to Remember’ trip to Wash-
ington D.C.: 

Eighth graders who made their AR reading goal for both 

the 1st and 2nd quarters of the year were rewarded with a 

field trip to Washington D.C. on February 24, where they 

visited many important monuments and museums that 

connected the 1st semester English curriculum with hands-

on examples of those topics in action. Whether they were 

standing on the spot at the Lincoln Memorial where Mar-

tin Luther King spoke during the March on Washington 

50 years ago, or pondering the atrocities of the Hitler re-

gime in the Holocaust museum, our students were moved 

to examine their own lives through the speeches and writ-

ings of others. Students then added their own voice to his-

tory, as they wrote reflectively, at each of the sites, in their 

journals. This Writing to Remember project gave students 

an opportunity to literally “be” in history and ponder what 

they would have done, thought, said and written had they 

been living during the time. 

Sixty students and eleven teachers and parents left the 

school at 6:30 a.m. on Oleta bus lines, first stopping at 

Chick fil-A for some chicken biscuits, which were gra-

ciously discounted by former BMS parent Wrenn Holland. 

Once in our nation’s capital, students visited the Lincoln 

Memorial, the Martin Luther King Memorial, the Museum 

of American History, the Bureau of Printing and Engrav-

ing, the Hirshhorn Museum of Art and the Holocaust Mu-

seum. A visit to the Golden Corral in Fredericksburg 

rounded out a sunshiny, blue-sky day that will be embed-

ded in our students’ minds forever. The students and 

teachers of the 8th grade were especially thankful to Wal-

mart and BMS PTA for helping to pay for the cost of the 

two charter buses. 

Family Literacy Night: 

Authors, authors and more authors! Berkeley students 

and their families were given a special treat on February 

27th when seven Virginia authors came to the school to be 

a part of our 2nd Annual Family Literacy Night.  

Each author agreed to come, free of charge, to speak about 

writing, the books they’ve written and how one gets their 

books published. Families could choose to attend sessions 

with award-winning authors such as Phyllis Haislip, Sue 

Corbett, Anne Westrick, Aleck Loker, Barbara McLennan, 

Bentley Boyd or Sofia Starnes. 

However, the most popular event of the evening (other 

than the free refreshments provided by our kind parents) 

was the Students on Stage session, where BMS students 

presented their original poems, writings and raps to an au-

dience- packed room. Many students had written poems 

about the power of reading and writing and it was evident 

that they have learned to appreciate the gift of words. 

A free Book Swap was also another popular spot through-

out the evening, as were the Family Journal Making and 

Jumpstarting Your Brain with Yoga sessions. A wall of 

stars, each one with a name of a student who made their 

AR goal at least once in the first semester, greeted atten-

dees as they went to get a little light snack, before continu-

ing on to the Media Center to read to Mrs. Curd’s little dog, 

or meet with the big D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great Students) at a 

table out in the hallway. For those needing more focused 

literary learning opportunities,  there were representatives 

from English as a Second Language services and Literacy 

for Life manning information tables throughout the eve-

ning as well. 

Grade 8 “Write Talk” : 

What steps do you take to be sure you are keeping your 

reader interested?  How has writing been significant or 

useful in your life?  These are a few of the many questions 

8th grade students asked guest speakers at the “Write Talk” 

program.  The 8th grade students had the opportunity to 

learn from a variety of community leaders, school division 

personnel, and parents on how they apply writing in their 

jobs on a daily basis.  This 2-day program drew 25 promi-

nent guest speakers who brought samples of their writing, 

answered a variety of student and staff generated ques-

tions, told memorable stories about writing experiences, 

and conveyed the value and importance of strong writing 

skills.   Students took notes and discussed several of the key 

strategies or a writing message they learned from the 

speaker(s).  While classes were with the speakers, 8th grade 

English teachers had the opportunity to meet one-on-one 

with individual students to discuss writing strengths and 

areas for improvement.  Just in time to prepare for the 

Grade 8 Writing SOL!   



Foreign Language Department 
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French: 

In French, we celebrated World Language Week 
with some special events. All students made es-
pecially creative posters to decorate their lockers. 
Two 6th grade students, Sophie Freiling and 
Ramen Gibson, also won berets for their right 
answers to the question, “Gustave Eiffel built the 
famous Eiffel Tower and which other monument 
in the States?” Finally, Professor Kreydatus from 
the Art Department at the College of William and 
Mary came and talked to all of the French 
classes. He shared some of his artwork, his story 
on how he became an Art professor, and his ex-
perience in Paris as an artist in residence at “La 
Cité Internationale”. He also mentioned the im-
portance of learning another language while in 
school. 

 



Foreign Language Department Cont’d 

Latin: 

On February 26th, 17 students, who were asked 
to be chosen, traveled to Hornsby to compete in 
a Latin Certamen against HMS students. Certa-
men is a quiz bowl game. The students were 
placed on teams of four and competed with 
buzzers trying to be the first team to answer 
Latin grammar, mythology, and history ques-
tions. As a result of competing three rounds, the 
winning team was crowned with a crown of lau-
rel leaves which is a traditional Roman sign of 
victory. Berkeley Latin students won both Level 
1 and Level 2. Congratulations! 

 

In the beginning of March, the students took  
the National Mythology Exam. In mid March, 
they also took the National Latin Exam. Stu-
dents and Mrs. Kim met on a Saturday to pre-
pare for the National Latin Exam and also en-
joyed a movie together afterwards. 

Page 8 
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Right: Students were being crowned with laurel leaves. 

Below: Level 1 students competed in groups of four. 



German: 

Intro to German Language 
and Culture: 

This class has been learning family 

vocabulary, as well as housing vo-

cabulary and cultural differences. 

Foreign Language Department Cont’d 

German 1: 

We are working on family and housing 
in this unit. Students created a family 
tree (some of them fictional) and we 
have spent time talking about the cul-
tural differences in housing practices. 
Ask your student about “separate 
beds” and “German kitchens”! 
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Guest Speaker: 

Most classes had the opportunity to hear a presentation from Frau Stefanie Musser, a native of Bielefeld, Germany on 
Thursday, March 13th. Students wrote questions ahead of time to stimulate discussion. She introduced students to her 
hometown (with its 930-year-old castle) and gave students the opportunity to see the street where her family lives 
through use of Google Earth. We also touched on topics like recent German history, gun control and national pride. It 
was a fascinating day! 

 

 

Spanish: 

Our Spanish I students are progressing with their Spanish.  We have just wrapped up the unit on “My community,” 
where students learn places in their school and community.  Students also just completed a project entitled “My Dream 
Community,” where students created a new community based on a theme.  Just as the Spanish II students demonstrated 
high levels of creativity, the Spanish I students did as well.  The communities were very well planned and creative. The 
Spanish I students moved into the family and celebration unit during the month of March.  We will also be learning 
about clothing and fashion during the month of April.  Finally, during the month of May, students will learn about foods 
and how to converse in a restaurant setting, which is always a favorite of the students!  

 

The Spanish II students continue to excel and increase their Spanish abilities.  We recently filmed commercials for new 
personal hygiene products.  As you know, the Oscars were just held in real life, so we decided to have the “Spanish Os-
cars” for our talented students.  Certificates and awards were given for “Best Actor”, “Best Actress”, “Best New Product”, 
and “Best Overall Commercial.”  The students did a fantastic job!  The commercials were very creative to say the least!   
The Spanish II students will be moving into the travel unit during the months of March and April.  Many students might 
end up traveling during Spring Break, so learning about airport travel, hotel check-in procedures and travel tips will be 
to their benefit.  This is a very fun, practical unit to teach!  
 
Please give your Spanish I or II student a “cinco alto,” or a high five for all of their hard work!  Sra. Cater and Sra. 
Newsome are very proud of them! 

 
 

German 2: 

We are learning to ask for and give 
directions in a German city and we 
also spent time learning about re-
gional German food specialties. One 
of the new challenges is learning to 
define German words IN GERMAN! 



Bridge Club 

We started the 2013 -2014 school year off in October averaging 9 students per class. By the second week in February, 
attendance was down to an average of 6 students who are really interested in learning the game. Bernadette Williams is 
one of my top players out of all students that I have taught. She has played in games with me and other adults as her 
partner. 

Last year Bernadette and Hailey Botkins (transferred to Hornsby this year) were 2 of 4 students from Berkeley who went 
to Atlanta for the Youth North American Bridge Championships (YNABC) and the World Open Youth Bridge Champion-
ships (WOYBC). In the YNABC, Bernadette and Hailey took first place twice in a row followed by a third place win. 

Each year Unit 110 (our local unit) of the American Contract Bridge League sponsors several tournaments in Williams-
burg with one of those tournaments occurring at the end of February or in early March. Last year I initiated a separate 
youth bridge tournament at the ACBL Williamsburg Sectional Tournament on March 2 for my students at Berkeley Mid-
dle School and James River Elementary. Nine students attended the tournament. 

My goal is to make the youth tournament an annual event at the ACBL Tournament in February or March with increas-
ing numbers of participants. This year the ACBL tournament was a Regional tournament that was held on March 1. Since 
I am teaching at 6 schools this year, I was able to get 25 students to participate. Berkeley students who participated were 
Bernadette Williams, Hailey Cook, and Nicholas Paxton- Turner. Bernadette took second place and Nicholas took third 
place. 

I have at least 8 good elementary bridge students who will be going to Berkeley next year and who want to continue in 
the bridge club. My goal is to have at least 20 students in the club next year. I am hoping that word of mouth from this 
year’s students and support from the school staff will generate interest of other students. One of my reasons for wanting 
to create a strong club at Berkeley is that I would like for the Berkeley club to become the catalyst for creating a club at 
Lafayette High School. Over the next two years I hope to develop a strong bridge club feeder system from James River to 
Berkeley to Lafayette. 

In order to meet my goal in the above paragraph, I need some help from the staff and parents of students. I know that 
some of the parents of my elementary students who will be going to Berkeley next year are going to continue to take ac-
tive roles in the club. I would like to get additional teachers and parents involved. It would be great if there were two or 
three teachers willing to be sponsors. 

In July I will be taking 14 students to Las Vegas for the 2014 YNABC. Berkeley students scheduled to go are Bernadette 
Williams, Helber Oliveira, Helbert Goncalves, and Nicholas Paxton-Turner. Also scheduled to go are 14 adults (mostly 
parents) including Helber and Helbert’s mothers, Nicholas’s father, Dr. Barreau (principal at James River) and myself. 
The estimated cost per person is $900.00. If the PTA and the staff can contribute anything toward the cost of these stu-
dents and their parents, please let me know so that when fund raising is done they will know how much they need. 

I wish to thank Ms. Swann for giving me the opportunity to start the bridge club at Berkeley. The results after just two 
years are rewarding. 

James Davis, Bridge Instructor 
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Chess Club 

Watch D.O.G.S. 

Our students have been working diligently in classes and 
rehearsals – it’s been a musically full winter and soon-to-be 
spring!  A huge THANK YOU to all of our families and 
friends for your support at our District Orchestra event and 
concert Jan. 10th & 11th, our Winter Concert on Jan. 14th at 
Jamestown HS, and our “Spirit Night” at Zpizza in Febru-
ary.     
 
On Feb. 27th, our BMS family was privileged to have four of 
our friends from the Virginia Symphony Orchestra (Yun 
Zhang -associate concertmaster, Mayu Cipriano -violin, 
Beverly Baker -principal viola, and Rebecca Gilmore -
assistant principal cello) perform two morning assemblies 
for our school in celebration of Black History Month. Our 
Festival Orchestra students had the opportunity to work 
with the VSO musicians in sectionals during the afternoon 
and then gathered for a final question & answer session 
and one more VSO Quartet performance.  It was an excit-
ing day for our students!!   
 
Most recently, BRAVO and CONGRATULATIONS to our 
2014 BMS Festival Orchestra!!  They gave an outstanding 
performance and earned a “Superior” rating at the VBODA 
District VIII Orchestra Festival and State Performance As-
sessment on March 8, 2014 at Menchville High School in 
Newport News, VA.  Awesome job, students!  
 
Please stay tuned for more information on spring fundrais-
ers, our spring concert dates and our 7th & 8th Grade trip to 
“Spring String Thing” at James Madison University (May 
16-18, 2014).   

Watch D.O.G.S.(Dads of Great Students) is here at Berke-
ley! It is the “father involvement initiative of the National 
Center for Fathering that organizes fathers and father 
figures in order to provide positive male role models for 
the students and to enhance school security.” Paul Ver-
million, dad of a Berkeley student, is organizing events to 
recruit for volunteers. He welcomes fathers, grandfa-
thers, step-fathers, uncles, and other father figures who 
can volunteer to serve at least one day a year in a variety 
of school activities as assigned by the school principal or 
other administrator. If you are interested, please contact 
Paul Vermillion at pvermillion23185@gmail.com and check 
out the Watch D.O.G.S. website at www.fathers.com. 
 
 

Orchestra 

New to the school this year is the BMS Chess Club, 

sponsored by eighth grade teacher Helen McClain. 

Students in grades 6-8 meet each Wednesday after-

school from 3:15-5:00 p.m. to challenge each other 

in rousing games of chess. Currently there are 23 

members of the club and while most knew how to 

play the game when they arrived, some came to 

learn and are now an integral part of the weekly 

competition. The club is currently seeking opportu-

nities to challenge another school’s club as a year-

end culminating event and new members are always 

welcome. Stay tuned to hear about the next Bobby 

Fischer or Jacqueline Piatigorsky coming from the 

halls of Berkeley.  



It’s Never Too Late to Become a PTA Member! 

 B ULLDOG PR ESS  Page 12 

Thank you to the parents, faculty, family members, guardians, and community supporters who have joined the BMS 
PTA. The PTA appreciates your support of all children, our staff, and our school community. 

Membership is $5.00 per person. You can become a BMS PTA member by returning your dues with the completed 
membership form below. Checks should be made payable to BMS PTA. If you have any questions, please contact Paula 
Simmons at p.m.c.simmons@outlook.com.  

 

 

 

_____  Check here if you want to be contacted at your email / phone about volunteering for a PTA activity. 

 

In addition to my membership dues, I want to donate $___________ to the BMS PTA. 

 

TOTAL CASH / CHECK AMOUNT ENCLOSED (CANTIDAD INCLUIDO) $___________ 

BMS PTA Nominating Committee for 2014-2015 

We need to  develop a slate of officers for the 2014-2015 school year. Please 
consider serving in either of the four elected positions which are open: 
President, Treasurer.  

We also have many Standing Committees that will need help next year: 
Spiritwear(merchandise),  “I Believe in BERKELEY” campaign, Reflections, 
Block Party, Turkey Trot, SHIP coordinator, and others.  

Participation in PTA is very rewarding and a great way to stay involved with 
our students and teachers. If you are interested, please contact Tracy Luck 
at tmluck@msn.com. Thank you! 



 
Berkeley Middle School 

1118 Ironbound Road 
Williamsburg, Virginia 

Letter from PTA President Beth Shamaiengar 

PTA  Executive Board  
2013-2014 

Beth Shamaiengar, President 

Tracy Luck, Vice President 

Theresa Bertrand, Treasurer 

Lauren Jenkins, Secretary 

Kristyn Allred, Turkey Trot/             

I BELIEVE in BERKELEY 

Sue Barton, PTA Council Rep 

Beth Hertzler, Spiritwear 

(Merchandise) 

Jennifer Quarles, SHIP 

Beth Shamaiengar, Reflections 

Paula Simmons, Membership 

Tanya Song, Newsletter 

Bambi Walters, Hospitality  

 

Dear Berkeley Families and Friends, 
 
I hope all of you are enjoying the warmer weather that’s arrived none too soon! After our unusually wintry start to the 
year, our Berkeley students are having a busy spring. Sports teams are preparing for the new season, Berkeley’s Chess 
Club and Bridge Club members have been competing at their meetings, the cast of “Bye, Bye, Birdie!” is in its final re-
hearsals before its March 28th opening night, and the MathCounts team recently made its second consecutive appear-
ance at the state level of competition. 

So far in 2014, our PTA has hosted a thank-you luncheon for faculty and staff and bagged up hundreds of cookies as 
treats for students who met their AR goals, our Block Party planners have begun making arrangements for this year’s 
May 30 event, and our Nominating Committee has begun seeking parents to serve as officers on next year’s Executive 
Board. And, following our successful “I Believe” campaign last fall, various faculty members have been completing pur-
chases to benefit our students—new books for English classes and Berkeley’s ESL library, a set of 30 iPads, a portable 
spotlight and new audio equipment for the theater department, new equipment for the field hockey team, a rack for mu-
sic stands and a variety of supplies for the orchestra….the list goes on, thanks to your generosity last fall! 

Also, thank you to all of you who have volunteered to assist with our PTA activities, whether you came to hand out water 
at the Turkey Trot, or you baked goodies for our teachers before the winter break. This spring we’d welcome your assis-
tance again—Teacher Appreciation Week is approaching in early May, and our Block Party and our Eighth Grade Semi-
Formal are coming faster than you think. If you’d like to help with any of these events, or if you’d like to serve on our 
board next year or recommend someone else who might, feel free to contact us at bmspta@gmail.com. Enjoy the spring, 
and we look forward to hearing from you soon! 

Sincerely, 
 
Beth Shamaiengar 
PTA President 
 

Upcoming Events: 

 March 28 and 29: Bye Bye Birdie play at 7pm 

 March 30: Bye Bye Birdie play at 2pm 

 April 4: End of 3rd Marking Period, Early Release 

 April 7-11: Spring Break 

 April 25: Report Cards 

 May 5-9:  Teacher Appreciation Week 

 May 30: Block Party (after school) 

 June 6: 8th Grade Semi-formal 
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