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October 2013                                    

Bulldog Press 

Dear Berkeley Families: 
 

Monday night football, cool weather and colorful leaves could only mean one thing…It is 
officially Fall!  Yes, we have almost made it through the first nine weeks of school, and I am 
so proud of our Bulldogs.  Afternoons have been filled with games for our fall athletes.  Ad-
ditionally, we have partnered with some wonderful community groups for schoolwork as-
sistance.  We have a young team of engineers working with technology teacher Mr. Goode, 
the newspaper staff moves around the school collecting stories, bridge club is growing, and 
our Mathcounts team is preparing for the year’s competitions.  Dedicated choir members 
come to school early for rehearsals.  Our one-act drama team will take the stage in just a 
couple of weeks and has been hard at work.  The orchestra students have made their visits 
to the office to serenade us.  And, just the other week, our eighth grade band students were 
under the lights at Wanner Stadium rendering an awesome performance.  Our learning 
community is strong, and students are involved! 

We recently met the halfway mark in our “I BELIEVE in BERKELEY” campaign to raise 
$15,000 by November 8. I went before our student body on the morning news broadcast to 
be made into a human sundae—good fun!  I believe in Berkeley because of our amazing 
teachers, students and families.  The monies collected will go entirely to our students, fund-
ing technology needs (iPads), field trips, books, athletic equipment and instruments.  We 
are grateful to every family who has contributed and appreciate those who intend to give 
these last few weeks of our campaign.  No donation is too small, and I am grateful to our 
wonderful PTA for their energy, enthusiasm and love of our children and school—without 
them, this could not be possible.  It is not too late to contribute.  And, when we reach our 
final goal of $15,000, Dr. Boland, Mr. Van Dyke or I will be prepared to accept a new chal-
lenge equally as fun as being made into a human sundae!  We’re up for the challenge. 

There are three areas where we greatly need your help: 

Morning Drop-off / Afternoon Pick-up:  In dropping off students in the morning, it is 
very important to keep with the traffic patterns.  Students must be dropped off 
closest to the school’s main entrance.  Letting students off across the median is not 
encouraged or permitted.  If you pick up your child after school, you must come in 
to sign the student out.  Students may not be released without being signed out in 
the main office.  This documentation is important for verification and the safety of 
our students. 

Student Dress:  A gentle reminder that there is information on the school’s website, as 
well as in our student handbook, about dress expectations.  Unfortunately, we have 
students who daily challenge the rules.  Help us by checking outfits either the night 
prior to school or before the student leaves home.  Skirt/Dress length, shorts 
length, leggings, low-cut blouses, tank tops, and sagging pants are some of the 
clothing selections that are most challenging.  We encourage modest dress, as well 
as consideration to the coolness in parts of the building. 

EdLine (Grades):  If you have not activated your EdLine account, it will be very impor-
tant to do this.  Use of EdLine connects you to your child’s teachers and classes.  
Our staff is expected to keep grades updated, and they provide helpful information 
about units being studied, upcoming assessments, and resources or notes. 

Every single day, wonderful learning moments occur. I love walking our hallways and see-

ing smiling faces.  My thanks to each of you for your partnership and support in making 

Berkeley a great place for teaching and learning. 

PAWSitively Yours, 
Karen Swann 
Principal  
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Violins: 

Anna Song, Concertmaster 

Sophia Thompson 

Oliver O’Neal 

Adam Allred 

 

Violas: 

Marie Anderson, Assistant Principal  

Matthew Larosee  

Thomas Hallett  

Carolyn Clinton  

 

Cellos: 

Joanna Stathopoulos, Assistant 
Principal  

Hannah Weiss  

Olivia McNelly  

 

Harvest Concert and Family 
Night was held on Monday, Octo-
ber 28th at Lafayette High 

School.  Our concert, combined with 
the orchestras from Jamestown and 
Lafayette High Schools, was followed 
by activities, games and refreshments 
for our students.   

We are also looking forward to our 8th 
grade trip to Student Night at the 
VA Opera on Wed., Nov. 6th.  This is 
a wonderful opportunity for our stu-
dents to hear and see an amazing pro-
fessional production of Mozart's "The 
Magic Flute."  Please contact Ms. Davis 
with any questions.  Also, a huge 
THANK YOU to all of our families and 
fantastic PTA for their continued sup-
port and giving toward our "I BE-
LIEVE in BERKELEY" cam-
paign!!!  WE BELIEVE!!  

 

Thank you so much to our stu-
dents and families for a fantastic 
start to our school year!  Several 
upcoming events are scheduled. 

 

District VIII Middle School 
Honor Orchestra auditions 
were held Sat., Oct. 19th at 
Hornsby Middle School.  The dis-
trict includes students from the 
surrounding 7 counties with 100+ 
participants playing the violin, 
viola, cello, or bass. BMS was rep-
resented by 11 students and all 11 
were selected – way to go Bull-
dogs!! The District Orchestra 
event and concert will be held 
Jan. 10 and 11, 2014 at Hornsby 
Middle School. Please mark your 
calendars and support our musi-
cally talented Bulldogs! 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to the BMS 
orchestra members who were se-
lected for the District VIII: 

 

On Back to School night we launched 
the "I BELIEVE in BERKELEY" cam-
paign with the goal to raise $15,000 
in 50 days.  We have already received 
numerous generous donations, and 
we are asking every family to donate 
to this fabulous cause.  Please send in 
cash, a check (made out to BMS 
PTA), or you can pay online, http://
squareup.com/market/berkeley-
middle-school.  If you work for a 
company that does charitable giving 
please ask for a donation.  We are 
raising funds to purchase a class-
room set of iPads, musical instru-
ments for band and orchestra, new 
books for the media center and class-
rooms, and new sports equip-
ment.  The teachers and staff at BMS 
work tirelessly for the welfare of our 

children.  Please assist us in giving 
them the resources they need to help 
our children succeed.  Every dime you 
donate will go to the school.  Because 
we are so confident that we will be 
able to reach our goal, we have al-
ready planned the victory party.  On 
November 8th, we will celebrate with 
the Turkey Trot (one mile fun run), 
music, food, and fun.  Please join in 
this amazing campaign that will dem-
onstrate to your Berkeley student that 
you BELIEVE in them!   

Plus, we have prizes ready! For 6th, 
7th, and 8th grade homerooms that 
bring in the most money, they will 
receive a catered lunch from Chick-fil-
A, Sals, or Sticks Kebobs.  We have 
pizza for a year from zPizza and gift 
cards to Go Ape, Center Street Grille 

and other restaurants for the stu-
dents who bring in the most 
money.  Save 30 Store also donated. 
The classes who have 100% partici-
pation get an ice cream party.   Ques-
tions? Email ktallred7@gmail.com. 

BMS Orchestra News 

I BELIEVE in... BERKELEY! 

Current Update as of 10/30: 

Goal: 

$15,000 

$8,300 
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Mathcounts 

The drama department is hard at work preparing for the BMS Fall Theatre 
Performance, Everyman, which is scheduled for November 1st at 7:00pm. 
Tickets on sale for $3.  

Also, our drama students are getting ready for the one-act drama competition 
which is coming up soon.  

Mrs. Gallant and our theatre department held BMS Monster Bash on Octo-
ber 30th, which is the annual theatre department fundraiser show. All pro-
ceeds benefit the drama department. Thank you for your support! 

Mathcounts is a national program that is open to all Middle School students. At Berkeley, approximately 18 students 
meet weekly to practice challenging problems. Students work both individually and in groups. 

We have matches against other schools including Hornsby, Walsingham Academy, Tabb, Grafton, and others. Practices 
are enlivened by having competition among the students attending the practices at Berkeley.  

Currently, Coach Hanson is not actively seeking any more students. A former outstanding Berkeley mathlete, Mayee 
Chen, now a junior at Jamestown High School, is the assistant coach who adds a lot of understanding and assistance to 
our Berkeley students. 

The Regional Competition will be held at Hampton University on Saturday, February 22, 2014. Coaches Hanson and 
Chen will have to select the ten students who have the best scores in practices and interschool matches to attend this 
competition. 

Coach Hanson is looking forward to another great year. He has been coaching at Berkeley for 22 years. 

 

Please check out mathcounts.org for more information and many resources (links, practice problems). 

BMS Theatre 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&docid=kaUmHXidoKlujM&tbnid=XVSMWQaTk2xF8M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.barnstable.k12.ma.us%2FPage%2F807&ei=gyVnUrSbFZTOyAHciIHoCg&bvm=bv.55123115,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNHCcEqfucW1ne1cjMCyThdnvG


Athletics 

What’s New in 7th Grade? 

The seventh grade team is excited to be 
back in the swing of things this year 
and we are very excited to welcome our 
new (and new to us) colleagues.  The 
hall is full of exciting new teachers 
ready to help students succeed!  Please 
join us in welcoming: 

 Doug Ernst- Mr. Ernst earned his 
Master’s degree from William and 
Mary last year and completed his 
student teaching with the Hawks at 
HMS. He is teaching US History 
and is bringing some fantastic new 
ideas to the social studies team.   

 Gretchen Leoni- Ms. Leoni hails 
from the Lone Star state arriving 
from Ft. Worth, TX at the end of 
the summer just in time to join our 
dynamic English team.  Ms. Leoni 
has fit right in with her new sev-
enth grade colleagues and says she 
enjoys our positivity and warmth!   

 Shelley White- Mrs. White comes 
to us from James River Elementary 
School to join our fabulous English 
team.  In her 16th year teaching, 
Mrs. White is enjoying a smooth 
transition into the world of Middle 
School.  We are glad she chose to 
make Berkeley her home!  

 

Our seventh grade team has also enjoyed 
seeing members of other parts of our 
Berkeley family join our team this year.  
New colleagues always bring new ideas, 
great experience, and in seventh grade, 
lots of good laughs!  Please welcome these 
new folks to our seventh grade team! 

 Tonia Erikson (SpEd team) 

 Nan Hart (SpEd team) 

 Gloria Winder-Gilliam (SpEd 
team) 

 Charles Springer (Math) 

 Jen Gore (English) 

 Toyshia Johnson (Science) 

 Robin Jones (English-Visions) 

This quarter the English team has begun a 
new competition involving Accelerated 
Reader achievement.  Classes are compet-
ing for the highest accumulated AR points 
and highest average of correct answers on 
AR quizzes.  The winning class will get a 
Sweet Frog treat as their trophy!  There is 
a whole lot of reading happening in sev-
enth grade every day! 

Social studies classes cover the second 
part of American History and recently  

completed our first unit test based 

on objectives for Reconstruction.  

Ask your student to tell you about 

the Reconstruction amendments, 

Reconstruction policies, and im-

portant individuals like Frederick 

Douglass, Robert E. Lee, and Abra-

ham Lincoln. 

As interims go home the seventh 

grade team invites parents to con-

tact us if they would like to sched-

ule a conference either in person 

or by phone.  The easiest way to 

reach us is to contact one of your 

child’s teachers by e-mail and let 

them know when you are available 

to meet.  We look forward to part-

nering with our Berkeley families 

to best support student learning 

and we look forward to the oppor-

tunity to meet with you!  

WE BELIEVE IN BERKELEY!! 

Choir 

The following are the upcoming events for BMS Choir: 

 Select 7th and 8th grade students will be auditioning No-
vember 2nd for All-District Choir  

 8th grade students will be attending 
The Magic Flute at the VA Opera 
House in Norfolk November 6th 

 Winter Choral Concert will be December 11th  

Winter sports (boys’ basketball and girls’ volleyball) will be-
gin tryouts in November.  Students should listen for tryout 
dates on the Bulldog News.  If there are any questions, 
please see our athletic director, Coach Springer, in Room 
300. 
 
Remember, in order to play winter sports, you must have a 
physical dated May 1, 2013 or later, and you may not have 
earned more than 1 F on your first report card. 

The fall season has come to an end.  
 
The following are BMS team updates for this season: 
 

 Our football team finished with a record of 3 
wins and 4 losses finishing 5th place in the dis-
trict.  

 Our field hockey team finished with 0 wins and 6 
losses playing in a very competitive league. 

 Our girls’ basketball team finished with a record 
of 6 wins and 6 losses finishing 5th in the district 
including a 3rd place finish in the Kiwanis tour-
nament held at Berkeley. 

 Our cheerleaders are gearing up for their compe-
tition in January. 
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Foreign Language Department 

Latin: 

Salvete omnes! Hello everybody! 

Latin club meets a few times a month. 

Please check with Mrs. Kim for time and 

day. Recently, the club met to paint 

pumpkins with mythological monsters 

and beasts. These pumpkins will be de-

livered to a local nursing home.  

Latin club members will travel on a two 

day event to Richmond in November to 

compete in various Latin competitions 

(both artistic and academic) on the state 

level.  

Spanish: 

The Spanish I students are working on 
completing the preliminary unit of Span-
ish I, which covers geography, Spanish-
speaking countries & capitals, greetings 
and goodbyes, how to introduce yourself 
in Spanish, numbers, alphabet, days, 
months, birthdates, and calendar topics.  
In the next two weeks, all Spanish I stu-
dents will be able to do these tasks in 
Spanish!  We have accomplished quite a 
bit in our first 5 weeks together!  

The Spanish II students are working 
through a unit on technology.  They are 
learning quite a lot of advanced vocabu-
lary associated with computers, Inter-
net, cell phones, and websites.  Students 
created “facebook” posters and will also 
be learning invitational phrases to invite 
others via technology to come to an 
event or to go do an activity.  The Span-
ish II students are also learning various 
new grammar concepts not previously 
used in Spanish I.  The Spanish II stu-
dents are progressing nicely and are 
doing well!  

French: 

In French 1, we just finished our first unit 

and made videos with the school’s iPods. 

This year, we will skype with Hornsby 

Middle School and have games with ques-

tions and answers of the students from 

one school to the other. Also, we will con-

tinue to skype with a person in France. 

In French 2, students will soon start a 

project making a brochure on their 

choice of one of the most  beautiful vil-

lages in France. With Google Earth, stu-

dents will explore the villages,  draw a 

detailed map of their favorite one, and 

describe the tourist attractions. Of 

course, all parents planning a trip to 

Europe or France should stay in touch 

with this work as some recommenda-

tions could be quite valuable! 
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German 2 

We have just completed a unit on weather and are now 

starting the students’ favorite topic of the year:  food.  

We will be weighing fruits and vegetables to learn more 

about the metric system, as well as sampling some Ger-

man, Austrian and Swiss specialties.  The students will 

also create their own food store, “stock” it with items, 

and “sell” these to their classmates on “shopping day”. 

German: 

Intro to German Language & Culture  

Students started out with a crash course in some basic German 
(numbers, greetings, saying how old you are, etc.)  Then we moved on 
to a cultural unit and are currently discussing the Middle Ages in Ger-
many.  We spent time learning about Romanesque and Gothic archi-
tectural features and students competed in a paper-model-building 
contest.  Winners in each category (Roman arches or barrel vaults; 
Gothic arches or ribbed vaults; and flying buttresses) are pictured, 
along with their creations.  Next week they will be doing research and 
presenting, via powerpoint, information on a German, Swiss or Aus-
trian cathedral of their choice. 

 

 

Foreign Language Department Cont’d 

German 1  

In just six weeks of German, students have 

learned quite a bit.  Currently, we are in the 

midst of our assessments for Unit 1.  This is a 

multi-step process involving interpersonal 

skills (writing and filming a dialog asking all 

our introductory questions), presentational 

skills (being filmed introducing themselves to 

someone) and interpretive (a listening assess-

ment).  Unit 2, which we will begin next week,  

is all about hobbies and free-time activities. 
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Berkeley Middle School 

1118 Ironbound Road 
Williamsburg, Virginia 

Letter from PTA President Beth Shamaiengar 

PTA  Executive Board  
2013-2014 

Beth Shamaiengar, President 

Tracy Luck, Vice President 

Theresa Bertrand, Treasurer 

Lauren Jenkins, Secretary 

Kristyn Allred, Turkey Trot/             

I BELIEVE in BERKELEY 

Sue Barton, PTA Council Rep 

Beth Hertzler, Merchandise 

Jennifer Quarles, SHIP 

Beth Shamaiengar, Reflections 

Paula Simmons, Membership 

Tanya Song, Newsletter 

Bambi Walters, Hospitality  

Dear Berkeley Families and Friends, 

 

Welcome to a new school year! I hope you’ll enjoy reading in this issue about some of the activities taking place at Berke-
ley this year. I hope, also, that you’ve become a PTA member, but if you haven’t, you can join any time by completing 
and sending in the membership form on the Berkeley website (click “Berkeley PTA 2013” under Links on the home page, 
then find the form at left under News) to your student’s homeroom teacher. It only costs $5 per adult to join; simply 
send in $5 with your form (either cash, or as a check made payable to BMS PTA). 

 

Our PTA has gotten off to a great start this year with our “I BELIEVE in BERKELEY!” campaign, aiming to raise $15,000 
in 50 days. Thanks to all of you who have contributed so far, and if you haven’t… we’re waiting to hear from you! We’re 
working to raise funds for academic materials including new books, technology (i.e., iPads), musical instruments and 
sports equipment for our school. You can designate your gift for any category (or multiple ones), or leave it open-ended 
so Berkeley staff can use it where it’s needed most. 

 

Our campaign got a major boost early on with a $1,000 gift from the Muscarelle Museum of Art and its director, Berke-
ley parent Dr. Aaron De Groft. We applaud their willingness to take a leadership role in our campaign, and we’d like all 
of you who are employed to stop and think…what could my company do? If your employer wishes to make a tax-
deductible donation, a form for business donors can be found using the PTA link on the home page of our school web-
site. 

 

Our “I BELIEVE!” campaign will conclude with our traditional Turkey Trot, a 1-mile fun run for all our students, on Fri-
day, Nov. 8. We’ll need plenty of volunteers, so please contact Kristyn Allred, our campaign manager, at ktall-
red7@gmail.com, and let us know if you’d like to pitch in and help us wrap up our campaign! We believe in Berkeley! 

 
Sincerely, 

Beth Shamaiengar, PTA President 

bmspta@gmail.com 

Upcoming Events: 
 November 1, Friday—BMS Fall Theatre Performance, “Everyman” 

 November 4, Monday—  End of First Marking Period; 7 pm PTA Board Meet-
ing @ Media Center 

 November 5, Tuesday—Election Day, Student Holiday 

 November 6, Wednesday— Second Marking Period Begins; 8th grade Orches-
tra trip to Student Night at VA Opera 

 November 8, Friday—Annual Turkey Trot (one mile fun run and celebration 
for I BELIEVE in BERKELEY campaign); BMS Dance 6:30-9pm (sponsored 
by the band) 

 December 11, 2013, Wednesday—Winter Choral Concert 
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