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January 2015                                    

Bulldog Press 

Dear Berkeley Families:  
 
As the end of the first semester approaches, we are eager to finish strong ac-
ademically and to move on to the wonderful opportunities that await us in 
second semester. Students and faculty look forward to upcoming events and 
functions. We appreciate and love the partnership with our PTA which truly 
enhances the school environment for our Berkeley family. 

Thanks to our partnership with the Berkeley PTA, we were able to have our 
Turkey Trot, recognize our Reflections participants, and provide funding 
through mini-grants to procure equipment and incentives for our students.  
The “Don’t Stop Believing” campaign raised over $5,000 to benefit Berkeley 
Middle School.  As we move into the next semester, we look forward to the 
Block Party in May, the 8th Grade Dance in June, and various other func-
tions that our PTA supports.  The PTA has provided an increase in our vol-
unteerism in our school which has proven to be very beneficial. 

It is never too late to join our PTA and participate in the various events that 
it sponsors for Berkeley Middle School.  We value the relationship that the 
PTA helps us to forge with our parents and community.  Please feel free to 
lend your time and talents to the Berkeley Middle School PTA as we move 
forward together because “We Are All in This Together – Expect Success.” 

 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 

Michelle D. Banks 
Principal 
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What’s New in 6th Grade?  

How exciting, the sixth graders are halfway through their first year of middle school!  The students 
continue to work hard each day. The sixth grade teachers would like to remind all parents to check 
VUE often to help monitor the progress of their child and that this is a great time to restock on 
school supplies. Also, any donations of tissues, hand sanitizer, or disinfecting wipes to help during 
this major cold/flu season would be greatly appreciated. Thanks for all your support. 
 
Math: In the second quarter, the 6th grade math students continued to do a variety of hands-on ac-
tivities to reinforce the lessons in class. Some of these activities allowed the students to create con-
gruent figures using spaghetti noodles and marshmallows, write math libs, and play quadrilateral 
headbands. In the third quarter, students will learn about surface area and volume, integers and co-
ordinate planes, and equations and inequalities. Here are some pictures of the students enjoying a 
couple of the activities they did in second quarter: 

            
 
 
Social Studies: The 6th grade history classes are currently on Unit 4 which covers Colonial Ameri-
ca. Students will end the semester with their Unit 4 Test. When classes resume students will begin 
discussing the American Revolution. Year after year this unit tends to be a favorite with students. 
 

Language Arts: The 6th grade English classes have had a great year so far. The students did a 
great job on their personal narratives, and we are looking forward to future writing assignments. We 
are beginning new classroom novels such as Fever, Ruby Holler, and A Long Way from Chicago. 
Students continue to work hard learning new vocabulary words, and putting them into use as often 
as possible! Our reading rewards program is well underway, and it looks like we will have many 
more students reaching new reading goals in 2015! We are looking forward to the coming weeks as 
we work with narrative nonfiction, research and expository writing, and media literacy.   
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What’s New in 7th Grade?  

On Thursday, December 11, Mrs. Jones’s 5th and 6th periods had the privilege of meeting Dr. Dan 
Parker, a linguistics professor at The College of William and Mary. He and two of his students 
shared information regarding linguistics and led us through an interesting activity. Our students 
were invited to attend the North American Computational Linguistics Olympiad which will be held 
at the college on January 29 from 10 am to 1 pm. Fliers were sent home with information about stu-
dent registration.  
 
After school on Friday, November 21, Colonial Williamsburg filmed seven students from Ms. Ken-
dall’s classes as they discussed Jim Crow laws. This video will be included in an upcoming Colonial 
Williamsburg Electronic Field Trip. 
 
Eighteen students will be attending a Model UN conference at William and Mary in February. These 
students are busy researching their assigned countries and the topics that will be discussed in their 
committee sessions. 
 
Many classes participated in a holiday door decorating contest right before winter break to highlight 
the wide variety of cultural celebrations that happen around the world in winter. It turns out our 7th 
grade students are very artistic and creative! Students in the winning classes enjoyed a frozen treat 
to celebrate their success. 
 
Some students have been wondering why they keep seeing their teachers walking all over the build-
ing. A whole group of us have been caught up in the Fitbit challenge to take at least 10,000 steps per 
day. We are having a great time competing and our group is expanding quickly! 
 
Do you play the lottery? Do you know the probability of winning? What does the weatherman mean 
when he says there is an 80% chance of snow? What is a fair game? What is the difference between 
drawing a name from a hat and putting it back and drawing a name and not putting it back? Does it 
impact the probability? These are the types of questions we are discussing as we tackle our probabil-
ity unit. We have rolled dice, flipped coins, spun spinners and drawn cards from bags to help us gain 
a better understanding of probability and its impact on our daily lives. 
 
As we wrap up the first semester (wow, that was fast!) please check to make sure your students have 
all the supplies they need for class. Some classes have been running out of the extra pencils, glue 
sticks, paper, and tissues we keep on hand. Also, the end of the semester is a great time to do a check 
on organization in general. A fresh start in the new year can go a long way in helping establish good 
organizational practices. Remember that we have organizational seminars on Thursdays if your stu-
dent needs extra help getting started! Just ask any teacher! 

http://nmsmultimediaclass.weebly.com/7th-grade-multi-media.html
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What’s New in 8th Grade? 

In Quarter 2 students analyzed the characters, themes, author’s craft, and plot using the anchor 

text, The Giver, by Lois Lowry. Students have discussed questions such as: Why do characters 

change? How do you figure out the theme? How do the literary elements work together to convey 

themes in fiction? How does point of view affect the story? How does conflict lead to change? How 

does the author make the characters come to life? Would you want to live in the world of this story? 

Why or why not? What message about life in the present time might the author be presenting? To 

culminate the reading of the novel students took a field trip to the cinemas in New Town to view the 

movie version of the book. We enjoyed hearing their discussions regarding the differences between 

the book and movie with many sharing that they preferred the book. On the same day, we were able 

to hold a cookout to recognize students who read 5 or more books. A sincere THANK YOU for the 

food donations and to the teacher and parent volunteers for cooking and serving the food! We ap-

preciate the support which helped to make it possible!  

 

To wrap up the quarter, we are focusing on nonfiction texts, identifying text features and structures. 

Additionally, we are working on strategies for persuasive and expository writing responses to a 

prompt. If they can argue well, they can write well…a focus for persuasive writing.  To help students 

format a point of view and to take a stand, discuss with them controversial current events and have 

them take a side and express why they are taking the side. Select a topic with two points of view and 

have them convince you to take their side. To assist with expository writing, have students read 

newspaper articles and identify the type of structure used by the author: compare/contrast, prob-

lem/solution, how-to, chronological/sequence, concept/definition and which words signal the type 

of structure. Why did the author select to use that type of structure versus another? Seek the main 

idea and supporting details in a paragraph, summarize an article, use context clues to identify unfa-

miliar words.  What are the facts and/or opinions in the article? Time spent together reading and 

talking about the text sharpens their reading skills and builds background knowledge. Thank you in 

advance for the time spent honing their skills.  

 

Students should be reading a minimum of 30 minutes every night.  

http://imgarcade.com/1/eighth-grade-clip-art/


Foreign Language Department 
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Latin: 

Latin students at Berkeley have been hard at work learning new vocabulary, culture and grammar as 
well as making connections with material from other classes. Every day is full of material but the fol-
lowing are some Quarter 2 snapshots: 

 

Latin I – We have spent many days expanding our understanding and appreciation of parts of 
speech and our successful use of these parts of speech in translation. This week as we focused on 
prepositions, students ventured into the hallway and used motion to help recognize the correct case 
of the noun or pronoun that serves as the object of each Latin preposition. The best curve ball was 
the preposition “in,” where students stood either firmly or hesitantly in the center not sure of the 
correct direction. 

 

Latin IA – In an attempt to truly understand the 
roles of Roman family members, students were as-
signed family groups, both rich and poor, and tasked 
with the creation of dialogue and costumes that re-
vealed the role of each family member based on teach-
er-assisted and independent student research. 

 

Latin II – While we enjoyed a great scene from Ben 
Hur and made a human curriculum (race-track), we 
have spent many days on pronouns of all types, in-
cluding but not limited to personal, demonstrative, 
reflexive and relative. 

 



Foreign Language Department Cont’d 
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All the German classes spent time in December learning about holiday traditions in Germany.  We 
celebrated St. Nikolaus Day on December 5th (since the actual day was a Saturday) and students 
lined their shoes up outside the trailer for St. Nikolaus to fill with goodies.   

We also had fun watching and learning from a variety of YouTube videos of German “flashmobs” 
and a German boy band who are taking the traditional Bavarian folk song to a new and hip level! 

Period 1:  The 8th grade German 1 class has been learning about going to school in Germany.  Ask 
them what is different about the German system and how grades work in a German school! 

Period 2:  The German 2 class has been working very hard on mastering the past tense in German 
with all of the irregular past participles!  They also spent time learning about the public transporta-
tion system in Europe and all the ins-and-outs of bus, street car and train travel. 

Periods 3 & 4: In the last newsletter I mentioned the architecture project the students were work-

ing on.  I was amazed at the artwork they produced in conjunction with this project!!  In December 

the classes learned how to describe people, both physically and personality-wise.  We are currently 

doing a short unit on German classical composers.  Ask your student which composer spent the last 

10 years of his life composing while deaf, or who was the local wild “rock star” of his day. 

 

Students line 

their shoes up 

outside the 

trailer waiting 

for St. Niko-

laus. 

7th graders show off their architecture projects.  

Two eighth-graders saved up enough stickers to “purchase” a 
Tirolean hat.  



Foreign Language Department Cont’d 
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French: 

French 1 students learned about French 
holiday customs and ate “la bûche de 
Noël” (or Yule Log). 

French 2 students spoke via Skype with 

a French native and asked questions 

about French shopping habits. They 

learned that in France most stores are 

closed on Mondays! 

 

 



Bridge Club 

The club currently has about 11 students learning the game of bridge. In addition to some of the 
many benefits of the game such as developing skills in math, cooperation, sportsmanship, inferen-
tial thinking, socialization, teamwork, and competition, the game helps a student to learn a lifetime 
skill that can be used in later years of life to keep the mind active. Over the next 2-3 years the mem-
bership of the club is expected to at least double as students who are currently participating in 
bridge clubs at James River Elementary and Rawls Byrd Elementary move up to Berkeley. 
 
Currently there is a youth bridge program at 6 WJCC schools. A program will be added at Blayton 
Elementary this month and hopefully one will be added to D.J. Montague Elementary in the Fall of 
2015. Two events to which the students look forward are the annual youth tournament held as part 
of the American Contract Bridge League (ACBL) Williamsburg Winter Sectional (or Regional) Tour-
nament and the Youth North American Bridge Championships (YNABC). 
 
Seven of the current Berkeley students have participated in at least one of these tournaments over 
the last 2 years. The 2013 NABC was held in Atlanta. Four students from Berkeley attended the 
tournament: Hailey Botkins, Helber Oliveira, Bernadette Williams, and Matthew LaRosee. 
 
Three students from Berkeley attended the 2014 YNABC in Las Vegas: Hailey Botkins (now at 
Hornsby), Mykala Mudahy (now at Lafayette), and Bernadette Williams. Andrew Burrows, a new 
6th grader at Berkeley this year (James River Elementary last year) also attended. 
 

At the 2014 YNABC, Berkeley students did well as noted below: 
 
Andrew Burrows (new to Berkeley this year) and his partner (a pick-up partner with whom he was 
paired) took 2nd in B and tied for 6th place overall in the first session; 2nd in B and 3rd overall in 
the second session; 1st overall in the 3rd session. 
 
Bernadette Williams and Hailey Botkins took 2nd overall in the second session, just narrowly miss-
ing 1st place. 
 
Mykala Mudahy and her partner took 2nd in B in the 4th session and 1st overall in the 5th session. 
 
The upcoming youth tournament at the ACBL Williamsburg Sectional will be held on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 7 at the Double Tree by Hilton located at 50 Kingsmill Rd. The 2015 YNABC is going to be 
held in Chicago in August. As of this writing, I have not had any indication of Berkeley students that 
might be interested in going but I am sure that there will be some who would like to go if they are 
able. There have been six students from other schools who have already indicated an interest in go-
ing. Last year 11 WJCC students went to Las Vegas. I hope we will have a higher number going to 
Chicago. 
 
Any student who has not been participating in the bridge club this year and who would be interested 
in trying to learn enough skills to possibly be able to participate in either or both of the upcoming 
tournaments can speak with me. The student should also speak with Mrs. Newby to see about sign-
ing up for the bridge club. 
 
Your Bridge Instructor,  
James Davis 
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Happy 2015!  All of our orchestra students are working 

diligently as we reach the middle of our school year.  Our 

7th and 8th Grade Orchestras performed a beautiful holiday 

concert at Berkeley on Thursday, December 11th and are 

already hard at work preparing for the VBODA District 

VIII Orchestra Festival in March and other concerts in 

May. We are excited to hear our 6th Grade Orchestras per-

form their Winter Concert on Thursday, February 19th at 

6:30pm in the BMS auditorium.  They sound great!  In 

addition, Marie Anderson, Joanna Stathopoulos, Olivia 

McNelly, Hannah Weiss, Sophia Thompson, Kaiwan Pur-

veyor and Carolyn 

Clinton will repre-

sent Berkeley as they 

perform on Jan. 16-

17 with the District 

Honors Orchestra at 

Hornsby Middle 

School.  

Orchestra 

Our inaugural Spelling Bee was a great success!  We held 

grade level “practice” spelling bees on Dec. 18th and the 

official school bee on Friday, Jan. 9th.  We are proud of all 

of our students who participated and were pleased to have 

so many students from all grade levels participate.  Our 

top three spellers were Finn Hulse, Anna Song and Cherise 

Dunn!  Finn Hulse is the 2015 BMS Champion and will 

represent Berkeley at the Virginian-Pilot Spelling Bee on 

February 21st; the event will be televised via live broadcast 

on WHRO.  

Spelling Bee 

Mathcounts 

The Mathcounts team participated in the American Math-

ematics Competition (AMC 8) on November 18. This con-

test is held in November every year internationally. Our 

generous PTA has paid for this event through a mini-

grant.  

 

Our mathletes placed 7th out of 46 schools in the state of 

Virginia, earning a School Honor Roll award. The school 

team score is the sum of top 3 scorers. There were 5,975 

students who participated from Virginia and 129,977 stu-

dents worldwide. The following participants received 

awards: 

 

Top 5 Scores: 

1. Anna Song (school winner, Distinguished Honor Roll) 

2. Finn Hulse (Distinguished Honor Roll) 

3. Emery Shelly (Honor Roll) 

4. David Bass (Honor Roll) 

5. Leo Murphy (Honor Roll) 

 

Distinguished Honor Roll is given to top 1% scoring >=23, 

and Honor Roll is given to top 5% scoring >=19. The top 5 

scorers will be participating in AMC 10A or AMC 10B 

which will be held in February at William & Mary.  

 

Anna Zhang and Jacob Chew received Achievement Roll 

which is an award given to 6th grade scoring >=15. 

 

Congratulations!  Berkeley is proud of you! 

https://www.pinterest.com/22anglefish22/music-logos/
http://www.gopixpic.com/480/spelling-bee-for-dummies/http:%7C%7Cschools*dekalb*k12*ga*us%7Cdunaire%7Cschoolclubs%7Cimages%7C256CFB62AAB948AD84E0A9F90FB4EC94*gif/
http://lakeharriet.mpls.k12.mn.us/mathcounts_2
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Reflections Entrants Find Ways to Make the World Better  

Every year the Berkeley PTA sponsors the Reflec-
tions arts contest, part of the national PTA-
sponsored contest with categories in dance cho-
reography, film production, literature, music 
composition, photography and visual arts. The 
theme this year was “The World Would Be A Bet-
ter Place If…” and the Berkeley contest generated 
just over 30 entries in five categories. In Novem-
ber all entrants were recognized at an ice cream 
social, where their entries were on display. The 
following students received category awards at 
that event: 
 
Film Production 
First place: Anna Zhang 
Second place: Ryan Holcomb 
 
Literature 
First place: Sam Turner 
Second place: Adam Allred 
Third place: Kayla Knotts 
 
Music Composition 
First place: Campbell Burden 
 
Photography 
First place: Joanna Stathopoulos 
Second place: Sean Daley 
Third place: Katharine McDaid 
 
Visual Arts 
First place: Maiya Jirova 
Second place: John Murphy 
Third place (tie): Taylor Herner 
         Ava Tankersley 
         Myla Wise 
 
 

In addition, the following Berkeley students will 
be recognized at a ceremony Jan. 22 for their 
success at the district level of competition, 
among entries from all WJCC schools: 
 
Anna Zhang, Outstanding Interpretation — Film 
Production 
 
Sam Turner, Award of Excellence — Literature 
 
Campbell Burden, Award of Excellence — Music 
Composition 
 
Joanna Stathopoulos, Award of Excellence — 
Photography 
 
Maiya Jirova, Award of Excellence — Visual Arts 
 
Congrats to all these students and best of luck to 
Anna Zhang, whose video advances to the next 
round of competition. Thank you to all Berkeley 
students who shared their talents in the contest 
this year! 



Letter from PTA President Kristyn Allred 

Dear Berkeley Families and Friends, 
 

Thank you for your tremendous support of our "Don't Stop Believing in Berkeley" fundraiser in the 

fall. We raised over $5,000 which has already been put to good use providing new equipment for our 

music program, purchasing backpacks for students, acquiring incentives for our reading rewards 

program, and giving out prizes for our multi-cultural competition in December.  Your support goes a 

long way at Berkeley! We had a wonderful Turkey Trot in November thanks to our amazing teachers, 

staff, and parents. It is clear that we have some speedy Bulldogs and the event was fun in the sun, 

even though it was 40 degrees. We had a very successful Reflections program this year with more 

entries than usual.  Thanks to Beth Shamaiengar for all her efforts in making it happen. Coming up 

in the next few months are more opportunities to support our teachers, staff and students so please 

contact me at ktallred7@gmail.com if you are interested in helping in any way.   

 

Thanks for all you do to make Berkeley a great place to be.   

 
Sincerely, 

Kristyn Allred 
PTA President 
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PTA Executive Board 2014-2015 

Kristyn Allred, President 

 

Sue Barton, Vice President 

 

Cathie Weddington, Treasurer 

 

Shan Li, Secretary 

 

Tracy Luck, Block Party 

 

Bambi Walters, Hospitality 

 

Mara Hallett  and 

Laura Jenkins, Membership 

 

Meghan Brewer and  

Amy Thornberry, Merchandise/Spiritwear 

Tanya Song and Beth Shamaiengar, Newsletter 

 

Beth Shamaiengar, Reflections and 8th Grade 

Dance 

 

Tracy Herner, SHIP 

 

Mark and Trista Sikes, Passive Fundraising 

(Boxtops, Shoparoo, etc.) 

 

Jenny DeVasher, PTA Council 

 

Meghan Brewer and  

Amy Thornberry, Turkey Trot  

 

Sue Barton, Volunteer Coordinator 
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January 26: End of 2nd Marking Period 

 

January 26, 27: Student Holiday 

 

January 28: 2nd Semester, 3rd Marking Period Begins 

 

February 6: Report Cards 

 

February 17: Virginia Symphony at BMS 

 

February 19, 6:30-8pm: 6th Grade Winter Concert at BMS Auditorium 

 

March 16, 5pm: PTA Board Meeting at Media Center 

 

May 29: Block Party 

 

June 5: 8th Grade Dance 

Upcoming Events 


