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To Make a Difference, Just Believe in Berkeley  

Your donation of cash or time helps the PTA provide resources to students 

Each year, the Berkeley Middle School PTA provides our school with valuable 

resources such as special programs, educational materials, and technology. Our 

PTA members also offer countless volunteer hours to our school through 

special programs and supporting teachers and staff. To show our continued 

support, we’d like to invite you to participate in our “I Believe in Berkeley” 

fundraising and volunteer campaign this year.   

Through this campaign, we’re asking you to consider showing your support of 

our school through direct donations to our “I Believe in Berkeley” campaign, or 

by donating volunteer time. Individuals and businesses may show their support 

of the BMS PTA by donating as little as $1 or more. In addition to or in lieu of 

monetary donations, parents and adult family members may donate volunteer 

time to assist teachers, staff, and PTA board members in our school (during or 

after school hours). Even just one hour of your time can make a difference! 

Please help our PTA provide these valuable programs and instructional 

materials for our students and staff again this year by participating in our “I 

Believe in Berkeley” campaign. With your help, we can make BMS the best it 

can be.  Our goal is to raise $5,000 by November 20, when we hold our annual 

fun run, the Turkey Trot. Donations may be made in the form of cash or check 

made payable to BMS PTA, or by credit card online at 

http://squareup.com/market/Berkeley-middle-school. **   

If you’d prefer, you can also detach and send the below donation/volunteer coupon to your child’s homeroom 

teacher any time between now and NOVEMBER 20. We can’t thank you enough for your support of our BMS 

Bulldog family.   

 

Who’ll be the 
Golden Turkey? 

One homeroom class per 

grade level will win the 

Golden Turkey Award and a 

class treat for raising the most 

“I Believe in Berkeley” funds. 

In addition, top fundraising 

students will receive a catered 

lunch.  

http://squareup.com/market/Berkeley-middle-school
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Apply Now: Mini-Grants Can Fund Extras for Students 

PTA fund-raising and membership dues allow the PTA to provide mini-grants 

that benefit Berkeley students, supplement our school’s mission and providing 

services and resources both in and out of the classroom.   

Mini-grant applications for the 2015-2016 school year are available on the 

Berkeley website. All PTA members are eligible to apply for the grants. 

Requests are reviewed at the next PTA meeting. The form can be found at 

http://wjccschools.org/bms/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2014/03/Mini-grant-

application-2015-16.pdf. 

Contact Beth Kluger at bethkluger@yahoo.com if you have questions about the 

forms or mini-grants in general. 

Collect Box Tops for Education – and Win! 

Remember to clip and save “Box Tops for Education” labels—each is worth 10 cents for 

Berkeley! Box Tops can be found on hundreds of product packages, including Ziploc, 

Kleenex, Cheerios, Progresso Soup, and Mott’s Applesauce.   

Send your collected Box Tops in to your student's home room teacher by Monday, Nov. 2.  

Winning homerooms in each grade level (those that collect the most Box Tops) will receive 

a “free time” advisory period outside AND each student in the class will receive a new 

mechanical pencil.   

There will be three more chances to win throughout the school year: future deadlines are Jan. 25, March 28, and 

May 23.  Clip—Save—Win—Repeat! 

Dinner at Moe’s Thursday will Benefit Berkeley  

Eat at Moe's (or grab a meal to go) on Thursday, Oct. 22, and earn money for Berkeley!  

Tell the cashier, “I’m here to support Berkeley Middle School” between 5 and 9 p.m., and 

Moe’s will give 10 percent of the proceeds to BMS.   

Thursday is also Parent Conference Night at Berkeley, which makes it a perfect night to eat 

out. Tell your friends and relatives, too! Let’s show our bulldog pride and get a record 

turnout at Moe's Spirit Night! Moe’s is located in the Windsormeade Marketplace, 4950 

Monticello Avenue, Williamsburg.   

Questions? Contact Lori Jacobson at jacobson.lori@gmail.com or Brandy Hagen at brandy.hagen@gmail.com. 

 

Sweet Donations can help U.S. Troops, Win a Prize 

The Student Health Initiative Program, in conjunction with the BMS and Rawls Byrd PTAs 

and American Family Fitness, are sponsoring a Halloween Candy Contest.  

Students can bring in unopened Halloween candy between Monday, Nov. 2, and Friday, 

Nov. 6. The candy should be in a bag labeled with the student’s name, grade and 

homeroom. Students who donate the MOST candy will win a prize.  

The candy collected will be sent to Operation Gratitude and used to create care packages for 

deployed U.S. troops. Students are encouraged to write cards to the troops to be included in 

the care packages.  

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Oct. 22 BMS Parent Conference 

Night, 4-7 p.m. 

Nov.  16 PTA Meeting, BMS 

Media Center 

Nov. 20 Turkey Trot/I Believe in 

Berkeley Deadline 

Nov. 30 Turkey Trot rain date 

http://wjccschools.org/bms/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2014/03/Mini-grant-application-2015-16.pdf
http://wjccschools.org/bms/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2014/03/Mini-grant-application-2015-16.pdf
mailto:bethkluger@yahoo.com
mailto:jacobson.lori@gmail.com
mailto:brandy.hagen@gmail.com
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Berkeley Sixth-Graders Hang Out with an Astronaut 

Berkeley Middle School’s sixth-grade team got to experience Team NASA at Legacy Square in New Town. 

Kudos to sixth-grade science teacher Marjorie Thrash for organizing the special field trip. This event was 

held in conjunction with the 2015 Fireball Run Space Race. 

 

What’s New in Seventh Grade?  Short Stories and Recycling 

 The seventh grade teachers are excited to begin a new school year!  Our English department has been focusing on 

the elements of short stories, especially unexpected and comical endings.  You can expect to see weekly vocabulary 

homework and quiz grades that reflect that hard work.  Baseline writing is going well and soon we will begin 

reading the novel, The Bully. 

The Visions classes have also focused on the elements of the short story and have enjoyed reading “The Lady or the 

Tiger,” “The Discourager of Hesitancy,” and “To Build a Fire.”  Classroom discussions have been meaningful and 

lively.  Our baseline writing is also going well.  Soon we will begin reading our first novel, “The Adventures of 

Huckleberry Finn.” 

Social Studies celebrated Constitution Day on Sept. 17 with a variety of 

activities. We are also working our way through a review of the geography of the 

United States, including regions, states, and significant cities. We wrapped up 

our opening unit, Modern America, and are beginning our next unit on 

Reconstruction.    

Science classes have started a recycling program in the cafeteria to reduce the 

amount of trash we send out of the building. On Tuesdays and Fridays, our 

“Recycle Rangers” pick up discarded paper and recyclables and put them in the 

recycling dumpster.  The students are doing a great job of reducing the amount 

of trash we send off to the land fill every week! 

Math classes are studying the use of integer rules. Students can get some extra practice by going to www.ixl.com. 

They can do 20 problems a day for free! Our next unit involves solving one- and two-step equations. 

Berkeley Middle  

http://www.ixl.com/
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Eighth-Grade News 

 

W&M mentors work with eighth-grade girls 

William and Mary mentors came here on Friday, 

October 9th to discuss the Pearl Mentoring Program 

with the eighth-grade girls. 

Departments 

English: Testing complete, Reflections reminder 

All baseline testing for reading and writing have been 

completed.  

Please encourage your student’s participation in the 

PTA Reflection contest. 

Parents are also reminded that their student should be 

completing thirty minutes of independent reading a 

night. 

Reading has its rewards 

If you read five books in first quarter you get a pancake 

breakfast. If you read ten books in the first quarter, you 

get a cookout for lunch. 

Next unit, we will begin a novel study on The Giver. 

In science, it’s all about safety 

We began the year by learning safety procedures for 

labs and experiments and the learning was enforced by 

creating amazing safety posters.   

We used these safety procedures to perform labs and 

experiments using the Scientific Method and 

Experimental Design.  We also computed conversions 

within the metric system. 

For the next half of the quarter, we are planning for a 

guest speaker from the scientific community to 

demonstrate real world applications of the materials 

that we have learned from the curriculum. 

In Math, a focus on equations and logic 

Algebra I:  We are working on a unit on solving 

equations and inequalities. 

Math 8:  We finishing up a unit on order of operations 

and will be starting a unit on real world applications of 

percentages. 

Geometry: We are working on a unit on Logic. 

Civics students create citizenship pamphlets 

We just finished up the Citizenship Unit and the 

students created beautiful and informational pamphlets 

for their citizenship project. 

We have begun the Foundations Unit and we be 

learning about the principles of government, early 

documents that influenced the U.S. Constitution, and 

the objectives of the Preamble.  

 

 

Welcome!  

Meet new team 

members, from left: 

Mr. Tressler, civics 

teaching assistant; 

Mrs. Szydloski, 

learning specialist; 

Mr. Elliott, English 

teacher; Mrs. 

Thornblom, social 

studies guru; Mr. 

Moore, William & 

Mary graduate 

student teacher; and 

Mr. Mason, math 

teacher.  
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Compass Corner: Counselors offer Support for Parents 

As your child’s School Counselors, we look to provide you with quarterly tips to aid you 

in navigating the middle school years. Although these are the briefest timeframe in an 

educational building, middle school is critical in scaffolding students for future success as 

they seek to navigate their emotional, physical, social, and academic transitions.   

To aid in building bridges, it’s necessary to understand middle schoolers are often 

disorganized, forgetful, emotional, constantly changing, and desperate for independence. 

Your support and involvement are essential at this stage of your child’s growth. 

Ways you can provide support through parental involvement are:  

 Communicate often with your child, the teachers, school counselor, and the administration when needed. 

 Visit the school. Be knowledgeable about the place where your child learns.  

 Help your child organize a schedule and utilize agenda daily. 

 Help your child set goals with a time limit for completing particular tasks, such as checking Student VUE 

weekly to monitor grades.  

 Listen to what your child tells you and is really saying between the lines. Be sensitive to any fears your 

child might have. Sometimes it is helpful to reserve comments and actions until you have facts about a 

situation and know how your child thinks and feels about it.  

 Discuss peer pressure to instill the confidence in making right choices. 

 Communication is the key to being helpful to your child in the pre-teen years.  

 Welcome and get to know your child’s friends.  

 Become aware of physical and emotional changes in your child.  

Research shows that pre-teens do better in school when their parents are involved in their lives.   

For further information on how the better support your child, see “Parent Power” at 

http://www2.ed.gov/parents/academic/help/parentpower/index.html.  (Sources: Parent Institute, 2007; USDOE, 2010) 

-- School Counselors: Dr. Strange, last names A-K | Mrs. Smith, last name L-Z 

Bullying Prevention: Wear Orange on Wednesday 

In honor of Bullying Prevention Month, encourage your child to get MAD (Make A Difference) and stand up 

against bullying by wearing orange on Wednesday, Oct. 21. 

 

Paws for Reading – and Try to Get Caught! 

Welcome back to Berkeley and to another year of great reading!  Students returned to Berkeley 

excited about the books they read over the summer-The Hunger Games, Divided We Fall, 

Gettysburg, The Crossover and many, many more.  Thank you parents!  Berkeley students are 

off to an awesome start because of your support for reading over the summer.   

They are reading at school to earn the incentives for reading 5 books or accepting the challenge 

to read 10 books by the end of 1st Quarter.  In addition, students CAUGHT READING will receive a coupon for a 

free snack from their English teacher.  All they need to do is have their book with them and answer a question or 

two.  With all of this in mind, teachers at Berkeley are asking for your continued support for reading during the 

school year by setting aside 20-30 minutes each night for reading at home.  You might read to your child, with your 

child or they might read independently.  Make a deal with your child and allow a later bedtime or excuse them from 

a chore if he reads for 20-30 minutes or more.  The important thing is that they read for pleasure every night.  With 

school and home working together, each of our students can make reading a lifelong habit.  

-- Patty Gorski 

Reading Specialist 

http://www2.ed.gov/parents/academic/help/parentpower/index.html
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Parent Academy: Information and Resources You Can Use 

The Parent Academy is a division-wide initiative designed to promote engagement by offering families information 

and resources that support student development and achievement. This initiative seeks to provide strategies that help 

families become stronger advocates in their child’s education and build successful partnerships with schools. 

Two sessions are coming up soon:  

Nov. 11 – Success in Middle School Jan. 14 – Career Exploration 

 6 p.m., James Blair  6 p.m., TNCC Historic Triangle 

To register, visit the W-JCC Public Schools website. 

 

 

SHIP Resources for Families 

The School Health Initiative Program (SHIP) has developed several tools for parents: 

We have Pinterest boards on a variety of useful topics for parents, teachers, and students.  

Check out our “Healthy Halloween Party Ideas” Board at 

http://www.pinterest.com/wjccship/healthy-halloween-party-ideas/  with great ideas for 

school and home.  We also have boards for cooking with kids, healthy family dinners, 

active learning at school and home, and many more!  

Our Facebook page lets you know about upcoming events and programs at our schools 

and in our community.  Visit us there at https://www.facebook.com/WJCCSHIP. We will also be posting pictures 

from classroom lessons, Challenge clubs, and school cafeterias (Farm to School veggies and more!).  This is a great 

way for parents to see their kids in action! 

If there are any other resources you would like to see for healthy eating and physical activity, please contact us and 

let us know!  We are here to help. 

-- Amy Lazev 

Supervisor, School Health Initiative Program (SHIP) 

Phone:  757-603-6421 

Email:  Amy.Lazev@wjccschools.org 

 

 

From the National PTA: Set Your Ground Rules with #TheSmartTalk  

  National PTA and Life Lock have partnered to create The Smart Talk, an interactive tool that can help parent-child 

duos set ground rules together about smart digital habits.  

Visit TheSmartTalk.org  and get started on your ground rules today!  

Here are three easy steps to get started:  

1. Have your kid join you. 

2. Answer a series of questions. 

3. Print your very own—and totally fridge-worthy—agreement. 

You can also check out some of The Smart Talk's other tools and resources including their infographic, video series 

and The Smart Talk Quick Guide.   

http://wjccschools.org/departments/public-relations-community-engagement/family-community-engagement/parent-academy/
http://www.pinterest.com/wjccship/healthy-halloween-party-ideas/
https://www.facebook.com/WJCCSHIP
mailto:Amy.Lazev@wjccschools.org
http://send.pta.org/link.cfm?r=1310910752&sid=83350769&m=11244454&u=NTLPTA&j=30341503&s=http://TheSmartTalk.org
https://thesmarttalk.org/#/
http://send.pta.org/link.cfm?r=1310910752&sid=83329954&m=11244454&u=NTLPTA&j=30341503&s=http://www.pta.org/files/Images/%23thesmarttalk_infographic.png
http://send.pta.org/link.cfm?r=1310910752&sid=83329955&m=11244454&u=NTLPTA&j=30341503&s=https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJqBotlAAGCVp9PaoAi13UA/videos
http://send.pta.org/link.cfm?r=1310910752&sid=83329956&m=11244454&u=NTLPTA&j=30341503&s=https://thesmarttalk.org/The%20Smart%20Talk%20Quick%20Guide.pdf
http://send.pta.org/link.cfm?r=1310910752&sid=83329953&m=11244454&u=NTLPTA&j=30341503&s=http://TheSmartTalk.org

