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Are you ready? Berkeley Block Party, April 29  
The annual Berkeley Block Party will be Friday, 

April 29, 3:15-6 p.m. The after-school festival will 

feature a rock wall, games, food, and FUN!  

The PTA Block Party Committee has been working 

hard to make this annual event a success, and plenty 

more volunteers will be needed. Keep an eye out for an 

upcoming Sign Up Genius announcement where you can 

sign up to help out.  

Ticket sales will take place later this month, and a 

flyer will be posted on the BMS website closer to the 

festival date with information and prices for wristbands 

and tickets. 

Bravo! BMS mathematicians shine  

in national, international competitions 

Members of the Berkeley 

MathCounts team did a fantastic job 

on the AMC8 this November, 

especially since this was the first 

time competing for many members.  

The AMC 8 is a 25-question, 40-

minute, multiple-choice 

examination in middle school 

mathematics designed to promote 

the development and enhancement 

of problem-solving skills.  

Berkeley placed third in Virginia 

School Merit Roll statistics, with a 

score of 54. Hornsby Middle School 

scored 53. Internationally and 

nationwide, 144,437 students in 

2,358 schools participated in this 

year's contest.  

Three BMS members earned 

special honors and will receive pins 

from the Mathematical Association 

of America: 

1. Gold - Anna Zhang  

2. Silver- Caleb Song 

3. Bronze - Leo Murphy 

 

Berkeley Middle also earned 

first place as a team in the regional 

MathCounts competition in 

February. Team members Leo 

Murphy, Anna Zhang, Caleb Song, 

and Woody Hulse each received 

$50 in cash. The team moved on to 

the state competition in March. 

Several team members also 

placed in the top 20 in the 

individual competition: 

2nd: Leo Murphy 

6th: Anna Zhang 

12th: Caleb Song 

13th: Woody Hulse 

14th: Lena Shelley 

15th: Jacob Chew 

19th: Alex Klee 

Other BMS MathCounts 

members are Michael Shelley, Reid 

Lampert, and Mikayla Whiting. 

The team also thanks  Coach 

Ray Hanson for leading Berkeley to 

another win. He has been coaching 

MathCounts at Berkeley for 25 

years! More thanks go to assistant 

coaches (both BMS alumni), Emery 

Shelley and Stephen 

Shamaiengar. Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Shari Vandygriff, BMS Teacher of the Year 

Shari Vandygriff, 8th Grade English teacher, serves as a mentor, PTA teacher representative, 

English Dept. Lead, W & M Clinical Faculty member, and BMS leadership team member. She has 

hosted many school and community events, including Write Talks, Reading Rewards with Tony 

Shaver, and Honor Roll programs with guest speakers.  Students describe her as a humorous, 

prepared, positive, approachable teacher who sets high expectations, admits mistakes, and makes 

every student feel they belong. 

Help wanted for  

8th-grade dance 

 Planning will begin soon 

for the eighth-grade dance, a 

semi-formal event that is a 

wonderful culmination of 

middle school for our eighth-

graders. This year’s dance will 

be Friday, June 3. 

The Berkeley PTA is 

seeking volunteers to assist 

with tasks including choosing 

a theme, publicity, designing 

tickets and selling them during 

lunches, seeking and picking 

up food donations, decorating, 

serving drinks/food at the 

dance, and cleanup afterward.  

If you’d like to help make 

this a festive celebration for 

our eighth-graders, e-mail 

Karen Burden at 

karenburden@cox.net or 

Jomie Wilding at 

jomie@alumni.virginia.edu.  

Mark your calendars so your 

student can be part of the 

event! 

http://www.houstonsame.org/comittee-programs/2015-math-counts-volunteering
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What’s new in seventh grade 

Science classes head to the zoo, history moves into WWII, 

students investigate the math behind March Madness 

On April 12, the entire seventh grade will travel to the Richmond Metro 

Zoo in Richmond. More than just a field trip, the zoo offers a memorable way 

to explore science and nature. Seventh-graders are learning about animal and 

plant adaptations and evolution. After observing the Discovery Exploration to 

the Galapagos Islands, “Beyond Darwin,” students will attend a presentation 

by Bob Bruce, who will share his adventures in the Galapagos through photos 

and video. 

March Madness strikes Berkeley! Math classes used the NCAA basketball 

tournament to review percentages. Students completed brackets, and prizes 

went to those who picked the most winning teams per round. We also used the 

tournament to have college discussions. Mrs. Chamblee is in her happy place! 

English 7 students completed a poetry notebook with elements and 

examples of poetry. Students are sharing their stories through writing personal 

narratives. Lots of fun adventures are being retold through writing and sharing. 

Our next task will be to examine the persuasive techniques used by advertisers 

to sell goods.   

Visions classes have just completed reading “The Rime of the Ancient 

Mariner.” Many students were able to recite the “Water, water everywhere” 

passage by heart. In the Media Literacy unit, we studied persuasive techniques 

and developed an advertisement for a product that was either real or 

imagined. Currently, we are using techniques we found in advertising to create 

persuasive essays. The 2016 presidential candidates are a hot topic. Soon we 

will begin reading “Bomb: The Race to Build – and Steal – the World’s Most 

Dangerous Weapon” by Steve Sheinkin.   

History classes are finishing up our unit on the Great Depression and 

preparing to begin our World War II unit, which is always a favorite. We will 

start by examining the causes of the war and events that led to American 

involvement in the war.   

As we begin the fourth grading period, please double-check that students 

have basic supplies restocked.  This is the time of year we tend to run out of 

paper and pencils! 

Welcome back, Frau Waltner 

I am delighted to be back at Berkeley after my extended medical leave.  

Rest assured that we have plenty of time to complete the curriculum before the 

end of the year. (My subs did an excellent job!) 

Students are currently working on a fashion show project, which will be 

filmed. I expect hilarious results!   

German 1B is currently deep in the unit on food. This means that they are 

hungry most days during class! We recently learned about various German, 

Swiss and Austrian specialty dishes. Ask your student what “Maultaschen” and 

“Apfelschorle” are.   

Up next is a project where the students work in groups to “operate” their 

own bakery, butcher, or fruit and vegetable market. They will design a poster 

with all their wares and prices listed. After spring break, half the class will be 

shoppers and the other half shopkeepers. Students must ask for items in 

German and negotiate the shopping process. The following day roles are 

reversed, so every students gets to be a shopper and a shopkeeper.

PAWS FOR READING  

Thirteen ways to 

raise a nonreader 

1. Never read where your 

children can see you. 

2. Put a TV or computer in 

every room. Don’t leave 

out the bedrooms and the 

kitchen. 

3. Correct your child every 

time they mispronounce a 

word. 

4. Schedule activities every 

day after school so 

boredom never sets in. 

5. Throw out the picture 

books. They’re for babies. 

6. Don’t play board games 

together. Too dull. 

7. Give little rewards for 

reading. Toys are nice; 

money is better. 

8. Don’t expect your 

children to enjoy reading. 

Kids’ books are for 

teaching vocabulary and 

good study habits. 

9. Buy only 40-watt bulbs 

for your lamps. 

10. Under no circumstances 

should your child read the 

same book again and 

again.  It was read once; it 

should be remembered. 

11. Never allow your child to 

listen to books on tape. 

It’s cheating. 

12. Make sure your kids only 

read books that are 

challenging. Easy books 

are a complete waste of 

time. 

13. Absolutely, positively no 

reading in bed, even with 

a flashlight under the 

covers. 

HAPPY APRIL FOOL’S! 

Patty Gorski 
Reading Specialist 
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