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As 2015 comes to an end, it 

is the season to reflect and 

rejoice.  We have so much to 

celebrate.  Most importantly, 

our children are safe, suc-

cessful and thriving.   The 

CBB staff continues to demonstrate its dedication to cre-

ating the best possible learning environment for all chil-

dren.  Our community is gro wing more diver se and more 

enriched each day, providing us with countless opportuni-

ties to enhance our lives with new perspectives and new 

experiences.  We should be proud of all we have accom-

plished.  

Now, as we transition into 2016, it  is time for us to set 

common goals for the coming year:    

· We will measure success in a variety of ways that 

honor our students’ diverse skills.  

· We will always support each other as we work 

together for our students. 

· We will celebrate and honor our differences and 

our diversity.   

Together, with purposeful and passionate work, we will 

meet these goals and have a phenomenal 2016.  

 

 

 

 

 

Gifts 
Admit it, we all like getting gifts !  I’m not sure there is ever a 

time when getting one doesn't bring a smile.  But I’d bet many 

of us love giving them as well.  The best part is, there is no 

shortage of gifts within the halls of CBB . . . whether getting or 

giving.   

 

The fi rst “gift ” are our teachers.  CBB teachers do an amazing 

job, day in and day out, caring, nurturing and enri ching the 

lives of our children through leadership and education.  What is 

so selfless is that they do it all with one goal in mind: providing 

a foundation of learning excellence for our children. 

 
Our second “gift ” is one that we oft en overlook.  CBB’s janito-

rial and cafet eri a staff.  Both come in early and stay lat e all -t he-

while ensuring the safety, security, cleanliness and nutritional 

importance needed for more than 560+ students each and every 

day.  Never with complaint, they provide our children with a 

clean and cared for environment and a nutritional & balanced 

meal (sometimes two) to fill their tummies.  

 

Our third “gift ” are our many volunteers.  Have you seen all 

that they give?  Countless hours of time, instruction and one-on

-one t eaching moments . . . EACH WEEK; administrative sup-

port, take home work and the promise that they will be back 

again the next day to influence the life of a child they may ba-

rely know.  

   

Our fourth and final “gift ” is our amazing PTA.  Every member 

works tirelessly to represent the school, teachers, administra-

tion and children in a positive and successful way.  They routi-

nely live up to thei r promise of an Example of Excellence in all 

that they do.   

 

So, as you gather and cel ebrate Christmas, Hanukkah or Kwan-

za, remember that some of the best gifts don't always come 

with wrapping paper or a bow.  Just spend a few minutes 

anywhere in CBB and you will see the many “gifts” we are 

blessed with every single day. The best part . . . it’s a gift that 

keeps on giving.   

From my home to yours, may the Spirit of the season be with 

you and yours as we celebrate the bi rth of our Lord.  Merry 

Christmas . . . and happy gift giving!  

Bear Pause 

 PTA President, Mike Loy  Principal, Phyllis Dorsey 



 

 

 

The Flu Can Be Serious 

Influenza, commonly called the "flu," is a  contagious viral infection that affects the respiratory system—

your nose, throat and lungs. Symptoms of the flu can include fever, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy 

nose, body aches, headache, chills and fatigue. Some people may also have vomiting and diarrhea. 

Some people are at high risk for serious flu complications, including young children, older people, 

pregnant women and people with certain health conditions. Flu vaccination and the correct use of 

flu antiviral medicines are very important for those people. For more information visit the CDC 

website at http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/keyfacts.htm 

****Remember to keep your child at home if that have a temperature 100 or greater. They can return to 

school 24 hours after their temperature returns to normal. 

Tdap Immunization  

Information sheets were sent out at the beginning of November to all 5 th grade parents. Please provide a 

copy of your child’s immunization record to the nurse after your child has received this vaccine. This 

vaccine is required for entry into 6 th grade.  

Asthma and Inhalers 

With the onset of cold weather I have seen a lot of students with asthma symptoms come into the clinic 

after recess and PE. If your student has asthma, RAD, or any type of respiratory issues please provide an 

inhaler to be kept at school.  

Margaret Bitler, RN 

221-0949 ex. 1 

 

 



 Box Tops: Fall Contest Results 

We are happy to announce that our fall Box Tops winner is Mrs. 

Field's class 

We are so proud of everyone who took the time to save, clip and 

send in the Box Tops.  

It is a great way for our school to raise money for all CBB Bears! 

Please remember that our next contest will be in the spring, so 

keep saving. Each box top is worth 10 cents!!! 

Kristen Hooker-Watkins, Corporate Fundraising 

 If you have any questions, email CBBboxtops@gmail.com. 

 

   
 

 December 11—2nd & 3rd Grade Field Trip to “The Nutcracker” 

 December 11—Spirit Night at Smallcakes  

 December 21—January 1: Winter Break 

   

 January 14: Appreciation of the Military Child Celebration 

 January 21: PTA meeting, 6:00pm, CBB Media Center 

 

 February Date TBD:  CBB Variety Show 

 February 18: Italian Dinner and Dance 

 February 25: PTA Meeting, 6:00pm, CBB Media Center 

 February 15 - February 19: Families at School Week 

  



Clara Byrd Baker Walk-A-Thon Results 

Thank you for your support of our 8 th annual Walk-A-Thon held on November 2nd.  Clara Byrd Baker students 

raised nearly $9000 for our school.  Great Job Baker Bears! 

Despite the rain, the students had a great time walking and dancing in the gym.  Thanks Mr. Goggin, as always you 

came through in a pinch.  The lack of sun did not dampen the student’s enthusiasm; the Baker Bear esprit  de corps 

is second to none. 

The grand prize winner for most pledges brought in was Jacob Lawrence (4 th Grade).  He was awarded a $100 Tar-

get Gift Card, 4 passes to Busch Garden’s Christmas Town, along with several other prizes.       Our four prize 

package winners were Owen Wester (K), Bryter Thomson (2 nd Grade), Tony Babb (3 rd Grade), and Ana Ward (5 th 

Grade).  Some of the prizes included in the packages were passes for Virginia Livin g Museum, Virginia Aviation 

Museum, WISC laser tag, Virginia Zoo, The Adventure Park at Virginia Aquarium, Nauticus, Jamestown -

Yorktown Foun dation and Ripley’s Believe it  or Not.  Other prizes donated for the packages were tickets for Wil-

liam and Mary Tribe games, Papa Murphy’s Dinner, Perfection Day spa gift  certificate and toys from School 

Crossin gs.  Thank you to our donors for their continued support. 

The class from each grade level with the highest pledge count was awarded a class party.  The parties included cup-

cake party donated by Smallcakes Cupcakery, pizza parties donated by Uno Pizzeria and 7 -Eleven, an ice cream 

party or a movie and popcorn party.  The three classes with the highest pledge amount were:  

    Ms. Woodroffe’s 5 th Grade Class - $787.00 

    Ms. Field’s 2nd Grade Class - $541.00 

    Ms. Braxton’s 4 th Grade Class - $536.00 

Special thanks to the sponsors: Williams Landscape and Design, 1 st Advantage Federal Credit Union, Coldwell 

Banker Professional Realtors, Dr. Andrew G. Gilfillan, DDS, Papa Murphy’s Pizza, Drs. Boxx, Blaney, Lachine & 

Wendell Dentistry, Auto Parts and Supply, Tony Pauroso, Realtor, Clip-it-Up Pet Grooming and Center Street 

Grill.  

And most important of all - Thank you for your support!!!!  We couldn’t have done it  without you.  We look for-

ward to many more successful years of this event to help CBB continue to be such a wonderful school.  

 

The Walk-A-Thon planning committee 



Counseling Corner   

Thankfulness is Good for Your Mental Health 

An attitude of gratitude will help your child be more resilient as he or sh e faces th e ups and down of life. Re-

cent research shows “counting your blessings” improves brain chemistry and reduces your blood pressure. There 

are so many things to be thankful for: outdoor recess after a week of rain, a pet fish, getting to sit  by your BFF 

at lunch, advancing to a new level in your video game, seeing a blue bird, having your favorite snack, doing well  

on your social  studies test, Dad h ome in time for dinner, favorite take-out for dinner on Friday night, you found 

a really good book series…. 

Start cultivating this atti tude early by sharing your blessings with your child. Your children will glow to hear that 

you count them. Have everyon e at the dinner table or in th e car express something they are thankful for that 

day. When the chips are down teach your child to stop and count his or her blessings. They may need some sug-

gestions from you to h elp them get started. You will see their affect brighten before long.  

 If my Mom was correct it might also lull a restless child to sleep at night.  

 

ATTENTION, calling all military parents!   We plan to honor your children on Thursday, January 14th at 2:30. 

Please put this date on your calendar because we would love for you to join us for a brief program and refresh-

ments. Invitations will go out right after th e first of the year for  our Appreciation of th e Military Child Celebra-

tion. 

 

Ginnie Szczypinski Ed.S 

School Counselor  

Car Line Morning Drop-off Procedures 

Please review and follow these procedures to make the morning drop-off procedure efficient for 

all. 

Pull into the Drop-off Circle as far as possible to allow more vehicles to unload at the same 

time. 

Please kiss and hug and ensure your children have all their belongings before getting in the 

car line so you don’t hold up the cars waiting behind you. 

Children should exit vehicles on the right side in the drop-off circle rather than the parking lot. 

Once children have exited the vehicle and are safely on the sidewalk, please drive away cau-

tiously but promptly to allow other vehicles to pull into the line. 



 Clara Byrd Baker PTA 
is now accepting credit/debit card payments using 

Square Readers and Square Market 
 

Square is an electronic payment service, provided by Square Inc.    A  Square Reader is a portable credit/
debit card transaction reader, which allows us to process PTA related purchases such as PTA Member-
ships & Spirit Wear. This small pocket-size device allows our organization to accept all major credit card 
payments with our smartphones during events such as Back to School Night, by swiping the card on the 
Square device with the ability of the customer to sign for the transaction with their signature.  Credit 
card information is encrypted at the moment of swipe and is secure.  
 
Square Market is an online store where you can purchase PTA related items or donate to events such 
as the CBB Walk-A-Thon. Again, credit card information is encrypted and secure. If you use the on-line 
store please remember to enter your child’s name, teacher and grade in the note section in order for us 
to process the purchase and deliver purchased items as necessary.  

 
The website for the CBB PTA On-Line Store is:  

 
https://squareup.com/market/clara-byrd-baker-elementary-school-pta-2 

 

Items currently for sale on the website are:  PTA Memberships  

 

    CBB Annual Variety Show 

 

The date is not yet final but will be sometime in February.  More information coming soon. 

Contact Heather Onizuk with any questions at cosmomama@cox.net. 

 

    

https://squareup.com/market/clara-byrd-baker-elementary-school-pta-2


Help Our School Earn FREE Equipment! 

Our school is participating in the Farm Fresh 123-4 Community Program. 

Your grocery store receipts will help our school earn much needed free educa-

tional equipment and supplies.   

What do you need to do? 

From September 8, 2015-May 31, 2016, each time you checkout at Farm Fresh, please 

remember to scan our school’s key tag.  This will help our school earn points to-

wards much needed free classroom equipment and supplies!  If you need one of our 

school’s key tags, please contact Libby Miller in the front office. 

MEGA Auto Spa and the PTA have partnered together to raise funds for the students 

and staff of Clara Byrd Baker.  MEGA will donate one dollar for every purchase made by 

your supporters which goes directly to our school. MEGA Au-

to Spa automatically records and compiles these washes, 

and the CBB PTA receives a quarterly check! The next time 

you get your car washed, use the Fundraising Code 9027 

and we’ll watch the funds roll in. It's that simple. Please con-

sider CBB the next time you go to Mega Auto Spa – Our lo-

cal fundraising partner for 2014-15. 

Fundraising to Support CBB   

Do you have an iOS or Android phone? Do you shop?  If you said YES to both of those, consider signing 

up for Shoparoo. It's an easy, secure way to earn money for our school simply by taking photos of 

your store receipts.   

Simply download the app at http://www.shoparoo.com/, create your account and choose Clara 

Byrd Baker Elementary as your school, and immediately start submitting your own receipts to earn 

donations for CBB!  You can create an “Anonymous” account if you have any concerns over your per-

sonal information being shared. 

We only have 34 supporters on Shoparoo so far, but in just over 3 months we have already earned al-

most $50 for CBB. Imagine what we could earn in a year if we had 200 supporters!! 



 

Cultural Arts 

We are excited to announce our field trip to the Virginia Regional Ballet’s production of 

“The Nutcracker” on December 11th.  This year is extra special because both 2nd graders 

and 3rd graders will be attending! Happy Holidays! 

Thank you to all the parents, students and staff who collected over 300 pounds of food for CBB's annual 

Salvation Army Holiday Food Drive.  The Student Council officers helped coordinate collecting the food 

from each classroom. 

 

 

 

Yearbook  

We need your help in making a great yearbook! If you take any photos at CBB events, in class-

rooms or on field trips, please email them to: cbbyearbook@yahoo.com 

Photos taken from digital cameras or IPhone 5 or higher (or equivalent) will produce the best 

images in the yearbook. 

 



Teacher & Misc. Notes  

 

   

Parents—please be sure to 

check your child’s account on 

Vue for updated information 

from his/her teacher to include:  

class work, homework , daily 

schedule, monthly calendar, 

grades and more. 

 

http://wjccschools.org/vue/ 

 
Recycling 

 

Clara Byrd Baker will participate in 
the 2014-15 Plastic  Film  Recycling 
Challenge.   
 

The TREX bag recycling contest be-

gins on November 16, 2015 and ends 

on April 15,2016.  Please send in all 

your items listed below.  There are 7 

white plastic bag recycling boxes lo-

cated around the school.   

Trex utilizes millions of plastic gro-

cery store bags each year to create 

its composite lumber product, keep-

ing this material out of landfills locally 

and across the country.  By building a 

partnership with schools students can 

learn the importance of recycling, 

keep plastic out of the landfills and be 

rewarded for their efforts. 

 By reducing, reusing, and recycling 

plastic bags, you and your child can 

help reduce litter, prevent pollution 

and save natural resources. Please 

help by recycling your plastic bags 

and packaging. 

  

What can be recycled (must be clean, 

dry and free of food residue): 

Plastic grocery bags 
Plastic department store bags 
Newspaper sleeves 
Dry-cleaning bags 
Stretch film (no household saran 
wrap) 
Water bottle case wrap 
Toilet paper/paper towel over 
wrap 
Bread bag/cereal bags 

 
 
 

Thank you for recycling!   

 

Jim Goggin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Help Clara Byrd Baker win a 

new playground. 

 

Enter daily through march 25, 

2016 at: 

 

http://www.togethercounts.com/

healthy-playground-makeover 

 

 


