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Happy New Year! 

 

 

A new year brings many opportunities: opportuni-

ties for growth, opportunities for healing, opportuni-

ties for celebrations.    

At CBB new ideas are growing for how to help each 

of our students achieve and succeed.  We are look-

ing for tutors to help with reading instruction.  Our 

teachers are planning and developing lessons that 

enrich and remediate.  Our students are learning 

how to be respectful, responsible, and ready at all 

times.    

Relationships are an important part of what we be-

lieve in at CBB.   This New Year brings us opportu-

nities to build new relationships, repair those that 

are damaged, and continue to strengthen those 

that are already in place.    

In 2016 we look forward to the opportunity to cele-

brate a successful school year, where all students 

know that they are safe and cared for.  We cele-

brate our diversity and our unity.    This year has 

the promise to be filled with academic celebrations, 

big dreams and new opportunities for each one of 

us.    

 

 

Resolutions 
 

Resolutions . . . we all have them, right?  We look 

to read more; start a new exercise program; spend 

more time with family; or maybe find some time to 

volunteer and give back to an organization, church 

or school.  The toughest part, though, is not coming 

up with a resolution … it’s keeping it longer than it 

took you to come up with it. 

 

This year, my resolution is more of giving some-

thing up vice taking something on.  So, I’ve decided 

to give up on the status quo, and to purge the quote 

“it is what it is” from my line of thinking.  I’ve come 

to dislike that quote because, in my opinion, it’s 

saying that you don't care to work hard to effect 

constructive change or achieve a personal goal.  In 

my workplace, at church, in my home, at the 

school, etc., we become SO routine that sometimes 

we forget that change can be refreshing, may actu-

ally be needed, and very welcome to not only you, 

but others.  

 

Our children are effected by change every day and 

they adapt amazingly well.  Haircuts, braces, 

sports, scouts, church youth programs, peer pres-

sure, homework, homework and homework.  Yet, 

do you ever hear them say “it is what it is?”  Not in 

my house!  One of the best parts about the inno-

cence of youth is that they work hard, every day, at 

something, because they know it’s the right thing to 

do . . . and sometimes without us hounding them to 

do so.  Parents, coaches, teachers, etc., all have a 

part to play in shaping our children. Maybe my res-

olution has been right in front of me all along and I 

just failed to see it because of all of the routines.   

 

So . . . are you ready to affect a change this year, 

or are you going to maintain the status quo?  

Bear Pause 

 PTA President, Mike Loy  Principal, Phyllis Dorsey 



 

 

 

 

NOTES FROM THE NURSE 

Welcome to 2016!  

Just a friendly reminder that if your child is running a temperature of 100° or more please keep them 

home, if they are already at school you will be called to pick them up. Students must be fever free for 

24hrs before returning to school.  

If your child is well enough to attend school, but must have medication during the day, they must have a 

medication consent form on file. The forms are found on the CBB school page, go to clinic and look un-

der the forms tab for medication consent form. The form must have a physician’s signature as well as a 

parent’s signature. ALL MEDICATION MUST BE BROUGHT IN BY A PARENT OR GUARDIAN. 

So far I have not had any reported cases of the flu reported. If your child has been diagnosed with the 

flu please keep me updated. 

Head Lice (pediculosis): WJCC follows the guidelines that come from the American Academy of Pediat-

rics (APP) and the National Association of School Nurses (NASN).  The principal and nurse will decide 

together if a letter will be sent home to the students in classrooms on a case by case basis, that have a 

reported case of head lice. 

Margaret Bitler, RN 

CBB School Nurse 

Clinic 221-0949 option 1 

 

 

Save the Date!    

The CBB PTA’s Annual Italian Dinner will be held on February 18th from 6-8 pm.   
More information coming soon! 



 

 

   

    
  January 18 — Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday, No School 
  January 21—PTA meeting 6 pm—Media Center 
  January 27—Pajama Day  
  January 27 — Early Release 
  January 28, 29 — No School 
 
 
 
  February 5—Team Sport Jersey Day 
  February 15 — President’s Day, No School 
  February 18—Italian Dinner 6-8 pm—3rd grade show at the dinner 
  February 26– Twin Day & Variety/Talent Show at night 
 
  March 15—WJCC 5th grade Chorus Festival @ Lafayette High School 
  March 18– Crazy Hat Day & Early Release 
   
 

 

 

   

          

      

    

    

 

Box Tops: Keep Clipping! 

 

 Please remember that our next contest will be in the spring, so 
 keep clipping & saving.   

     Each box top is worth 10 cents!!! 

  

 Kristen Hooker-Watkins, Corporate Fundraising, Box Tops 

 If you have any questions, email CBBboxtops@gmail.com. 



Counseling Corner 

Attention! 

On January 14th at 2:30, we will be recognizing our Baker Bears who are members of military families. We want to 

show our appreciation for the sacrifices children, with active duty moms or dads, make for the defense of our na-

tion. All of our students who have a mom or dad in uniform will meet in the gym. Our choir will sing a series of 

patriotic songs including, the Armed Forces Medley. Make sure your children know which branch their family rep-

resents so they can stand accordingly. We will then celebrate with a patriotic cupcake and a small token of our 

appreciation. The military students are encouraged to wear something that day which symbolizes their military 

affiliation. It can be as simple as red, white and blue. Parents are welcome to join us!  

Making Good Choices 

Conflict or disagreement is normal and often happens when children get together.  

However, hurtful words, gestures, or physical attack are unacceptable ways to deal with conflict and disagree-

ment at school.   

Beginning in second grade we introduce an exciting conflict management program entitled, Kelso’s Choice.  Kelso 

is a frog that teaches the students to differentiate between small problems, that they can solve, and big problems, 

that require adult help.  Big problems are potentially dangerous, scary, and may involve someone getting hurt.  

Our goal is to teach students several positive ways to deal with these difficult situations.  In order to do this, stu-

dents encountering small problems are asked to try at least two of the choices in the wheel below.  

We believe with Kelso’s Choice students will develop effective problem-solving skills they can use again and again.  

It will help them to deal with conflict in a positive manner and to make appropriate decisions.  When students are 

aware of what to do, it will help to reduce their stress as well as the number of conflicts that may occur in and out 

of school. 

There are several Kelso’s Choice charts posted around the school as a reminder for all students.  We encourage 

you to become familiar with the program and use it at home.  By working together we can develop a helpful life 

skill for students to use. The materials for Kelso’s choice were purchased with a PTA mini -grant and we appreciate 

the support. 

 

 



 Clara Byrd Baker PTA 
is now accepting credit/debit card payments using 

Square Readers and Square Market 
Square is an electronic payment service, provided by Square Inc.    A  Square Reader is a portable credit/
debit card transaction reader, which allows us to process PTA related purchases such as PTA Member-
ships & Spirit Wear. This small pocket-size device allows our organization to accept all major credit card 
payments with our smartphones during events such as Back to School Night, by swiping the card on the 
Square device with the ability of the customer to sign for the transaction with their signature.  Credit 
card information is encrypted at the moment of swipe and is secure.  
 
Square Market is an online store where you can purchase PTA related items or donate to events. Again, 
credit card information is encrypted and secure. If you use the on-line store please remember to enter 
your child’s name, teacher and grade in the note section in order for us to process the purchase and 
deliver purchased items as necessary.  

 
The website for the CBB PTA On-Line Store is:  

 
https://squareup.com/market/clara-byrd-baker-elementary-school-pta-2 

 

 

 Lost and Found 
  
With the cooler weather upon us, there are quite a few items in the Lost and 
Found (under the cafeteria steps).  Please remember to label all coats, mittens, 
hats, sweatshirts, lunch boxes, etc!   
 
The Lost and Found is checked regularly so that labeled items may be re-
turned.   Unclaimed items will be donated to a charity at the end of the school 
year.  Thank you!! 
 
 

https://squareup.com/market/clara-byrd-baker-elementary-school-pta-2


 

Parents—please be sure to check 

your child’s account on Vue for updat-

ed information from his/her teacher to 

include:  class work, homework , daily 

schedule, monthly calendar, grades 

and more. 

 

http://wjccschools.org/vue/ 

 

Physical Education & 

more 

Recycling:   

The TREX plastic bag contest 

begins on November 15, 2015 

and ends on April 15, 

2016.  CBB has won this contest 

7 times.  Our rewards have 

been park benches which have 

been installed on our play-

grounds.  Please recycle your 

clean, dry, empty plastic bags 

(#3&4 plastic bags, newspaper 

sleeves, bread bags, product 

wrap, cereal liners, food storage 

bags, ice bags, dry cleaning 

bags, produce bags, case over-

wrap, and packaging air pil-

lows).  The bags become an 

earth-friendly composite decking 

and railing.  Check trexrecy-

cling.com for more infor-

mation.  Thank you for support-

ing CBB’s recycling program. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Physical Education 
 

Please make sure your child is 
wearing sneakers, tennis shoes 
or running shoes to Physical Ed-
ucation class.   
 
 

CBB Spirit Days 
Mark your calendar and show 

your CBB School spirit on 

these spec ial days!  

 

Wednesday January 27th—

Pajama Day 

 

Friday February 5th—Team 

Sport Jersey Day 

 

Friday February 26th—Twin 

Day 

 

Friday March 18th—Crazy Hat 

Day 

 

Friday June 10th—  CBB Spirit 

Day (Field Day) 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to 

CLARA BYRD BAKER’S 

RUNNING CLUB!!!! Yay! 

 You all have won the Highest 

Participation Trophy!! 

Your running club had 20% of 

your school’s 3rd, 4th and 5th 

grade students participate in the 

Sleighbell 5K!! 

 D.J. Montague and Rawls Byrd 

Elementary running clubs were 

not far behind having 18% of 

their 3rd, 4th and 5th grade stu-

dents participating in Sleighbell! 

And a BIG THANK YOU to 

CBB’s PTA for providing team 

shirts for the CBB Running 

Club!! 

                  Jim Goggin 

 

 

Teacher Notes & More 



Variety Show, Yearbook, 5th Grade Promotion and more 

 

 

Annual CBB Variety Show 

Save the date!! It will be held 

on Friday, February 26th 2016.  

More information coming 

soon! 

 Contact for this event:  
Heather Onizuk 

cosmomama@cox.net 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Yearbook  

We need your help in making 

a great yearbook! If you take 

any photos at CBB events, in 

classrooms or on field trips, 

please email them to: cbbyear-

book@yahoo.com 

Photos taken from digital cam-

eras or IPhone 5 or higher (or 

equivalent) will produce the 

best images in the yearbook. 

 
 

 

 
Attention:  

5th Grade Families  
 
 

 
 
 

Well, it may seem early, but 
the planning is underway for 

the 5th Grade Promotion. 
Please mark your calendar for 
the Promotion program which 
is scheduled for 2pm on Friday 
afternoon, June 17th, in the 

CBB Gym.  

 
Please keep in mind that our 
space is very limited and we 
are asking that families of 5th 
graders limit their numbers to 
no more than 4.  This way we 
can assure the comfort and 
safety of all our families.  

 
Soon, you will receive a letter 
asking you to send in a pre-

school/kindergarten photo and 

a current photo of your 5th 
grader. Please respond as 

quickly as you can as this is an 
important part of our Promo-
tion program. Other fun sur-
prises are being planned for 
our 5th graders during the 

spring!  
 

Any questions or suggestions, 
please contact: Christy Jensen 

(jensenchristyj@gmail.com) or 
Kim Dilday 

(kimandfletch@cox.net). 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Word from the Bear 

Pause Editor, 

Karen Burden 

It is an honor to serve as PTA 

Corresponding Secretary for 

the 2015-2016 school year. I 

am responsible for preparing 

and publishing this newsletter.  

There is so much important 

information about our school 

that you will learn when read-

ing through the newsletter. I 

welcome your input about 

ways to make our newsletter 

more enjoyable and helpful to 

all of our families, teachers 

and school staff.  All editions 

of the newsletter will be elec-

tronic and you will receive an 

email with a link to access it. It 

will also be on the website 

each month (http://

wjccschools.org/cbb/

families/ptsa/). 

 
 

mailto:cosmomama@cox.net


3 Fundraising Options to Support CBB   

MEGA Auto Spa and the PTA have partnered together to raise funds for the students and staff 

of Clara Byrd Baker.  MEGA will donate one dollar for every purchase made by your supporters 

which goes directly to our school. MEGA Auto Spa automatically records and compiles these 

washes, and the CBB PTA receives a quarterly check! The next time you get your car washed, 

use the Fundraising Code 9027 and we’ll watch the funds roll in. It's that simple.  

Please consider CBB the next time you go to Mega Auto Spa: 

Our local fundraising partner for 2014-15. 

Help Our School Earn FREE Equipment! 

Our school is participating in the Farm Fresh 123-4 Community Program. 

Your grocery store receipts will help our school earn much needed free educa-

tional equipment and supplies.   

What do you need to do? 

From September 8, 2015-May 31, 2016, each time you checkout at Farm Fresh, please 

remember to scan our school’s key tag.  This will help our school earn points to-

wards much needed free classroom equipment and supplies!  If you need one of our 

school’s key tags, please contact Libby Miller in the front office. 

Do you have an iOS or Android phone? Do you shop?  If you said YES to both of those, consid-
er signing up for Shoparoo. It's an easy, secure way to earn money for our school simply by tak-

ing photos of your store receipts.   

Simply download the app at http://www.shoparoo.com/, create your account and choose 

Clara Byrd Baker Elementary as your school, and immediately start submitting your own re-

ceipts to earn donations for CBB!  You can create an “Anonymous” account if you have any con-

cerns over your personal information being shared. 

We only have 34 supporters on Shoparoo so far, but in just over 4 months we have already earned over 

$50 for CBB. Imagine what we could earn in a year if we had 200 supporters!! 


