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Love is…..  

 

February is the time when our thoughts turn to love.   

Love is family. Love is the sound of children’s voices.  

Love is friendship.  Love is meaningful work.  Love is 

chocolate.     

The children all know the saying “Love is an open 

door.”  So I thought about what that means to me. To me 

it  means that it  is our responsibility as parents, teachers, 

and educators to make sure that no door is closed for our 

children.  We must prepare them for all opportunities 

that the future may bring.  We want them to be ready to 

walk through the door to their futures with confidence, 

armed with all the tools they need to be successful. It  

also means that we are open to change and new possibili-

ties.   

 As we work together to make sure that all of our chil-

dren are ready to walk through the open door to their 

future ,we need to remember that love is also patient and 

kind. Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “Love is the only 

force capable of transforming an enemy into a friend.”   

Let’s use the month of February to focus on loving each 

other in ways that unite us in our common cause, making 

the world a better place for our children.     

 

 

 

 

~ Service ~ 

 
I recently read an article from the Huffington Post tit led, 

“Why I Volunteered for the PTA (even though everyone 

told me not to)”.  I have to say, while reading it , I kept 

wondering if someone climbed into my head and wrote 

this with me in mind.  The article hit on five main points: 

Fun draisin g, Membership, Volunteering, Teaching and 

Change, all of which I have spoken about over the last 

two years as your PTA President.  One topic I have 

thought a lot about and want to talk about here, however, 

is Service.   

 

Many already serve in so many ways; Ch urch, Scouts, 

Community, Sports, etc.  For those that do, nothing can 

replace the satisfaction of being a part of something that 

truly makes a difference, especially when it  benefits a 

child.  I know that stepping up to take on “just one more 

thing” is daunting to some, too time consuming for oth-

ers, and maybe just something that doesn't  interest you.  

However, as we p ush through the remainder of this 

school year, I’m asking you to consider just that.   

 

Within the next few weeks, we will begin the process to 

form a committee to identify a slate of volunteers to fill 

key roles of the CBB PTA Executive Leadership, as well 

as several Committee positions.  Many take little time or 

attention while others ask for significantly more.  All I 

ask of you, is to consider how you can make a differ-

ence.  I have filled a role in our PTA for six years now.  I 

have three to go!  Be a part of the best PTA team and be 

an advocate for your parents, teachers and students.  If 

you don’t believe me, read the article here:  

 

http://www.huffin gtonpost.com/molly-shalz/why-i-

volunteered-for-the_b_7851066.html 

 

Bear Pause 

 PTA President, Mike Loy  Principal, Phyllis Dorsey 



 

Update from Your STC (School Testing Coordinator) 

Please see the information below regarding SOL testing. Many families have 

found this information useful when planning family vacations, doctor’s appoint-

ments, etc. If you have any questions regarding testing, please contact Mrs. An-

gel Washington, Assistant Principal and STC. 

WJCC’s Spring 2016 SOL Testing Window will be  

MAY 9-JUNE 3, 2016. 

During the above window, each school must administer tests to all students taking 

the test for the first time. The window will include time for students to be adminis-

tered make-up tests as needed. Expedited re-takes will be administered in the 

above window or through the last day of testing which will be June 10, 2016. A 

more detailed testing calendar for CBB students that will include dates of each 

test will be released in March.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Variety Show 

 

 

The Annual Variety Show will be held on Friday, March 4th.  Please note this is a change from 

the previously advertised date.  Auditions will be on February 24th and 25th after school.   

Permission slips will be handed out by teachers in early February.  A signed permission slip is 
required in order to audition. 

Questions should be directed to Heather Onizuk at: cosmomama@cox.net 



 

     

 

   

  
   
   
  February 5th—Spirit Day—Team Sport Jersey Day 
  February 15th — President’s Day, No School 
  February 15th—CBB Spirit Day/Night at Rebounderz 2-9 pm  
  February 18th—Italian Dinner/3rd Grade Concert 
  February 22nd- SHIP clubs start this week  
  February 22nd-26th—Families at School Week 
  February 24th & 25th—auditions for Variety show 
  February 26th—Spirit Day—Twin Day; Family Movie Night 6 pm 
  February 29th—Fifth Grade Students Meet Middle School Counselors 
 
  March 4th- Annual Variety Show  
  March 8th—Battle of the Books team competing at Williamsburg Library 
  March 15—WJCC 5th grade Chorus Festival @ Lafayette High School 
  March 18– Crazy Hat Day & Early Release 
 
          April 1st—no school  
  April 4th-8th—Spring Break 
   

 
 

 

 

   

 

 

Announcement from Cultural Arts  

 

 

Virginia Opera is coming to perform “Little Red Riding 

Hood” for our PreK–2nd grades on February 25th at 10am.  

                                                                      

In March, Theatre IV is coming for 3rd-5th grades to  

perform “I Have a Dream.” 





Counseling Corner   

You Will Have a Middle Schooler Soon 

Our fifth graders are approaching promotion and guidance activities will prepare them for the next step. 

In the fall, we focused on how to be a good time manager by using the planner, prioritizing, using a cal-

endar to plan ahead for a long term project, and goal setting. 

In February we will dig into careers. Fifth graders will be learning six personality types and why these 

types gravitate toward specific careers. We will also see that our interests, talents, and favorite school 

subjects may also play a part in helping us find the right career path. Online resources will be used to re-

search careers of interest to each student. The kids enjoy learning the specifics about possible careers, for 

example how much education and training is required. This unit will be a great warm up for our career 

fair on March 18th. Students who focus on the end from the beginning are more likely to be successful in 

school.   

 In the spring we will learn how to succeed in middle school, and explore peer issues including bullying 

and peer pressure. Finally we will practice how to open combination locks. 

Sixth Grade Registration  

February 29th at 9:35 will prepare our fifth grade students for an important leap. The middle school 

counselors will visit to discuss the registration process for sixth grade. Paperwork will come home to 

help you guide your child in his/her selection of elective courses. Mrs. Szczypinski will be registering 

your students so please call her if you have any questions or need to make changes. We register your stu-

dent for the middle school to which your neighborhood is zoned. If you have proof of change of resi-

dence please see Mrs. Phillips, attendance associate, in the office. To request out of zone attendance, due 

to before or after school care, please contact the middle school. 

Don’t worry. Each middle school will have a parent night to bring you up to speed. Information will be 

coming soon! 

New Face in the Counseling Office  

  We are happy to welcome Anna Rigg, she is a  Masters level school counseling student, in the School of 

Education, at the College of William and Mary. She will completing her final internship here at Clara 

Byrd Baker from February through early May. Anna will be teaching guidance lessons, facilitating 

groups, meeting with individual students and participating in all aspects of the guidance and counseling 

program. The students are always excited to work with the counseling intern so I’m sure you will hear 

about Miss Rigg.  

Ginnie Szczypinski, Ed.S., School Counselor  

______________________________________________________________________ 

  



Box Tops: Keep Clipping! 

 

 Please remember that our next contest will be in the spring, so 
 keep clipping & saving.   

     Each box top is worth 10 cents!!! 

  

 Kristen Hooker-Watkins, Corporate Fundraising, Box Tops 

 If you have any questions, email CBBboxtops@gmail.com. 

 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Clara Byrd Baker 

 4th Annual Spelling Bee 

 

Look for more information and the student spelling lists in your  

child’s folder in the coming weeks.   

The CBB Student Directory will be available on-line in February.   

  Thanks to Carol Ward for putting this together. 

 



Clara Byrd Baker Elementary School 

Black History Month Project 

Student Entry Form, February 2016 

 

“What diversity means to me…” 

 

STUDENT INFORMATION 

Gender (Circle one):   Male   Fem ale 

 

Student F irst Name:      Student Last n ame:  

 

Parent Guardian Name:        

 

Parent/Gu ard ian  Add ress:     City, State Zip :  

 

Parent/Gu ard ian  Email:     Parent/Gu ard ian  Phone:  

 

Every entry will be recognized in some format during the month of February. 

Questions should be directed to:  Monica Grillo, Multicultural Achievement Liaison 

Monica.Grillo@wjccschools.org 

 

Grade Level (Check one):  

Kindergarten 

1st Grade 

2nd Grade 

3rd Grade 

4th Grade 

5th Grade 

Special Artist 

Arts Category (Check one):  

Dance Choreography 

Film Production 

Literature 

Music Composition 

Photography 

Visual Arts 

 



 Clara Byrd Baker PTA 
is now accepting credit/debit card payments using 

Square Readers and Square Market 
Square is an electronic payment service, provided by Square Inc.    A  Square Reader is a portable credit/
debit card transaction reader, which allows us to process PTA related purchases such as PTA Member-
ships & Spirit Wear. This small pocket-size device allows our organization to accept all major credit card 
payments with our smartphones during events such as Back to School Night, by swiping the card on the 
Square device with the ability of the customer to sign for the transaction with their signature.  Credit 
card information is encrypted at the moment of swipe and is secure.  
 
Square Market is an online store where you can purchase PTA related items or donate to events. Again, 
credit card information is encrypted and secure. If you use the on-line store please remember to enter 
your child’s name, teacher and grade in the note section in order for us to process the purchase and 
deliver purchased items as necessary.  

 
The website for the CBB PTA On-Line Store is:  

 
https://squareup.com/market/clara-byrd-baker-elementary-school-pta-2 

 

 

 Lost and Found 
  
With the cooler weather upon us, there are quite a few items in the Lost and 
Found (under the cafeteria steps).  Please remember to label all coats, mittens, 
hats, sweatshirts, lunch boxes, etc!   
 
The Lost and Found is checked regularly so that labeled items may be re-
turned.  Unclaimed items will be donated to a charity at the end of the school 
year.  Thank you!! 
 
 

https://squareup.com/market/clara-byrd-baker-elementary-school-pta-2


BENVENUTI!! 
It’s Time for Clara Byrd Bakers Annual Italian Dinner & Dance!  Save the 

date of Thursday, February 18th, 2016 for a fun family evening. 

Begin your evening by enjoying CBB’s 3rd graders present “Let’s Eat” under 

the direction of our own Music Director, Mr. Kriner.   

Following the concert, a  delicious meal will be catered by Doraldo’s of Wil-

liamsburg.  The meal includes pasta with your choice of marinara or meat 

sauce, salad, garlic knots and drink.  The melodic tones of the CBB Orchestra, 

under the direction of Ms. Hines, will fill the air while you dine. 

Here is the schedule of events for the evening: 

6:00pm – CBB 3rd Graders Musical Presentation 

6:30 – Serving Line Opens 

7:00 – DJ and Dancing in the Gym 

7:30 – Serving Line Closes 

8:00 – DJ and Dancing End 

$5 per person with children under 4 free!! 

** FORM AND PAYMENT MUST BE TURNED IN TO THE SCHOOL BY FEB 12th, 2016  ** 

 Please make checks payable to CBB PTA or access our secure online site at Square.com to pay by credit 

card 

 

QUESTIONS??:  Contact Tricia Poulsen at tricipoulsen@cox.net  

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

Italian Dinner & Dance Reservation Form 

________ Number of Adults/Children over 5 years of age ($5.00 each) 

________ Number of Children Under 4 (FREE!!) 

________ Total Amount Enclosed 

Name of Family:  _________________________ 

 

Name of Student at CBB:  __________________  Name of Student’s Teacher at CBB:  

___________________ 

*** Each family attending will be listed on a roster at check-in the night of event *** 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your Calendars! 
 

CBB Families at School Week 

February 22nd-26th 

Movie Night At CBB 

February 26th!!! 

6:00 PM 
Reservation form coming soon!!!!! 

Families at School Week 



Parents—please be sure to 

check your child’s account on 

Vue for updated information 

from his/her teacher to include:  

class work, homework , daily 

schedule, monthly calendar, 

grades and more. 

 

http://wjccschools.org/vue/ 

 

Physical Education & 

more 

Recycling:   

The TREX plastic bag contest 

begins on November 15, 2015 

and ends on April 15, 

2016.  CBB has won this contest 

7 times.  Our rewards have 

been park benches which have 

been installed on our play-

grounds.  Please recycle your 

clean, dry, empty plastic bags 

(#3&4 plastic bags, newspaper 

sleeves, bread bags, product 

wrap, cereal liners, food storage 

bags, ice bags, dry cleaning 

bags, produce bags, case over-

wrap, and packaging air pil-

lows).  The bags become an 

earth-friendly composite decking 

and railing.  Check trexrecy-

cling.com for more infor-

mation.  Thank you for support-

ing CBB’s recycling program. 

 

 
 

Physical Education 
Please make sure your child is 
wearing sneakers, tennis shoes 
or running shoes to Physical 
Education class.   
 

CBB Spirit Days 
Mark your calendar and show 

your CBB School spirit on 

these spec ial days!  

Friday Feb. 5th—Team Sport 

Jersey Day 

Friday Feb. 26th—Twin Day 

Fri. March 18th—Crazy Hat Day 

Friday June 10th—  CBB Spirit 

Day (Field Day) 

Yearbook  

We need your help in making a 

great yearbook! If you take 

any photos at CBB events, in 

classrooms or on field trips, 

please email them to:  

cbbyearbook@yahoo.com 

Photos taken from digital cam-

eras or IPhone 5 or higher (or 

equivalent) will produce the 

best images in the yearbook. 

 

 

 

Attention:  
5th Grade Families  

 

 

 

Well, it may seem early, but 

the planning is underway for 

the 5th Grade Promotion. 

Please mark your calendar for 

the Promotion program which 

is scheduled for 2pm on Friday 

afternoon, June 17th, in the 

CBB Gym.  

Please keep in mind that our 

space is very limited and we 

are asking that families of 5th 

graders limit their numbers to 

no more than 4.  This way we 

can assure the comfort and 

safety of all our families.  

Soon, you will receive a letter 

asking you to send in a pre-

school/kindergarten photo and 

a current photo of your 5th 

grader. Please respond as 

quickly as you can as this is an 

important part of our Promo-

tion program. Other fun sur-

prises are being planned for 

our 5th graders during the 

spring!  

Any questions or suggestions, 

please contact: Christy Jensen 

(jensenchristyj@gmail.com) or 

Kim Dilday 

(kimandfletch@cox.net). 

Teacher Notes, Yearbook, 5th Grade Promotion 



 

 

CBB Spirit  Day/Night   

  

Monday February 15th 

2 pm-9 pm 
 

It’s President’s Day and School is Out—so go jump and have some fun! 
 

Mention you are with Clara Byrd Baker Elementary and they will donate 10% to CBB. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
http://rebounderznewportnews.com/ 

 

CBB Battle of the Books Competition Team 

They will be competing against other schools in the area for Battle of the Books Champion. The Local compe-

tition will be March 8 th at 4:45 at the Williamsburg Regional Library. If we win the Regionals will be held 

March 19 th at 10:30 at WRL. If you can give these kids a pat on the back or join us at the competition. They 

and their families deserve lots of congratulations. 

I would also like to thank the families of the BOB Group who did not make the Team. All the students and 

families worked hard.     ~ Mrs.  Bell—Media Specialist  



3 Fundraising Options to Support CBB   

MEGA Auto Spa and the PTA have partnered together to raise funds for the stu-

dents and staff of Clara Byrd Baker.  MEGA will donate one dollar for every pur-

chase made by your supporters which goes directly to our school. MEGA Auto 

Spa automatically records and compiles these washes, and the CBB PTA receives 

a quarterly check! The next time you get your car washed, use the Fundraising 

Code 9027 and we’ll watch the funds roll in. It's that simple.  

Please consider CBB the next time you go to Mega Auto Spa: 

Our local fundraising partner for 2014-16. 

Help Our School Earn FREE Equipment! 

Our school is participating in the Farm Fresh 123-4 Community Program. 

Your grocery store receipts will help our school earn much needed free educa-

tional equipment and supplies.   

What do you need to do? 

From September 8, 2015-May 31, 2016, each time you checkout at Farm Fresh, please 

remember to scan our school’s key tag.  This will help our school earn points to-

wards much needed free classroom equipment and supplies!  If you need one of our 

school’s key tags, please contact Libby Miller in the front office 

Do you have an iOS or Android phone? Do you shop?  If you said YES to both of those, consid-

er signing up for Shoparoo. It's an easy, secure way to earn money for our school simply by tak-

ing photos of your store receipts.   

Simply download the app at http://www.shoparoo.com/, create your account and choose 

Clara Byrd Baker Elementary as your school, and immediately start submitting your own re-

ceipts to earn donations for CBB!  You can create an “Anonymous” account if you have any con-

cerns over your personal information being shared. 

We only have 34 supporters on Shoparoo so far, but in just over 5 months we have already earned over 

$50 for CBB. Imagine what we could earn in a year if we had 200 supporters!! 


