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SOL  

Assessments 

 
May 10th – 27th  all 3rd, 4th and 

5th grade students will be taking 

the Virginia Standards of Learning Assessments. The purpose 

of this assessment is to determine the mastery of skills related 

to grade level content in reading, math, science, and social 

studies. It is important that students are focused and prepared 

to do their best on these assessments.  

You can help your child prepare by:  

 Marking these dates on your calendar 

 Being aware that you child’s lunch and center schedule may 

be adjusted during the testing day.  

 Rescheduling any medical appointments or other activities 

for another day. 

 Getting your child to school on time (9:15) - tests will begin 

early and may last throughout the entire day.  

 Making sure your child is well rested and has had plenty of 

sleep. 

 Providing a nutritious breakfast each morning.  

 Starting off each day with a positive “can do” attitude.  

Encouraging your child to do his/her best.  

You will receive a report detailing your child’s performance at a 

later date. If you have any questions, please call the school at 

221-0949. 

Keeping the ‘Faith’   

Faith!  This  time of year, many hear that word and think of it in a spir-

itual or Godly way.  Others may think of i t as believing in something 

or not losing hope.  Personally, I like to think o f it  as both. 

Recently, I have spent a lot of time thinking about ‘Faith’ while walk-

ing the halls of CBB, holding PTA meetings and attending school 

board functions.  As your PTA President, I have lis tened to and read 

topics ranging from open communications, policy and procedure 

clarification and safety/security  surrounding the school, its staff, 

teachers and students as they fill social media, emails and other 

outlets with legitimate questions, but also negative speculation and 

false knowledge of the facts.  What has concerned me more is trying 

to understand, why?  What has happened this year that has caused 

this negativity to  incubate, grow and spread, so much so that the very 

fiber of our “Faith” in the school, its  teachers and its administration 

have been routinely questioned?   

CBB is an amazing school, doing a fabulous job with superior admin-

istration, teachers and staff, all-the-while fulfilling one of many goals; 

providing a foundation of excellent education for our children.  Our 

teachers and administration are tasked to meet countless metrics on 

a budget that provides the absolute minimum, all -the-while caring, 

nurturing, enriching and educating our children.  As parents, we are 

quick to point fingers or cast blame, myself included, when we think 

something doesn’t smell right or is implemented without ‘proper’ feed-

back or solicitation.  But, we are also the same parents that are slow 

to reach out to the administration, teachers or our school board rep-

resentatives to voice concern, bring alternatives and solutions to the 

table or work hand in hand to create an atmosphere of togetherness 

and inclusion.  In my opinion, we have become reactive vice proac-

tive, and in the end, it  has caused us to question our ‘Faith’. 

A good friend told me recently, “Do not dwell on the past, but learn 

from it so we do not repeat it. Today is the only thing we can control.”   

During this Holy time of year, I ask all of us to take a moment to re-

flect on our individual actions and ask ourselves, “How do we get our 

‘Faith’ back?”  I’m certain it is still in the halls of our school.  You only 

have to look in the eyes of our children to see it. 

Bear Pause 

 PTA President, Mike Loy  Principal, Phyllis Dorsey 



IS MY CHILD WELL ENOUGH TO GO TO SCHOOL? 
 

Many parents are concerned about when to keep children who have been ill home. 

The following is intended to help parents with this decision: 

 

Your child should stay home if he/she: 

 

•   has a fever of 100 or more (should remain at home for 24 hours after fever is gone) 

has vomited or has diarrhea (should remain at home for 24 hours after vomiting and/or  

diarrhea has stopped) 

•  has a persistent cough 

•  has any rash 

•  has open or draining skin sores 

•  has inflamed or draining eyes or ears 

 

If your child is well enough to attend school, but must have medication during the 

day, all school clinics are staffed with registered Public School Nurses.  If  you are not familiar 

with the Williamsburg-James City County School medication policy, please contact the nurse at 

your child’s school. 

 

Please do not ask that your child be excused f rom physical education after an illness 

unless the request is accompanied by a physician’s note. 

 

If a modification in activity is needed for a short time, contact the physical education teacher or 

classroom teacher. 

 

Spring Allergies/Asthma  

 

With spring in our midst, please be mindful of any allergies or asthma your child may have. If  

your child has a history of asthma, please provide the prescribed medication to the clinic with 

the proper documentation. As we reach spring, seasonal allergies can increase the risk of asth-

ma related issues, so having medication available for your child will help to keep them in school 

and breathing at their maximum levels.  

 
5th Grade Parents:  
 

Please submit a copy of your child’s Tdap immunization required for entry into 6th grade. I 

need a copy of their shot record to document this before their health records are sent over to 

the middle schools. You can have your child’s medical provider fax this to my office at 757-565-

9379 

Margaret Bitler, RN 

CBB School Nurse 

Clinic (757) 221-0949 option 1 



Head Lice 101 

What You Should Know About 





 

How Do I Check for Lice? 

 

You want to part the hair to get a good look at the scalp where lice live and 

feed. Start by looking at the “hot spots” which are behind the ears, at the 

back of neck and along the part lines. It can help to use a bright light, as 

they are difficult to see and fast moving. 

Nits are smaller and can be mistaken for dandruff or flaky skin. They are 

found on the hair shaft close to the scalp and attached with a glue-like sub-

stance. The most effective method for lice checks is combing through hair with a metal nit picking comb. 

Fairy Tales recommends using our natural Lice Good-Bye® Natural Treatment and Terminator Nit -Free Comb. 

The natural enzymatic formula slo ws down live bugs and dissolves the sticky nit “glue” making head checks easy 

and more efficient. The metal comb catches and removes lice and nits. 

 

Tips for Preventing Head Lice 

 

Do a weekly head check. A quick check of the “hot spots” (behind the ears, back of the neck and at part lines) on 

a weekly basis can help prevent an outbreak. 

Teach children NOT to share hats, combs, brushes, hair ties, pillo ws, sleeping bags, etc. Going to a princess 

party? Wipe down the tiara first. At sporting events, never share helmets or caps. 

Keep long hair up in a ponytail or in a braid. Secure styles with styling aids. The extra coating will make it harder 

for lice to attach to the hair. 

At school, daycare or camp make sure to store jackets, nap mats, backpacks and hats in separate cubbies or in 

a sealed bag. 

Use lice prevention hair care products every day! Organic herbs such as rosema ry, tea tree and citronella 

found in Rosemary Repel Hair Care ® are proven safe, gentle and effective to help prevent head lice. 

 

The above was taken from:  http://www.fairytaleshaircare.co m/lice -info 

 



Are You Receiving School Notifications? 

 

 

 

 

If you are not receiving notifications from the Superintendent or from our  

School Principal, Phyllis Dorsey, then please contact Sherry Phillips 

(Sherry.Phillips@wjccschools.org) in the school office and let her know. She can 

help make sure your contact information is accurately loaded in ParentVue. 

SOL Schedule: 3rd, 4th, and 5th Grades 

  

  

 

May 9 May 10 May 11 May 12 May 13 

  Gr. 4 Reading, 

Part 1 

  

Gr. 4 Reading, 

Part 2 

  

Gr. 5 Reading, 

Part 1 

  

Gr. 5 Reading, 

Part 2 

  

May 16 May 17 May 18 May 19 May 20 

Gr. 4 

Virginia Studies 

Gr. 3 Reading, 

Part 1 

  

Gr. 3 Reading, 

Part 2 

Gr. 5 Math, 

Part 1 

& 

Gr. 6 Math 

Gr. 5 Math, 

Part 2 

May 23 May 24 May 25 May  26 May 27 

Gr. 3 Math, 

Part 1 

Gr. 3 Math, 

Part 2 

Gr. 4 Math, 

Part 1 

Gr. 4 Math, 

Part 2 

Gr. 5 Science 

May 30 May 31 June 1 June 2 June 3 

MEMORIAL DAY 

HOLIDAY 

Makeups 

Retakes 

Makeups 

Retakes 

Makeups 

Retakes 

Makeups 

Retakes 



Counseling Corner   

There is more to taking a standardized test than knowing the material. Students who use 

good test taking strategies are more successful. So beginning in third grade classroom guid-

ance focuses on how to be a smart test taker.  Your third grader is learning the following 

strategies: 

Extra Extra Read All About It!   We read all of the SOL test. We take time to notice the title, 

picture, and any words in bold print. We don’t skip a word. When we answer a question 

about a story or article we always go back into the passage to find or prove our answers. 

Be Smart with Charts and Zap the Maps! We know that charts and maps give us information 

we need to answer the questions. We study them carefully and use the key to unlock the 

chart or map. 

Jail the Detail! We use our highlighter to highlight, underline or circle important details in 

the questions or passages. This helps us focus on what the passage is about or what the ques-

tion is asking us. 

Be Slick and Predict!  After we read the question carefully, we think about what the answer 

should be. We solve the math problem or look back in the passage to find the answer. We do 

all this before we read the choices. This helps us not get tricked by choices that are de-

signed to distract us. 

Slash the Trash! First we read all the answer choices. Second, we slash the ones we know 

are wrong. Third, we carefully think over the choices remaining. Fourth, we choose the best 

answer. This increases our chances of selecting the correct answer. 

Plug It In, Plug It In! Once we have chosen an answer we plug it in to make sure it makes 

sense. In math this means checking our work. This is extremely important on the math SOL 

because once we mark an answer and go on to the next problem we cannot go back.  It also 

works great on a fill in the blank items. 

Keep on Keeping On! Slow and steady wins the SOL race. When we don’t know an answer: 

we use all of our strategies, make an educated guess, and keep on keeping on. We don’t stop 

until we cross the finish line. 

If You Snooze You Will Lose! We don’t get lazy and get careless with our strategies. We nev-

er leave a question unanswered. If we are not sure we make an educated guess. 

Check It Out! When we finish our reading SOL we take a breather and then we go back and 

browse through the test to make sure we are comfortable with our answers. We check it out.  

The classroom teachers and the computer resource teacher, Mrs. Sells reinforce these strate-

gies in each testing grade level.  Please review these strategies with your third, fourth or 

fifth grader. We are preparing your child to soar!  



 
 April 1st—no school  
   
 April 4th-8th—Spring Break—no school 
   
 April 8th—Yearbook Orders Due (online or by mail—see  
 form on last page of newsletter)  
 
 April 22nd—Written Spelling Bee 
 
 April 23rd—CBB Running Club doing the Run the Dog 
 5K 
 
 April 28th—CBB Celebrates Music & Arts Night 6-8 pm 
 
 April 28th—PTA General Membership Meeting 
 
   
 May—Various Dates, SOL Testing (see details on page 6) 
 
 May 5th—Kindergarten & 1st Grade Musical  
 
 May 30th—No School, Memorial Day Holiday 
 
 
 June 7th—Oral Spelling Bee 
 
 June 10th—Field Day 
 
 June 17th—Last Day of School  
 

 

Looking for a way to be more involved with your child’s school? Come join our PTA. 

 

CBB PTA is currently filling Board and Committee Chair positions for next year.  

Some of the positions open for 2016-2017 include: 

o Corresponding  Secretary – prepares monthly Bear Pause Newsletter distributed 

electronically 

o Spirit Wear – coordinates t-shirts, magnets and other items that show off our Baker 

Bear pride 

o Papa Bears – a new program to have more fathers present in school 

o 5th Grade Promotion – helps plan a ceremony at end of school year for 5th graders 

o Sprit Nights – helps  plan monthly events at local businesses as a form of fundrais-

ing (Moe’s, Wendy’s, etc.) 

Contact Kelly Spann at kelly.spann@ymail.com or 804-349-3941 for more information 



___________________________________________________________________________ 

Clara Byrd Baker 

 4th Annual Spelling Bee 

April 22:  Written bees 

June 7:  Oral bees  

 

 

 

So many words…and so little 

time!   
 

On April 22nd, all 1st  – 5th grade teachers will administer a spelling test of 30 words to their stu-

dents.  Students in each grade level will receive the same words.  Twenty of the words will 

come from a list specific to the students’ grade level.  All students have already received their 

grade level Spelling Bee word lists.  The remaining 10 words on the written test will be 

“challenge” words that are not on the grade level list, and the students will not know in ad-

vance.   

Students receiving the top score in each classroom on the written text will receive a certificate.  

There will be 3 Oral Bees on June 7th: 

1st Grade—students receiving one of the top three scores on the written test in each class-

room will be eligible to participate 

2nd and 3rd Grades—students in each classroom receiving the top score on the written test 

will be eligible to participate in a combined oral bee 

4th and 5th Grades—students in each classroom receiving the top score on the written test 

will be eligible to participate in a combined oral bee 

All the best to our wonderful students as they study for our fast-approaching 

written Spelling Bee test!!! 

Kelly Metcalf-Meese and Amy Elliott 

Co-Chairs, Clara Byrd Baker Spelling Bee 



 

 

We Have Surpassed Our Original Goal!!  Let’s Keep 

Clipping!  Great Job CBB Bears!!! 

 

 

 

BOX TOPS clipping brings in serious money for our school, class-

rooms, and our kids!  This year alone, we have already received over $1500 that benefits our 

children.  In the past, the PTA has used BOX TOPS money to help purchase math and reading 

enrichment materials, playground equipment, books, white boards, and cultural arts events for 

our school.  We collect BOX TOPS throughout the school year. 

 

PLEASE HELP US BRING MORE MONEY INTO CLARA BYRD BY REGULARLY CLIPPING 

 THOSE BOX TOPS COUPONS!!!!!! 

 

Thanks in advance to all parents, students, and teachers for all that you do to make our BOX 

TOPS program a success time and time again!   

 

Kristen Hooker-Watkins, Corporate Fundraising, Box Tops 

 If you have any questions, email CBBboxtops@gmail.com. 

 

Show Your CBB School Spirit! 

CBB Magnets are available for purchase for $5 each.   

They are available in pink or blue. 

They can be purchased on the CBB PTA On-Line Store and/or f lyers went home last month.    

Contact Jeremy & Dawn Weikel—Sprit Wear Co-Chairs with any questions. 

 



Thursday, April 28th 

6 to 8 PM 

 

Celebrate  

Art & Music 

Night 

 

 - 2nd Grade performs 

Movie Music 

 - CBB Chorus performs 

A Little Water Music 

 - CBB Band Performance 

 - K-5 Art Gallery 

Thursday, May 5th  

6 PM 

 

Kindergarten 

& 

1st Grade  

Musical 
 

 



 

Annual Variety Show 

The Annual Variety Show was held at CBB on Friday March 4th.   

A big thanks to Mr. Kriner and Mrs. Robertson for their help in making another 

successful show! 

Please give a round of applause for all the participants in this year’s show: 

 

Wyllo Hanson 

Ava Dilday 

Danielle Poulsen 

Cate Samuels 

Alexander Boller 

Wes McLean 

Elaina Wildenberger 

Nicole Daniel 

Ryan Sousa 

 

 

 

Kiera Butler 

Anna Orginou 

Kalani Madeira 

Evan Boller 

Julienne Jude 

Caleb McLean 

Isaac Guinn 

Skylar Jensen 

Sadie Brultz 



 Clara Byrd Baker PTA 
 accepts credit/debit card payments using 

Square Readers and Square Market 
Square is an electronic payment service, provided by Square Inc.    A  Square Reader is a portable credit/
debit card transaction reader, which allows us to process PTA related purchases such as PTA Member-
ships & Spirit Wear. This small pocket-size device allows our organization to accept all major credit card 
payments with our smartphones during events such as Back to School Night, by swiping the card on the 
Square device with the ability of the customer to sign for the transaction with their signature.  Credit 
card information is encrypted at the moment of swipe and is secure.  
 
Square Market is an online store where you can purchase PTA related items or donate to events. Again, 
credit card information is encrypted and secure. If you use the on-line store please remember to enter 
your child’s name, teacher and grade in the note section in order for us to process the purchase and 
deliver purchased items as necessary.  

 
The website for the CBB PTA On-Line Store is:  

 
https://squareup.com/market/clara-byrd-baker-elementary-school-pta-2 

 

 

 Lost and Found 
  
   
 
The Lost and Found is overflowing with coats, sweatshirts, mittens, lunch boxes, 
and more!  Please remind children to check the Lost and Found for missing 
items.  Labeled items will be returned and everything remaining will be donated at 
the end of the school year.  Thank you! 
 

  

https://squareup.com/market/clara-byrd-baker-elementary-school-pta-2


Attention 5
th
 Grade Families: Keep Searching Through Photos!  

 

We hope you will set aside some time to send us your 2 photos for the ceremony slideshow 

for the 5th Grade Promotion. Label each photo clearly and send to our attention at: 

<5thgradephotos@yahoo.com> 

All photos need to be submitted BY April 22nd and we ask that you NOW! Go ahead and get 

this done before spring break so every 5th grader is included in the slideshow! 

Congrats to Mrs. Woodroffe’s class for winning the 5th Grade Class Theme Contest. The win-

ning theme is: “I’ve learned that life is like a book. Sometimes you must close a chapter and 

begin the next one.” Some surprises around this theme are being planned this spring.  

Please mark your calendar for the Promotion program which is scheduled for 2pm on Friday 

afternoon, June 17th, in the CBB Gym. Please keep in mind that our space is very limited and 

we are asking that families of 5th graders limit their numbers to no more than 4.  This way 

we can assure the comfort and safety of all our families. 

Any questions or suggestions, please contact Christy Jensen (jensenchristyj@gmail.com) or  

Kim Dilday (kimandfletch@cox.net). 

 

 

Parents of 4th Graders: We Need Your Help  

The 5th Grade Promotion Co-Chairs are requesting the help of about 10 volunteers to assist 

with the reception in the CBB cafeteria following the 5th Grade Promotion Ceremony on the 

afternoon of June 17th. What better way to prepare for your soon-to-be-5th grader’s final year 

than helping out this year! Volunteers are asked to help in any way they can including: pick 

up food trays, set up before the reception, serve during reception, and/or clean up after the 

reception. This way the 5th grade families can spend time together at the Ceremony and re-

ception. Please contact Christy Jensen (jensenchristyj@gmail.com) or Kim Dilday 

(kimandfletch@cox.net) to volunteer. 



Battle of the Books—Mrs. Bell  

CBB’s Battle of the Books Competition Team:  Chris Howe, Lily Davis, Maggie Elliott, Romyn Law, Madison 

Wester, and Abby Spann. Not pictured was their coach Ava Dilday.  

The books for 4th and 5th grade next year are:      
The BFG by Roald Dahl 
The Original Adventures of Hank the Cowdog by John R. Erickson  
Charlie Bumpers vs. The Teacher of the Year by Bill Harley  
Roller Girl by Victoria Jamieson 
Unusual Chickens for the Exceptional Poultry Farmer by Kelly Jones 
Masterminds by Gordon Korman  
A Dog Called Homeless by Sarah Lean  
The Misadventures of the Family Fletcher by Dana Alison Levy  
The Doublecross: (And Other Skills I learned as a Superspy) by Jackson Pearce 
Clementine by Sara Pennypacker 
Hamster Princess: Harriet the Invincible by Ursula Vernon 
One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia 

I would like to thank the parents and students who participated in Battle of the Books this year. I am so 

proud that the students came to practices and had a good attitude through the whole adventure. They 

played their hardest and were good sports. I was excited to work with them and their families through 

this long process and hope they enjoyed it. We did not win, but the point of Battle of the Books to me is 

introducing students to great books and giving them a way to enjoy the act of reading. Thanks again for 

all the support from the school. Several 3rd graders were watching in the audience throughout the battle 

and seem ready to go for next year. 

The books for rising 6th graders for next year 

are: 

A Handful of Stars by Cynthia Lord 
The Crossroads by Chris Grabenstein 
El Deafo by CeCe Bell 
Fever 1783- Laurie Halse Anderson 
I Am Princess X- Cherie Priest 

Memory Boy by Will Weaver 
The Menagerie by Tui T. Sutherland 
Return to Aggie Hobble by Lane Smith 
Roller Girl by Victoria Jamiesom 
Swindle by Gordon Korman 
The Teacher's Funeral by Richard Peck 

Walk Two Moon by Sharon Creech 



Teacher Notes & More 

Parents—please be sure to 

check your child’s account on 

Vue for updated information 

from his/her teacher to include:  

class work, homework , daily 

schedule, monthly calendar, 

grades and more. 

 

http://wjccschools.org/vue/ 

 

 

Yearbook  

We need your help in making 

a great yearbook! If you take 

any photos at CBB events, in 

classrooms or on field trips, 

please email them to:  

cbbyearbook@yahoo.com 

Photos taken from digital cam-

eras or IPhone 5 or higher (or 

equivalent) will produce the 

best images in the yearbook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical Education & 

more 

Please make sure all students 

are wearing socks and sneakers 

on gym days. 

Recycling 

 

 

The TREX plastic bag contest 

begins on November 15, 2015 

and ends on April 15, 

2016.  CBB has won this con-

test 7 times.  Our rewards have 

been park benches which have 

been installed on our play-

grounds.  Please recycle your 

clean, dry, empty plastic bags 

(#3&4 plastic bags, newspaper 

sleeves, bread bags, product 

wrap, cereal liners, food storage 

bags, ice bags, dry cleaning 

bags, produce bags, case over-

wrap, and packaging air pil-

lows).  The bags become an 

earth-friendly composite deck-

ing and railing.  Check             

trexrecycling.com for more infor-

mation.  Thank you for support-

ing CBB’s recycling program. 

 

 

CBB Spirit Days 

Mark your calendar and show 

your CBB School spirit on 

these spec ial days!  

Friday June 10th—  CBB Spirit 

Day (Field Day) 

 



3 Fundraising Options to Support CBB   

MEGA Auto Spa and the PTA have partnered together to raise funds for the stu-

dents and staff of Clara Byrd Baker.  MEGA will donate one dollar for every pur-

chase made by your supporters which goes directly to our school. MEGA Auto 

Spa automatically records and compiles these washes, and the CBB PTA receives 

a quarterly check! The next time you get your car washed, use the Fundraising 

Code 9027 and we’ll watch the funds roll in. It's that simple.  

Please consider CBB the next time you go to Mega Auto Spa: 

Our local fundraising partner for 2015-16. 

Help Our School Earn FREE Equipment! 

Our school is participating in the Farm Fresh 123-4 Community Program. 

Your grocery store receipts will help our school earn much needed free educa-

tional equipment and supplies. 

What do you need to do? 

 From September 8, 2015-May 31, 2016, each time you checkout at Farm Fresh, 

please remember to scan our school’s key tag.  This will help our school earn points 

towards much needed free classroom equipment and supplies!  If you need one of 

our school’s key tags, please contact Libby Miller in the front office 

Shoparoo 

Do you have an iOS or Android phone? Do you shop?  If you said YES to both of those, consider signing 

up for Shoparoo. It's an easy way to earn money for our school simply by taking photos of your store 

receipts.   

Simply download the app here: http://app.shoparoo.com/install/aup52s69, create your account 

and choose Clara Byrd Baker Elementary as  your school, and immediately start submitting your own 

receipts to earn donations for CBB!   

We only have 34 supporters on Shoparoo so far, but in just over 6 months we have earned almost $75 

for CBB. Imagine what we could earn in a year if we had 200 supporters!!   

http://app.shoparoo.com/install/aup52s69



