
Recently, I had to update 
my banking information 
and when doing so, the 
computer asked me for 
security questions in case 
I forgot my pass-
word.  With one son in 
college and another play-
ing travel sports I don’t 
have anything to steal, 
except for a ton of debt, 
so I think it’s safe to share 
with you my response to 
my computer’s question. 
The question asked, 
“Who was your favorite 
teacher from high 
school?” As I remem-
bered all of the teachers 
who made a difference in 
my life, I couldn’t help but 
think of one who stood 
out above the rest: Mrs. 
Topping. Mrs. Topping 
was my high school 
11th Grade English teach-
er and I sat in her class 20 
years ago. How cool 

would it be if she only 
knew that the class 
clown that she spent 
time getting to know 
and helping would end 
up using her name for 
his favorite teacher as a 
banking security question? 
I brought this up to a fel-
low staff member and she 
said, “You should tell her.” 
That’s exactly what I am 
going to do. I will tell her 
thank you for being pa-
tient with me during all 
the times that I called out 
answers. I will tell her that 
I will always remember 
how she took the time to 
explain the right answers 
when I seemed to get 
them all wrong. I will tell 
her that I admire her for 
taking the time to show 
me that she cared about 
me even when I gave her 
the worst attitude. I’ll nev-
er forget Mrs. Topping 

because she took the 
time to see me as not just 
another student, but as a 
person who is valuable. I 
encourage each of you to 
reflect on a teacher that 
made a difference in your 
life. Try reaching out to 
them and let them know. 
I am 100% certain that 
your child at Clara Byrd 
Baker will remember their 
teachers for the rest of 
their lives. They are the 
hardest working and most 
caring people I have ever 
met. Maybe encourage 
your child to take the 
time to thank them now. 
Why wait 20 years? It 
may end up being the 
greatest gift your teacher 

Note from Mr. Hurley 

Message From PTA President 

This is a remarkable time to 
be a parent. The seemingly 
relentless advancements in 
technology, the ceaseless 
drumbeat of daily family 
schedules and the ever-
tightening competition in 
education all contribute to a 
dizzying reality of 
parenthood. It can be 
enough sometimes to make 

one want to simply unplug and 
take a nap! Fortunately, we 
have an anchor with CBB Ele-
mentary and the Baker Bears 
family!  I have had one child or 
another on the CBB roster for 
over a decade. During that 
time I have come to know 
many teachers, parents and 
administrators that all seek the 
same for each of our kids: the 
best education and experience 

possible. 

As the current President of the 
CBB PTA, I would like to invite 
you to join us. Being a parent is 
tough. Being a good parent can 
be extra challenging. Baker Bear 
families come together to pro-
vide support, friendship and 
shared direction for a strong 
educational foundation. The PTA 
helps make that happen.  
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Bear Pause 

Important Dates 

 11/5: End of First 1st 
Marking Period 

 11/6: Election Day: 
Student Holiday 

 11/7: 2nd Marking 
Period Begins -
Attendance Honor Roll 
Recognition.  

 11/7: Spirit Night @ 
Panera 4pm-8pm 

 11/8: SCA Election 

 11/9: Walk-A-Thon 

 11/12: PTA Meeting 
6pm-7pm 

 11/14-11/16: Parent-
Teacher conferences 

 11/14-11/16: Early 
Release (Dismissal at 
1:31pm) 

 11/19: Report Cards 

 11/21-11/23:     
Thanksgiving Break 

 11/28: Make up    
Picture day  



Friday November 9th will be 
our walk-a-thon.  This is our 
school’s biggest fundraiser.   

How the PTA uses funds 
raised: 

 Mini Grants submitted 
by CBB teachers for 
programs and educa-
tional tools used to 
enrich our       children’s 
education. 

 Cultural Arts experienc-
es such as in school          
performances 

 CBB Family Fun Fest 
(School Carnival) 

 5th Grade Promotion   
and many more events  

Forms were sent home with 
the children.   Any person or 

business can sponsor a child.  
Donations can be made with 
cash, check (payable to Clara 
Byrd Baker PTA) or pay online 
https://squareup.com/

market/clara-byrd-baker-

elementary-school-pta-2  

Every dollar  gives your child 
an entry into weekly givea-
ways and in the Grad Prize 
giveaways at the end of the 
Walk-A-Thon.   

      We are still in need of vol-
unteers to make this event a 
huge success.  If interested, 
please contact Olivia Bada at 
(757)920-6078 or Heidi Pfister 
at (804)543-4594.  Or you can 
email them at  

cbbpta@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

 

Day of the Event: Students in each 
grade with walk/run at times below.  
You are welcome to cheer them on or 
walk with them.  We will have a bal-
loon arch, music, and lot of smiling 
children. 

 

Kindergarten    10:00am—10:30am 

Preschool          10:35am—11:05am 

4th Grade         11:30am—12:00pm 

5th Grade          12:35pm—1:05pm 

1st Grade 1:45pm—2:15pm 

3rd Grade 2:20pm—2:50pm 

2nd Grade 3:00pm—3:30pm 

The SRTS Champion would also help schedule 
monthly events such as the Walk and Roll 
Incentive Program.  If interested in the    
position please contact Darlene Dockery at  

darlene.dockery@wjccschools.org  

Clara Byrd Baker is looking 
for a Safe Routes to School 
Champion.   

The Purpose of the Safe 
Routes to School (SRTS) 
program is to: 

 Encourage children to 
walk and bicycle to 
school by making it 
safer 

 Promote a healthy 
environment and   
active lifestyle. 
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Mr. Kriner—Music Teacher 

11th Annual Walk-A-Thon 

CBB looking for Safe Routes to School Champion 

Recently, he asked the PTA for 

assistance in purchasing a 

percussion set to add to the 

band.  Mr. Kriner believes in 

giving children the opportunity 

to explore their talents, espe-

cially through musical instru-

ments.  Thanks to our fund-

raisers, the PTA was able to 

help purchase a complete 

percussion set (a snare drum, 

a bell set, and all the nec-

essary stands, mallets, 

sticks).  Present and fu-

ture Baker Bear Band 

members will have the 

opportunity to play anoth-

er instrument and build on 

their love of music.  Thank 

you Mr. Kriner for always 

thinking of our students! 

Mr. Kriner has been teaching 
elementary music for 18 years, 
12 of those years have been at 
CBB.  He is the K-5 general  

music teacher, the 5th grade 

band teacher, and the 4th & 

5th grade choir director.  Many 

hats!!!  Mr. Kriner was also 

elected the Teacher of the Year 

for 2017/2018 school year! 

We Believe, Bears 

Achieve! 

B EAR  PAUSE  

https://squareup.com/market/clara-byrd-baker-elementary-school-pta-2
https://squareup.com/market/clara-byrd-baker-elementary-school-pta-2
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B EAR  PAUSE  

The 2018-19 School Year 
has started off GREAT! Here 
are some highlights from 
the past 2 months: 

 Our Welcome Dinner 
for New Families was a 
success! Thank you to 
all the volunteers that 
made the night special 
and Welcome to ALL 
new CBB Families. 

 Our Fall Book Fair 
helped to start the year 
off right.  Our students 
picked out some great 
books… Remember, 
children should be 
reading every night! 

 

 Mooyah’s Spirit Night 
helped to raise money 
and it was a great way 
to meet other CBB 
families. 

 The Bear House link on 
the school website has 
been an excellent re-
source in helping stu-
dents learn while hav-
ing fun on a computer 

 Congratulations to 
Mrs. Chrismon and our 
CBB artists for winning 
Best Overall Elemen-
tary School!  

 CBB Challenge Clubs 
are in full swing. Our 
clubs include Running, 
Kickball, Garden and 
Cooking.  

Upcoming Spirit Nights: 

 Wednesday 11/7/18 at 
Panera from 4pm—8pm. 

 

 Wednesday 12/5/8 at 
Blaze Pizza from 
4:30pm—9:00pm 

 

Throughout the year we will 
have Spirit Nights at local 
restaurants.  A portion of the 
proceeds will be donated to 
our school.  More information 
regarding the locations will be 
on our website and social 
media accounts. 

So take the family out for 
dinner and mention— Clara 
Byrd Baker PTA. 
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There’s Still Time to be Involved - Join the PTA! 

Recap of Some Amazing Events 

Spirit Nights 

 

 

 

CBB PTA encourages all families to join and  

be involved.  For information on joining, please click the 
link: 

2018 – 2019 PTA Membership Form 

Clara Byrd Baker was named 
a 2017-2019 PTA School of 
Excellence.  But we need 
the ongoing support of our 
Baker Bear Families in order 
to continue to enrich the 
educational experience and 
overall well-being for our 
students.   

 

https://wjccschools.org/cbb/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2018/08/PTA_MembershipForm_03AUG18.pdf


Please sign up for the Remind Text Message system to 
receive text messages about CBB Events, Information, 

and Initiatives. 

Please click this link to sign up today! 

https://www.remind.com/join/claraby 

3131 Ironbound Road 
Williamsburg, VA 23185 

Clara Byrd Baker Elementary 

 We DO accept the 
following: 

 All Clothing (New 
and Used Women’s, 
Men’s and Children’s, 
Clothing, Coats, etc.) 

 All Footwear (Shoes, 
Sneakers, Boots, Cleats, 
etc.) 

 Textiles (Bedding, 
Sheets, Blankets, Towels) 

 Accessories 
(Handbags, Backpacks, 
Gloves, Scarves, Jewelry, 
Wallets) 

 Toys (Including 
Stuffed Animals!) 
 

 

Clean out your closet & 
help our School PTA 
raise money! CBB PTA is 
paid for every pound we 
collect! 
All materials will be Re-
worn, Repurposed or 
finally Recycled. Look for 
the large white collec-
tion bin in the school 
parking lot. The goal is 
to FILL our collection bin 
WEEKLY with as many 
PLASTIC BAGS of clothing, 
shoes and other textiles 
as possible! 
We want items in ALL 
conditions: Unwanted, 
Outgrown and Out of 
Style 

We DO NOT Accept:  

Furniture, Food, Foam 
Cushions or Plastic items 

Clothing to Cash Recycle Program 

Phone: 757-221-0949 
Fax: 757-345-0318 
Website: https://wjccschools.org/cbb 
Facebook: @clarabyrdbakerelementarypta  
Twitter: @CBBESWJCC  

Baker Bears GRRROWL!!! 
↓ 
We are Respectful 
We are Responsible 
We are Ready 
 
Baker Bears GRRROWL at all times in the 
classroom, in the hallways, in the restroom, 
in the cafeteria, on the playground, and on 
the school bus. 

Raise money for CBB while shopping!  Amazon donates 0.5% of 
the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to our school. 
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, 
same prices, same service. Click here to shop and help our 
school: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/54-1530093 

https://www.remind.com/join/claraby
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/54-1530093

