
Friday, October 10, 2014                

Dear Parents and Guardians,       

This week marks the end of the first quarter interim period which means that we have already 
completed 1/8 of the school year.  Interim reports are scheduled to be sent home on Thursday, October 
16.  Grades on the interim will reflect your child’s achievement as of today and may differ by the time 
the paper work is processed.  As always, check ParentVUE for your child’s most current grades. 

 
ParentVUE/StudentVUE 

Please note that parents and students will be unable to view grades online through ParentVUE or 
StudentVUE 3 to 4 days before the end of each interim period and 3 to 4 days before the end of each 
quarter.  During these times, students have been encouraged to check with teachers if they have any 
questions regarding their grades, or missing assignments. 
 

Parent Conference Night 
This year, Hornsby Middle School will pilot a Parent Conference Night on October 23rd. Conferences will 
be 15-minute appointments held between 4 and 7 p.m. 
 
Feedback from teachers and families about the effectiveness of Back to School Night at the middle and 
high school levels spurred WJCC staff to take a look at the event and explore possible alternatives. We 
hope this night will give our families and teachers opportunities for individualized conversations about 
specific student instructional needs. 
 
To ensure families receive the same information they would have at a traditional Back to School Night, 
our teachers have posted information and documents on ParentVUE and StudentVUE. Those posts and 
your child’s interim report should provide you with a basis to determine if you would like to schedule a 
teacher conference. 
 
Parents will be able to schedule conferences with individual teachers beginning on October 13th, and, if 
a parent is unable to schedule a conference with a specific teacher, that teacher will reach out to the 
parent to address any concerns and answer any questions. Teachers also may request conference 
appointments with the families of specific students. 
 
It is very important that we connect our teachers to our families, and I can assure you holding these 
conference nights will not take the place of the vital communication that will help ensure our students 
succeed in school. We hope this Parent Conference Night will enhance the partnership between our 
school and our families, and I encourage you to reach out to me to provide feedback on the conference 
night. 

 
Important Dates 

 Monday, October 13                      Parents may call school to set up a conference on October 23 

 Thursday, October 16                     Interim reports sent home 

 Wednesday, October 22                               Middle school early release (12:25) 

 Thursday, October 23                     Middle school parent conferences   

 Friday, October 24                           Middle school early release (12:25) 

 Monday, November 3                   End of first marking period 

 Tuesday, November 4                   No school – teacher workday 



 Wednesday, November 5            Second marking period begins 
Classroom News 

Civics 
Mrs. Ogburn, Ms. Zimpelman, and Mr. Winthrop  

In 8th grade Civics & Economics we have just begun a new unit on the foundational documents of the 
United States, leading up to our mini-unit on the US Constitution.  The test on our first unit went very 
well with good returns, and showed us that the students were ready and eager to  move on.  We are 
launching into a lot of primary source document analysis, with a good piece of history review tied in.  
The first document explored will be the Charters of the Virginia Company of London, which founded 
Jamestown and provided the groundwork for Americans’ fundamental rights around a hundred fifty 
years down the road.  The students seem engaged and ready to embrace our new topics. 
 
VISIONS Civics:  We have begun a new unit with some enhanced document analysis, and the students 
have started to  tie together how early American principles came into use (though they were English 
principles at the time).  Visions has been hard at work on a variety of assignments for Mr. Winthrop, Ms. 
Zimpelman, and Mrs. Ogburn, and returns have been good so far.  Keep up the good work Hawks! 

 
English 

Mrs. Lane, Mrs. McDonald, and Mrs. Smeland  
Eighth grade Regular English and Honors English are continuing the study of structure – sentences, 
paragraphs, essays and story.  They have all been assigned grammar books, and homework will be 
assigned regularly to give them the opportunity to practice the skills learned in class.  Please note, 
homework is 10% of the student’s English grade.  As we approach the end of the interim period, your 
student’s  Independent Reading Requirements is due.  Students in Regular English should have read at 
least one novel of more than 100 pages and four articles or short stories.  We have been reading class 
novels and stories that can be used on the log.  Students in Honors English are required to read three  
novels by the end of the nine week period.  Continue to check your student’s grade on ParentVue as 
they are updated frequently. 

 
Visions English 
Mrs. Smeland 

Visions English students are connecting  Fahrenheit  451 and The Giver with earlier concepts of a perfect 
world.  They will spend the next week annotating their novels for these connections and a paper will be 
assigned after generalizations within and among these texts are made.  WheW!  A personal vocabulary 
list with contextual clues and four reading response sessions will be required.  Grammar and vocabulary 
are ongoing. 
 

Math 
Mr. Contakes 

Algebra I 
Algebra I students are currently working on a unit on solving multi-step equations.  To enhance this unit, 
students have been using an excellent iPod/iPad/Mac/Windows 8 app entitled Algebra Touch which I 
highly recommend for anyone learning Algebra I .  More information about this app is available on my 
TeacherVUE page. 
 
The most difficult part of our current unit is problem solving (AKA word problems).  It is not uncommon 
for students to struggle with word problems in Algebra I, which is why we will spend extra time on this 
skill.  Keep encouraging your child to do as much of the homework as he/she can and to get help the 



next day in class.  It is important that they attempt the problems and write down as much as they can.  
They may struggle a bit now, but it will come to them.   
 
I am always available for tutoring Tuesdays after school until 5:00.  The Unit 1 Retest may still be taken 
any Tuesday or Wednesday until the end of the marking period. 
 

Mr. Oweis 
Algebra I & Geometry 

Geometry – Students are completing a unit on Reasoning & Proofs.  There will be a test on Tuesday 
(10/14).  The next unit will cover the topics of parallel and perpendicular lines. 
 
Algebra 1 – Students are finishing a unit on solving equations.  This unit should be completed late next 
week or early the following week.  After that we learn about inequalities. 

 
Ms. Crumpler  

Foundations of Algebra Part III 
FOA Part3 just tested on Unit 2: Simplifying Expressions.  The next unit will cover ratios, proportions, and 
percents.  Specifically included in this unit is mark-up, discount, tax, tip, simple interest, checkbook and 
check registry, and percent of change.  There is one more unit to cover before the end of the quarter, 
November 3rd.  I am free on Tuesdays after school until 5pm for tutoring and/or re-tests. 
 

Physical Science 
Mrs. Stephens, Mr. Neeley, and Mr. Wallisch  

We have now finished our unit on Metrics, Measurement and Density.  We did three days of lab 
rotations to acquaint everyone with the lab equipment used to measure length, mass, and volume.  The 
kids were moving from station to station and really enjoyed the measurement process and using the 
equipment.  We utilized those skills to calculate the density of various objects during another lab 
rotation.   
                We are now beginning our unit on Atomic theory and the structure of an atom.  We will be 
using the periodic table to diagram the atoms of various elements.  Please continue to check 
StudentVUE and ParentVUE for grade updates. 

 
Student Advancement Coach 

Mr. Green 
Starting on Tuesday 10/14/14 the media center will be open for after school study hall from 3:15-5:00.  
This 7th period is an opportunity to make up missing work, study for tests, or read.  It is not mandatory 
nor is it a detention, just a chance for students to get caught up and have a quiet place to study.  Tutors 
from William and Mary will also be available to help students in certain content areas starting Thursday 
10/16/14. This is NOT a free time to socialize with friends, but I time to work. 

 
 

 
Sincerely, 

                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                Lois Hornsby Middle School          
                                                                                                                                8th Grade Core Teachers 
 


