
Friday, April 17, 2015  

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

It’s hard to believe that we are already two weeks into the fourth quarter.  Despite the lovely 
spring weather, students continue to work hard in their classes preparing for final exams and 
SOL tests which are only a few short weeks away. 
 
While the 3rd quarter ended three weeks ago, report cards that reflect these grades will not be 
sent out until Friday, April 24.  If you do not yet know your child’s 3rd quarter grades, please 
take the time to log onto ParentVUE to view a detailed report.   You will also be able to view 
current 4th quarter grades. 
 

8th Grade Dance  
This year’s 8th grade dance will be on Friday, May 15.  The “cruise theme” dance will take place 
here at Hornsby Middle School and we will soon begin planning for this annual event.  We will 
be looking for parents to help us make this evening special for our students and will keep 
everyone informed on when the first dance meeting will take place. 
 

Important Dates 
Friday, April 24              3rd quarter report cards sent home 
Friday, May 15              8th grade dance 
Monday, May 18              Reading SOL 
Thursday, May 21              Civics SOL 
Monday, May 25              Schools closed (Memorial Day)  
Thursday, May 28              Foundations of Algebra Part 3 and Algebra I SOL 
Friday, May 29              Geometry SOL 
Tuesday, June 2              Science SOL 
Thursday, June 11 2:00 – 3:30 PM            8th grade stepping up ceremony (more info to come) 
  
Classroom News 

Civics 
Mrs. Ogburn, Ms. Zimpelman, and Mr. Winthrop  

Your 8th grade Civics team has been hard at work down the homestretch, picking things up with 
a new unit, economics!  We have been learning and applying the basic concepts of economics, 
like supply & demand, scarcity, opportunity cost, and choice.  We have also been examining 
how different countries around the world address the basic questions of economics.  The 
discussion has been rooted in real-world topics, and the students have gotten into it, even 
examining the economic enterprises and structure of Williamsburg/ James City County.   They 
are figuring out how real-life and applicable economics is to their lives, and that they are 
turning into significant economic contributors as we speak.  Our next unit will be examining 
how the US government intervenes in and influences our economy, and the implications behind 
those actions.  It promises to be an exciting, effective unit. 

 
 



English 
Mrs. Lane, Mrs. McDonald, and Mrs. Smeland  

We continue to notice a marked decline in homework and project completion for English.  

Homework is assigned every night of the school week, and your student should be reading an 

independent novel daily. We visit the media center at least twice a month, and students are 

permitted to check out or return books during the daily advisory period, so there is no excuse 

not to have a book at home.  Our media center also has an eBook lending library. 

Tutorials are held on Tuesdays and Thursdays (7th period) after school.  Please support us in 

our effort to make sure your student is paying attention to the daily work and studying for 

quizzes and tests.  There are only seven instructional weeks left in the school year in which to 

improve grades!   

Visions English 
Mrs. Smeland 

Visions English students are reading and acting in Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream”. Students will enjoy the plot, of course, as they analyze poetic elements and themes in 
the play. Vocabulary study is on-going.  It should be fun. 
 

Math 
Mr. Contakes 

Algebra I 
Algebra I classes just finished up Unit 7: Factoring Polynomials with a test.  Overall, the scores 
on the test were very good, but if your child would like to improve his/her grade, a retest will 
be available early next week.  As always, the higher of the two test scores will be recorded. 
 
Our next unit of study is Unit 8: Quadratics and Their Graphs followed by Unit 9: Radicals.    
 
We will begin reviewing for the SOL in May and using the TI-84 graphing calculator.  Students 
will be permitted to use the TI-84 on their SOL and I do have a class set. 
 
Students are still able to take the midterm retest anytime during the 2nd semester.  The grade 
from the midterm will be averaged with the final grade at the end of the year to account for 
20% of the student’s final grade.    
 
Be sure to visit my study and practice links on my portaportal page: 

http://guest.portaportal.com/contakesm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://guest.portaportal.com/contakesm


Mr. Oweis 
Algebra I & Geometry 

Geometry – We are just completing a study of circles.  Next we will be studying area, surface 
area and volume.  On Thursday (April 23rd) we will be taking our 3rd quarter benchmark test. 
 
Algebra – We are studying about factoring polynomials.  On Thursday (April 23rd) we will be 
taking our 3rd quarter benchmark test. 

Ms. Crumpler 
Foundations of Algebra Part 3 

FOA3 will be completing unit 10 on transformations by the end of this week.  The 3rd quarter 
county benchmark test is scheduled for Monday, April 20.  This test covers units 1 – 10.  Before 
we can begin our SOL review, we have 3 more units to cover: angle relationships, probability, 
and statistics.  May 28th is the date for math 8 SOL.    

 
Physical Science 

Mrs. Stephens, Mr. Neeley, and Mr. Wallisch  
We are currently discussing electricity and magnetism.  We explored with magnets and 

electromagnets and will build simple circuits.  Our final unit will cover light and sound. 

All students have been offered weekly opportunities to earn Extra Credit by completing JLAB 

SOL prep questions.  Not only will these improve their 4th 9-weeks grade, they are also excellent 

preparation for the SOL.  The Science SOL will cover topics from 6th, 7th and 8th grade and will be 

administered on June 2nd.  The Physical, Life and Earth Science Encyclopedia is under way and 

the students are doing an excellent job.  The first 25 entries have been completed and graded.  

Any deficiencies have been discussed with your child and should be corrected.  Entries 26-40 

will be due April 21 and entries 41-55 will be due April 28.  Encourage your child to not fall 

behind. They have the timeline to follow. 

As we near the end of the year, it is important to remind your child to remain focused and 

come to class prepared with homework and materials. 

Sincerely, 
         
        Lois Hornsby Middle School  
        8th Grade Teachers 

 
 


