
Friday, September 18, 2015  

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

The eighth grade core teachers would like to take this opportunity to welcome you and your child to our 
Lois Hornsby 8th grade family.  We have a wonderful team of ambitious teachers who have enjoyed 
getting to know your child. We all look forward to working with these eager learners as they have shown 
great promise these first two weeks of school.   
 
The team newsletter is sent via email every other Friday.  Its purpose is to keep parents up to date on 
what is happening in the classroom as well as notifying them of important future events.  If you have 
any questions about a particular class, do not hesitate to email the teacher directly. 
  

Parent/StudentVUE 
Teachers in the eighth grade use Parent/StudentVUE extensively to post grades, classroom news, web 
links, and documents.  There is also a combined calendar which allows parents to track when 
assignments are due.  It is a fantastic way to keep track of your child’s progress on a daily basis and stay 
in close contact with teachers via email.  You are even able to access Parent/StudentVUE from a 
smartphone via a downloadable app.   If you are not yet registered on the site, you may email your 
child’s homeroom teacher for your activation code. 
 
If your child is absent for one or more days, most assignments can be downloaded from the combined 
calendar making the site a convenient way to keep up with missed work. 
 

Fall Fundraiser  
This year’s fundraiser features delicious treats from “Sweet & Savory” and beverage 
containers from “Tritan Tumblers”.  Your child should have brought a packet home.  
New this year is our custom printed Hornsby Hawks tumbler.

 
The code to order the 

Hornsby tumbler is #1000.  The last day to submit order forms is September 30, so 
don’t miss out on the opportunity to help your school and to pick up some really neat 
items. 

 
 
 

 
Important Dates 

 Wednesday, September 23  Picture day 

 Wednesday, September 30  End of fall fundraiser 

 Thursday, October 8   PTSA meeting (6:00 PM cafeteria) 

 Tuesday, October 18   Interim reports sent home 

 Thursday, October 22   Parent conferences 

 Friday, October 23   Early release 12:25 

 Friday, October 30   Early release 12:25 

 Monday, November 2   Last day of 1st marking period 

 Tuesday, November 3   No school – student holiday 

 Wednesday, November 4  First day of 2nd marking period 

 Wednesday, November 25  Hawk Hike (early release 12:25) 

 Thursday, November 26   Thanksgiving holiday – schools closed 

 Friday, November 27   Thanksgiving holiday – schools closed 



New Teachers 
We have a few new faces on our hall this year.  Our team 8th grade would like to welcome (from left to 

right below) Ms. Sharon Sweeney, Mr. Daniel Stec, Ms. Julia Roketenetz and Mrs. Jannis Barrett.  

 
Ms. Sweeney, one of two new English teachers, comes to us from Old Dominion University after having 
student taught at Heritage High school in Newport News last year.  She has a wedding planned for 
October so her students should probably begin practicing pronouncing Mrs. Hinojosa. 
 
Having recently relocated his family from Colorado to Virginia, Mr. Stec will work with our team of 
science teachers. He has been hired as a long term substitute for the first few months of school.  Mr. 
Stec has taught technology 5 years in Colorado.  He has also taught 6 years of English in Missouri. 
 
Ms. Roketenetz, known to her students as Ms. “Rocket”, just finished student teaching last year in 6th 
grade at Hornsby Middle School.   She sharpened her English teaching skills working with Mrs. Jennifer 
Brooks, last year’s middle school teacher of the year in Williamsburg.   
 
Mrs. Lane is out on maternity leave until November, so Mrs. Jannis Barrett has stepped in to anchor our 

English department.  Mrs. Barrett brings a great deal of experience to the English department having 

taught 25 years of English, Journalism, and Mass Media at Lafayette High School. 

Classroom News 
Civics 

Mrs. McDonald, Mrs. Ogburn, and Mr. Winthrop  
Civics has kicked the year off right, outlining the principles of US Constitutional government.  Students 
have been examining how the five principles apply to their lives and the world around them, and how 
our government is built on principles that have been present throughout history.  We are working on 
learning about the fundamental documents that lent their ideas to the writing of the US Constitution.  
We will use a variety of methods to learn the content of the documents, including document analysis, 
translation, and learning stations.  There will be a test in the next two weeks on this material, with a 
specific date to be determined by the civics teachers. It has been a good start to the year, and we look 
forward to continue working with the students on newer and more in-depth material. 



 
English 

Mrs. Barrett, Ms. Roketenetz, and Ms. Sweeney 
English students have been working diligently.  Students have received their independent reading 
requirement log, which will result in a grade at interim and nine-week periods. Vocabulary will be an 
ongoing area of study as word analysis skills have proven to be a weakness.  They have taken a baseline 
essay writing assignment in class, which gives us an idea of what areas should be addressed in 
preparation for the Writing SOL in March.  In the near future, we will be using a new assessment to 
determine your student's reading level.  Please check out ParentVUE for assignments. 
 

Visions English 
Ms. Roketenetz 

Visions students started tackling in-depth word analysis this week.  A new list of Greek and Latin root 
words will be assessed each week.  Utopian societies (and their flaws) were the overarching theme in 
short story selections this past week.  Next week we will begin discussing the history of the idea of 
“utopia”.  Students are expected to read at least 80 pages per week, and they should have a pink 
bookmark with every book they read. This bookmark will track their reading throughout the year. 
Literary analysis will also be ongoing. 

Math 
Mr. Contakes 

Algebra I 
Students are currently studying expressions and the language of Algebra.  We have taken quite a few 
quizzes already and the first test is scheduled for Friday, September 25.  If your child is would like extra 
help in Algebra, I stay after school every Tuesday until 5:00 to offer assistance.   
 
Encourage your child to visit my Portaportal page of links.  Here you will find links to excellent online 
practice sites, video tutorials, and even some fun math links. 
 

http://guest.portaportal.com/contakesm 
 
The second unit of study is solving equations and inequalities. 
 

Mr. Oweis 
Algebra I & Geometry 

Algebra 1 – We are close to completing the first unit on Algebraic Expressions.  There will, most likely, be 
a test late next week.  After that we will begin solving equations. 
 
Geometry – We close out the first unit with Geometric constructions (copying segments, copying angles 
and bisecting angles) using only a straightedge and a compass.  Expect our first test late next week.  
After that we will begin a unit on logic. 

 
Ms. Crumpler  

Foundations of Algebra Part III 
Foundations of Algebra Part 3 has already had one quiz and will have another before the unit 1 test, the 
middle of next week.  Unit 1 covers the Real Number System, perfect squares, and square roots.  Also, if 
you have not yet signed up for Remind, text To: 81010 with the Message: @mscrumpl.   
 

Physical Science 
Mrs. Stephens, Mr. Neeley, and Mr. Stec 

http://guest.portaportal.com/contakesm


We are settling in to our daily routines and getting to know our students. The first week of school, we 
completed our Smart Goal Assessment Lab which will be used as our baseline for progress this school 
year. Given a prompt, students worked in groups to perform an experiment and complete a lab report 
on paper towels. Currently we are reviewing the Scientific Method and Experimental Design. This 
background of basic skills and knowledge of vocabulary will be very beneficial as we increase the 
frequency of labs for the remainder of the year.  A big thank you to all who have graciously responded to 
our Wish List needs. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
         
        Lois Hornsby Middle School  
        8th Grade Core Teachers 


