
 

A smile is the universal welcome. ~Max Eastman 
 

Welcome back to school after what we hope was a wonderful and exciting 

winter break spent with family and friends. We are thrilled to see everyone! 

The school year is well underway and we look forward to a return of staff and 

students once again actively engaged in teaching and learning. We are excited 

about the educational challenges that lie ahead of us and know you will 

continue to assist us in our efforts to make our school the best it can possible 

be. 

 

 

 

 

Math and student perception, are they connected? Sarah Sparks from Stanford University 

feels they are. “Having a positive mindset in math may do more than just help students feel more 

confident about their skills and more willing to keep trying when they fail,” reports Sarah Sparks 

in an article in Education Week. “It may prime their brains to think better.” Recent 

neuroscientific research at Stanford University is showing how students’ beliefs about math 

learning can produce more efficient brain activity. Students with a “growth”, positive, mindset 

about math did better at spotting correct and incorrect math problems than those with a “fixed” 

mindset, even after controlling for differences in IQ, age, working memory, reading level, and 

math anxiety. The brains of students with high positive-mindset levels had greater activity and 

faster, smoother connections in the areas associated with quick recall of facts and math problem-

solving.  

“My hunch is that often in the fixed mindset your mind is preoccupied with ‘Is this hard?’ ‘Will I 

look smart?’ ‘What will happen if I don’t do this?’ ‘I’m not good at math,’ instead of getting that 

brain ready to do it.” said Stanford professor Carol Dweck.  It’s analogous to warming up a car 

on a cold morning before driving off – the engine is primed to work more efficiently. The key 

insight from this research is that the brain isn’t compartmentalized, with motivation separate 

from math problem-solving. “If you are trying to do math and worrying about whether you are 

going to fail or not, rather than the process of doing math… that is not deep learning.”  

 “In Math, Positive Mindset May Prime Students’ Brains” by Sarah Sparks in Education Week, December 9, 

2015 (Vol. 35, #14, p. 6), www.edweek.org  

 

 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/maxeastman107843.html?src=t_welcome
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/max_eastman.html
http://www.edweek.org/


 

Important: Our students at Hornsby are amazing, bright, funny, and smart. 

Unfortunately, there have been an outbreak of dress code violations recently. Please 

be aware that the dress code outlined on the Hornsby website is an important part of 

our school climate. For example, all clothing must cover to fingertip length on the 

legs, with the shoulders relaxed, all the way around the body. If students are wearing 

leggings or yoga pants, the article worn above, whether shirt, dress, zipped jacket, skirt, 

etc. must be fingertip length all the way around. Also, bandanas are not permitted in 

school in any form. Students out of dress code will be given the opportunity to 

change into a provided loaner PE uniform or call home for a change of clothes. If 

there is no one available to bring the change of clothes, the loaner PE uniform 

will be expected to be worn. There will no longer be passes for the day. Please 

see out website for complete dress code expectations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, January 4, 2016: B Day  

 Design your own bookmark contest starts 

 

Tuesday, January 5, 2016: A Day   
 Boys and Girls Basketball @ Hornsby vs. New Kent 

 

Wednesday, January 6, 2016: B Day 

 NJHS Meeting afterschool until 4:45pm. 
 
Thursday, January 7, 2016: A Day    

 Boys and Girls Basketball @ Hornsby vs. Toano 

 7th grade basketball @ Toano  

 
Friday, January 8, 2016: B Day  

 Have a great weekend! 

 
 
 
 

Announcements/Looking Ahead  
Our Hornsby Relay for Life Team is officially starting our fundraising activities for the 
2015-16 school year with the December Candy Grams.  Below is the link to join the 
Hornsby Hawks Relay for Life Team: 
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY16SA?team_id=1957083&pg=tea
m&fr_id=71232&_ga=1.130568015.1329068842.1444667971 

http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY16SA?team_id=1957083&pg=team&fr_id=71232&_ga=1.130568015.1329068842.1444667971
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY16SA?team_id=1957083&pg=team&fr_id=71232&_ga=1.130568015.1329068842.1444667971


 

Please join our team even if you do not plan to donate or participate! We earn special 
recognition/rewards based on the number of people who join our team – feel free to 
share this link with your friends and family, too! 
 

Several parents attended the Parent Academy hosted by WJCC Schools. Included 

below is the link for the online resources: 

http://wjccschools.org/departments/public-relations-community-engagement/family-

community-engagement/parent-academy/ 

 

7th period (After School Study Hall) - 7th period is an opportunity to make up missing 

work, study for tests, or read.  It is not mandatory nor is it a detention, just a chance for 

students to get caught up and have a quiet place to study.  Tutors from William and 

Mary will also be available to help students. This is NOT a free time to socialize with 

friends.  In addition, Tuesday attendees will need a pass from their teacher as Tuesday 

study hall is by appointment only.   

Project Phoenix- meets every Monday and Tuesday this year.  An application must be 

completed to attend, at this time we are only accepting applications for our waiting list or 

next semester’s program.   

 

Important Dates: 

January 22 Band sponsored Dance 
February 4-6 Jr. All-District Band  
March 9-13 Jr. All-District Concert Band Assessment 
March 31 WJCC M.S. and H.S. Honor Band Performance  
April 19 Stage Band Festival 
May 5 Spring Band Concert 
 

Thank you!!! 

  

 

Thank you to Williams Landscaping and Design and the PTSA for the 

beautiful mulch in the front of the school! 

 

Thank you to Dana Franklin for organizing the holiday luncheon and working so hard to 

make it special. We appreciate you! 

http://wjccschools.org/departments/public-relations-community-engagement/family-community-engagement/parent-academy/
http://wjccschools.org/departments/public-relations-community-engagement/family-community-engagement/parent-academy/


 

Our students are wonderful! Students have been following the Hawk expectations. 

Our Hawks SOAR! 

                                                   Hornsby Hawks SOAR  

Safe 

Organized 

Accountable 

Respectful 

 

 

 

 

 


