
 
 

Pure mathematics is, in its way, the poetry of logical ideas.  ~Albert Einstein 

Getting Students Engaged in Advanced Math Problem-Solving 

 In the article the Math Revolution Peg Tyre reports on the growing number of 

U.S. students who are enthusiastically taking part in after-school and summer programs 

for advanced math problem-solving – and the fact that America’s teenage team won the 

gold medal at the 56th International Mathematical Olympiad in Thailand last summer. 

Here’s an example of the type of problem that students in these programs are asked to 

solve (more at http://Expii.com):  

Imagine a rope that runs completely around the Earth’s equator, flat 

against the ground (assume the Earth is a perfect sphere, without any 

mountains or valleys). You cut the rope and tie in another piece of 

rope that is 710 inches long, or just under 60 feet. That increases the 

total length of the rope by a bit more than the length of a bus, or the 

height of a 5-story building. Now imagine that the rope is lifted at all 

points simultaneously, so that it floats about the Earth at the same 

height all along its length. What is the largest thing that could fit 

underneath the rope? (a) bacteria, (b) a ladybug, (c) a dog, (d) 

Einstein, (e) a giraffe, or (f) a space shuttle.  

Problem-solving summer and after-school classes demand that the pupils execute the 

cognitive bench press: investigating, conjecturing, predicting, analyzing, and finally 

verifying their own mathematical strategy. The point is not to accurately execute 

algorithms, although there is, of course, a right answer (Einstein, in the problem above). 

Truly thinking the problem through – creatively applying what you know about math and 

puzzling out possible solutions – is more important.  

“The Math Revolution” by Peg Tyre in The Atlantic, March 2016 (Vol. 317, #2, p. 50-57),  
http://theatln.tc/1ZkPr8a  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standards of Learning (SOL) assessments have begun and our students are doing an 

amazing job! They are talented and well prepared. Math resources include: 

http://education.jlab.org/solquiz/ 

 

http://expii.com/
http://theatln.tc/1ZkPr8a
http://education.jlab.org/solquiz/


 
 

Important Information about Electronic devices during SOL Testing:  

Cell phones and other electronic devices: While in the testing room, students may not 

have access to cell phones or other electronic devices (including wearable technology) 

while any students are testing. Students must remove their cell phones or other 

electronic devices from their work area (such as from pockets, desktops, purses and 

backpacks stored within reach, etc.), in order to begin the assessment.   

 
Attention all Field Hockey Players (6th, 7th, and 8th grade). There will be a free 

clinic held by Focus Field Hockey after school on Tuesday May 23rd from 3:30-

5:30 for all girls interested in trying out for middle school or high school field 

hockey. Please see Miss King ASAP to sign up! 

 

Monday, May 22, 2017: A Day 

 Make-up SOL 

 Principals from JHS and LHS here to speak about new classes during brown bag 

lunch with interested 8th grade students zoned for their respective schools. See 

School Counseling office first thing in the morning if you are interested and have 

not signed up, 

 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017: B Day   
 Make-up SOL 

 Field Hockey Clinic 3:30-5:30pm 
 Hawkapella 

 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017: A Day 

 6th grade Math (FOA 1&2) SOL 

 

Thursday, May 25, 2017: B Day    

 Algebra I SOL 

 
Friday, May 26, 2017: A Day     

 FOA 3 (7th and 8th grade) SOL 

 Have a great weekend! 
 

 
 

 

Announcements/Looking Ahead  
SOL Assessment Schedule: 

May 29 No school: Memorial Day 



 
 

May 30th Make-ups 

May 31st 8th grade Science  

June 1st and 2nd Make-ups and Expedited Re-takes 

June 5th through 9th Expedited Re-takes  

 
Did you forget to order a yearbook? Hornsby Hawks, it isn’t too late.  If you forgot to 
order your 2016-2017 Hornsby Yearbook, you have another chance.  We have ordered 
75 extra yearbooks. The cost is 35.00, but it must be cash only on the day yearbooks 
are distributed in June. You may contact Ms. Anderson directly to have your name be 
put on the wait list BUT It will be a first come first served basis. Stay tuned for further 
information on the arrival of the Yearbook.   
 

Students are encouraged to read.   

 For book ideas, visit  http://www.yournextread.com/us/ .  Type in the title of a 
book you have liked in the past, and the site will generate a web of book 
suggestions that are similar.   

 Stay up to date on current events by reading a www.NewsELA.com article 
daily.  Test your understanding by taking the quiz and doing the writing. 

 
Football will be conducting a 3-Day Mini Camp on Monday, June 5th, Wednesday, 
June 7th and Friday, June 9th (all days will be from 3:30p-6:00p) with parent pick up. 
Players should have shorts, t-shirts and either cleats or sneakers, but preferably cleats. 
 

It is not too late to join the PTSA. The membership brochure is on our website page or 
e-mail Sue Tisk at president@hornsbyptsa.org. 

 

Important Dates:  

May 29th School Closed: Memorial Day 

June 1—6th graders meet Civil War soldiers and Clara Barton 

June 3: Spring Choir Trip to Kings Dominion 

June 5—Frederick Douglass visits 6th Grade! 

June 5th football mini-camp 3:30-6pm 

June 6th—6th Grade Civil War Feast during lunch in Hornsby Cafeteria 

June 7th football mini-camp 3:30-6pm 

June 7 and 8: The 8th grade Advanced Theatre Production classes will be performing 

their student-directed plays on Wednesday, June 7th and Thursday, June 8th. “B-Day” 

will perform Hamlette on Wednesday, and “A-Day” will perform Alice on Thursday. Both 

classes will perform their show 3 times throughout the day for each grade level.  

June 8—Civil War Day for 6th Grade (all day event)  

June 9th football mini-camp 3:30-6pm 

June 9 SOL SOLabration 

http://www.yournextread.com/us/
http://www.newsela.com/
mailto:president@hornsbyptsa.org


 
 

June 14 Stepping Up Ceremony 2pm WHS: PTSA providing pizza and drinks to 

students going to the ceremony in the HMS cafeteria: Band students will be performing 

June 14th Early Release 12:25pm: Exams 

June 15th Early Release 12:25pm: Exams: PTSA Staff Luncheon 

June 16th No school for students: Teacher workday 

June 22nd Report Cards mailed home 

October 6 next year’s school pictures 

 

Thank you!!!  

All our students are showing their academic prowess on the SOL’s. You are doing an 

outstanding job! We are proud of you. 

Thank you to all the parents for supporting our students! 

Teachers have been working hard proctoring, monitoring, and doing hall duty. Thank 

you! Also, thank you for contacting parents for expedited retakes.  

Thank you to all students who were not testing this week who remained respectfully 

quiet and were flexible about their schedules. 

 

A big thank you to Ms. Pollard for organizing all of this! 

Thank you Mrs. Delgado and all the students and parents who helped with the Relay 

for Life. We had a fantastic turn out for this important event! 

Our students are wonderful! Students have been following the Hawk expectations. 

Our Hawks SOAR! 

 

Hornsby Hawks SOAR 

Safe 

Organized 

Accountable 

Respectful 

 

 


