
 
 

I don’t care how poor a man is; if he has family, he’s rich. ~Dan Wilcox and 

Thad Mumford, "Identity Crisis," M*A*S*H 
  

Hornsby Hawks have had a magnificent start to the school year. There have been 

dances, community involvement, classroom engagement, and new friends made.  

However, the winter break is now upon us.  The last day of school for students 

and instructional staff is Wednesday, December 20th (Early release for students 

12:25pm). Winter break begins Thursday, December 21st, and continues through 

January 1st. Schools reopen, students and staff return, Tuesday, January 2nd. We 

wish you and yours a joyous holiday season and a safe and fun-filled break. We 

will miss you and look forward to seeing in January. 

Globally Ready? 

 In this article in Educational Leadership, Marc Tucker (National Center on Education and the 

Economy) says that globalization, automation, and the improved skills of workers are transforming the 

U.S. economy. As Brynjolfsson and McAfee said in a 2014 article, “There’s never been a better time to 

be a worker with special skills or the right education, because these people can use technology to create 

and capture value.” 

 In addition to education and technical skills, global-ready graduates must have the ability to: 

- Learn new things; 

- Relate to a constantly changing array of people from different backgrounds and with different 

views and skills; 

- Work independently with great focus and within tight timelines; 

- Make sound judgments on the fly; 

- Be trustworthy and ethical; 

- Do the creative and imaginative work that machines can’t do. 

Tucker offers some suggestions for preparing global-ready graduates: 

 • Focus on continuous, deep learning. “It’s simply not true that the profusion of knowledge in 

recent years makes accumulation of knowledge unnecessary,” he says. “Being able to analyze and 

synthesize will require students to know a lot about the material they’re analyzing and synthesizing.” 

 • Integrate academic and technical learning. “The curriculum that students need must create a 

constant interplay between academics and application; problems that arise in the course of application 

give rise to the questions addressed in the academics, and the constructs learned in the academics are 

explored in application.”  

 • Cultural competence. “[A] large portion of the world’s professionals now speak English,” he 

says. “More to the point, you may work for an employer who assigns you to work in another country. 

You’ll usually find that your employer will be more than willing to pay for you to learn the language 

you’ll need.” What’s far more important, he believes, is understanding the perspectives of different 



 
 

people. “It’s essential that we know much more than we currently do about people whose cultures are 

different from our own.”  

 

“Globally Ready” by Marc Tucker in Educational Leadership, December 2016/January 2017 (Vol.74, #4, p. 

30-36), available for purchase at http://bit.ly/2gBVX9R; Tucker can be reached at mtucker@ncee.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to safety concerns, all students who are picked-up by their parents are to remain 

on the paved area in front of the school and may not go onto the grass and up the hill 

next to the parking lot. All student crossings need to be done at the cross walk by the 

front doors. Hornsby cares about our kids.   

Monday, December 18, 2017: A Day   

 Girls Basketball at Queens Lake 4:30 
 Boys Varsity Basketball at Queens Lake 6:00 

 Mr. Frances will be available to work with band students, who are trying out for 
the District 8 Honor band, after-school on Monday and Tuesday.  
 Rehearsal for Little Women  

 

Tuesday, December 19, 2017: B Day    
 Boys J. V. Basketball at Home vs Grafton 4:30 

 Yearbook meeting after school 

 Mr. Frances will be available to work with band students, who are trying out for 
the District 8 Honor band, after-school on Monday and Tuesday. 

 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017: A Day   

 Early release 12:25pm 

 

Thursday, December 21, 2017:      

 Winter Break 
 

Friday, December 22, 2017:   
 Winter Break 
 Have a great weekend! 

 
 

http://bit.ly/2gBVX9R
mailto:mtucker@ncee.org


 
 

 

Announcements/Looking Ahead  
Hornsby Theatre Department and Lafayette High School Theatre will collaborate to 

present “A Night of Comedy & Tragedy” at LHS Friday January 12th. Please plan on 

attending and supporting these incredibly talented students and the arts.  

The cast of Little Women will be announced Friday (12/15), and rehearsals will begin 

Monday (12/18) 

Wow!  The Spelling Bee competition was intense this year, but we have our winners. 

1st Place – Sam Kiser (grade 8) 

2nd Place – Erin Keener (grade 8) 

3rd Place – Colin Grantz (grade 7) 

Sam will represent Hornsby at the Virginian-Pilot Spelling Bee which will be televised on 

WHRO on February 17.  Wish him the best of luck! 

 

Check out these awesome Hornsby results from the Sleighbell 5K! 

--6th grader, Henry Gemerek, finished first in the 11-12 boys age group with a time of 

20.55 

--Leslie Palmer finished 3rd in the 30-34 age group with a time of 26.58 

--Beth Vona finished 3rd in the 50-54 age group with a time of 29.03 

 

Shopping Programs  
Remember to link your Amazon shopping account to Lois S. Hornsby PTSA when 
purchasing during this Holiday season.  Thank you for your support! 
 

Reading over the Holidays: As we approach the holiday season, please continue to 

encourage reading at home during the breaks.  Students have reading goals set in 

English classes.  They should be reading their independent reading selections nightly. 

Parents, Guardians, and Community Members: Have a really cool or inspiring 

career? We now have College and Career classes in 7th and 8th grade and are looking 

for volunteers to speak or possible field trip opportunities…….Contact Dr. Ellison, Ms. 

Kuthy, or Mrs. Spicer and lets show off our amazing collection of talent to inspire our 

students and impact the future!  

6th Grade In-school Field Trip in February includes: 

 “Revolutionary Women!” in Auditorium 

 “Oney Judge,” Electronic Field Trip from Colonial Williamsburg (6th grade 
classrooms) 

 Deborah Sampson Readers’ Theater (6th grade classrooms) 

 Writing & drawing activities (auditorium/6th grade classroom) 
6th grade will be slightly late to 5th period. Detailed schedule provided by Mrs. Moore 

closer to time. 



 
 

Important Dates: 
December 21-January 1 Winter break 

January 2 Schools reopen 

January 12 “A Night of Comedy and Tragedy” at LHS 

January 15 Schools closed 

January 22 PTSA meeting 5:30pm 

January 26 No school for students: Teacher work/PD day 

January 29 No school for students: Teacher work/PD day 

January 30 Marking period 3 begins 

February 23 6th Grade “In-school Field Trip” generously sponsored by the PTSA 

June 13 8th grade Stepping Up at WHS 2pm 

 

Thank you!!!      

Thank you Band parents for donating a record amount of non-perishable food at the 

Winter Band Concert! The Salvation Army was very appreciative! 

PTSA president Karen Talley went out of her way to make sure every student could 

safely enjoy the Hawk Hike reward celebrations 

Thank you to the PTSA for supporting our Honor Roll Students with treats and our 

staff with coffee and holiday treats! All highly appreciated! 

Thank you to Mrs. Epps, Ms. Kuthy, and Mrs. Spicer for organizing the Giving Tree. 

You’re efforts will make several students happy this holiday season. 

A HUGE thank you to the Hornsby Family for its involvement with the Giving 

Tree.  Due to your generosity, we were able to assist with abundance several families in 

our community for the holiday season. Everyone did an AWESOME job! Happy 

Holidays to you and your family.  

Shout out to Kristin Schweitzer! She made everything easy during MAPS testing. 

With the holiday season upon us there have been or are going to be a series of student 
concerts. Thank you to all the Hornsby families and staff who have attended to make 
these events special. Thank you to the students for all your hard work and practice, it is 
showing! Thank you Mrs. Johnson, M. Darone and Mr. Frances for your dedication to 
your students.  



 
 

 
Our students are wonderful! Students have been following the Hawk expectations. 

Our Hawks SOAR! 

Thank you to all teachers, staff, students, and parents who have made 

2017 such a great year! 

Hornsby Hawks SOAR 

Safe 

Organized 

Accountable 

Respectful 

 

 


