
 
 

I can live for two months on a good compliment~ Mark Twain 

A knee-melting compliment, delivered directly and sincerely, can be life altering. They 
resonate with people, making the day sunnier, lifting spirits, and even providing clarity. 
We never know how profoundly our kind words affect the recipient — from a store clerk 
to our own kids. In the article by Alissa Marquess, 64 Positive Things to Say to Kids, 
she points out that you never know the words children carry with them.  

May you turn to a child and say something like: 

1. You make me smile 
2. I know you can handle it. 
3. You are creative. 
4. Your ideas are worthwhile. 
5. You are capable. 
6. You make a difference. 
7. Your words are powerful. 
8. You are a good friend. 
9. You can learn from your mistakes. 
10. You can ask for help. 
11. You are learning. 
12. You are valuable.  
13. You are interesting. 
14. You are important. 
15. Your ideas matter. 
16. I see you working and learning every day. 
17. I am curious what you think. 
18. How did you do that? 
19. Thanks for helping me. 
20. I’m glad you’re here. 
21. I’m happy to talk with you. 
22. I’m listening. 
23. I’m proud of you. 

http://creativewithkids.com/64-positive-things-to-say-to-kids/ 

 

 

June 13 Stepping Up Ceremony for 8th grade students: 2pm Warhill High School: The 

PTSA providing pizza and drinks to students going to the ceremony in the HMS 

cafeteria: Transportation to WHS provided to students. Please arrive early for parking 

and park on the gym side. Doors will be open. Please do not go through the school 

itself. 

 

http://creativewithkids.com/64-positive-things-to-say-to-kids/


 
 

Monday, June 4, 2018: B Day  

 Grade 7 (students turn in laptop and charger, keep laptop bag) 

 Mr. Pfeiffer’s Escape Room: see announcements 

 

Tuesday, June 5, 2018: A Day     

 Grade 6 and exceptional classes: (students turn in laptop and charger, keep 

laptop bag) 

 Mr. Pfeiffer’s Escape Room: see announcements 

 Betsy Costner presentation by Sheila Arnold for 6th grade in the choir room  

 periods  1, 2, 3, 4. Generously funded by the PTSA.   

 Hawkapella 

 

Wednesday, June 6, 2018: B Day   

 Grade 8 (students turn in laptop, charger, and laptop bag) 

 

Thursday, June 7, 2018: A Day     

 

Friday, June 8, 2018: B Day    
 SOLabration: Dress comfortably and for the outdoors, however, please 
remember dress code 
 The 8th grade Advanced Theatre performance of Bad Auditions by Bad Actors 

during the SOLabration  

 Last day for Activity Buses 

 8th grade dance: 7-10pm: more info in the announcement section 
 Have a great weekend! 

 

 

Announcements/Looking Ahead  
Ms. Kuthy, alpha A-K, will be transferring to James Blair next year. We will greatly 

miss her but she will always be a part of the Hornsby family. We will welcome 

Joshua Denny to the Hornsby school counseling team next year. Forever a 

Hawk  

Thank you to all Hornsby MS families for their continued support of the PTSA 

throughout the year.  The PTSA was able to provide $6,000 in mini grants to our 

teachers and staff; various hospitality events for our teachers and staff such as 

numerous lunches, teacher appreciation week events, mailbox treats and monthly 

coffee cart; quarterly Honor Roll treats for the students; Purple and Gold Dance and the 

upcoming 8th grade semi-formal dance;  and supplies for the upcoming SOLabration 

this Friday.    



 
 

Your PTSA Officers for next year are President - Jill Dalton; Vice President - Adrianne 
Tropilo; Secretary - Alisa Smith and Treasurer - Stephanie Trogdon.  Be on the look out 
for upcoming events for the next school year via our FaceBook page and Website. 
Have  great summer! 
 
8th grade Dance The 8th grade dance is here at Hornsby Middle School on Friday, 
June 8, 2018 from 7:00pm-10:00pm! This event will be a semi-formal dance with fun 
activities, food, and prizes and the cost will be $10 per 8th grade student. Tickets may 
be purchased from homeroom teachers NOW.  Beginning Monday, May 21, any 
disciplinary infraction resulting in either an in-school suspension (ISS) or an out-of-
school (OSS) suspension will exclude a student from the 8th grade dance. If a student 
has already purchased a ticket, the money will be refunded.  

Please consider volunteering your time or donating food and gift cards for the 
raffle.  We are still in need of numerous items for the dance.  Just visit the link to sign 
up: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409054aafae23a20-lhms1/1150455 
 
Mrs. Thomas is looking for licensed barbers and stylists to volunteer a few hours 
on the afternoon of Thursday, June 7 to help students get ready for Stepping Up 
and the 8th Grade Dance. If you are interested and available to help, please call 
757-565-9400 ext. 22083 or email Anna.Thomas@wjccschools.org.  
 
Nurse Vona’s Closet:  

Nurse Vona’s closet is filling with dresses. Thank you to the Hornsby community for 

your donations.  Nurse Vona could still use donations of dress shirts and bow ties for 

our Hornsby gentlemen. Parents and staff, if your student needs assistance with 

clothing for 8th grade dance or stepping up, please contact Nurse Vona at 565-9450 or 

encourage your student to stop in to clinic to browse through her closet. 

 

To purchase the 8th Grade 2018 group picture go to the Candid Color website 

http://www.candidcolor.net and click on Underclass Portraits. Enter the code  

HRM8G18.  

Yearbook reminder. If you are on the Reserve list, remember to bring $35 CASH only 

NO CHECKS WILL BE ACCEPTED! If you are not on the reserve list, the remaining 

yearbooks will be sold on a first come first serve basis. Again $35 CASH. There will also 

be yearbook clear covers ($5), autograph pages ($2.50), adhesive photo/memorabilia 

pockets ($5) and various colored signing pens ($1 each). Or you can get all of the 

above for $10 

Have you enjoyed watching the Hawk News? If so and you are a rising 8th grader not 

afraid of the camera, pick up the Hawk News application at the library this week.  All 

applications are due at the end of the school year. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409054aafae23a20-lhms1/1150455
mailto:Anna.Thomas@wjccschools.org
http://www.candidcolor.net/


 
 

Have you ever wondered how the library works?  Apply for Library Assistant helper 

job.  Applications are available at the library.  Only students who apply will be 

considered for the position. 

Attention all rising 9th grade families and students—It is not too late to sign up for 

the Warhill Innovation Courses, Lafayette’s Linc5, or Jamestown’s Concourse 9 

program!  There will be representatives coming this week to the school to speak to 

interested students.  Information about the programs and program coursework 

examples can be found on each high school’s websites. Please contact 

amber.spicer@wjccschools.org if you are interested in having your student attend the 

session.  

What Parents Need to know about “13 Reasons Why” Season 2: Released Today 

May 18th on Netflix 

NOTE: many students binge watch the show without their parents’ consent or 

knowledge. 

VIEWING TIPS: It is recommended that you watch the series beforehand and 

determine if it is appropriate for your student. If you decide to let your student watch the 

series, please discuss strategies for wellness in regards to any of the issue presented in 

the series. Also, Netflix has a title-level PIN code that can be added if you feel it 

necessary at home as  

THE ISSUES: The series incorporates intense adolescent issues such as bullying, 

sexual assault, school violence, anxiety, stress, depression and suicidal ideation.  

RESOURSES: School counselors and other school staff are resources are available to 

collaborate with you if you feel your student is experiencing the type of issues 

mentioned above.  Community resources are available as well. The school has 

resources that we can share with you if you need assistance.  

 

Links:  https://www.screenagersmovie.com/tech-talk-tuesdays/13-reasons-why-and-

how-to-talk-to-our-teens-about-hard-issues 

https://www.screenagersmovie.com/tech-talk-tuesdays/how-to-prepare-for-13-reasons-

why-season-2 

https://www.schoolcounselor.org/asca/media/asca/FactSheets/13ReasonsWhyStaffPar

entsStudents.pdf 

 

Mr. Pfeiffer’s Grant Project Escape Room: Creating the Constitution, will be held in 

the auditorium on Monday and Tuesday, June 4 and June 5. His core classes will be 

experiencing this escape room challenge, which focuses on the founding documents of 

the U.S. Constitution. Ms. Gwaltney and Mr. Winthrop’s civics students are welcome to 

stay after school on those days to experience the escape room! Mr. Pfeiffer will be 

staying after if any faculty or other students would like to try as well.  

mailto:amber.spicer@wjccschools.org
https://www.screenagersmovie.com/tech-talk-tuesdays/13-reasons-why-and-how-to-talk-to-our-teens-about-hard-issues
https://www.screenagersmovie.com/tech-talk-tuesdays/13-reasons-why-and-how-to-talk-to-our-teens-about-hard-issues
https://www.screenagersmovie.com/tech-talk-tuesdays/how-to-prepare-for-13-reasons-why-season-2
https://www.screenagersmovie.com/tech-talk-tuesdays/how-to-prepare-for-13-reasons-why-season-2
https://www.schoolcounselor.org/asca/media/asca/FactSheets/13ReasonsWhyStaffParentsStudents.pdf
https://www.schoolcounselor.org/asca/media/asca/FactSheets/13ReasonsWhyStaffParentsStudents.pdf


 
 

Any rising 9th graders  who are interested in trying out for the Warhill golf team in the 

fall should contact Coach Randall by email at edgarrandall@wjccschools.org by the end 

of the school year. 

 

Laptop collection schedule: 

Monday, June 4: Grade 7 (students turn in laptop and charger, keep laptop bag) 

Tuesday, June 5: Grade 6 and exceptional classes: (students turn in laptop and 

charger, keep laptop bag) 

Wednesday, June 6: Grade 8 (students turn in laptop, charger, and laptop bag) 

Students who do not turn in their equipment by June 14 will be billed. Estimates of 

replacement costs below: 

Laptop: $325 

Charger: $25 

Laptop bag: $20 (8th grade only) 

 
Parents/Guardians – If you have moved and HMS does not have your new address ( 
or, you’ve forgotten to give us a change in address), please contact Marcia, Registrar, 
#(757)565-9438.  Needed items: 2 proofs of residency, and the Residency Affidavit 
completed.  Please remember, we have some students going to high school in the Fall 
and the redistricting.  Both events may impact which school your student will 
attend.  Have a great weekend and I’m looking forward to hearing from these families. 
 

Important Dates:  
June 13 Early Release 12:25pm 

June 13 8th grade Stepping Up at WHS 2pm 

June 14 Early Release 12:25pm: Last Day 

June 20 Report Cards Mailed Home  

 

Thank you!!!      

Thank you to everyone, student, teacher, parent, staff, who are making the quickly 

approaching end of the school year academically meaningful and fun! 

Thank you to all the teachers and staff that helped out with the NJHS process and 

ceremony, and that helped organize and chaperone the 7th grade field trip. The support 

mailto:edgarrandall@wjccschools.org


 
 

I received was amazing! I would have never been able to pull this off by myself! This is 

an amazing work-family! THANK YOU!!! – Sam Berry 

A huge shout-out to English and Math teachers for donating their planning time to 

remediate students for expedited SOL. 

Thank you to all our students taking the expedited SOL’s for all your hard work! We 

appreciate you!  

Our students are wonderful! Students have been following the Hawk expectations. 

Our Hawks SOAR! 

Hornsby Hawks SOAR 

Safe 

Organized 

Accountable 

Respectful 

 

 

 


