
 

Pure mathematics is, in its way, the poetry of logical ideas.  ~Albert Einstein 

Getting Students Engaged in Advanced Math Problem-Solving 

 In the article the Math Revolution Peg Tyre reports on the growing number of 

U.S. students who are enthusiastically taking part in after-school and summer programs 

for advanced math problem-solving – and the fact that America’s teenage team won the 

gold medal at the 56th International Mathematical Olympiad in Thailand last summer. 

Here’s an example of the type of problem that students in these programs are asked to 

solve (more at http://Expii.com):  

Imagine a rope that runs completely around the Earth’s equator, flat 

against the ground (assume the Earth is a perfect sphere, without any 

mountains or valleys). You cut the rope and tie in another piece of 

rope that is 710 inches long, or just under 60 feet. That increases the 

total length of the rope by a bit more than the length of a bus, or the 

height of a 5-story building. Now imagine that the rope is lifted at all 

points simultaneously, so that it floats about the Earth at the same 

height all along its length. What is the largest thing that could fit 

underneath the rope? (a) bacteria, (b) a ladybug, (c) a dog, (d) 

Einstein, (e) a giraffe, or (f) a space shuttle.  

Problem-solving summer and after-school classes demand that the pupils execute the 

cognitive bench press: investigating, conjecturing, predicting, analyzing, and finally 

verifying their own mathematical strategy. The point is not to accurately execute 

algorithms, although there is, of course, a right answer (Einstein, in the problem above). 

Truly thinking the problem through – creatively applying what you know about math and 

puzzling out possible solutions – is more important.  

“The Math Revolution” by Peg Tyre in The Atlantic, March 2016 (Vol. 317, #2, p. 50-57),  

http://theatln.tc/1ZkPr8a  
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Monday, May 20, 2019: A Day  

 Gifted testing requests are due: see announcements 
 PTSA meeting 5:45pm in the media center 

 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019: B Day 

 6th grade Math and accelerated 6th grade Math SOL 

 

Wednesday, May 22, 2019: A Day 

 8th grade Civics SOL 

 NJHS Induction Ceremony 5:30pm. All inductees are expected to attend. 

 Kings Dominion Performance Participants for ORCHESTRA rehearsal after 
school until 4:45 
 

Thursday, May 23, 2019: B Day   
  7th Grade Math SOL 
 

Friday, May 24, 2019: A Day   
 All grades Algebra I and Geometry SOLs 

 Have a great weekend 
 

 

Announcements/Looking Ahead  

 
Laptop Collection Schedule: 
Tuesday, June 4: 7th grade students turn in laptops and chargers. Bag is kept over the 
summer. 



 

Wednesday, June 5: 8th grade students turn in laptops, bags, and chargers. 
Exceptional students in grades 6-7 will turn in laptops and chargers (keep bags) 
Thursday, June 6th: 6th grade students turn in laptops and chargers. Bag is kept over 
the summer. 
 
PTSA: It is hard to believe that the school year is coming to a close and our last 

Hornsby PTSA meeting will be this Monday, May 20th.  This meeting will be short, 

but full of great information, and an election of next year's Executive Board, so please 

join us at 5:45pm in the media center at Hornbsy Middle School.  This is a great 

chance for our students and families to vote on the Hornsby PTSA Executive Board for 

the 2019-2020 school year and to hear about the exciting things happening at the 8th 

grade dance.   

8th grade parents and Hawks: Please remember the Stepping Up Ceremony on June 

12th at 2:00pm at Warhill High School. Parking will be on the side of the school closest 

to the main road.  

The 8th Grade Dance can use your help!  While it is for the 8th grade students we 

would love to have the 6th and 7th grade parents assist with volunteering at the 

event.  That would give our 8th grade parents a chance to help their children get ready 

for the dance and send them off in style.  If you are interested in helping with your time 

or with a supply donation please see the Sign-Up Genius for areas that still need 

help: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0d49aaa72aa7fb6-8thgrade    

The 8th grade dance, A Night of a Thousand Stars, is a semi-formal event on June 

7th from 7pm -10pm. Tickets are $10 and will include a DJ, food, games, and a photo 

booth. Tickets will be sold in student homerooms at the beginning of the day starting 

May 28th. This is an exciting time for our 8th grade Hawks and SOAR expectations are 

expected. Beginning Monday, May 20th, any disciplinary infraction resulting in an in-

school suspension (ISS), out-of-school suspension (OSS), or three separate ACS 

assignments by administration with exclude students from the dance.  If a ticket has 

already been purchased the money will be refunded. Please reach out to Nurse Vona 

for semi-formal wear if needed. We are so proud of our Hawks! 

Field Day is just around the corner!  The Hornsby PTSA  could use help passing out 

popsicles and water to the students.  This is usually a warm day, so our Hornsby 

Hawks are always grateful for the cold treats!  If you would like to help pass out frozen 

pops please contact me at jill@storybookworldtravel.com.  The gym teachers would 

also like parent help with other aspects of Field Day.  If you are interested in helping 

them lead an activity please contact your child's gym teacher. 

The Hornsby PTSA provides pizza and drinks for the 8th grade students after 

school before they head to the Stepping Up Ceremony.  We are in need of a few 

adults that would be able to help hand out pizza to the waiting students on Wednesday, 

June 12th from 12:15-1:30 in the afternoon.  If you are interested in helping hand out 

pizzas please contact me at jill@storybookworldtravel.com. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0d49aaa72aa7fb6-8thgrade
mailto:jill@storybookworldtravel.com
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WANTED:  Library Books 

All library books are due on Friday, May 31st.   

Starting Monday May 20th, students will only be able to check out one book at a time 

from the library.  Students who return all their library books by May 31st will enter their 

name in a poster ruffle. 

All you have to do is return your library books by May 31st for a chance to win a 

poster of your choice! 

 

Gifted testing will take place May 28th, 29th, and 30th. If you would like to refer your 

child, please contact Julia Roketenetz at Julia.Roketenetz@wjccschools.org. Referral 

forms must be turned in by May 20th. 

Sports Physicals will be offered on 3 dates: 

                Thursday May 16th at JAMES BLAIR from 4:00 to 6:00 – cost $25 

                Wednesday June 5th at HORNSBY from 3:30 to 6:30 – cost $20 

                Thursday June 6th at TOANO from 3:00 to 5:00 – cost $25 

Any middle school student can attend any of the sessions at any of the middle schools. 

 
With the advent of warm weather please take a moment to review the dress code 

found on the main Hornsby webpage, on the left side, near the bottom. Part of 

doing our best and being successful every day relies on looking and feeling our best. 

Clothing and dress can be a form of individual expression; however, it should convey a 

sense of personal pride and confidence found in a professional setting, such as a 

school.  

Parents/Guardians – If you have moved and HMS does not have your new address 
please contact Marcia, Registrar, at (757)565-9438.  Items needed for a change of 
address: 2 proofs of residency, and the Residency Affidavit completed.  Please 
remember, we have some students going to high school in the fall and this may impact 
which school your student will attend.  Have a great weekend and I’m looking forward to 
hearing from these families. 
 
Nurse Vona’s Dress for Success Closet:  Nurse Vona is requesting donations of new 

or gently used semiformal wear for stepping up and 8th grade dance.  Male and female 

clothing in all sizes is needed.  Shoes, bow ties, button down shirts or polos, dress 

pants, and dresses are all needed.  Donations may be sent to the Hornsby clinic with 

students or delivered between 7:30 and 3:30 by parents.  Also, if there are any students 
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that need to utilize Nurse Vona’s Dress for Success Closet, please encourage them to 

stop by clinic or see any adult in the school for assistance. 

Student tech tip: there is a Tech Kiosk available to students each day in room 1105 

to assist with repairs and mechanical issues. 

Schedule: 

Monday/Tuesday/Friday: 9:00-10:00 am 

Wednesday/Thursday: 8:15-9:15 

 
If you are picking your child up from school or they are riding a different bus, 

please make sure you send a note and ask them to turn it into the office. 

Important Dates: 
May 27: Memorial Day Schools and Offices Closed 

June 7: SOLabration (field day activities) 

June 7: 8th Grade Dance 7-10pm 

June 12: MS Early Release: 12:25pm 

June 12: Stepping Up (8th grade ceremony) 2pm at WHS 

June 13: Early Release 12:25pm 

June 20: Report Cards Mailed Home 

 

Thank you!!! 

All our students are showing their academic prowess on the SOL’s. You are doing an 

outstanding job! We are proud of you. 

Thank you to all the parents for supporting our students! 

Teachers have been working hard proctoring, monitoring, and doing hall duty. Thank 

you! Also, thank you for contacting parents for expedited retakes.  

Thank you to all students who were not testing this week who remained respectfully 

quiet and were flexible about their schedules. 

 

A big thank you to Mrs. Schweitzer and the team for organizing all of this! 

Our students are wonderful! Students have been following the Hawk expectations. 

Our Hawks SOAR! 

Hornsby Hawks SOAR 
Safe 

Organized 



 

Accountable 

Respectful 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


