
On behalf of the J. Blaine Blayton Elementary PTA 
Executive Board, we welcome new and returning 
families for a fun and productive year.  Let us know 
how we can improve and enrich your child's educa-
tional experience.  Contact us at 
jbblaytonpta@gmail.com. We look forward to working 
with you.

Angie Whitehead, President
I am pleased to be returning to the Executive Board 
for a second year. I am a wife and mother to two boys.  
My oldest son is a second grader and his younger 
brother is a preschooler at King of Glory Preschool.  A 
few years ago, our family was rescued by a boxer 
named Roxie.  I am a Virginia Tech Hokie and a 
Licensed Soil Scientist, operating my own environ-
mental consulting firm.  I have always enjoyed learn-
ing and I hope my boys find a similar joy.  I appreciate 
the opportunity to support the Blayton community 
through my involvement with the PTA.  I am honored 
to be a part of an organization dedicated to giving our 
children a voice and look forward to working together 
with other families to achieve that goal.

Stephanie Reardon, VP Fundraising
I would like to start off by saying WELCOME TO 
JBB to our new teachers as well as our new students 
for the 2014/2015 school year!  (continued on page 2)
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J. BLAINE BLAYTON
PTA

UPCOMING EVENTS

From the
 Principal...

Dear Blayton Families:

It is my pleasure to welcome you all to Blayton 
Elementary as we begin the 2014-2015 school year! 
Our WJCC Vision Statement is pursuing excellence 
and championing the success of all students. Specifi-
cally at Blayton Elementary we are guided by our 
possibility statement in that J. Blaine Blayton 
Elementary is a student centered community where:

We engage in learning.
We value each other.

We collaborate as partners.
Our most important goal is student learning. We want 
every child to have an exceptional learning environ-
ment and have a talented staff dedicated to partnering 
with you for your child’s success. 

As most of you know our school mascot is the 
bumblebee and so we have four “buzz words” hang-
ing on banners in the main hallway on which we 
continually place our focus: Respect, Learning, 
Collaboration and Community. We aim for a respect-
ful learning environment and continually remind our 
students to “Bee” Kind, “Bee” Respectful and “Bee” 
Your Best Every Day. 

This year we respectfully ask for your support in 
having your child here and on time each day, ready to 
learn. Monitoring your child’s homework,

(continued on page 2)

Elizaeth Pell, Assistant Principal
elizabeth.pell@wjccschools.org

Paula M. Hu�man, Principal
paula.hu�man@wjccschools.org 757-565-9300

From the Executive
Board

September 9:
PTA Meeting
4:15 p.m.
Media Room

September 11:
Spirit Night
Zpizza and
Sweet Frog

September  18:
Back-to-School
Night 6-8 p.m.

October 14:
PTA Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Media Room

October 16:
Spirit Night
Buffalo Wild
Wings

October 22:
Early 
Release
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The Williamsburg-James City School Board generally meets on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 
7:00 p.m.  Here are some actions taken by the Board this summer:

• Lunch prices for Williamsburg-James City County Schools are set to increase by 10 cents for the 2014-2015 
school year as the division continues to participate in the National School Lunch Program, which provides free 
and reduced-price lunches to students.

• The School Board established a policy supporting mothers who are breastfeeding by designating special private 
areas in each school facility – other than a restroom – where mothers can express milk.
• E-cigarettes are now officially on the list of tobacco and nicotine vapor products that staff, students and com-
munity members may not use on school grounds, on school buses or at school activities in Williamsburg and 
James City.  The move comes after Virginia's General Assembly enacted a law during the 2014 legislative 
session requiring public school systems to prohibit the use of e-cigarettes in those scenarios.

• The School Board approved standardizing recess time across the division.  The standardized times are: K&1st: 
30 minutes, 2nd & 3rd: 25 minutes, 4th & 5th: 20 minutes

• The School Board voted to keep the five-minute extension to the elementary school day through the 2014-15 
school year and allow Superintendent Steve Constantino to authorize additional time to be added to the end of 
the elementary school day if inclement weather were to force schools to close for longer than the allotted 
makeup days already in place. No changes were made to the middle and high school days. 

WJCC School Board

Welcome back to school!  My name is Elizabeth Pell and this is 
my first year serving as the Assistant Principal at J. Blaine 
Blayton.  I served as the Assistant Principal at D.J. Montague 
last year, which was my first year working in WJCC.  The 
2014-2015 school year will be my 19th year working as either 
a teacher or administrator.  I spent 17 years working in York 
County Schools.  I taught second and fourth grades for eight 
years before taking an administrative position.

My family moved to Williamsburg six years ago and once my 
daughters were old enough to begin school,  I was fortunate to 
find a position closer to home.  Last year as a JBB parent, I was 
impressed with the school culture and excellent communication!  

If there is ever anything I can do to assist you, please do not 
hesitate to contact me.  I am excited about working at JBB this 
year.   I look forward to meeting all of you!

From the Assistant Principal

AUGUST & SEPTEMBER 2014

The PTA would like to send out a huge thank you to two of our JBB students, Camden 
and Jamie Hubbard of Suter’s Printing! They donated personalized note pads to each 
of our teachers. What a great way to welcome back the teachers and let them know we 
appreciate them and all they do. Camden and Jamie, you made their day!!



having them read each evening and practice math facts throughout the year are also positive ways to support 
learning. I firmly believe that children need time to play, relax and spend quality time with loved ones each day. 
Know that your strong family support makes all the difference in their physical and emotional readiness to learn. 

We appreciate you as partners in learning. Our Assistant Principal, Elizabeth Pell and I have an open door 
policy for all Blayton families. Please feel free to contact us with any question, concern or suggestion to 
improve your child’s experience.  We look forward to a great year together and hope to see you at Back to 
School Night on September 18th at 6:00 p.m.

                     Paula Huffman, Principal  
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From the Executive Board - Continued
I am pleased to be a part of our PTA this year as the new VP of Fundraising and I look forwarding to meeting 
all the new and returning families to JBB as the school year begins.  Just a little bit about myself: my husband 
Jimmie and I have twin boys that are going to start first grade, and a nine year old german shepard named Zeus. 
I spent 10 years as a banker in Virginia Beach before I met my husband and we moved to Williamsburg. I 
worked as a Gift Accountant with the College of William & Mary and then for three years as a bookkeeper for a 
small, local accounting firm.  Once my twins came along, I stayed home for their first four years to be a full 
time mom and I loved every minute of it.  As they started school I started working part time in the cafeteria at 
DJ Montague, which has given me the opportunity to get back out there in the working world and still be home 
for my children.  I look forward to helping our children and the school have a great, fun-filled year!

Heather Moore, V.P. Hospitality
My husband and I have an active family including three children and two large Labs; Kai is a 3rd grader, Kira 
is a 2nd grader, Kensington is three years old and attending a local pre-school, and Brooks & Riley eagerly wait 
for everyone to return home!  My degree is in English and Secondary Education.  My career path has included 
sales/upper management, owning a personalized gift/stationery shop and now staying at home with our 
children.  I am an advocate of the public school system and have an enormous appreciation for great teachers 
and their efforts towards shaping our children’s lives.  Our family volunteers in many capacities and our com-
mitment to our children’s schools will always be a top priority.  I look forward to working with all people 
willing to better our school and community in any way possible!

Courtenay Ross-Mason, Treasurer
I'm excited to be joining the JBB PTA board for the very first time!  I'm a local Realtor with William E. Wood 
& Associates and enjoy finding activities that allow me to give back to this wonderful community!  I thought 
this would be a great opportunity to meet other parents and to share my time with a wonderful organization that 
is dedicated to enriching our children's school experience.  My son Brady is a second grader and my youngest 
son Noah is just beginning his Bumble Bee experience as an excited kindergartner!  I look forward to meeting 
you all and welcome any suggestions throughout the year. 

Keira Reese, Secretary
I am excited to be serving on the Executive Board for the first time! I am looking forward to another busy 
school year and hope that I will have a chance to get to know many more JBB parents and staff members 
through this opportunity. I have two boys, Andrew (3rd) and Benjamin (kindergarten), at JBB this year. My 
oldest, Maya, just graduated from Blayton and is across the way at Hornsby. I grew up right here in Williams-
burg and attended WJCC public schools from kindergarten -12th grade too! I am looking forward to all of the 
fun PTA events this year and hope that you all have a wonderful school year.
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From the Principal - Continued
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Fall Spirit Nights 5-8 pm
Thursday, September 11   Zpizza and Sweet Frog
Thursday, October 16       Buffalo Wild Wings
Thursday, November 13   Chick fil A
Thursday, December 11    Francesco's (all day)

Help Wanted!
Please contact  jbblaytonpta@gmail if you are inter-
ested in any of the following positions.

Enthusiastic Scrapbookers or Shutterbugs  JBB PTA 
seeks one or more team players that enjoy variety to 
fill the Yearbook coordinator position.  No experience 
necessary. Flexible work hours. Work from home.  
Time Commitment: Part-time, Temporary, spread 
throughout the Fall, heavier with yearbook prep in 
February-March.  Duties include taking photographs 
of programs and events at JBB. With assistance of 
volunteers, compile and prepare the JBB Yearbook 
utilizing digital photo album software.  Coordinate 
with Candid Color Photography representatives.

BoxTop Coordinator  Part-time (1 hour/month). Work 
from home, work alone or as a team. Will train. This 
coordinator leads the Box Tops for Education® 
program at JBB. Coordinators are passionate about 
kids and schools, and an enthusiastic coordinator can 
make a big difference in the success of a school’s Box 
Tops for Education® program. Responsibilities 
include: (with the help of volunteers) organize, trim, 
count and submit in October and February all the Box 
Tops collected by the school, and communicate the 
school’s earnings progress and new opportunities to 
earn with Box Tops to school supporters through the 
PTA newsletter and email.

Farm Fresh 1234 Coordinator  Part-time (1 hour/mo), 
work from home, work alone or as a team. No experi-
ence necessary.  Utilize the easy-to-follow guide 
provided by Farm Fresh to help JBB take advantage 
of resources for a successful program.  Receipts are 
collected from September – May.  Knowledge of 
spreadsheets or adding machine/calculator helpful.  
The coordinator will promote the Farm Fresh 1234 
program and notify families of opportunities to earn 
Bonus Points.  As a coordinator, you can help earn 
additional points for JBB!

Book Fair Volunteer Coordinator: Part-time (4-6 
hours total), temporary, team player. JBB PTA seeks 
avid Bibliophile to work closely with Linda Keller, 
Media Specialist, to schedule volunteers for the Fall 
(Nov 17 – Nov 24) Scholastic Book Fair.  Duties 
include:  sale set-up, staffing and sales, inventory 
control, and tear-down. 

This year the JBB PTA is proud to partner
with TayleyT's (a JBB family-owned business) to 
offer a full selection of spirit wear.  Order forms will 
be available at Back to School Night, on the PTA 
website, and in your child's class folder.  New car 
magnets are available for $5. Contact  
jbbblaytonpta@gmail.com to purchase or look for 
our table at Back to School Night.

Spirit Wear

September 12 -26, 2014 with online ordering available 
again this year.  Look for more information soon.

2nd Tuesday of each Month) in the JBB Media Center.  
We hope to provide childcare during our meetings for 
children age 12 months – 4 years beginning in October.

Tuesday, September 9 at 4:15pm (quorum needed to 
vote on budget)
Tuesday, October 14 at 6:30pm
Tuesday, November 11 at 4:15pm (Special Informa-
tion Session with Keeley Garrett, School Nurse)

PTA Gen. Mtg. Schedule

Family Fun Night
Thursday, October 30        AMF Bowling Lanes

Pet Supplies Drive Coordinator: Part-time (8-10 hours 
total), temporary (Nov 10-14, 2014), entry-level. 
Promotes the event and coordinates the collection and 
delivery of pet supplies to Heritage Humane Society. 
The coordinator is assisted by the school student council 
and parent volunteers. Dog-and-cat people accepted!

Help Wanted!
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JBB-PTA Rebates Programs
Help earn cash and equipment for our school.
This year, we will continue with our rebates program.  Many of you know how this works.  Please remember to 
re-link your Food Lion and/or Martin’s cards to JBB (it has to be done annually).  Target’s Red Card only needs 
to be set up once.   Once you link your cards to JBB, the school will get back a percentage of your purchases as 
a school rebate.  Below are links you can use to link your account: 

http://www.martinsfoods.com/aplus

https://www.foodlionmvprewards.com/mvp_registration/cardno.php

https://www-secure.target.com/redcard/tcoe/home

Box Tops For Education
General Mills provides cash for schools and PTAs based on box tops submitted.  We raised well over $1000 last 
year and it really helps!  Simply, collect box tops and send them in with your child.

Labels For Education
Collect points for JBB with Campbell’s Soup, BIC Pens and other products.  The school
redeems the points for merchandise.  Remember to clip the UPC(bar) code along with
the Labels for Education logo.

Farm Fresh Receipts
Send in the bottom portion of your receipts marked “Your Total for 123-4 is” and we can
use the points to purchase educational materials such as books, math games, musical
instruments, or sports equipment. 

Submit your boxtops, labels and receipts to the school via your child’s teacher or the box in the front lobby.  
 

Help Wanted - st i l l  m o re vo l u nt e e rs a re n e ed ed!!
Holiday Gift Shoppe Coordinator-in-training: Part-time, 
temporary (Dec 15-19, 2014), on-the-job training 
provided.  Works under the direct supervision of the 
Senior Holiday Gift Shoppe Coordinator.  Trainee will 
be encouraged to apply for the senior coordinator 
position in 2015 (and would be accepted!).  The 
coordinator-in-training will promote the event, solicit 
and schedule volunteers, coordinate with teachers for 
classroom previews and run the event. Busy during the 
week surrounding the event.  Learn from the best!



The world needs to know your inner artist!

     

Be Part of PTA’s Re�ections® Program

 
 

“The world would be a better place if...”

More information on the contest including requirements and entry forms can be found on the school’s PTA 
links.  You may contact Karen Peterson with any questions regarding reflections at kedpeterson@verizon.net.

Submissions for the contest are due on Friday, October 18 in the main office.

2014-2015 Theme:

Categories in Primary (K-2) and Intermediate (3-5)
Dance Choreography  •  Film Production  •  Literature

Music Composition  •  Photography  •  Special Artist  •  Visual Arts
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