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THE HIVE BUZZ 

From our PTA President, Angie Whitehead… 

Advocacy is the backbone of PTA and voting is the right of every member. 

Part of the PTA’s threefold mission is to speak on behalf of all children 

and youth before governmental bodies and other organizations.  

It is so important that the Virginia PTA effectively represent its members. 

We can only do this by educating members on important issues facing 

our students, teachers and schools and holding a fair and accurate vote.  

Members of the PTA are asked to VOTE on two legislative issues as part 

of the 2016 VA PTA Proposed Legislation Program (PLP). Some of these 

issues may raise questions or concerns. If you have any questions about 

these items, the rationale or history, please do not hesitate to contact the 

committee at legislation@vapta.org or visit 

http://www.vapta.org/legislation-education.html for more information. 

The first proposed position statement supports the development of a 

technology funding formula that will provide predictable and continuing 

revenue for educational technology and equipment. The second proposed 

position statement supports the adoption of parent engagement plans at 

the state and local level.  

 

Members, please cast a vote before October 22, 2015 

so that your VA PTA Legislation committee is 

effectively advocating on your behalf.  Contact 

jbblaytonpta@gmail.com to access the PLP ballot. 

 

 

2015-2016 Administration 

Amy Stamm, Principal 

(amy.stamm@wjccschools.org) 

Elizabeth Pell, Assistant Principal 

(elizabeth.pell@wjccschools.org) 

(757-565-9300) 

 

 

2015-2016 PTA Board 

Angie Whitehead, President 

Tracie Sims, Vice President - 

Fundraising 

Heather Moore, Vice President - 

Hospitality 

Carolyn Menker, Treasurer 

Keira Reese, Secretary 

jbblaytonpta@gmail.com 

 

October 8 
5-8 PM  

Spirit Night (pg. 2) 

October 9 
10:00-3:35  

Walk of the Bumblebees  

(pg. 5) 

October 16 
6-8 PM  

Free Movie Night (pg. 5) 

October 30 
10:30 AM  

Kindergarten Halloween 

Parade 

October 30 
1:31 PM  

Early Release 

November 3 
NO SCHOOL! Election Day 

November 11 
2:30-3:15 PM  

Veterans Day Program 

(GYM) 

November 11 
3:30 PM 

General PTA Meeting 

(Media Center) 

 

mailto:amy.stamm@wjccschools.org
mailto:elizabeth.pell@wjccschools.org
mailto:jbblaytonpta@gmail.com
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Important News from inside the hive… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

From our Principal, Amy Stamm… 

We have had a wonderful start to our 2015-2016 school year.  Our teachers and staff have really laid the 

foundation to support our vision of “Working together for each student every day!”.  Since the start of school, 

our students have just thrived in a safe and nurturing environment that has really fostered their growth 

developmentally, academically, socially, and emotionally.  Small group instruction in reading and math, data 

driven decisions and meaningful relationships are among the many wonderful components that contribute to the 

positive impact our staff and teachers are having on each student every day at JBB.  

Throughout the past month, our school has worked to establish positive behavior habits and relationships through 

our Positive Behavior expectations.  At JBB our students and staff live by “Bee” Kind, “Bee” Respectful, and 

“BEE” Your Best Every Day! Our students demonstrate a great sense of “Hive Pride” with each act of kindness, 

each demonstration of respect, and through his/her own personal motivation to do his/her best.  Thank you to all 

of our families who help to support these positive behaviors and who help reinforce the demonstrations of good 

citizenship in your child. 

At JBB we value parents as our partners and we are grateful for all that you do to support our teachers, staff, the 

administration, and most importantly, your child. Our Back-to-School Night was a huge success and on behalf 

of everyone at JBB, I want to personally thank all of our families who attended this event on September 24th.  

We recognize that a child’s first teacher is their family and we thank YOU for what you do to support their love 

for school and for developing the many life skills that will help them to be successful in their future.  We do ask 

that you please continue to read with your child at home, encourage the use of real-life math skills by cooking 

together or when visiting the grocery store, and do take time to enjoy watching their learning grow. 

As we move into the next month of school, we have a lot of exciting events coming up. Please be sure to check 

the “Upcoming Events” notice that was sent home with your child to see the next opportunity to join us at JBB.  

You may also find all information on website at wjccschools.org/jbb.  Also please check out our twitter page at 

https://twitter.com/?lang=en@WJCCBlayton for what’s happening in the classrooms, for any transportation 

delays, for all upcoming events, and any other Blayton related information.  

Again, we thank you for all that you do and for entrusting your child’s education with us at Blayton Elementary.  

Always know that I welcome you to contact me at any time and I value our partnership in your child’s education. 

Sincerely, 

Amy H. Stamm, Principal 

 

 

THE HIVE BUZZ 

 

Thursday, October 8, 5-8pm  

JBB Spirit Night at Sweet Frog and Zpizza.  
Be sure to tell them you’re dining with JBB! 
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News from the “Centers” of the Hive… 

  

THE HIVE BUZZ 

  

Guidance, Ms. Nice 

Classroom guidance lessons have 

begun! I will be in every classroom 

each month discussing topics that 

support our school motto – “Be Kind. 

Be Respectful. Be Your Best Every 

Day.” With a new school year comes 

new opportunities to make friends, so 

for the month of October we will 

specifically focus on Friendship. As 

Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “The 

only way to have a friend is to be 

one.” 

This fall we will begin Small Group 

Counseling on Friendship and Social 

Skills. If your child’s classroom 

teacher has identified your child as a 

student who could benefit from being 

in one of these groups, a permission 

slip will be coming home in your 

child’s folder. 

Looking for information on free 

resources and opportunities available 

in the community? Check out the 

“Latest Counseling News” on our 

JBB Counseling webpage at 

http://wjccschools.org/jbb/counselin

g/. Feel free to contact me if you have 

any questions or concerns. I can be 

reached by email at 

Lynette.nice@wjccschools.org or by 

phone at (757) 565-9300 ext. 41233. 

Media Center, Ms. Keller 

September, being the start of the 

new school year, is a very busy 

month in the Library Media Center.  

Our bumblebees are so excited to 

check out the new books that just 

arrived.  The school year got off to a 

good start with students getting a 

refresher lesson in taking good care 

of their library books. Third and 

fourth graders helped teach the 

students in kindergarten, first, and 

second grades by making book care 

bookmarks for them to enjoy!   The 

fourth and fifth graders are all eager 

to get started with the Battle of the 

Books. Of course, the question so 

many students keep asking is, 

“When is the book fair?”  The 

answer – November 13-18.   Watch 

for details in the next PTA 

newsletter. 

 

ART, Ms. Bond 

Please be sure to check your child’s 

center schedule to know which day 

is their ART day. Feel free to send 

a smock/shirt/apron to keep in their 

classroom cubbies that they can 

quickly put on before coming to the 

art room. We are always using 

different materials and I can’t make 

guarantees. 

JBB artists have been doing lots of 

painting lately! We’ve been making 

painted tapestries/rugs. 

Kindergarten artists are working on 

their self-portraits, and first grade 

artists have read The Dot by Peter 

Reynolds and painted circle 

paintings. Look for all works of art 

in the hallways of Blayton in the 

near future! 

 

 

 

Follow us on Facebook for all the 

latest updates 

www.facebook.com/jbbpta 

 

 

Interested in 
volunteering at 

JBB? 

Volunteer opportunities exist at the school, at home, and in the 

community. Complete this volunteer survey to share your 

interests. Thank you for supporting JBB with your time and 

talents.  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RK7KKJN 
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From the “Centers” of the Hive continued… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

THE HIVE BUZZ 

Computer, Ms. Kimbrough 

Students were reminded about online safety and the parts of 

the computer.  Everyone has used Pixie 4 to create fantastic 

pictures.  This wonderful paint program not only inspires 

creativity, but also teaches the fundamentals of using a 

mouse, adding and changing text, finding and formatting 

pictures, and using a variety of painting tools. 

Kindergarteners through 2nd graders used Pixie to create 

pictures of settings and characters after “reading” animated, 

talking story books.  Third graders learned the home row 

using correct finger position for typing.  Fourth graders 

practiced their word processing skills by changing fonts, 

size, and color.  Additionally, they added and formatted 

pictures from Pixie to make their work more exciting.   Stop 

by the display case outside of the Media Center to see some 

of the works created by the students. 

If you have not signed the Technology Acceptable Use 

Policy (AUP), please do so.  Students who do not have a 

signed AUP on file will be unable to use any of the school’s 

technology.  It was the yellow form sent home the first week 

of school.   

 

Gym, Ms. Cristian 

We have had a great start to the school year in the 

bumblebee gym.  Students have been learning rules and 

expectations and actively participating in 

Cardiorespiratory Exercise.  Ask your child who Cardio 

Kid is and what type of exercise he likes to do.  If you 

have a 4th or 5th grade child ask him or her what fitness 

pretests they have completed in class sofar. During the 

month of October students will be using pedometers, 

throwing and catching beanbags, balls and footballs, 

performing fitness tests, climbing the rock wall and 

developing soccer skills. 

Proper footwear:  It is important for the safety of all our 

students that they wear safe shoes for participating in 

physical education class. They should have on shoes that 

fit this description:  Socks, shoes that cover the entire 

foot, flat rubber soles, laces or ties.  Slip on, crocks, boots, 

flip flops or sandals are not acceptable.  If a student 

forgets to wear the proper shoes I have a small supply of 

extra shoes that students can wear during P.E. class. 

Please help your child to remember to wear safe shoes on 

their P.E. day. 

Can you help? :  I am in need of tissues and shoes for 

the shoe bank. I need size 12, 13, 1, and 2 size shoes. 

How can I help JBB from home? 

By participating in these programs our school receives much needed funds and supplies: 

 Link you Martin's Supermarket card through their A+ Program (online or in 

store) http://martinsfoods.com/savings-and-rewards/rewards-program/aplus/ 

 Link you Target Red Card through their Take Charge of Eduction Program (online or in store) https://www-

secure.target.com/redcard/tcoe/home 

 FarmFresh1324 – No More Receipts! Every time you shop at Farm Fresh and scan your key tag, JBB will 

automatically earn points! (Forgot your tag?  Tell the cashier – they will have the barcode) 

 Collect Box Tops and turn in at school. Don't let them expire – we submit Box Tops all 

year.  http://www.boxtops4education.com/ 

 Collect Campbell's Soup label and turn in at school  https://www.labelsforeducation.com/ 

 
 

  
 

 
 

http://martinsfoods.com/savings-and-rewards/rewards-program/aplus/
https://www-secure.target.com/redcard/tcoe/home
https://www-secure.target.com/redcard/tcoe/home
http://www.boxtops4education.com/
https://www.labelsforeducation.com/
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The Hive is all a Buzz! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                         

  

Walk of the Bumblebees 

Friday October 9, 2015                      

 ☑  Collect Pledges 

 ☑  Return Pledges to Your Teacher 

 ☑  Wear Your Walking Shoes 

 ☑  Bring a Waterbottle 

 ☑  Have Fun 

Families come Walk with Your Bumblebee! 

3rd Grade: 10:00-10:45am 

4th Grade: 10:50-11:35am 

Kindergarten: 12:25-1:10pm 

1st Grade 1:15-2:00pm 

5th Grade 2:05-2:50pm 

2nd Grade 2:55-3:35pm 

SUPPORT JBB and WIN! Prizes awarded for most 

pledges collected, most money collected, and many 

door prizes for anyone turning in a donation.  Special 

prizes for staff members, too:  Great Wolf Lodge Day 

passes, Norfolk Admirals Hockey Prize Package, 

Lunches with the Principal, Wendy's Junior Frosties, 

Target gift cards, Traditions Golf Package, Pizza 

Party, Slurpees, and more! 

Contact jbblaytonpta@gmail.com for additional 

Sponsorship and Donation Pledge Forms. 

 

 

 
On Friday, October 16th from 6-8pm, you and your 

family are invited to join the rest of the JBB community 

in the gym for a FREE viewing of Alexander and the 

Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day and a good 

time! There will be FREE popcorn provided by Ace 

Peninsula Hardware and dinner available for purchase, 

but please feel free to bring a picnic dinner and chairs or 

blankets for seating. 

Brought to JBB by 

 

  

THE HIVE BUZZ 

 

 

 

 

Don't let Good Box Tops go Bad! 
Send in any Box Tops expiring before March 2016. Each 

Box Top is worth 10 cents to our school. 



Partnerships between parents, educators and children enhance children’s success. We know that children learn more and
have better lives when everyone in the school community works together to share thoughts and information and work on 
projects to benefit children.  The JBB PTA hosts programs that benefit the children at our school.  Last year some of the 
programs included:

 Provided approximately $9900 in grants and classroom allowances to enrich the classroom experience 
for our children.  

 Provided support of activities such as Read Across America Day, the School Garden and Cultural Arts 
performances.

 Provided an annual subscription to Reflex Math, an online math enrichment program

For this school year we are planning:
 Free Family Movie Night and Spring Carnival to encourage fellowship among families;
 Student Variety Show to celebrate student talents and gifts;
 Community Collection Drive to allow our families to serve and share with those in need;
 Continued support of classroom enrichment through the funding of grants, field trips, cultural arts and 

other programs. 

By becoming a member of JBB PTA, you can become an important part of helping to ensure that these plans become a 
reality.  We also welcome your new ideas for the benefit of our children.

Members of the JBB PTA receive:
 Weekly email updates, monthly newsletters, website access, discounts at local businesses, and 

legislative news; 
 Opportunities to make a difference in a child's life;
 Opportunities to make JBB PTA events a huge success by your participation;
 Opportunities to make our children, teachers, administrators, and staff feel valued.

Please join with us to make a difference in the education, health, and welfare of our children.  
If you’d like any additional information about the JBB PTA, please feel free to contact:

Angie Whitehead
jbblaytonpta@gmail.com

We look forward to having YOU as a member! 

Complete the form below and return it with your dues payment to your child's teacher.

J. Blaine Blayton Elementary PTA Annual Membership Dues
Member's Name

Member's Name

Business (optional)

Telephone # □home □mobile email

Child's Name

Grade/Teacher

Child's Name

Grade/Teacher

Amount Enclosed $ ($5 per member)

Optional Donation $


