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THE HIVE BUZZ 

From our PTA President, Angie Whitehead… 

Thank you for supporting the 5th Annual Walk of the Bumblebees! 

Our walkathon was a big success this year due to the giving spirit of 
many Blayton families.  The kids had a ton of fun walking, jogging, 
skipping, and dancing their way around the bus loop.  The sun was 
shining and a fall breeze was blowing.  We even had a special appearance 
by our own Blayton Bumblebee mascot!  This fun event is dependent on 
the support of Blayton families and local businesses.  So, a huge thank 
you to those who walked with the students and contributed to making this 
fundraiser a success.  We received donations in excess of $6400. Local 
businesses pledged over $2400 in support of our school!  We are thankful 
for the generosity of our neighbors. We look forward to returning these 
funds to the classroom and enhancing the learning experience of every 
Blayton student.   

Most Pledges (Class): Mrs. Sikes' class with 76 pledges ($338) 

Most Pledges (Student):  Carolina Swick with 62 pledges ($200) 

Largest Donation (Class):  Mrs. Ginder's class collectively donated $556 

Largest Donation (Student): Connor Salyer donated $440 

        

Parent-Teacher Conferences: November 18, 19, 20, 2015 

A parent–teacher conference is a time when people important in a 
student's life can talk about how that student is doing in school. It's 
a chance for you to ask questions about the class and your child's 
progress. It is also a time for you and the teacher to work together as 
a team to discuss ways you both can help your child. Teachers need 
your help to do a first-class job. See page 5 for helpful planning 
questions. 

 

2015-2016 Administration 

Amy Stamm, Principal 
(amy.stamm@wjccschools.org) 

Elizabeth Pell, Assistant Principal 
(elizabeth.pell@wjccschools.org) 

(757-565-9300) 

 

 

2015-2016 PTA Board 

Angie Whitehead, President 

Tracie Sims, Vice President - 
Fundraising 

Heather Moore, Vice President - 
Hospitality 

Carolyn Menker, Treasurer 

Keira Reese, Secretary 

jbblaytonpta@gmail.com 

 

November 3 
NO SCHOOL! 
Election Day 

November 11 
2:30-3:15 PM 
Veteran’s Day Program 

November 11 
3:15-4:00 PM 
General PTA Meeting 

November 13-18 
BOOK FAIR! 

November 18-20 
Early Release 
Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 

November 25 
Early Release! 

November 26 
NO SCHOOL! 
THANKSGIVING 
BREAK 

November 27 
NO SCHOOL! 
THANKSGIVING 
BREAK 

 

mailto:amy.stamm@wjccschools.org
mailto:elizabeth.pell@wjccschools.org
mailto:jbblaytonpta@gmail.com
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Important News from inside the hive… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

From our Principal, Amy Stamm… 

It is hard to believe we have completed our 1st quarter of the 2015-2016 school year.  Our students continue to 
delve into good books, explore math through hands-on manipulatives and processes, as well as, participate in 
collaborative opportunities that increase their critical thinking strategies and support real-world learning.   

The month of October was full of exciting events, activities, and experiences.  The students and staff at JBB 
united together against bullying and signed a “Bully-free” commitment banner which now hangs in the main 
hallway.  Also, several of our grade levels were able to experience learning outside of the classroom through 
off-campus field trips which helped to connect what they are learning in the class to real-life experiences. 
Along with that, during the second to last week of October, JBB students in grades 3-5 had the opportunity to 
use the built-in intervention and enrichment time (I/E) a little differently this year in order to maximize the 
strengths of the students and the staff.  The thirty-minute I/E time block has been a part of the Blayton master 
schedule for years and this year we decided to take the “all hands on deck” approach to a new level. At the 

beginning of the day from 9:25-9:55 students are given small group/individual prescriptive instruction based 
on need. Although this concept is not new to Blayton, we have altered how students in grades 3-5 experience 
this learning.  We have students assigned to different staff members throughout the building where they 
engage in enriching cross curricular project-based activities, leveled intervention support, and/or cross 
curricular kinesthetic learning which is fused in the area of math and reading based on each individual student. 
The I/E time is meant to be fluid and responsive to students by providing them with experiences that are 
supportive of where they are in relationship to what they are learning.  Changes will occur to who the student 
works with during this time as the homeroom teacher monitors each individual student’s strengths and areas of 

need. This time is a great time that maximizes the “all hands on deck” approach in order to remediate, pre-
teach, and enrich students. 

In the upcoming month students and staff are excited to share in the season of Thanksgiving, where we will 
have the opportunity to recognize the special people we are thankful for.  Blayton Elementary is thankful for 
the members of the armed services in our community and we plan to honor and show appreciation to them by 
hosting our annual Veterans Day celebration.  This celebration will be a time of gratitude to all of those who 
serve and have served in the armed forces to support our country and each one of us. We welcome you to join 
us in celebration on Tuesday, November 11th at 2:30 p.m. 

With the spirit of “thanks”, JBB would like to thank all of our families who supported our PTA events this past 

month. Our March of the Bumblebees was a HUGE success thanks to all of the efforts of our families, 

students, staff, and community and we cannot thank you enough! Also, we want to say thank you to our JBB 

families who attended the Family Movie Night.  It was truly wonderful to have families enjoying time 

together at JBB.                                               CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 

THE HIVE BUZZ 

 JBB SPIRIT NIGHT at TWO DRUMMERS! 
Join your fellow Bumblebees on November 12 from 5-8pm.  Be sure to tell 

them you’re dining with JBB! 
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News from the “Centers” of the Hive… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE HIVE BUZZ 

  

From 0ur Principal, Amy Stamm, continued. 

JBB would also like to recognize and thank our PTA for the continued support of our events, as well as, for their generosity with 
purchasing the educational programs BrainPOP and BrainPOP Jr.  Thank you PTA for providing such a valuable resource for our 
students.  

Lastly, parent/teacher conferences are November 18th, 19th and 20th which are also early release days. We look forward to seeing 
our parents during the times allotted by your child’s teacher.  This will be a great time to connect with your child’s teacher about 
his/her progress through this past 1st quarter and a time to set goals for the next quarter.  

Thank YOU as families for partnering with us in support of your child. We are thankful for YOU. 

Wishing you all a wonderful Thanksgiving,  

Amy H. Stamm, Principal 

 

Guidance, Ms. Nice 

Classroom guidance lessons are in full force as we continue 
discussing topics that support our school motto – “Be Kind. 

Be Respectful. Be Your Best Every Day.” With 

Thanksgiving and the holidays right around the corner, we 
will be spending the month of November specifically 
focusing on Generosity/Giving. 

We have also begun our Small Group Counseling on 
Friendship and Social Skills. The students are really 
enjoying spending lunch with their peers as they continue 
learning about how to be a good friend as well as best 
practices for positive interactions with others. 

Looking for information on free resources and opportunities 
available in the community? Check out the “Latest 

Counseling News” on our JBB Counseling webpage at 
http://wjccschools.org/jbb/counseling/. Feel free to 
contact me if you have any questions or concerns. I can be 
reached by email at Lynette.nice@wjccschools.org or by 
phone at (757) 565-9300 ext. 41233. 

Physical Education, Ms. Cristian 

Wow! October has really flown by in Physical education class.  
During this month students have been learning about muscular 
strength (Max) and muscular endurance (Maddy).  Kindergarten, 
first, second and third grade students climbed their way across 
the climbing wall and participated in games and stations to 
develop soccer skills and fitness.  In the next unit students will 
meet Flexy (Flexiblity) and they will be developing ball handling 
skills.  

Fourth and fifth graders are almost finished with fitness testing.  
The next step will be to set fitness score goals for each area of 
fitness.  The fourth and fifth graders were assessed on the 
overhand throwing skill and took a written quiz on heart health 
knowledge.   Students also practiced soccer skills this month. 
Parents of 4th and 5th grade students will receive a fitness report 
for your child in November. Please review this with your child 
and discuss ways in which your student can achieve their goals.  
I am happy to give ideas and suggestions.  
Carolyn.cristian@wjccschools.org 

PARTICIPATE AND JBB GETS FUNDS!!! 
Link you Martin's Supermarket card through their A+ Program (online or in 

store) http://martinsfoods.com/savings-and-rewards/rewards-program/aplus/ 
Link you Target Red Card through their Take Charge of Education Program (online or in store) https://www-

secure.target.com/redcard/tcoe/home 
FarmFresh1324 – No More Receipts! Every time you shop at Farm Fresh and scan your key tag, JBB will 

automatically earn points! (Forgot your tag?  Tell the cashier – they will have the barcode) 
Collect Box Tops and turn in at school. Don't let them expire – we submit Box Tops all 

year.  http://www.boxtops4education.com/ 
 Collect Campbell's Soup label and turn in at school  https://www.labelsforeducation.com/ 

 

      

 

 

http://martinsfoods.com/savings-and-rewards/rewards-program/aplus/#_blank
https://www-secure.target.com/redcard/tcoe/home#_blank
https://www-secure.target.com/redcard/tcoe/home#_blank
http://www.boxtops4education.com/#_blank
https://www.labelsforeducation.com/#_blank


 

 

\ 

 

    November 2015                                                          -4-                                             Volume 6, Issue 3 

BRIAN POP, BOOK FAIR, and Music, Oh My! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

THE HIVE BUZZ 

Computer, Ms. Kimbrough 

Ever feel overwhelmed by the choices of programs on TV for your child, which website is the best for learning science, or even if the 
movie is appropriate for your 5 year old?  Well, you are not alone.  Check out www.commonsensemedia.org to find the best holiday TV 
special of 2015 or best book list.  Common Sense Media “rates, educates, advocates for kids, families, and schools.”   Take a minute to 
explore the wealth of resources available.  Everything from “Best of” lists, to “Essential School Tools”, information on digital citizenship, 
and parent concerns. 

For our JBB students, the PTA has generously purchased a license to BrainPOP.com.   “BrainPOP engages students through animated 

movies, learning games, interactive quizzes, primary source activities, concept mapping and more.  They cover topics within Science, 
Math, Social Studies, English Language Arts, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Music, Health, Reading, and Writing.”(www.brainpop.com)  

That subscription includes BrainPOP (grades 3-8), BrainPOP Jr. (grades K-3), and BrainPOP Español. We have 24 hour access – 
both at school and at home.  From home, parents and students can access BrainPOP by using jbb as both 
the username and password (all lower case letters) to log in.   It is also a great resource for projects.  Check it out! 

 

Media Center, Ms. Keller 

The Scholastic Book Fair will take place from November 13 through 
November 18th.  The book fair will be open from 9:00-4:00 and during the first 
day of parent-teacher conferences.  This year’s theme is Monster Book Fair – 
Reading is so much fun you’ll get goosebumps!  Visit the fair web site at: 

http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/homepage.do?method=home
page&url=jblaineblaytonelemschool1.  The web site allows you to see a preview 
of some of the titles that will be available at the fair.  Additionally, online 
shopping is available starting on November 12th.  Scholastic will ship online 
orders to the school free of charge once the fair is over.  Don’t forget that you 

can donate books to your child’s classroom through the Classroom Wish List 

program.   

See you at the BOOK FAIR! 

 

Volunteer at the Book Fair! 

Shifts available each day:   

9:30-11:30am, 12:30-

2:00pm and 2:00-

4:00pm. 

Sign up to volunteer:  

http://www.signupge

nius.com/go/60B0B4

BAFA72FA31-

monster 

Music, Ms. Lin 

In music class, bumblebees are learning Patriotic 
songs in preparation for our Veterans Day 
assembly on November 11th.  They heard the story 
of The Star-Spangled Banner and learned the 
etiquette required because it is our national anthem.   

Kindergarteners learned the dance, Willowbee, and 
moved fast and slow to the song, Page’s Train. 

1st graders are learning about rhythms with 1 
sound, 2 sounds and no sound on a beat.   They also 
learned a snowball dance called Jump Jim Joe. 

2nd graders played the xylophones and 
glockenspiels for a fall song and game, Pass the 
Pumpkin and danced to the folk song, Shoo Fly.  

3rd graders learned the American singing games 
and dances: Tideo, Rocky Mountain, and Chicken 
on the Fencepost. They learned that 4 sounds on a 
beat are sixteenth notes. 

4th graders reviewed instruments of the orchestra in 
preparation for their field trip to the Virginia 
Symphony.   

5th grade general music students learned the 
Virginia Reel. They are also learning Jump Bands. 
Ask them all about it!   
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MORE NEWS FROM THE “CENTERS” OF THE HIVE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE HIVE BUZZ 

Clinic, Nurse Garrett 

In Good Health 

Influenza: Please prepare your family for the upcoming flu season.  If your child has been diagnosed with influenza by his or her 
primary care provider, please provide that information to the office when reporting your child’s absence.  

Wash hands frequently! One student involving Detroit school children showed that scheduled hand washing, at least four times a 
day, can reduce absences from viruses by more than 50%. (http;//www.isasnap.org/snap.org/snap/statistics.asp). 

Cough or sneeze into your sleeve if a tissue is not available NOT into your hands.  Keep your child home if they have a temperature 
greater than 100 degrees and a persistent cough.  They can return to school 24 hours after symptoms cease.  

Medications: Please provide the clinic with medication such as inhalers and Epi-Pens, if you child has a known conditions.  It is 
critical that we have these items available, even if your child has not had an episode/occurrence within the last few months.  You 
cannot tell when an asthma attack or allergic/anaphylactic reaction will occur, please help me provide a safe environment for you 
child.  

Food Allergies: Please check with you child’s teacher BEFORE bringing in food items for students.  The Food Allergy and 

Anaphylaxis Network have valuable information about food allergies and safety (www. Foodallergy.org). The most common 
allergens are peanuts and tree nuts.   

State Mandated Screenings (vision and hearing): Kindergarten, third grade and all transfer (outside division) students will be 
screened.  You will be notified if you child does not pass a particular screening.   

5th grade Parents – Dtap- Immunization required for entry into 6th grade. Please provide your child’s shot record once your child 

has received this vaccination.  Children can receive this vaccination if it has been 5+ years since their last booster. 

 

                  Preparing for your                           

                  Parent/Teacher Conference 

1. What are my child's strengths and weaknesses? What are some examples of each strength or weakness? 

2. Does my child speak or ask questions during the class and in any of the classroom activities? 

3. For the most part, does my child seem happy and to be adjusting well to school? 

4. Is my child getting along with others? Are there any classroom relationships or situations of which I need to be made aware? 

5. Have you noticed any changes in behavior with which I should be concerned? Is my child complaining of having trouble seeing the 
board or does my child seem sleepy? 

6. Does my child work up to his/her potential? 

7. How does my child approach test taking? 

8. What are some of the upcoming subjects the students will be studying, and how might we support these units from home? 

9. Does my child understand the expectations of this classroom? Is my child turning homework in on time? 

10. Is there an action plan we can develop to keep improving my child's progression? 
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MORE BUZZ WORTHY NEWS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PTA General Meeting 

November 11, 3:15-4:00 

JBB Gymnasium 

A brief meeting to update members on the success of 

our recent walkathon, share plans for program 

spending, and hear a message from the WJCC PTA 

Council President, Suzie Yeats.  Come for the Veteran's 

Program, stay for the PTA meeting! 

 

 

 

 

The JBB Reading/Writing Committee would like to initiate a 
new Book Swap program for our students.  Students will be 
given an opportunity to "bring a book, take a book" during 
lunch time on Fridays (11:30am - 1:30pm).  The program will 
be kicking off with a book drive to get the program started.  
Parents will have an opportunity to assist students with their 
selections, organize books by reading level, and share their 
love of books with students. More details coming soon... 

Sign up to volunteer: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4BAFA72F
A31-weekly 

THE HIVE BUZZ 

 

 

New Book Swap Program 
Coming soon! 

 

 

 

National School Psychology Awareness Week: 
Helping Students and Families Connect the 

Dots to Thrive in School and Beyond 

November 9-13, 2015 

School psychologists are members of the school staff who support students’ ability to learn and 

teachers’ ability to teach. We apply expertise in mental health, learning, and behavior to help 
children and youth succeed academically, socially, behaviorally, and emotionally. We provide direct 
support and interventions to students, such as individualized learning and behavioral assessments to 
identify students’ strengths and needs, academic and behavioral interventions, counseling, and 

social skills training. We also consult with teachers, families, and other educators to improve support 
strategies and school-wide practices and policies. We are in a unique position to ensure a positive 
school climate wherein children connect the dots and thrive. 

Contact Ms. Nice (contact information on page 3) or  

Ms. Stamm (contact information on page 1) for more information. 



BEEKEEPER SPONSORS $400 or greater

KOHLS
HIVE SPONSORS $250

HONEYCOMB SPONSORS $100

BUMBLEBEE SPONSORS $50

SUGAR & SPICE
FRANCESCOS

WILLIAMSBURG FORD 

Thank You! 
Walk A Thon Sponsors

PETE’S 
HEATING AND AC



for your Donation
5TH ANNUAL J BLAINE BLAYTON ELEMENTARY WALK A THON

Thank You!


