
A.P. LITERATURE SUMMER READING PROJECT 
2019 

GUIDELINES FOR REQUIRED WORK 

ASSIGNED TEXT: 

Acquire a copy of How to Read Literature like a Professor by Thomas Foster (you will not 

need to annotate, so an electronic version or a borrowed copy is fine). The book is 

recently revised, but either the revised edition or the previous is acceptable. In the 

previous edition, the information about the symbolism of weather is in chapter 10; it is 

in chapter 9 in the revised edition. All other chapters cover the same content in both 

editions. 

Read the Introduction and chapters 1, 9- or 10-15, 18-24, 26 and complete the Cornell 

Notes for How to Read Literature Like a Professor. This portion of the summer 

assignment should be completed neatly by hand on the organizer provided. 

Notes should be legible and thorough. 

NOTE: YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO READ UNASSIGNED CHAPTERS OR THE 

TEST CASE DURING THE SUMMER. 

NOVEL: 

Read and mark up (highlight/annotate) the novel you select. You will bring your 

annotated copy of the book to school on the first day of class. Use the study guide you 

created from How to Read Like a Professor to focus your reading.  

Complete the A.P. Literature Summer Reading Literary Analysis Assignment 

for your novel. Write neatly. In your responses, use complete sentences, and observe 

the rules of formal writing, including correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, and usage. 

(choose ONE from the list) 

 Frankenstein  Mary Shelley 

 The Shipping News E. A. Proulx 

 A Prayer for Owen Meany  John Irving 

 Invisible Man  Ralph Ellison 

You are expected to purchase or borrow a copy of How to Read Literature like a Professor and a copy of the 

novel you have chosen, and to turn in a completed notes organizer and a completed analysis of your novel.  

Your work should be your own; you should not consult other sources for your analysis of any of 

your texts. This includes study guides, films, or other people. Your work will be graded on both 

thoroughness and insight. Make sure that your work is legible. Assume that if you did not show 

it, we cannot know that you understood it, and that there will be a test. 

  



Rules of Formal/Academic Writing: AP Literature 

1. Write in the 3rd person; do not use 1st or 2nd person. 

1st person:  I, me, my, mine, we, our, ours, us, myself, ourselves 

2nd person: you, your, yours, yourself 

3rd person: he, she, they 

2. Do not use contractions.  (she’s = she is, don’t =do not, they’re=they are) 

3. Use blue or black ink for in-class writings, quizzes, and tests. 

4. Format titles appropriately. 

 Center the title of original essay on the first line. 

 Do not underline (italicize) or use quotation marks unless a title of another work is included in 

your title. 

Girls Just Wanna Have Fun:  Characterization in Madame Bovary 

Show Me the Money:  An Analysis of  Greed in “The Rockinghorse Winner”    

 Underline/italicize titles of books, plays, epics, movies, albums (longer works) 

 Quotation marks indicate titles of short stories, poems, television shows, songs 

Elyse loved reading The Giver but didn’t care much for “The Raven” or “The Tell-Tale 

Heart.” 

5. Use proper MLA heading and maintain standard 1 inch margins.  

6. Use 12 pt. font (Times New Roman is always appropriate) and double space. Do not add additional 

space between paragraphs. 

7. Write out one-digit numbers and use numerals for 10 and above. 

five, seven, 10, 17, 458 

*If the number begins the sentence, write it out 

One student forgot his notebook. 

8. Do not use vague words (“a lot” “get” “thing” “stuff”)  

9. Do not use abbreviations or slang. 

10. Do not write on the back of your paper on in-class writings. 

11. Avoid modals. (may, might, must, shall, should, will, would, can, could) 

12. Avoid passive voice. (be verb +past tense verb: “is given” “was noted” “is baked”) 

13. Skip lines on all drafts of in-class writings. 

14. Use present tense unless otherwise instructed. 

15. AP essays are still handwritten; illegible work will not be scored. Write neatly. 

 



A. P. LITERATURE SUMMER ASSIGNMENT RUBRIC 

 

CONTENT READING 

(How to Read Literature Like a Professor 

by Thomas Foster) 

Respond to the following sections of the content 

reading text using the organizer provided 

 Introduction 

 Quests/Journeys: chapter 1 

 Setting: chapters 9 or 10,19,20 

 Conflict: chapter 11 

 Symbols: chapters 12-15, 18 

 Symbols: 21-24, 26 

FICTION READING 

Apply understanding from content reading text to a 

work of fiction selected from the list on the front of 

this page, identifying significance of motifs, setting, 

conflict, and symbols. 

 read novel 

 complete Literary Analysis Assignment 

All materials should be placed in a large manila envelope with your first and last name clearly printed on the 

outside. There will be a box labeled for the materials on the counter in the main office.  

A CHECKLIST OF ITEMS TO TURN IN 

(these should be in your manila envelope) 

 Cornell Notes Organizer on How to Read Literature Like a Professor 

 A.P. Literature Summer Reading Literary Analysis Assignment 

 

You should place completed materials (Cornell Notes for How to Read Literature Like a Professor, A.P. 
Literature Summer Reading Literary Analysis Assignment) in a manila envelope (not a folder), clearly 

labeled as an AP Literature Summer Assignment and with your first and last name. Deliver 

materials to the Main Office and place in the box marked with the name of the course, located on the 

counter. Do not include books or notebooks. 

 

COMPLETED PROJECT IS DUE 

MONDAY, AUGUST 28, 2017 

 

 

 

 

COMPLETED PROJECT IS DUE MONDAY, AUGUST 26, 2019 


