
  updated 10/8/2015 

High School Honors Program FAQs 
 

What is an Honors Project? 
An Honors Project is an independent project initiated and developed by an individual student.  Honors Project 
proposals give WJCC high school students the opportunity to delve deeply into a subject of their choosing. The sky 
is the limit as far as choice of project, but strong commitment and solid research into the subject of the proposal 
are critical. A few examples of past and current projects have included: 
 

 Historical Fiction novella 
 Video Documentary- Williamsburg civil rights era  
 Running without stress (fractures) 
 Mathematical study of sustainable grazing 
 Creation of Williamsburg Astronomy society 
 Symphony for four instruments 
 Political activism for teens via Twitter 
 Sustainable guitar construction 
 Case studies of the psychology of mountain climbers 

 
How do I propose a project? 
Three times a year students may propose their project ideas and descriptions  to the Honors Committee. The 
committee includes three representatives from each WJCC High School as well as representatives from Central 
Office (James Blair). Students initially submit their proposals to their building facilitators (Ms. Hanks-Nicoll in 
counseling office 611 or Ms. Schauffler in the Media Center) before presenting to the whole committee.  Students 
must also complete a proposal cover sheet, which is located under Quick Links on the Lafayette High School home 
page.  Type your proposal description on a separate sheet of paper, thoughtfully answering the guiding questions 
found on the cover sheet: 
 

 What motivated your interest? What preliminary work have you done to plan for such a project? 
 What question are you trying to answer? What is your projected thesis? 
 What is your perception of the depth and complexity of the project?  
 What types of materials, research sources, etc., will you need? 
 What is the tangible product? What impacts/outcomes might this project have for you/others? 
 What four criteria might be appropriate to use to evaluate your project? 
 What is the project completion date? 

 
The first step is to submit your proposal to your school Honors committee. There are three dates to do this during 
the 2015-2016 school year: Tuesday, October 20th; Tuesday February 9th; and Tuesday, April 19th. Nine days later, 
you will present your proposal to the entire Honors Committee. The committee will read your proposal narrative 
and listen to your proposal ideas. The committee may have questions for you about the project. The purpose of 
the committee is to help guide students toward successful completion of their proposed project.  After the initial 
presentation honors proposals will be designated as Approved, Require Re-submission, or Not approved at this 
point in time. 

 
When do I propose a project: Freshman, Sophomore or Junior year? 
Students may submit honors project as early as freshman year and finish as early as junior year. It is common to 
propose a project in your sophomore year or in the first quarter of the junior year. Presenting a proposal later 
than the end of first semester during junior year makes it difficult to finish a project of the depth and complexity 
required of the Honors Seal. Seniors and juniors in their fourth quarter have passed the deadline to present a 
proposal to the committee. 
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What happens after I present my Honors Project Proposal to the WJCC Honors 
Committee? 
 

At Lafayette we have monthly cohort meetings during AEP which take place in the Media Center. Students have 
the chance to meet with other students involved in an Honors Project and to update one another about their 
progress. The monthly meetings also give the students a chance to request help with resources from the building 
facilitators. Meeting times during AEP will take place every 2nd Wednesday of the month from 10:20-10:45 as 
follows: October 14, November 11, December 9, January 13, February 10, March 9, April 13, May 11 and June 8. 

 
 

When does my project need to be completed? 
Ideally, students should complete the Honors Projects by the close of Winter Break during senior year. This allows 
adequate time to develop the culminating 15-30-minute presentation scheduled in May of the project completion 
year.  
This schedule also allows time to write a required 2-3 page thoughtful reflection. Honors candidates must finish 
the rubric of four criteria for assessment and have this ready for the review panel.      
 
 

What else is necessary to complete the Honors Program and receive the Honors Seal? 
 AP coursework  

Honors candidates must take a minimum of 5 AP courses across 3 content areas, and receive a grade no 
lower than C. They must take the required AP exams for that coursework.   

 
 Global Language 

Honors seal recipients must complete at least a 4-year sequence in one global language. 
 

 Community Service 
Honors Seal recipients also design and complete at least 25 hours of community service “voluntary unpaid 
work for the good of others.” The completion of the service project includes a log of hours verified by a 
supervising adult from the community organization. These hours must be in addition to hours required by 
any course, co-curricular activity, or any other school requirements. Students should complete their 
community service hours by the beginning of the senior year. The Honors and Community Service projects 
may be coordinated as two components of a single project. 

 
 

What have students who have completed Honors projects found to be the benefits? 

 The ability to take a strong interest or passion to a level beyond the normal high school curriculum 
 Self-knowledge and personal growth 
 Sense of accomplishment 
 Time management and organizational skills in preparation for post-secondary study 
 Ability to work with others 
 A self-designed building block for future study in undergraduate or graduate work 


