
A.P. LITERATURE SUMMER READING PROJECT 
 

GUIDELINES FOR REQUIRED WORK 

ASSIGNED TEXT: 

Acquire a copy of How to Read Literature like a Professor by Thomas Foster (you will not 

need to annotate, so an electronic version or a borrowed copy is fine). 

Read the Introduction and chapters 1, 10-15, 18-24, 26 and complete the Cornell Notes 

for How to Read Literature Like a Professor. This portion of the summer assignment 

should be completed neatly by hand on the organizer provided. 

NOTE: YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO READ CHAPTERS 2-9, 17-18, OR THE TEST 

CASE DURING THE SUMMER. 

NOVEL: 

Read and mark up (highlight/annotate) the novel you select. You will bring your 

annotated copy of the book to school on the first day of class. Use the study guide you 

created from How to Read Like a Professor to focus your reading.  

Complete the A.P. Literature Summer Reading Literary Analysis Assignment 

for your novel. 

(choose ONE from the list) 

 Reservation Blues by Sherman Alexie 

 Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro 

 The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver 

 Sophie’s Choice by William Styron 

 Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead 

 

You are expected to purchase or borrow a copy of How to Read Literature like a Professor and a copy of the 

novel you have chosen, and to turn in a completed notes organizer and a completed analysis of your novel.  

Your work should be your own; you should not consult other sources for your analysis of any of 

your texts. Your work will be graded on both thoroughness and insight. Make sure that your 

work is legible. Assume that if you did not show it, we cannot know that you understood it, and 

that there will be a test. 

  



A. P. LITERATURE SUMMER ASSIGNMENT RUBRIC 

 

CONTENT READING 

(How to Read Literature Like a Professor 

by Thomas Foster) 

Respond to the following sections of the content 

reading text using the organizer provided 

 Introduction 

 Quests/Journeys: chapter 1 

 Setting: chapters 10,19,20 

 Conflict: chapter 11 

 Symbols: chapters 12-15, 18 

 Symbols: 21-24, 26 

FICTION READING 

Apply understanding from content reading text to a 

work of fiction selected from the list on the front of 

this page, identifying significance of motifs, setting, 

conflict, and symbols. 

 read novel 

 complete Literary Analysis Assignment 

All materials should be placed in a large manila envelope with your first and last name clearly printed on the 

outside. There will be a box labeled for the materials on the counter in the main office.  

A CHECKLIST OF ITEMS TO TURN IN 

(these should be in your manila envelope) 

 Cornell Notes Organizer on How to Read Literature Like a Professor 

 A.P. Literature Summer Reading Literary Analysis Assignment 

 

You should place completed materials (Cornell Notes for How to Read Literature Like a Professor, A.P. 

Literature Summer Reading Literary Analysis Assignment) in a manila envelope, clearly labeled as an AP 
Literature Summer Assignment and with your first and last name. Deliver materials to the Main Office and 

place in the box marked with the name of the course, located on the counter. Do not include books or 

notebooks. 

 

COMPLETED PROJECT IS DUE 

MONDAY, AUGUST 28, 2017 

 

 

 

 

COMPLETED PROJECT IS DUE MONDAY, AUGUST 28, 2017 


