
Military Officer Career Clusters 

Military Officer careers are open to individuals who take college level ROTC and complete a four-year 

degree, or for those who graduate from one of the Service Academies.  

Combat specialty officers plan and direct military operations, oversee combat activities, and serve as 

combat leaders. They may be in charge of tanks and other armored assault vehicles, artillery systems, 

special operations, or infantry units. This group also includes naval surface warfare and submarine 

warfare officers, combat pilots, and aircrews. 

 

Engineering, science, and technical officers’ responsibilities depend on their area of expertise. They 

work in scientific and professional occupations, such as atmospheric scientists, meteorologists, physical 

scientists, biological scientists, social scientists, attorneys, and other types of scientists or professionals. 

For example, meteorologists in the military may study the weather to assist in planning flight paths for 

aircraft. 

 

Executive, administrative, and managerial officers manage administrative functions in the Armed 

Forces, such as human resources management, training, personnel, information, police, or other support 

services. Officers who oversee military bands are included in this category. 

 

Healthcare officers provide medical services to military personnel in order to maintain or improve their 

health and physical readiness. Officers such as physicians, physician assistants, nurses, psychologists and 

dentists examine, diagnose, and treat patients. Other healthcare officers provide therapy, rehabilitative 

treatment, and additional healthcare for patients: 

 

Human resource development officers manage recruitment, placement, and training programs in the 

military: 

 

Media and public affairs officers oversee the development, production, and presentation of 

information or events for the military and the public. They manage the production of videos and 

television and radio broadcasts that are used for training, news, and entertainment. Some plan, develop, 

and direct the activities of military bands. Public affairs officers respond to public inquiries about military 

activities and prepare news releases. 

 

Protective service officers are responsible for the safety and protection of individuals and property on 

military bases and vessels. Emergency management officers plan and prepare for all types of disasters. 

They develop warning, evacuation, and response procedures in preparation for disasters. Law 

enforcement and security officers enforce all applicable laws on military bases and oversee investigations 

of crimes. 

 

Support services officers manage military activities in key functional areas, such as logistics, 

transportation, and supply. They may oversee the transportation and distribution of materials by ground 
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vehicles, aircraft, or ships. They also direct food service facilities and other support activities. Purchasing 

and contracting managers negotiate and monitor contracts for equipment, supplies, and services that the 

military buys from the private sector. 

 

Transportation officers manage and perform activities related to the safe transport of military 

personnel and equipment by air and water. They operate and command an aircraft or a ship as 

navigators, radar, radio ship engineers, and pilots. 

 

 


