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WHAT’S HAPPENING?

2018-2019 Issue 1

At the Meetings:

Upcoming Events:

Reflections is a National Art contest that any JHS Student may enter. The
categories are separated into Music, Dance, Film, Literature, Photography and
Visual Arts.

11/21-23 No School-Thanksgiving Break
12/6 Teacher Luncheon
12/10 Make-up Picture Day @ JHS

PTSA received a total of 25 submissions for this year’s contest. They included
entries in the categories of film, photography, literature, and visual art.
Thank you to all that helped make this year’s contest so successful. We look
forward to making this event bigger and bigger each year….

12/11 Interim Report Cards
12/12 State Mandated Parent/Teen
Driver Safety Presentation (JHS cafeteria
for parents with students in Drivers Ed)
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed

12/20 Winter Break BEGINS

HIGHLIGHTS from the November 13th Meeting:

01/2019 JHS PTSA Scholarship
Applications

Mr. Townsend discussed that due to the new SOL guidelines some students will
not qualify to receive exam exemptions. He is working with the other Principals
at the district level to create an equitable solution. More information will be
forthcoming.

In This Issue:

He also stated that there has been discussion about school dances. The
administration is working on getting anonymous feedback from the students to
make sure that all students of JHS feel welcome and comfortable at the dances.
He reiterated that ALL JHS students are welcome and encouraged to attend
school dances.

At the Meetings: Recap of meeting
Faculty Spotlight – Peter Pritchard
President’s Message
School of Excellence/Kickball Game
Mini Grants
Reflections Winners
Social Media
Membership Update
ACT/SAT Practice Test Resources
Hospitality Happenings
Volunteer Opportunities
Taking Flight
Our Sponsors List
Ways to Support JHS PTSA

We will be looking into other Spirit Night and Fundraising options like the Room
Escape and test-driving opportunities because our OPT OUT fundraising program
has not been as successful as hoped. There are many more events, programs
and mini grant requests that we would love to grant so look for our next
fundraiser.
We will be having another Kickball type event in the Spring!
NO PTSA MEETING in DECEMBER….
Next Meeting: January 8th, 2019 @ 5:30PM in the Media Center

– Fine Arts
Ordering Papa Johns?
Don’t forget to use our promo code:

JamestownHS

Mr. Pritchard is in his 15th year of
education
and
does
an
outstanding job in the classroom
teaching and learning with his
students in the areas of art and
photography. His consistency
and desire to push the students
to their best work makes him a
master teacher who sculpts his
students into very talented artists
who
overwhelmingly
are
admitted
into
the
most
competitive Art Schools in
Virginia and throughout the
country.
His yearly trips (that require
significant time to plan and
execute) to art museums in
Washington, D.C., Richmond, and
in Williamsburg, his focus on
having his students enter juried
art and photography contests in
Williamsburg and the Peninsula (of which they often win!), and his leadership as
Department Chair for the Fine Arts Department at JHS have made and continue
to make our high school a sought-after location for students and parents.

YOU SHOP. AMAZON GIVES. AMAZON
DONATES 0.5% OF THE PRICE OF YOUR
ELIGIBLE AMAZONSMILE PURCHASES TO
JHS PTSA. JAMESTOWN PTSA’S DIRECT
LINK
HTTP://SMILE.AMAZON.COM/CH/54-

Additionally, Mr. Pritchard has taken a lead role on our Pathways planning
committee. He is dedicated to researching, planning, and implementing
innovative strategies and curriculum to support the academic achievement of all
schools.
On top of all his achievements, Peter practices humility and a desire to
make a difference. It is the depth of his character that makes him stand
out.
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“Every child deserves a champion – an adult who will never give up on them, who
understands the power of connection and insists that they become the best that
they can possibly be”.
-Rita Pierson

JHSPTSA BOARD

Hello Jamestown Families and Staff,

OFFICERS:
LAURA JOHNSON, PRESIDENT
PTSAJHS@GMAIL.COM

As I reflect this season, I can’t help but be so thankful to so many of you who
have engaged with us this year building bridges, getting out of the box and
trying new things. I feel very blessed to work alongside so many friendly,
generous and hardworking people that believe in Jamestown and want the
best for every student here and for those to come.

AMY UNGER
VICE PRESIDENT FUNDRAISING
JHSFUNDRAISINGVP@GMAIL.COM
BETH KLUGER
VICE PRESIDENT PROGRAM
JHSPROGRAMSVP@GMAIL.COM
WENDY CULVERHOUSE, TREASURER
KRISTYN ALLRED, SECRETARY
CHAIRS:
MEMBERSHIP: JANIE LISAGOR
MINI GRANTS: BETH ROBLES
SCHOLARSHIPS: BECKY CARVAJAL
***AFTER PROM: SHARI WILTSHIRE
REFLECTIONS: LAUREN STEPHEN
SOCIAL MEDIA: VICKI HUNT
PTAC: LISA MCCOLPIN
SCHOOL BOARD REP: SHARI WILTSHIRE
TEACHER LIAISON: ALISA SMITH
PTSA NEWSLETTER: NADINE DUNN
BEAUTIFICATION: JANIE LISAGOR
VOLUNTEER COORD: LORRAINE FRANCIS
HOSPITALITY: TRISH ARMSTRONG
KAREN TALLEY
STUDENT LIAISONS:
PIERSON SHAMAIENGAR
ALLEIGH VISSER
NOMINATING COMMITTEE:
TO BE APPOINTED IN FEB 2019
***INTERESTED IN SERVING ON THIS
COMMITTEE OR BEING A CO-CHAIR????
CONTACT: LORRAINE FRANCIS OR
LAURA JOHNSON (PTSAJHS@GMAIL.COM)

I am grateful for the voices who have spoken up to try and make things better
and for the support, listening ears and creative ideas that assist in moving
those issues forward to solutions. I am inspired by the students who look to
the future and know it’s the things they do now that will make the changes for
others in their wake. I am so appreciative of the many excellent and caring
people who are on staff at Jamestown pouring their energy into our students.
Whether you have supported us through membership or donations that have
helped ensure the success of our Welcome Back Teachers & Staff Lunch, Back
to School Night Dinner, Coffee Cart, Mailbox Treats and Homecoming; or if you
volunteered at those events or the SAT/ACT testing, or School of Excellence
Kickball game; if you have donated to our OPT OUT, Round Up or donation
program, or our Belk, Papa Johns or Amazon Smiles Campaign that all help
make our teacher mini grants and programs possible, WE THANK YOU!
If you came out to our Back To School Night, a PTSA Meeting, served on a
committee, played in the Kickball game, completed our survey, encouraged
your student(s) to take the ACT or SAT test or participate in Reflections Art
Contest, or followed us on Twitter, FB or Instagram and shared that
information or in any other way engaged with the school, WE THANK YOU!
Special Thank You to our community partners; Williams Landscaping, the
Goddard School, Williamsburg Community Chapel, Colonial Sports and our
Reflections Judges, all who have supported us through donations,
sponsorships, services and supplies. It is an honor to be part of such a
supportive community.
Still to come this year: After-Prom Activities (planning and fundraising begin in
January), Teacher Appreciation Week (May), Academic Awards Night (May),
Spring SAT/ACT Testing (February), Jamestown PTSA Scholarship (awarded in
June), additional Mini Grants & Teacher Lunches, Belk’s Spring Sale Coupon
Drive, as well as our continued OPT OUT Fundraiser.
Be on the lookout for some new additions this year; Room Escape Spirit Night
Fundraiser and the recently added Spring Sports Event. If you didn’t get a
chance to join us for Fall Kickball, we hope you will bring the family and make
the next one. Whether you play or not, it is a great time for everyone. To be
involved in any of these events/committees, please contact me. We are here to
help in any way we can and will get you connected to the correct chair. If you
haven’t found your “niche yet”, there is a spot for you; if you see a need or
something that could be better, step up and join us. We want you to be a part
of the JHSPTSA Community. We have so much more left to do this year, please
join us.
Wishing you all a very Happy Thanksgiving!
Your JHS PTSA President, Laura Johnson
ptsajhs@gmail.com

Based on our survey
responses…this year’s goal for
the School of Excellence will be:
Improving Education by
growing volunteer
opportunities and volunteer
participation among families.
Thank you for filling out your
surveys. To be a part of this
committee contact Beth Kluger.
Jamestown HS celebrated our designation as a National PTA School of
Excellence with a Fall Kickball Game. The event, held afterschool on
October 23rd, was comprised of teams made up from students, faculty,
staff and families. WE HAD A BLAST! It was great seeing everyone
relaxing and having fun. Laugher was in abundance from start to finish.
Our Game Announcers, Mr. Eames and Jacob Oman, set the stage for a
fun filled event. Faculty Senorita Smith and Mr. Leone were invaluable
in helping to plan and coordinate the event. Special THANKS to
everyone who came out to play or volunteer and to The Goodard
School for sponsoring our JHS PTSA Team Shirts.
The BEST quote of the day was “If we could end our day with kickball
or dodgeball every day, the world would be a better place.”
Stay tuned for a Spring Sporting Event (friendly competition, nothing
too serious!). You don’t want to miss this!!!!

MINI GRANTS?

Interstellar is a live, team-based, online
math competition that has a high school
and middle school event every year
since it was launched in 2012. American
Mathematics Competitions (AMC) and
Interstellar has worked together to
create the online contest “Math
Madness,” based on college basketball’s
March Madness. Teams nationwide
take part in this tournament to improve
their skill levels and progress through
competing against a variety of students.

What’s a MINI GRANT? Each year Jamestown High School
teachers are given opportunities to request PTSA funds
for special projects or equipment that they feel will
enhance Jamestown and our students learning. Your
membership, contributions and participation in our
fundraisers help the PTSA fund these mini grants as well
as our other programs and events.
This fall $1,107 in Mini Grants were submitted and approved including:
Ms. Furr was granted $200 to help fund supplies to participate in the
Memory Project which creates portraits for youth around the world.
This year the portraits will be of child refugees from the Philippines.
Complete portraits will be displayed at the Fine Arts Night.
Ms. McGeein (History) was granted $89 to purchase headsets for
students to use with iPod when they watch educational videos.
The Spanish teachers were granted $50 to help defer the cost of a set of
language books for level 2 Spanish students.
Ms. Sorrell was granted $188 to help fund the Math Teams weekly
online math competition against schools from across the country.
Ms. Stowers will get $200 to help purchase educational DVDs from
financial experts with varying views on the use of money. These will be
used to enhance teaching and broaden views on financial readiness for
students.

THE MEMORY PROJECT
Young artists around the world to create
portraits as special gifts for children facing
challenges. It's for positive memories,
kindness, and peace. We hope you'll join us!
What is the Memory Project?
The Memory Project is a charitable nonprofit
organization that invites art teachers, art
students, and solo artists to help cultivate
global kindness by creating portraits for
children around the world who have faced
substantial challenges, such as violence, war,
extreme poverty, neglect, and loss of
parents. Our participants create these
portraits to help children feel valued and
important, to know that many people care
about their well-being, and to provide a
special childhood memory in the future.
Since 2004 we have created more than
130,000 portraits for children in 47 countries.

Mr. Tompkins was granted $100 for supplies to expand the outdoor
teaching garden that is maintained by the Independent Living Skills
class.
Sra. Smith and Mr. Stone are teaming up to receive $180 to help defray
some of the expenses associated with the La cultura hispana theater
program promoting Hispanic cultural awareness and appreciation
through Find Arts by the study of a world language and the execution of
a multicultural theater production over a six-week period. This will be a
collaboration between JHS Students and 2nd and 3rd graders from
Matoaka Elementary.
Ms. DeGroft was granted $100 to help defray the cost of the Model UN
Club attending the fall conference at William & Mary this fall.

Facebook: JamestownHighSchoolPTSA

Instagram: jamestownptsa

Twitter: jamestownptsa

ACT Test Dates for 2018-2019
Test Date
Deadline
Dec 8, 2018
Nov 2, 2018
Feb 9, 2019
Jan 4, 2019
Apr 13, 2019 Mar 8, 2019

On September 25th, JHS PTSA partnered with
Sylvan to offer full length practice ACT or SAT tests.
Sixty students took advantage of this opportunity.
Student PTSA members received a $5 discount on
their test. The practice test helps students
become acclimated to the test and have an idea of
what to expect on the official test day. It also
provides an opportunity to discover which test is
best suited for each student. Look for our Sylvan
program on finding out which test is best for you.
There is additional information, online practice
questions and free online test prep available via
the JHS website under Academics.

Score Release*
Dec 18, 2018; Jan 1, 2019
Feb 19; Mar 5, 2019
Apr 23; May 7, 2019

SAT Test Dates 2018–2019
Test Date
Registration Date
Nov 3, 2018
Oct 5, 2018
Dec 1, 2018
Nov 2, 2018
Mar 9, 2019
Feb 8, 2019
May 4, 2019
Apr 5, 2019

We will be offering the practice tests again on
Saturday, February 9th. Mark your calendars now.

Scores Back Date**
Nov 16, 2018
Dec 14, 2018
Mar 22, 2019
May 17, 2019

Membership
PTSA Membership Goal: 400
Current membership: 363
JOIN NOW: Did you know you can join
online?
Online: https://member.pta.org/PilotHome/IndividualJAMESTOWN PTSA’S DIRECT LINK
HTTP://SMILE.AMAZON.COM/CH/5
4-1861678

MEMBER BENEFIT: Student PTSA
members received $5 off their
practice SAT or ACT in September.
* Check out the vapta.org or pta.org websites
for more information and member benefits.

SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE UPDATE
Jamestown High School and Jamestown High School PTSA
Recognized Nationally as a School of Excellence

Williamsburg, VA, August 1, 2018—National PTA has recognized Jamestown High School and Jamestown High School PTSA as a 20182020 School of Excellence for their commitment to building an inclusive and welcoming school community where all families
contribute to enriching the educational experience and overall well-being for all students.
“Research shows that when families and schools work together, students do better in school and schools improve,” said Jim
Accomando, president of National PTA. “Jamestown High School and Jamestown High School PTSA have worked hard to strengthen
their family-school partnership and create an environment where all families feel welcomed and empowered to support student
success. We are pleased to recognize them as a National PTA School of Excellence.”
National PTA’s School of Excellence program helps PTAs become partners in identifying and implementing school improvement
initiatives based on PTA's National Standards for Family-School Partnerships. Schools that exhibit improvement at the end of the
school year are honored as a National PTA School of Excellence, a distinction that spans two years.
Jamestown High School and Jamestown High School PTSA are one of only 278 PTAs and schools nationwide recognized as a 20182020 School of Excellence.
To celebrate their achievements, National PTA presented Jamestown High School and Jamestown High School PTSA with a National
PTA School of Excellence Banner. For more information about the National PTA School of Excellence program, visit PTA.org/Excellence.
National PTA® comprises millions of families, students, teachers, administrators, and business and community leaders devoted to the
educational success of children and the promotion of family engagement in schools. PTA is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit association
that prides itself on being a powerful voice for all children, a relevant resource for families and communities, and a strong advocate for
public education. Membership in PTA is open to anyone who wants to be involved and make a difference for the education, health,
and welfare of children and youth. For more information, visit National PTA® at PTA.org.

Jamestown High School Recognized By WJCC School Board
For Its School of Excellence Designation

Thank you to all of this year’s participants in the Reflections
Contest! There was so much amazing talent and creativity!
Congrats to ALL 1st Place winners who advance to the district
level!

REFLECTIONS PHOTOGRAPHY WINNERS

“The Smile That Changes The World”
Photography 1st Place Winner
Kayla Burke, 9th Grade

“The Hand That Holds Us Together”
Photography 2nd Place Winner
Avery Jett, 9th Grade

REFLECTIONS LITERATURE WINNERS
“Life’s Knight”
Literature 1st Place Winner, Kristina Stephan, 9th grade

“I Find Myself Between the Rain and the Sun”
Literature 2nd Place Winner, Meredith Marks, 11th grade

“Different”
Literature 3rd Place Winner, Nona Shirvani, 9th grade

“My Hero, My Dad”
Photography 3rd Place Winner
Taylor Osborn, 9th Grade

“Hidden Heroes”
Literature Honorable Mention, Cory Lange, 9th grade

REFLECTIONS VISUAL ARTS WINNERS

“Hometown Heroes”
Visual Arts - 2nd Place Winner
Jennie Wells, 12th Grade

“Reaching For Freedom”
Visual Arts - 1st Place Winner
Jennifer Tisdale, 11th Grade

“La Cuenca”
Visual Arts - 3rd Place Winner
Victoria Hardy, 12th Grade

“Not All Heroes Wear Capes”
Visual Arts - Honorable Mention
Alyssa Stephan, 9th Grade

REFLECTIONS FILM WINNERS
“My Hero, Sydney Crosby”
Film 1st Place Winner, Tyler Serpico, 9th grade

“Honor and Respect”
Film

2nd

Place Winner, Christian Ben-Yishay, 9th grade

On Monday, November 19th, the JHS
PTSA Hospitality provided a
“Thanksgiving Mailbox Treat” as a
THANK YOU to our FABULOUS
Teachers.
All of you hard work, sacrifice and
dedication does not go unnoticed.
YOU ALL are appreciated every day
of the year!

JOIN US ON OUR “SIGN UP GENIUS LINK”

WE ARE LOOKING FOR AFTER PROM CO CHAIRS NOW ALONG WITH ANYONE
WHO WOULD LIKE TO BE INVOLVED WITH AFTER PROM. THIS IS A GREAT
OPPORTUNITY FOR FRESHMAN AND SOPHOMORE PARENTS. CONTACT LAURA
JOHNSON FOR MORE INFORMATION (PTSAJHS@GMAIL.COM)

What is FLIGHT?
F: Focus
L: Leadership
I: Inspiration
G: Global Awareness
H: Honor
T: Tolerance

TO FIND THE LATEST VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
SEARCH FOR THE NEWEST SIGN UP GENIUS BY USING THE FOLLOWING

EMAIL ADDRESSES IN THE SEARCH FEATURE:
JHSPTSAHOSPITALITY@GMAIL.COM
OR JHSPTSAFUNDRAISINGVP@GMAIL.COM
OR EMAIL LORRAINE FRANCIS AT
JHSPTSAVOLUNTEERCOORDINATOR@GMAIL.COM

Thank You
To our JHS PTSA Sponsors!
The following Vendors have already donated to our PTSA this year!

Williams Landscaping
The Goddard School
Kohls
Do you have a business that wants to donate or are you willing to
donate? Some companies will match your employee donation to
Jamestown High School PTSA.
Forms are attached to this Newsletter, please send in your donation
with the completed form to be added to this list!

WHY? To recognize
Employees and Students
who exemplify these core
values.
WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?
We need YOU to nominate
an employee or student that
embodies these core values.
WHY FLIGHT? To show
appreciation and recognition
to those who strive to make
our school, community and
world a better place.
WANT TO NOMINATE
SOMEONE? Email Alisa
Smith at
alias.smith@wjccschools.org
to nominate a teacher or
student who embodies
these qualities and be sure
to tell her why you are
nominating them.

