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Who We Are 
An inquiry into the nature 
of the self; beliefs and 
values; personal, physical, 
mental, social and spiritual 
health; human 
relationships including 
families, friends, 
communities, and cultures; 
rights and responsibilities; 
what it means to be 
human. 

Where We Are In Place 
and Time 

An inquiry into orientation in 
place and time; personal 
histories; homes and 
journeys; the discoveries, 
explorations and migrations 
of humankind; the 
relationships between and 
the interconnectedness of 
individuals and civilizations, 
from local and global 
perspectives. 

How We Express 
Ourselves 

An inquiry into the ways in 
which we discover and 
express ideas, feelings, 
nature, culture, beliefs and 
values; the ways in which we 
reflect on, extend and enjoy 
our creativity; our 
appreciation of the aesthetic. 

How The World Works 
An inquiry into the natural 
world and its laws; the 
interaction between the 
natural world (physical and 
biological) and human 
societies; how humans use 
their understanding of 
scientific principles; the 
impact of scientific and 
technological advances on 
society and on the 
environment. 

How We Organize 
Ourselves 

An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of 
human-made systems and 
communities; the structure 
and function of 
organizations; societal 
decision-making; economic 
activities and their impact 
on humankind and the 
environment. 

Sharing The Planet 
An inquiry into rights and 
responsibilities in the 
struggle to share finite 
resources with other 
people and with other 
living things; communities 
and the relationships 
within and between them; 
access to equal 
opportunities; peace and 
conflict resolution. 

Oct/Nov/Dec Nov/Dec/Jan   March/April  Jan/Feb  Sept/Oct April/May/June 
Central Idea:  Senses lead to 
discovery of the world. 
 

Central Idea: Traditions connect 
people, events, and cultures. 

Central Idea: People 
communicate in many different 
ways.  

Central Idea: Observations and 
experiments help us make 
sense of the natural world. 

Central Idea:  People who live, 
work, and play together form a 
community.  

Central Idea: Human choices 
affect other living things.  

Lines of Inquiry:  
- senses and corresponding 
sensory organs 
-the world without senses 
-how people learn  

Lines of Inquiry: 
-why people celebrate important 
events 
-differences between then and 
now  
- choices people make  

Lines of Inquiry: 
- how actions, words, and body 
language affect others 
- how language changes based on 
location 
-the arts as communication  

Lines of Inquiry:  
-cycles and changes  
-what causes shadows 
-how magnets work 

Lines of Inquiry: 
-roles and responsibilities of 
community members 
-rules and routines 
-taking responsibility for 
actions  

Lines of Inquiry: 
- animal changes and needs 
-interactions of humans and 
other living things 
-responsibility to other living 
things 

Key Concepts:   
-form 
-function 
-perspective 

Key Concepts:   
-causation 
-change 
-perspective  

Key Concepts:   
-connection 
-refection 
-perspective 

Key Concepts:   
-function 
-change 
-responsibility   

Key Concepts:   
- form 
- function 
- responsibility  

Key Concepts:   
-form 
-change 
-connection  

Related Concepts: 
investigation, prediction, 
discovery, adaptation, 
measurement, symmetry 
environment, responsibility, 
healthy food choices, 

Related Concepts:   
culture, customs, celebration, 
beliefs, time, patterns, symbols, 
similarities & differences, 
location, diversity   

Related Concepts:    
relationships, behavior, patterns, 
choice, language 
 

Related Concepts: change, 
weather, time, graphs, 
investigation, cycles, energy, 
measurement, magnetism, 
matter, properties, ordinal 
numbers  

Related Concepts:   
Shapes, color, cooperation, 
family, citizenship, 
location/place, community, 
behavior, classification, 
patterns, communication  

Related Concepts:   
similarities, differences, 
conservation, needs, 
interdependence, 
characteristics,  

Skills:  Thinking, 
communication, social, self-
management 

Skills:  social, research, self-
management   

Skills: social-respect, thinking- 
application; communication, self-
management choices 

Skills: social, research, thinking Skills: Self-management 
(choices, organization, time 
mgt, behavior) and social 

Skills: research, 
communication, social 

Traits: caring, risk-taker, 
communicator, balanced  

Traits: open-minded, 
knowledgeable, inquirer 

Traits: all  Traits: Inquirer, thinker, 
knowledgeable  

Traits: Caring, communicator,  
thinker, principled  

Traits:  Open-minded, 
reflective, principled, 
knowledgeable  

Attitudes: empathy, 
appreciation 

Curiosity, cooperation, respect, 
tolerance 

Attitudes: all Curiosity, respect, cooperation Cooperation, enthusiasm, 
integrity, respect  

appreciation, commitment, 
respect, tolerance  

Subject Focus: science, 
language arts, PSPE, music  

Subject Focus: Social studies, 
Language arts, Arts, Spanish, 
PSPE  

Subject Focus: language arts, 
music, art, SS, PSPE 

Subject Focus: science, language 
arts, math,  

Subject Focus: SS, PSPE, 
language arts 

Subject Focus: science, 
language arts, PSPE  
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Who We Are 
An inquiry into the nature of 
the self; beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, 
social and spiritual health; 
human relationships 
including families, friends, 
communities, and cultures; 
rights and responsibilities; 
what it means to be human. 

 

Where We Are In Place 
and Time 

An inquiry into orientation in 
place and time; personal 
histories; homes and journeys; 
the discoveries, explorations 
and migrations of humankind; 
the relationships between and 
the interconnectedness of 
individuals and civilizations, 
from local and global 
perspectives. 

How We Express 
Ourselves 

An inquiry into the ways in 
which we discover and 
express ideas, feelings, 
nature, culture, beliefs and 
values; the ways in which we 
reflect  on, extend and enjoy 
our creativity; our 
appreciation of the 
aesthetic. 

How The World Works 
An inquiry into the natural 
world and its laws; the 
interaction between the 
natural world (physical and 
biological) and human 
societies; how humans use 
their understanding of 
scientific principles; the impact 
of scientific and technological 
advances on society and on the 
environment. 

How We Organize 
Ourselves 

An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of 
human-made systems and 
communities; the structure 
and function of organizations; 
societal decision-making; 
economic activities and their 
impact on humankind and the 
environment. 

Sharing The Planet 
An inquiry into rights 
and responsibilities in 
the struggle to share 
finite resources with 
other people and with 
other living things; 
communities and the 
relationships within and 
between them; access to 
equal opportunities; 
peace and conflict 
resolution. 

Sept/Oct  Nov/Dec March/April Jan/Feb  April/May May/June 
Central Idea:   Respect and 
communication can lead to a 
peaceful community.  

Central Idea: The location of a 
community affects living things. 

Central Idea: Illustrations 
deepen the meaning of a story.  

Central Idea: Scientists investigate 
change in their environment. 

Central Idea: Members of 
communities make choices when 
they cannot have everything they 
want. 

Central Idea: People must 
care for and protect natural 
resources.  

Lines of Inquiry: 
-characteristics of a peaceful 
community 
-citizen’s responsibilities  
-communication skills   

Lines of Inquiry: 
-global climates and landforms 
-effects of climate on living things 
-effects of geographic location   

Lines of Inquiry: 
- Details and meaning from 
illustrations 
-Layout, design, and color in 
stories  
-how music and art express 
meaning   

Lines of Inquiry: 
- types of motion 
- forces that affect motion and 
matter 
- how matter and motion are 
connected 
-scientific investigation 

Lines of Inquiry: 
- goods and services 
- producers and consumers 
- economic choices  

Lines of Inquiry: 
- natural resources 
- dependence on the 
environment 
-conservation of resources  

Key Concepts:   
- function 
- connection 
- responsibility 

Key Concepts:   
-form 
-causation 
-connection 

Key Concepts:  
-function 
-causation 
-perspective  

Key Concepts:   
-causation 
-connection 
-change 

Key Concepts:  
-connection 
-perspective 
-reflection  

Key Concepts:   
-causation 
-change 
-responsibility  

Related Concepts:   
citizenship, character, identity, 
communication 
responsibility, decision-making,  

Related Concepts:   
geography/location, cooperation, 
landscape,  dependence, 
interdependence, climate, seasons 

Related Concepts:  
communication, patterns,  
imagination, visual language, 
composition,   

Related Concepts:   
motion, force/power, solids, 
liquids, gases, action/reaction, 
innovation, movement, energy 

Related Concepts:  Consumption, 
systems, decision-making, 
supply/ demand, needs/wants 

Related Concepts:   
Conservation, habitat, 
survival, living things, 
plants,  growth, 
Interdependence, energy  

Skills: self- management, social, 
communication  

Skills: research, thinking, social  Skills: Communication, 
research, thinking 

Skills: Social, communication, self-
management, thinking 

Skills:  Self-management, 
communication, social  

Skills:  communication, 
research, thinking,  

Attitudes: cooperation, respect, 
tolerance 

Appreciation, tolerance  Creativity, cooperation, 
independence 

Curiosity, enthusiasm, tolerance Commitment, integrity, empathy  Curiosity, appreciation, 
creativity   

Traits: caring, thinker, 
communicator  

Risk-taker, open-minded, 
knowledgeable 

Communicator, thinker, open-
minded, reflective  

Inquirer, thinker,  Reflective, caring, principled  Knowledgeable, inquirer, 
risk-taker  

Subject Focus: PSPE, SS, 
language arts 

Subject Focus: SS, science, 
language arts, math 

Subject Focus: language arts, 
art, music, Spanish, SS 

Subject Focus: science, PE, Lang 
Arts 

Subject Focus: SS, math, language 
arts 

Subject Focus: science, 
SS, language arts  
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Who We Are 

An inquiry into the nature of 
the self; beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, 
social and spiritual health; 
human relationships including 
families, friends, communities, 
and cultures; rights and 
responsibilities; what it means 
to be human. 
 

Where We Are In Place and 
Time 

An inquiry into orientation in 
place and time; personal 
histories; homes and 
journeys; the discoveries, 
explorations and migrations 
of humankind; the 
relationships between and 
the interconnectedness of 
individuals and civilizations, 
from local and global 
perspectives. 

How We Express Ourselves 
An inquiry into the ways in 
which we discover and 
express ideas, feelings, 
nature, culture, beliefs and 
values; the ways in which we 
reflect on, extend and enjoy 
our creativity; our 
appreciation of the aesthetic. 

How The World Works 
An inquiry into the natural 
world and its laws; the 
interaction between the 
natural world (physical and 
biological) and human 
societies; how humans use 
their understanding of 
scientific principles; the 
impact of scientific and 
technological advances on 
society and on the 
environment. 

How We Organize Ourselves 
An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of 
human-made systems and 
communities; the structure 
and function of 
organizations; societal 
decision-making; economic 
activities and their impact 
on humankind and the 
environment. 

Sharing The Planet 
An inquiry into rights and 
responsibilities in the 
struggle to share finite 
resources with other people 
and with other living things; 
communities and the 
relationships within and 
between them; access to 
equal opportunities; peace 
and conflict resolution. 

Nov/Dec Feb/ March January April/May May/June Sept./Oct. 

Central Idea:  
Many factors shape a culture.  
 

Central Idea:  
Past civilizations influence the 

present world. 

Central Idea:  
Communication changes over 

time. 

Central Idea:  
Changes in matter affect 
our lives. 

Central Idea: Economies 
depend on resources to produce 
goods and services that are 
essential for survival.  

Central Idea: Human and 
natural influences affect 
environments.  

Lines of Inquiry: 
- how climate and geography 
affect early inhabitants 
-needs and contributions of 
early inhabitants  
-respect for nature 

Lines of Inquiry: 
-daily life in past civilizations  
-contributions of past 
civilizations  
-similarities and differences 
between past and present 
civilizations 

Lines of Inquiry: 
-ways to communicate  
- how is communication used  
- ways communication has 
changed 
 

Lines of Inquiry: 
-states of matter 
-changes in matter 
-impact on the 
environment 
-adaptations to changes in 
the natural world  

Lines of Inquiry: 
-money and barter 
economies 
-consumer demand  
-economic choices 
-natural, human, and capital 
resources  

Lines of Inquiry: 
- Life cycles 
- patterns and causes of 
migration 
- habitats  
 

Key Concepts:  
Causation 
Change 
Responsibility  

Key Concepts:   
Function 
Causation 
Connection 

Key Concepts:   
Form 
Change 
Perspective  

Key Concepts:  
Form 
Change 
Causation  

Key Concepts:  
Responsibility   
Perspective 
Reflection 

Key Concepts:   
Function 
Causation 
Change 

Related Concepts:  
consumption, environment,  
needs/wants, location/place, 
habitats, symbols, interaction, 
similarities & differences, 
adaptation, natural resources 

Related Concepts:  culture, 
civilization, geography, 
location, climate,  
contribution, environment,  
communication, innovation, 
influence, structure, markets, 
adaptation, religion, customs 

Related Concepts:  
communication, technology, 
cause/effect,  innovation, 
time,  

Related Concepts:    
properties, adaptations, 
transformation, impact,  
condensation, evaporation, 
mass, volume,  

Related Concepts: systems, 
consequences, values, 
supply demand, scarcity, 
opportunities,   

Related Concepts:  
environment, conservation, 
living systems, patterns, 
symmetry, location/place, 
conflict, camouflage, 
habitats, predators, prey   

Skills: communication, social, 
research  

Skills: Thinking, 
communication, research  

Skills: Communication, 
thinking, social  

Skills: Research, social, 
self-management  

Skills: Thinking, social, self-
management  

Skills: communication, self-
management,  thinking, 

Traits: communicator, risk-
taker, reflective, open-minded 

Traits: reflective, open-
minded, communicator 

Traits: knowledgeable, open-
minded, reflective, inquirer  

Traits: inquirer, thinker, 
risk-taker 

Traits: balanced, 
knowledgeable, principled 

Traits: thinker, reflective, 
risk-taker, knowledgeable 

Attitudes: respect, 
appreciation, cooperation  

Tolerance, curiosity, 
enthusiasm 

Curiosity, creativity, 
independence  

Curiosity, confidence Empathy, integrity, 
commitment  

Creativity, curiosity, respect  

Subject Focus: SS, science, 
language arts, art 

Subject Focus: SS, language 
arts, art, music 

Subject Focus: social studies, 
LA (R & W), technology, art, 
music   

Subject Focus: science, 
language arts, 

Subject Focus: math, SS, LA 
 

Subject Focus: science, SS, 
LA (non-fiction), math 
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Who We Are 

An inquiry into the nature of 
the self; beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, 
social and spiritual health; 
human relationships including 
families, friends, 
communities, and cultures; 
rights and responsibilities; 
what it means to be human. 

Where We Are In Place 
and Time 

An inquiry into orientation in 
place and time; personal 
histories; homes and 
journeys; the discoveries, 
explorations and migrations 
of humankind; the 
relationships between and 
the interconnectedness of 
individuals and civilizations, 
from local and global 
perspectives. 

How We Express 
Ourselves 

An inquiry into the ways in 
which we discover and 
express ideas, feelings, 
nature, culture, beliefs and 
values; the ways in which we 
reflect on, extend and enjoy 
our creativity; our 
appreciation of the aesthetic. 

How The World Works 
An inquiry into the natural 
world and its laws; the 
interaction between the 
natural world (physical and 
biological) and human 
societies; how humans use 
their understanding of 
scientific principles; the 
impact of scientific and 
technological advances on 
society and on the 
environment. 

How We Organize 
Ourselves  

An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of 
human-made systems and 
communities; the structure 
and function of 
organizations; societal 
decision-making; economic 
activities and their impact 
on humankind and the 
environment. 

Sharing The Planet 
An inquiry into rights and 
responsibilities in the struggle to 
share finite resources with other 
people and with other living 
things; communities and the 
relationships within and between 
them; access to equal 
opportunities; peace and conflict 
resolution. 

September April/May Apr/May/June Dec/Jan Feb/March Oct/Nov  

Central Idea:  
Our learner attributes, 
attitudes, and actions 
demonstrate who we are. 

Central Idea:  
Exploration leads to 
discovery. 
 

Central Idea:  
Culture inspires how we 
express ourselves. 
 

Central Idea 
Cycles of the natural world 
determine how we live.  

Central Idea  
Civilizations connect to and 
are interdependent. 

Central Idea 
The natural world shows how we 
can live together peacefully. 

Lines of inquiry: 
-how actions change a 
community  
-how rules and laws affect the 
way we live  
-responsibility to ourselves 
and the community  

Lines of inquiry: 
- reasons for exploration 
- results of exploration 
- impact of exploration 
 

Lines of inquiry: 
- literature from different 
cultures 
- art of storytelling 
- art forms: music, dance, 
visual arts 

Lines of inquiry: 
- energy cycle 
-interdependence of soil 
and life cycles  
-how earth patterns 
change 

Lines of inquiry:  
-purpose of government 
-contributions from ancient 
civilizations   
-adaptation to the environment  
-economic specialization  
-renewable and non-renewable 
resources 

Lines of inquiry: 
-interdependence of humans, 
organisms, and ecosystems  
- human and natural effects on 
ecosystems 
- responsibilities to other living 
things   

Key Concepts:   
Change 
Responsibility  
Perspective 

Key Concepts:   
Causation 
Change 
Perspective  

Key Concepts:   
Causation 
Perspective 
Reflection  

Key Concepts:   
Form 
Function 
Change 

Key Concepts:   
Causation 
Connection 
Change 

Key Concepts:   
Connection 
Responsibility 
Reflection 

Related Concepts:   
contributions, reflection, 
integrity, identity, interaction, 
laws, government, empathy, 
constitution, team-building,  

Related Concepts: origin, 
destination, location, 
patterns, research, 
measurement, consequences  

Related Concepts:  customs, 
traditions, consequences,  
communication, culture, arts 

Related Concepts:  cycles, 
patterns, properties, 
systems, impact, 
consequences, resources, 
revolution, rotation, 
interdependence  

Related Concepts: impact, 
adaptations, interaction,  
systems interdependence,  

Related Concepts: 
interdependence, resources, 
conservation, habitat, 
ecosystems, living systems, 
adaptations, organisms, 
ecosystems, interaction, conflict   

Skills: social, thinking, 
communication, self-
management  

Skills: research, social, 
communication  

Skills: research, thinking, 
communication  

Skills: research, thinking, 
social  

Skills:  self-management 
communication,  thinking,  

Skills: research,  communication 
self-management, social,  

Traits: principled, thinker, 
communicator, open-minded, 
reflective  

Traits: open-minded, thinker, 
risk-taker, knowledgeable  

Traits: communicator, 
principled, reflective  

Traits: knowledgeable, 
inquirer, thinker  

Traits: open-minded,  
inquirer, principled, 
communicator 

Traits: caring, balanced, reflective  

Attitudes: respect, 
confidence, independence, 
integrity, tolerance, empathy,  

Attitudes: Cooperation, 
commitment, confidence, 
curiosity, independence  

Attitudes: Appreciation, 
enthusiasm, creative, respect   

Attitudes: Curiosity, 
appreciation, tolerance, 
respect  

Attitudes: appreciation, 
tolerance, curiosity,  

Attitudes: Tolerance, curiosity, 
empathy, commitment, 
cooperation  

Subject Focus: language arts, 
social studies, PSPE 

Subject Focus: language arts, 
social studies, science, math  

Subject Focus: LA, social 
studies, Arts, PSPE,  Spanish 

Subject Focus: science 
mathematics, LA, PSPE 

Subject Focus: LA, social 
studies, economics, PSPE  

Subject Focus:  science, LA, social 
studies, PSPE 
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Who We Are 
An inquiry into the nature of 
the self; beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, 
social and spiritual health; 
human relationships including 
families, friends, 
communities, and cultures; 
rights and responsibilities; 
what it means to be human. 
 

Where We Are In Place and 
Time 

An inquiry into orientation in 
place and time; personal 
histories; homes and journeys; 
the discoveries, explorations 
and migrations of humankind; 
the relationships between and 
the interconnectedness of 
individuals and civilizations, 
from local and global 
perspectives. 

How We Express 
Ourselves 

An inquiry into the ways 
in which we discover and 
express ideas, feelings, 
nature, culture, beliefs 
and values; the ways in 
which we reflect on, 
extend and enjoy our 
creativity; our 
appreciation of the 
aesthetic. 

How The World Works 
An inquiry into the natural 
world and its laws; the 
interaction between the 
natural world (physical and 
biological) and human 
societies; how humans use 
their understanding of 
scientific principles; the impact 
of scientific and technological 
advances on society and on the 
environment. 

How We Organize 
Ourselves 

An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of 
human-made systems and 
communities; the structure 
and function of 
organizations; societal 
decision-making; economic 
activities and their impact 
on humankind and the 
environment. 

Sharing The Planet 
An inquiry into rights and 
responsibilities in the 
struggle to share finite 
resources with other 
people and with other 
living things; communities 
and the relationships 
within and between them; 
access to equal 
opportunities; peace and 
conflict resolution. 

Mar./Apr. Nov/Dec January/Feb  May/June Sept/Oct Oct/Nov  

Central Idea: Rights and 
responsibilities can change 
over time.  

Central Idea:  Migration 
happens for a variety of 
reasons. 

Central Idea: 
What we say, do, and 
create reflects customs, 
beliefs, and values.  

Central Idea:  Living and 
nonliving things respond to 
change. (new 2014-15) 

Central Idea: Cooperation 
builds a learning 
community and leads to 
international-mindedness. 

Central Idea: Location and 
resources determine access 
to equal opportunities. 

Lines of Inquiry: 
- fair treatment of people 
- government influences 
- citizens’ responsibilities  

Lines of Inquiry: 
-reasons for migration 
-impact of environment and 
climate  
-personal histories  
-cultural landscapes 

Lines of Inquiry: 
- expression of beliefs and 
values in government 
documents 
- causes and effects of 
revolution  
- customs as a reflection 
of diversity  

Lines of Inquiry: 
-basic needs and life processes 
of organisms 
- the storage and 
transformation of energy 
-how living and nonliving 
things respond to changes in 
the environment  

Lines of Inquiry: 
-characteristics of a 
learning community   
-rights and responsibilities 
in a learning community 
-organizational systems 
and skills 
   

Lines of Inquiry: 
-landforms and water 
features  
-conservation of resources 
-economic 
interdependence   

Key Concepts:   
Change, reflection, 
responsibility   

Key Concepts:   
Causation, Responsibility 
Perspective   

Key Concepts:   
Causation, Change  
Perspective  

Key Concepts:   
 Function  
Change, causation 

Key Concepts:   
Function  
Responsibility, Reflection  

Key Concepts:  
Form, Connection 
Responsibility    

Related Concepts:  prejudice, 
consequences, rights, values, 
discrimination, diversity, 
exploration, behavior, civil 
rights, conflict  

Related Concepts:  conflict, 
consequences, rights, 
interpretation, interactions of 
earth, sun and moon systems, 
seasons, climate, colonization, 
survival, settlement patterns 

Related Concepts: 
conflict, interpretation, 
culture, relationships, 
influence, independence, 
rights, compromise, 
diversity, laws/rules, 
revolution  

Related Concepts:   
interdependence, living 
systems, adaptation, cycles, 
behavior, energy, patterns, 
properties, transformation  

Related Concepts: 
structure, consequences, 
communication, behavior, 
relationships, organization, 
independence, problem-
solving, laws/rules 

Related Concepts:    
interdependence, access, 
consequences, location, 
conservation, adaptation, 
human, natural, and capital 
resources 

Skills: social, thinking, 
communication 
 

Skills: social, communication, 
thinking  

Skills:  research, 
communication, social, 
thinking  

Skills: research, self-
management, social  

Skills: social, 
communication, self-
management  

Skills: social, 
communication, research, 
self-management  

Traits: open-minded, 
principled, balanced, 
reflective, knowledgeable  

Traits: risk-taker, principled, 
inquirer, caring 

Traits: open-minded, risk-
taker, communicator, 
reflective  

Traits: inquirer, balanced 
knowledgeable, thinker,  

Traits: ALL Traits: knowledgeable, 
inquirers, communicators, 
reflective 

Attitudes: Respect, empathy, 
tolerance 

Commitment, cooperation, 
enthusiasm, curiosity 

Commitment, 
independence, 
appreciation   

Independence, commitment, 
Cooperation, curiosity, 
creativity 

Attitudes: ALL Appreciation, respect, 
commitment  

Subject Focus:  social studies, 
language arts,  PSPE 

Subject Focus: social studies, 
language arts, science 

Subject Focus: language 
arts, social studies, PSPE 

Subject Focus: science, LA 
mathematics, social studies  

Subject Focus: PSPE, LA, 
science, SS-Civics  

Subject Focus: science 
social studies, LA, PSPE  
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Who We Are 
An inquiry into the nature of 
the self; beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, 
social and spiritual health; 
human relationships including 
families, friends, communities, 
and cultures; rights and 
responsibilities; what it means 
to be human. 
 

Where We Are In Place and 
Time  

An inquiry into orientation in 
place and time; personal 
histories; homes and 
journeys; the discoveries, 
explorations and migrations 
of humankind; the 
relationships between and 
the interconnectedness of 
individuals and civilizations, 
from local and global 
perspectives. 

How We Express Ourselves 
An inquiry into the ways in 
which we discover and 
express ideas, feelings, 
nature, culture, beliefs and 
values; the ways in which we 
reflect on, extend and enjoy 
our creativity; our 
appreciation of the 
aesthetic. 

How The World Works 
An inquiry into the natural 
world and its laws; the 
interaction between the 
natural world (physical and 
biological) and human 
societies; how humans use 
their understanding of 
scientific principles; the impact 
of scientific and technological 
advances on society and on the 
environment. 

How We Organize Ourselves 
An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of 
human-made systems and 
communities; the structure 
and function of 
organizations; societal 
decision-making; economic 
activities and their impact 
on humankind and the 
environment. 

Sharing The Planet 
An inquiry into rights and 
responsibilities in the 
struggle to share finite 
resources with other people 
and with other living things; 
communities and the 
relationships within and 
between them; access to 
equal opportunities; peace 
and conflict resolution. 

Sept/Oct Oct/Nov Dec/Jan  Jan/Feb March/April Nov/Dec 

Central Idea: Leaders 
communicate beliefs and 
values through action. 

Central Idea: Patterns 
contribute to change.  

 

Central Idea: Personal 
experiences shape forms of 
expression.  

Central Idea: Technology and 
science influence society and 
the environment.  

Central Idea:  Classification 
organizes living systems.  
 

Central Idea:  Living things 
interact within their 
environments. 

Lines of Inquiry: 
- qualities of effective leaders  
- beliefs and values in learning 
communities  
- consequences of individuals’ 
actions on the community  

Lines of Inquiry: 
- structure of Earth 
-natural disasters 
-journeys of early humanity 
-Human impact on Earth   
 

Lines of Inquiry: 
-how life experiences lead to 
opportunities 
- adaptation to different 
cultures  
-forms of expression and 
communication  

Lines of Inquiry: 
- matter, force, motion and 
energy 
-sound and light 
-influence of technology and 
science on society and the 
environment  

Lines of Inquiry: 
-cell organization  
-classification of plants and 
animals  
-human societies  
 

Lines of Inquiry: 
- ocean characteristics  
- communities of marine 
organisms  
- earth and space systems 
- rights and responsibilities  

Key Concepts:   
All  

Key Concepts:   
Form 
Change , Responsibility  

Key Concepts:   
Causation, Reflection 
Perspective  

Key Concepts:  
Form 
Function , Causation  

Key Concepts:   
Function 
Connection, Perspective  

Key Concepts:   
Change 
Connection, Responsibility 

Related Concepts:  beliefs, 
values, responsibility, 
leadership, consequences, 
volunteerism, community, 
relationships, 
interdependence,  

Related Concepts:  structure, 
properties, patterns, cycles, 
values, adaptation, impact, 
movement, resources, 
migration,   

Related Concepts: 
diversity, beliefs, attitudes, 
migration/immigration, 
identity, interaction, 
communication, 
opportunity, patterns  

Related Concepts: properties, 
waves, friction, energy, motion, 
force, spectrum, magnetism, 
electricity, interactions 

Related Concepts:  
biology, organism,   
classification, structure,  
function, organization, 
patterns 

Related Concepts: cycle, 
relationships, organization, 
geology, ecology, biology, 
ecosystems, organism, 
habitats, adaptations  

Skills: research, thinking, 
social, communication, self-
management, research 

Skills: communication, 
research, self-management  

Skills: communication, 
social, self-management, 
thinking, research   

Skills: thinking, 
communication, social  

Skills: thinking, research, 
social,  

Skills: research, thinking, 
communication 

Traits: All  Traits: reflective, inquirer, 
caring, balanced   

Traits: Risk-taker, reflective, 
communicator, inquirer  

Traits: risk-taker, inquirer, 
knowledgeable, communicator  

Traits: principled, balanced, 
inquirer, knowledgeable 

Traits: knowledgeable, 
inquirer, thinker  

Attitudes: All enthusiasm, appreciation , 
commitment, respect  

empathy, independence, 
confidence, commitment  

confidence, commitment, 
curiosity, independence,  

appreciation, creativity, 
integrity, curiosity  

cooperation, empathy, 
tolerance, respect,  

Subject Focus: social studies, 
language arts, PSPE 

Subject Focus: science, 
social studies, language arts, 
math  

Subject Focus: social studies, 
science, PSPE, language arts,  
 

Subject Focus: social studies, 
science, technology, language 
arts, math  

Subject Focus: 
science, social studies, 
language arts, 

Subject Focus:  science, 
social studies, language arts, 
math 


