
IBPYP at James River 
 

All students who attend James River are participants 
in the Primary years Program. The PYP aims to 

achieve a balance between the search for meaning 
and understanding and the acquisition of knowledge 
and skills. The PYP supports the development of the 
whole child including social, physical, emotional and 
cultural awareness for teaching the PYP attitudes and 

student learner profile traits.  

Curriculum 
 Transdisciplinary program of inquiry connects all 

disciplines to a central idea that is concept 
based. 

 Content rich with global perspectives. 

 Delivers VA Standards of Learning (SOL) and 

WJCC division curriculum. 

 Spanish is taught as a second language to all 

students. 

 Integrates essential knowledge and skills. 

 Opportunities for service to home, school and  

community. 

Instructional Delivery 
 Inquiry-based instruction and learning leads to      

in-depth understandings of concepts. 

 Builds on students’ 

prior knowledge and  
experience. 

 Cooperative learning. 

 Differentiation of     

curriculum. 

 Open-ended inquiry 

and real life               
investigations. 

 Addresses those with 

different needs and     
abilities.  

   

 

 

Preparing  internationally-minded 
students for the 21st century  

Phone: 757-887-1768 
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Go Dolphins! 

IBPYP  at JRE                                                                                                                                                                         
Promotes... 

 International-

mindedness 

 Best teaching 

practices 

 Assessment in a 

variety of ways  

 Connections across 

disciplines  

 IB learner profile 

traits and attitudes  

 Action: Choosing to   

do something with 
learning   

 Spanish Language 

The Six Transdisciplinary 
Themes 

The six organizing themes of the Primary Years 
Program help teachers and students explore    

knowledge in the broadest sense of the world. The 
themes incorporate all the WJCC and Virginia        

Standards of Learning (SOLs). 

Who we are:  

Exploring ourselves, our beliefs and values, 
rights and responsibilities, our friends, fami-
lies, and cultures. 

Where we are in place and time:  

Exploring our location in place and time, our 
personal histories, local and global history 
and geography, migrations and discoveries of 
ourselves and others, the contributions of 
individuals and civilizations. 

How we express ourselves:  

Exploring the ways that we express our-
selves, our ideas, our feelings, our cultures, 
our creativity, and our beliefs and values 

through multiple disciplines. 

How the world works:  

Exploring natural and human-made phenome-
na and the world of science and technology.  

How we organize ourselves:   

Exploring human and living systems, commu-
nities, and the working world.  

Sharing the planet:  

Exploring relationships between living things 
and how humans share the world’s finite re-
sources. 

 James River offers Spanish to all 
students in addition to the WJCC                                                             
special subjects that include music, 

physical education, art, technology, 
special education, classroom guid-
ance, media, visions, and before and 

            after school programs.  

Mission Statement 

“James River students, parents, staff and community 

members share in the mission of providing a safe          

environment in which all children can develop academical-

ly, socially, physically and emotionally in order to become  

independent thinkers, lifelong learners and responsible 

citizens prepared to be active and compassionate partici-

pants in an international society.” 

James River Elementary   
International Baccalaureate 
Primary Years World School  



IBPYP Attitudes 

Balanced:  

They understand the importance of physical, 
emotional, and mental balance. 

Thinkers:  
They exercise initiative in applying thinking 
skills critically and creatively to make sound 
decisions. 

Risk-takers:  
They approach unfamiliar situations with cour-
age and have the confidence and independ-
ence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and 
strategies.  

Reflective:  
They give thoughtful consideration to their 
own learning and understand their strengths 
and limitations.  

Principled:  

They act with integrity and honesty. They take 
responsibility for their actions.  

Open-minded:  

They respect the views, values and traditions 
of other individuals and cultures.  

Knowledgeable :  
They have spent time in our schools exploring 
themes, concepts, and ideas, which have glob-

al relevance and importance.  

Inquirers:   
Their natural curiosity has been nurtured.  

Communicators:  
They receive and express ideas and infor-

mation confidently in more than one language. 

Caring:  

They show sensitivity towards the needs and 
feelings of  others. They have a sense of per-

sonal commitment to action.                    

James River recognizes students who exhibit 
the IB attitudes on a continual basis with the 

Dynamic Dolphin Awards.  

IBPYP attitudes are promoted within the class-
room and throughout the school community. 

Appreciation:  
Appreciating the wonder and beauty of the 
world and its people. 

Commitment:  
Being committed to their learning, pre-
serving and showing self-discipline and 
responsibility. 

Confidence:  
Feeling confident in their ability as learn-
ers. 

Cooperation:  

Cooperating,  

collaborating, and 
leading. 

Creativity:  

Being creative and 

imaginative in their 
thinking. 

Curiosity:  
Wanting to learn about other people, their 
cultures, and the world. 

Empathy:  

Projecting themselves in another’s situa-
tion in order to understand others views. 

Enthusiasm:  

Enjoying learning.  

Independence:  
Thinking and acting independently.  

Integrity:  

Having a firm sense of fairness and hones-
ty. 

Respect:  
Respecting themselves, others and the 
world around them. 

Tolerance:  
Being sensitive towards differences and 
diversity. 

From the Principal 
 

Greetings, Dynamic Dolphins!  

Welcome to James River Elementary School!  I 
am proud to have served as the principal of this 
internationally-minded school for the past two 
years.  In 2006, we received authorization as an 
International Baccalaureate Program and joined 
thousands of schools around the world.  I truly 
believe that all International Baccalaureate Pro-
grames provides a learning framework in which 
every child can be academically challenged and 
perform at high levels as they demonstrate the 
traits of the IB Learner profile. This program 
strongly aligns with our division and school goals 
which include educating all students for college, 
careers and citizenship. Our students learn foun-
dation skills and extend their knowledge through 
inquiry-based learning. They also learn responsi-
ble citizenship and collaborative skills needed in 
the 21st century workplace. International-
mindedness is encouraged as children use tech-
nology for research and to share learning with 
other children around the world. All James River 
students receive instruction in Spanish through 
direct classroom instruction by a Spanish    
teacher.   

 I want to take this 
opportunity to invite 
you to visit James 
River, volunteer at 
your convenience, 
and become a part 
of our school com-
munity! We love 
sharing our excite-
ment for learning 
and welcome your 
participation at any 
time! 

Mike Stutt 

Principal 

 
Learner Profile Traits 

IBPYP aims to develop internationally-minded          
citizens with the characteristics of successful glob-
ally-minded young people.  The school community 
of staff, parents and students strive to become:  

James River students hold 

the world in their hands! 

Michael Stutt, Principal 

Marie Vallone Assistant Principal 

Amy Strawn, IBPYP Coordinator  

More information: amy.strawn@wjccschools.org  


