
 

 

James River PTA 
 

August 2, 2016 
 
Call to Order: 5:25 pm 

 
Members In Attendance 

 
Keisha Atwood, Heidi Nemo, Dawn Oleksy, Jodi Rabinowicz, Julie Cullifer, Isabelle Cantrell, Tia 
Adams, Lori Jacobson, Cathy Smith  , Cathie Weddington, Alicia Ortega, Heidi Calvert, Amy 
Strawn, Marie Vallone, Mike Stutt, Heidi Meadows, Carolyn Harney 
 
President’s Report 

 
Mrs. Atwood welcomed the members in attendance and thanked the many new board members 
for their interest in supporting the PTA.   
 
Treasurer’s Report 

 
Mrs. Weddington shared the year end report that was compiled by Mr. Mike Burrows at the 
completion of the 2015-16 school year.  This is a tool for new board members to use in 
determining a budget for respective committees.  
 
An accordion folder has been established for the board to use to coordinate exchanges with the 
treasurer.  It will be housed in the PTA mailbox in the main office.  The procedures for 
requesting payment were shared with the board along with corresponding forms. 
 
Mrs. Weddington shared a detailed packet of instructions covering the guidelines for requesting 
checks, handling sales tax exemption purchases, petty cash requests, and general guidelines 
for handling money.  All fundraisers that involve the collection of money require prior approval 
from the board and school administration. 
 
A Plan of Work form was distributed as a tool for new board members to use in determining a 
budget for the year.  A proposed budget for the 2016-17 school year was shared with the board.  
Mrs. Weddington shared that a line item can be increased by $300 without approval from the 
board; however she cautioned members to make increases to line items now if they feel their 
budget is not adequate.   
 
The budget will be presented to the General Membership on September 29th at Back to School 
Night for approval.  All board members should submit their budget requests as soon as 
possible. 
 
Mrs. Weddington made a motion to approve Isabelle Cantrell as a signer on the checking 
account.  The motion was seconded by Dawn Oleksy. 
 
Vice President Report 
 

Mrs. Cullifer updated the board on the software, PTA Avenue which is an all-inclusive 
communication platform.  It can be used to track membership, promote events, send reminders 
and information, and allow members to volunteer for events. 
 



 

 

Improvements to the Outdoor Classroom were shared with the board.  The Outdoor Classroom 
was established in 1993 but has not been in working order for several years due to damage 
from a hurricane.  Mrs. Cullifer has garnered over $6,000 in donations to clear debris, repair the 
trail, and mulch the area.  She has involved volunteers from Water’s Edge Church and plans to 
partner with other organizations in the community.  She is hoping that the project is completed 
by October 1st.  
 
 
New Business:  Board meetings will be held on the 2nd Tuesdays of each month at 6:00 pm.  
 
Next Board Meeting:  September 13, 2016 @ 6:00 pm 
 
Meeting Adjourned:  7:10 pm 
 
 
 


