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Art in Nature 

By: Lucy 

I’m writing about how people are creative and leave messages on the walk-

ing trails by my house. There are lots of people in my neighborhood who are 

home because of the Coronavirus. Many people are walking, running and biking 

trails to get exercise. So, people are leaving nice messages in colorful chalk and 

sticks to cheer people up. People are also making animals out of gumballs. There 

are lots of materials in nature that can be used to make art. When my family sees 

a message, it makes us happy. I have seen lots of messages all around my neigh-

borhood, and I think lots of other people have, too. Some are messages of hope 

or encouragement, and others are activities like 15 jumping jacks. 

* All photos provided by the Barber family. 
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Quarantine Pros and Cons 

By: Campbell 

Quarantine is isolation from peo-

ple when something like an outbreak of 

a virus or a severe natural disaster has 

happened. Quarantine keeps you from 

coming in contact with people. On 

March 13th, we found out that we 

would be out of school for two weeks. 

It was a free for all when my class and I 

found out that school would be out for 

two weeks because of the coronavirus. 

We were all so psyched! Now, we are 

on quarantine. There are a lot of rea-

sons why quarantine is an exciting and a 

fun time. On the other hand, there are 

many reasons why quarantine is a hard-

ship.  

Initially, quarantine was an ex-

citing and fun time for me. When I got 

home, I was ready to get my desk 

space homeschool ready. My first day 

of homeschool was a little bit exciting. 

Quarantine is exciting because I don’t 

feel the nervous pain of tests and 

more work. I can pick my work sched-

ule and I can take snack breaks. The 

positive parts of this are that it is so 

peaceful at home. There is so much 

serenity. I can take breaks whenever I 

want. I have unlimited help from my 

mom. I am free to play for a while 

after lunch. For my after school time, I 

wanted to get a game. I got a new vid-

eo game called Animal Crossing, New 

Horizons which I think is supposed to 

be the number one quarantine video 

game. The game focuses on leveling 

up and customizing your own island 

paradise. At one point, we wanted to 

go above and beyond, so we set up a 

zip line in our back yard! It is so fun. 

The feeling is awesome when I glide 

through the air. It is fun and a bit scary 

when I hit the stop bock—I go way up 

and come back down! These are just a 

few of the reasons why quarantine is 

fun.  

After a while I realized that quar-

antine is not always fun. I soon real-

ized it was getting so sad. I am missing 

my friends and the school staff. I have 

to FaceTime my friends to see them. 

After a week or so, we got the mes-

sage from the news that schools 

would be closed for the rest of the 

school year.  

(continued on page 3) 
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I was devastated and sad that I 

wouldn’t be able to see my friends 

and the staff of James River Elemen-

tary School. Another negative thing is 

that there was so many websites to 

look at to  find my work. It is hard to 

keep in touch with my teachers and 

keep up with my school assignments. 

Sometimes, I don’t know where to go 

or what to do. We did a Zoom 

meeting where we got to FaceTime 

all of my classmates and teacher. It 

was fun to see all of my classmates! 

But it wasn’t like real school.  

So in conclusion, you can see that 
there are some positive and negative 

sides to being in quarantine. Based on 
my experiences with quarantine, I 
would recommend some things. You 
should probably keep a schedule be-
cause you might be able to finish early 
on your school work and you could 
play for a while. You could find some 
alone time and fresh air without com-
ing in contact with other people. To oc-
cupy yourself, you could try doing 
some crafting or wood working pro-
jects,  or something like meditating. 
You could just take a walk with some-
one in your family or a walk with your 
dog. You could play a video game or 
play with your pet. You could roast 
s’mores over an open fire or camp out 
in your backyard. Please be safe—this 
is no joke! 
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Make Being at Home Less Boring 

By: Jude 

 Normally, we would all go to 

school and then have something after 

school such as sports, music, dance, or 

some kind of club. Now, we have extra 

time, but we can’t spend all that time 

on tv or video games.  Since we are all 

stuck at home due to the coronavirus, 

here are some things that we can do to 

keep from getting bored: 

• Have a family game night 

• Go outside and get some exercise 

• Try learning a new musical instru-

ment (YouTube) 

• Learn to cook 

• Learn some magic tricks 

• Create some art 

• Go for a walk 

• Read a book 

 These are only a few ideas, so if 

you have any more ideas, you should 

share them with your friends. Since we 

can’t visit our friends in person, you can 

call them on the phone, email them, or 

have your parents tell theirs. Good luck! 

Page | 4 



  

 

How Bad is the Coronavirus? 

By: Steven 

The coronavirus is a huge deal--

this virus has left millions without 

jobs, killed more than one hundred 

thousand people, and over two mil-

lion cases have been reported world-

wide. Now only 2,000,000 cases have 

been reported, but that is only the 

amount of cases that have been report-

ed, not how many cases there are in the 

world. It takes about five to six days to 

show symptoms of this worldwide virus, 

but what makes this virus so horrible is 

the fact that some people do not show 

symptoms. If you want to know in per-

centages how bad these cases are, I have 

them: 82% are mild or not at all danger-

ous, 15% of these cases are bad or se-

vere, and 3% of these cases are fatal or 

critical. 

How to Keep Yourself Safe From the 

Coronavirus 

• Do some cleaning: take some cleaning 

wipes and scrub everything down, ta-

bles, chairs door, handles and every-

thing else.  

• Whatever you do, do not touch any 

openings on your face. Seriously, do  
  

 

                                          Image from Johns Hopkins Medicine 

not touch your mouth, face, nose, or 

eyes--these are about the only places 

germs can get into your body. 

• Don’t have friends over. Even if some-

one is having a super awesome party, 

don’t go. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Information came from Mark Rober, former 

 NASA engineer via You Tube: https://

 www.youtube.com/watch?v=I5-dI74zxPg , and https://

 coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html  
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Chocoflan 

By: Jorgina 

This recipe is a fun and easy way to 

spent time with your loved ones and 

bake a delicious dessert for you family. 

Here are the ingredients and supplies 

you'll need:  

7 eggs  

1 can of sweet condensed milk  

1 can of evaporated milk  

1 bottle of vanilla extract  

1 box of chocolate cake mix (or your 
favorite flavor)  

3/4 cups of vegetable oil  

1 cup of water 

1/2 cup of sugar  

1 cake mold  

1 measuring cup  

Preparation  

Caramel: 

In a small pan, pour the 1/2 cup of 
sugar and let it sit until it turns to car-
amel. Then quickly pour the caramel 
before it hardens.  

Cake: 

In a small mixing bowl, pour the 
whole bag of chocolate cake mix. 
Crack three eggs and add them to the 
mix. In the measuring cup, measure 

out 3/4 cups of vegetable oil  and add 
it to the cake mix. Next, measure out 
one cup of water and also add it to 
the mix. With a mixer or a whisk, mix 
up all the ingredients.  

Flan: 

Crack four eggs and put them in a 

blender along with the evaporated 

and sweet condensed milk. With a 

spatula or spoon, make sure that all 

the sweet condensed milk is in the 

blender. Blend it until all the eggs are 

blended. (If there are some stuck on 

the side, leave it there).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Put everything together  

Next pour the cake mix into the cake 
mold. Then carefully with the spatula 
under the blender pour out the flan 
mix out slowly until all of it is out. If 
there are bare spots its okay its nor-

mal. Set the oven to 350°and wait 

about 5 to 10 minutes or until the ov-
en dings and for it to heat up. Then 

put the dessert in the oven for it to 
bake for an hour. Then once its fully 
baked, let it cool for half an hour out 
of the oven and two hours in the 
fridge. Once the Chocoflan is cooled 
down, it’s ready to eat.  

 

Enjoy! :)  

Weekly Restaurant Guide 

Want to support local businesses? Check out these restaurants near by that are 

offering takeout/delivery! Each week we will spotlight a different restaurant! 

 

** The following restaurants are currently closed: The Sportsmans Grille,  The 

Whaling Company, and Waypoint Seafood. Check back for when they reopen! 

Restaurant Phone Number Website 

HomeCookin (757) 527-2437 https://www.homecookinva.com/  

Maurizio’s Italian Restaurant (757) 229-0337 
https://

www.mauriziositalianwilliamsburg.com/  

Emerald Thai Cuisine (757) 645-2511 http://emeraldthai.org/  

Doraldo Ristorante Italiano (757) 220-0795 http://doraldosrestaurant.com/  

Old City BBQ  (757) 378-5125 https://www.oldcitybbq.com/home  
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Restaurant Spotlight 

By: Jaclyn 
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The Hi-Five 

By: Sydney 
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By: Parker 
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By: Campbell 
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Interested in submitting to the COVID Chronicles?  Please send submissions 

to Ms. Routten at erin.routten@wjccschools.org 

We are looking for: 

• News articles 

• Personal narratives 

• Reviews of books, movies, tv shows, games, 

etc. 

• Comics 

• Recipes 

• Or an idea of your own! 

 

Inspired by the youth 

newspaper in San Francisco 

called “Six Feet of Sepa-

ration.” 
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