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Test dates
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

May 13 May 14

Gr. 5
Reading

May 15

Gr. 4 
Reading

May 16

Gr. 3 
Reading 

May 17

Gr. 5
Science

May 20 May 21

Gr. 4 
Math

May 22

Gr. 5 & Visions
Math

May 23

Gr. 3 
Math

May 24

Gr. 4
VA Studies

May 27

Memorial Day
No School

May 28 May 29

ALL GRADES
Reading 

Expedited 
Retake

May 30 May 31

Gr. 5 Science 
Expedited 

Retake

Gr. 4 VA 
Studies

Expedited 
Retake

June 3 June 4

5th Grade 
Band Activity 
(Tentative)

June 5

ALL GRADES
Math

Expedited 
Retake

June 6 June 7

FIELD DAY

Early Release



Computer Adaptive Testing- Reading and 
Math, Grades 3-6

-Reduced number of items

-Adapted to student’s answers

-Must answer each question before moving to the next

-Cannot go back to prior questions

Test Number of Items-

CAT

Number of Items-

Traditional

Grade 3 Reading 33 47

Grade 3 Math 32 50

Grade 4 Reading 33 47

Grade 4 Math 39 60

Grade 5 Reading 33 50

Grade 5 Math 39 60

Grade 6 Math 53 60



Keeping it in perspective…
SOL tests reflect MINIMUM standards.

SOL tests are snapshots of a student’s performance.

Students prepare ALL YEAR for these tests, in some cases over multiple grade 
levels.

SOL tests are not graded for student report cards.

Schools use SOL test scores to know more about what a student knows and is 
able to do.  Middle Schools use scores to inform appropriate class placement for 
students for the next school year.  Therefore…

It is suggested that students retake their SOL test if they score between 375-399.



What do the tests look 
like?



Reading SOL Test
The Reading SOL Test is broken up into three categories:

◦ Use Word Analysis Strategies and Word Reference Materials

◦ Demonstrate Comprehension of Fictional Texts

◦ Demonstrate Comprehension of Nonfiction Texts

This test is given on one day for 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade.  It requires 
students to read and evaluate numerous reading material at a 
third, fourth, or fifth grade level.  There are also several field test 
items on the test that do not count toward the students’ score.



Math SOL Test

The Math SOL Test is broken up into four categories:
◦ Number and Number Sense

◦ Computation and Estimation

◦ Measurement and Geometry

◦ Probability, Statistics, Patterns, Functions, and Algebra

The actual test is broken up into two sections that are given on one day.  
Calculators, if part of the test, may only be used on the second part of the 
test. There are also several field test items on the test that do not count 
toward the students’ score.



Science SOL Test- Grade 5
The Science SOL Test is broken up into four categories:

◦ Scientific Investigation

◦ Force, Motion, Energy, and Matter

◦ Life Processes and Living Systems

◦ Earth/Space Systems and Cycles

This test is given over one day and requires students to recall both 
fourth and fifth grade science objectives.

This test is NOT computer adaptive, but it IS taken on the 
computer.



Virginia Studies SOL Test- Grade 4
The Virginia Studies SOL Test is broken up into four categories:

◦ History

◦ Geography

◦ Civics

◦ Economics

This test is given over one day and requires students to recall fourth grade 
Virginia Studies objectives.  

This test is NOT computer adaptive, but it IS taken on the computer.



What are test questions 
like and how do I solve 
them?



Item Type- Multiple Choice
Strategy:

1. Carefully read the directions for each question.

2. Read the entire question, compare all the answers, and eliminate incorrect 
choices before choosing the correct answer.

3. Go back into the passage on the Reading SOL Test if the question refers to a 
specific sentence or paragraph.

4. Prove every answer- use your scrap paper to help you “see” your thinking.

5. Check your answer carefully before clicking “Next-” you won’t be able to go 
back for many Reading questions or for any  Math questions.



Item Type- Technology Enhanced Item 
(TEI)
These are questions that require the student to manipulate the mouse and 
answer choices in order to answer a question.  There are four types of 
technology-enhanced items: 
◦ Drag and Drop

◦ Hot Spot (which includes number line and coordinate plane items)

◦ Bar graph or Histogram

◦ Fill-in-the-blank. 

Technology-enhanced items are designed to boost the rigor of questions.

The following samples are NOT active; they are just to see what they look like.



Technology Enhanced Items (TEI)-
Drag and Drop Example for Math



Technology Enhanced Items (TEI)-
Drag and Drop Example for Reading



Technology Enhanced Items (TEI)-
Drag and Drop Example for Science



Technology Enhanced Items (TEI)-
Hot Spot Example for Math



Technology Enhanced Items (TEI)-
Hot Spot Example for Reading



Technology Enhanced Items (TEI)-
Hot Spot Example for Science



Technology Enhanced Items (TEI)-
Bar Graph/Histogram Example for Math and Science



Technology Enhanced Items (TEI)-
Fill-In-The-Blank Example for Math



Technology Enhanced Items (TEI)-
Fill-In-The-Blank Example for Science



General tips…
1. Students must make sure that they scroll through to read all pages of 
passages on the Reading SOL Test.

2. In general, answer choices have 3 distractors and one correct answer.  
Depending on the format of the question, students could eliminate the 
distractors with the Eliminator Tool.

3. Students might also be able to use two online highlighters to help them 
analyze questions and passages.

4. Students should take their time and may ask for a break to use the restroom 
or get water at any time during the test.



More general tips…
5. Work carefully.  Encourage your child to work slowly so he or she doesn’t 
make careless mistakes.  Also, double-check the work.

◦ Did you read the problem carefully?

◦ Is your answer logical (does it make sense)?

◦ Are all your calculations correct?

◦ Did you leave out any steps?

6. Estimate in math. Before calculating the precise answer, we encourage our 
students to make an estimate. Be careful of the questions that ask for an 
estimate as the answer.  These questions use words like about how 
many/much.



Even MORE general tips…
7. Students are encouraged to do a quick “brain dump“ of information they don't want 
to forget on their blank sheet of paper.

8. If your child doesn’t know something, encourage them to…
◦ Check their brain dump for help/hints.
◦ Eliminate obvious wrong answers.
◦ Work/Check each problem on paper, not just in your head.
◦ Draw a sketch.

9. If they STILL don’t know…
◦ If the answer choice is not given, check that you understood the question.

◦ Look closely at figures and pictures or reread the passage.

◦ Your child should only guess as a last resort and after they have narrowed their options down to two possible 
answers.



How can students 
prepare for the tests?



In-School Preparation
Your child’s teacher has embedded test-taking strategies and reviews in class 
lessons and activities as we’ve gone along in the school year, and will continue 
this in Quarter 4.

Being AT SCHOOL each and every day to participate in all activities, especially in 
Quarter 4, is most important.

All grade 3-5 students will partake in CAT practice testing and practice with the 
test navigation tools.

We have SOL Tutors during Quarter 4 who will support grade levels in order to 
allow teachers more time to remediate students as needed.



Parent Support
Encourage your child to complete all review activities assigned by his or her teacher.

Help your child get a good night’s sleep the night before each test.

Prepare a good breakfast before the test.

Ensure your child is on time to school on each test day.

Schedule appointments outside of test times.

Encourage your child to take a deep breath, try to relax, and do their best on test day.

You may install TestNav 8 onto your home computer and go through practice tests with 
your child at home, as well, though many teachers will be doing this through class 
centers.



State Information about SOL Tests
Frequently Asked Questions about SOL Testing:

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol_faq.pdf

Computer Adaptive Testing Information and Math and Reading Blueprints:

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/test_administration/cat/index.shtml

TestNav 8 Information:

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/practice_items/testnav8.shtml

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol_faq.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/test_administration/cat/index.shtml
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/practice_items/testnav8.shtml


Questions?


