
 I am a... Share your input 

1.  Parent As a homeowner and parent in Governor's Land, please know that parents put a lot of effort into research and moving into the neighborhoods where 
we would like for our children to attend school. Kids should go to school close to their homes so that they make friends with kids close by and not 
spend extra time on a bus. We feel our schools are an extension of our homes and family and would like to keep our schools as is. We would like to 
see no change to our high school Jamestown which is only a 7 minute drive for our junior and seniors. Thank you for all your efforts. 

2.  Parent Please do not change our neighborhood's school. We have already suffered through having our neighborhood community being torn apart during 
elementary redistributing. These very same children and families should not once again have to change schools. Please keep this in mind when you 
decide whose turn it is to change schools. 

3.  Parent I attended the School Board meeting on Tuesday and was shocked that so many speakers were attempting to steer the topic from the original 
redistricting of middle schools to high schools.  It seems that quite a few speakers, many of which did not even seem to have children in any of the 
schools, were demanding redistricting to remedy perceived social issues while trivializing real sacrifices that would be forced upon the students and 
parents currently in the system. 
Perhaps a different approach is necessary.  Since there seemed to be so many speakers who wanted the redistricting due to their strongly held beliefs, 
allow parents to enroll their children in whatever school they like.  The school districts would remain intact, with bus routes provided within the 
districts, but  parents who are set on their children attending a different school would arrange transportation on their own.  In this model,  a good 
number of people would be happy: those who moved into particular districts would keep their assigned schools and those who want their children to 
have a different experience than what they are currently receiving can do so. 

4.  Parent We are residents of JCC in the Greensprings West neighborhood. I ask that you DO NOT REZONE HS at this time - it is inevitable that a new HS will 
have to be built. Please delay rezoning until then.  I have a high school junior who will be devastated if he is moved to another school his senior year. 
He will feel like he is being punished for something that is not his fault. This may sound selfish but he will not have a chance to graduate with the 
other students that he has known most all his life (friends who live in nearby neighborhoods who were in the same elementary and middle schools as 
ours).  We understand rezoning has to happen however, it is unprecedented to rezone without the opening of another school. Rezoning now does not 
make the problem go away and will only create problems. If you are to rezone our neighborhood to a HS further away, either LHS or WHS while JHS is 
only a 5 minute drive from our neighborhood, then that will mean longer commute times which equal to earlier wake up times in the morning and  
drivers dangerously driving and rushing to get to school on time when  on Centerville Rd.  Please keep our children safe! If you are to rezone our 
neighborhood to a different school, then please grandfather in the students who have already started at JHS. We are willing to transport our child 
(and our neighbor's children if needed) ourselves if there are no buses that can be provided. We are willing to make that sacrifice. Please do not make 
the children make the sacrifice.  Thank you. 

5.  Parent Now is not the time to redistrict high schools. Capacity is a non-issue and all high schools share virtually identical graduation and high matriculation 
rates. Manufacturing diversity is a well-meaning but ultimately bad idea. It is ineffective, contradicts the core mission of the School Board and ignores 
lessons illustrated by low income, high achieving schools. 
I. Capacity is insufficient motivation with temporary gain. 
• Only Jamestown is over capacity yet is the highest achieving school. 
• Balancing population results in 97% capacity for all [1]. This provides only a temporary reprieve and creates a costly scenario where all schools 
require expansion while simultaneously harming students by severing crucial relationships. 
• WJCC’s Capital Improvement Plan calls for a new high school in 2022 when historically accurate projections show only JHS over capacity. 
II. FRP population does not determine academic success.  
• All high schools share graduation rates of over 90% [2].  



• College attendance ranges from 77% at Jamestown to 85% at Lafayette [3] despite the FRP differences. That bears repeating – with equal 
graduation rates among all high schools, LHS has the highest college attendance rate while having the highest FRP population. 
• Manufacturing perfect balance is a well-meaning but ultimately bad idea. The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development sponsored The 
Moving To Opportunity Program which allowed 4,600 low-income families to move to better neighborhoods and school systems. Due to the random 
lottery used, many scientists view experiments like this as the gold standard for evidence. 
• Two studies performed at both 4-7 years and 10-15 years after relocation found that "MTO had no detectable effects on math and reading 
achievement." Results can be viewed at http://MTOresearch.org [4]. 
III. SOL achievement does not tell the whole story.  
• SOL achievement gaps demonstrate school specific problems best addressed at the individual school level.  
• SOL scores are not relevant to employers or college acceptance boards. 
• SOL performance is a metric to achieve the practical end goal of graduation and employment or college acceptance. A goal at which which LHS 
excels. 
IV. A better solution exists. 
• The non-profit Education Trust annually recognizes [5] low-income, high achievement schools that share common traits.  
• These traits are supported by researchers at the Universities of California and Georgia [6] that found “after controlling for the effects of school 
policies and practices, the socioeconomic composition had no significant impact on student learning“. They went on to write: “The impact of 
socioeconomic composition was explained by four school characteristics: teacher expectations, the amount of homework that students do, the 
number of rigorous courses that students take, and students’ feelings about safety". 
V. FRP as a redistricting criteria is discriminatory, avoids real solutions, and contradicts the mission of the School Board. 
• Balancing FRP gives the political appearance of improvement when it has effectively labeled FRP students a liability to be spread evenly. 
• Using FRP as a primary criteria in the face of "gold standard" evidence showing it ineffective is the definition of arbitrary. 
• It's not the mission of the School Board or the schools to conduct social experiments but rather to instill specific academic skills. 
• Redistricting forces innocent students and parents to bear the responsibility of internal school performance issues best addressed internally. 
VI. IN SUMMARY - Don't do more harm than good with unnecessary disruption in the critical high school years. Do not redistrict High Schools until a 
new school is built. Instead, focus on the building blocks and practices that result in high academic success for ALL students regardless of school. 
FOOTNOTES: 
[1] Williamsburg-James City County Public Schools Board Docs -  http://tinyurl.com/y9reup33  
[2] Williamsburg-James City County Public Schools Portrait of a Graduate: Class of 2016 - http://tinyurl.com/y765fzo4  
[3] Williamsburg-James City County Public Schools Portrait of a Graduate: Class of 2016 - http://tinyurl.com/y765fzo4  
[4] U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development Moving to Opportunity (MTO) for Fair Housing Demonstration Program - http://MTOResearch.org  
[5] The Education Trust: Dispelling the Myth - https://edtrust.org/dispelling_the_myth  
[6] Does Segregation Still Matter? The Impact of Student Composition on Academic Achievement in High School; RUSSELL W. RUMBERGER - University 
of California Santa Barbara;  GREGORY J. PALARDY University of Georgia - http://tinyurl.com/yc4h4jj4 

6.  Parent When we moved to the area it was confusing to us because our subdivision, Powhatan Secondary, was split between two different elementary 
schools. It is very disheartening to think that this could be the case for the other schools as well. We chose this subdivision because we want our 
children to attend Jamestown. I pray careful consideration is given to the redistricting guidelines to ensure some type of consistency with where our 
children attend school. 



7.  Parent My understanding is that there may be out-of-zone students attending JHS without permission from the WJCC School Board.  If the enrollment 
numbers showing 110% or 111% over-capacity at JHS may be used to possibly redistrict current JHS students to another high school based on 
overcrowding, can the WJCC School Board first verify that the students enrolled at JHS actually live within the zone for JHS?  Otherwise the numbers 
are flawed.  More background checks/residence verification should be taking place. 
Discussion at previous WJCC School Board meetings centered around the possibility of redistricting the high schools so that the capacity percentages 
are equal.  This may be flawed math in that growth projections in James City County and the City of Williamsburg do not indicate the same growth in 
all portions of the County and City.  Most of the County growth will be in upper County where there is more developable land and issued building 
permits (zoned for WHS) along with the Jamestown Road corridor (zoned for LHS).  So, the growth is projected to be in those areas more than in the 
JHS zone at this time.  Also, growth in the City will be around the Quarterpath area and possibly the Midtown Row area which are within the LHS zone.  
So, if all three high schools are rezoned for capacity balance (approximately 98% capacity each), and then growth is unbalanced and higher in the LHS 
& WHS zones, these two schools will quickly be overcapacity while JHS most likely will remain about the same. 
Proximity to schools should be one of the main criteria and should be considered as driving distance, not "as the crow flies". 
The WJCC School Board should give consideration to a program such as the Pathways Project for LHS which would be a draw for students to want to 
attend LHS out-of-zone.  The Pathways Program at WHS based on my understanding seems to be for Engineering/STEM/Computer Science which 
seems to be too large a topic/area of interest.  The "hot" major in colleges today appears to be Computer Science.  I think if a Computer Science 
Pathways type program was started at LHS it would encourage the best & brightest to attend out-of-zone and would also benefit existing LHS 
students.  Also, computer science is a field that can propel students into college to major in that field or into a technical career through IT training as 
my next door neighbor is doing.  College is not the answer for every student and this field of study should be promoted, not discouraged.  The IT folks 
at the company I work for (who went to ECPI) make more than I do. 
Any redistricting should take into account neighborhoods that have already been moved over and over again in previous redistricting. 
Grandfathering should be allowed for all existing/current high school students.  Redistricting, if it is done at the high school level, should begin with 
rising 9th graders so as to not negatively impact current students.  I submitted a detailed letter including references regarding this topic. 
A neighborhood is an area with people who live in close proximity to one another, where they identify themselves as belonging to that area. 
A secondary road is a poor choice for dividing boundaries because it creates inefficiencies in the bus transportation system (two buses traveling on 
the same road) and a situation where students on one side of the road may attend a different school than students on the opposite side of the same 
road. Redistricting the high schools at this point in time without a 4th high school does not increase capacity overall and therefore is pointless.  The 
focus of this redistricting should be on the middle schools to fill James Blair (or other name of new school). 

8.  Parent Please consider grandfathering children who have started a school into the school to finish where they started.  This is a very common practice in 
other counties throughout Virginia.  No child (especially in middle and high school) should have to move to a different school once they have started.  
This is very disruptive and often times emotionally traumatic for children.   
Also, if each school receives a certain amount of money per head from the county, and the county has ultimate say so in how large PTA donations are 
spent in each school, I'm unclear of how diversifying  the schools economically will have any effect on the overall rating of the school?   Why can't 
each neighborhood be zoned to the school they are closest to?  Long bus rides to move children around to schools not close to them will cost tax 
payers too much money and will have negative consequences on the children.  Bus rides are unmonitored and can get out of hand quickly.  My 
children have experienced it first hand in the short bus rides they have.  Taking precious morning and afternoon time for longer bus rides will also 
negatively impact our kids. Thank you for your consideration. 



9.  Parent Many speakers at the public comment hearing spoke regarding the achievement gap between white students and black students in our schools as a 
reason for redistricting high schools.  I would like to point out that the achievement gap is very similar in all in the schools, so moving students around 
is not going to make a difference in fixing this problem.   
Here are the differences in SOL pass rates between whites and blacks for Jamestown & Lafayette for '16-'17: 
Subject          JHS       LHS 
Reading          10         10 
Writing            14         16 
History            24         27 
Math               17         32 
Science          22         28 
Very similar except for math, where it should be noted that even Lafayette's white student pass rate was only 83%, while all others were in the 90's.  
Perhaps this is an issue with the math department at this school, rather than a true discrepancy in the gap between schools.  This needs to be 
addressed-but not through redistricting. 
So, with these small differences, is it really worth disrupting all of these students?  In addition, free & reduced lunch student families often do not 
trust "the establishment" and take longer to form bonds with teachers/counselors.  These are the students the least resilient that will be most hurt by 
having to switch schools.  You are HURTING THE VERY STUDENTS THAT YOU ARE TRYING TO HELP.  They don't want to move either!  In addition, 
everyone will be moved again when space is added.   
NOW IS NOT THE TIME TO REDISTRICT THE HIGH SCHOOLS! 
Middle schools:  clean slate-time to get everything balanced again-socioeconomic and proximity weighed equally.  Keep neighborhoods together. 

10.  Comm. 
Member 

Thank you for your time and taking into consideration public opinion.  From watching the last meeting, it seems we have a young school board with 
members who have differing opinions, including "what is a neighborhood."  In my experience as a parent, and now a grandparent, it typically reflects 
a community that also has a wide range of opinions. Thus, I believe limiting this first round of redistricting to middle school to be wise.  The 
knowledge and experience gained can be applied to addressing the high schools at a later time.  Besides, a temporary fix for high schools doesn't truly 
solve the problem of all schools being close to capacity. It just shuffles children only to shuffle them shortly again.  This adds emotional stress to the 
community and its children. 
As far as what criteria should be valued... Stop splitting neighborhoods.  Just as we wish to support our county well, we should support the 
neighborhoods with in the county by allowing them to be cohesive groups-- major bond to the cohesive group being attending the same schools. 
Secondly, many of our children are very busy with after school activities-- perhaps over scheduled.  These children need as much time after school to 
unwind and do homework as possible.  Thus, proximity (and thus short bus rides / commutes) should be a priority.  Proximity also makes it easier for 
parents to pick up from after school activities and to volunteer at the school.  When schools are farther, it can cause a burden for low income families 
who do not own a car and may need before or after school care. 
Thank you for caring about the children in our community. 

11.  Parent If redistricting is necessary, why not write in a "grand-father clause" that ensures that children who have attended a certain school X number of years, 
will be permitted to stay at that school if it's their last year or two. 



12.  Comm. 
Member 

1) Please do not split neighborhoods (what people in the community call themselves).  Cohesive neighborhood are good for the county and good for 
children.  Splitting Powhatan Secondary had negative consequences for that community and hurt their cohesiveness. 
2) Prioritize proximity please.  As a teacher and grandmother, I know that children do not benefit from long bus rides.  Children should have as much 
time as possible to play and do activities, in addition to their homework, after their long school day. 
3) Please do not include high school redistricting.  Pulling children from Jamestown to Lafayette and Warhill is a short sighted solution given the 
locations where growth is projected in our county.  We will likely need to redistrict again in 3 years given the growth projections. Instead, the board 
needs to plan for adding to an existing high school or building a new one.  Lastly, there is more that enough to focus on with just redistricting a new 
middle school, especially given a relatively fresh board with such varying opinions, including how to even define a neighborhood. 

13.  Parent Please do not include high school redistricting.  1) Knowledge gained from the middle school redistricting can be applied and all but one board 
member is new to the process.  2) The population growth is predicted in the North West area of Wmbg, so pulling children from Jamestown to 
Lafayette and Warhill is a short sighted solution.  3) Redistricting to only have to redistrict again in 3 years is a bad idea and disruptive to children and 
families. 4) We need to start planning to add to an existing high school or build a new high school for the growth projected in three years-- a proper 
fix.  
Secondly, please keep neighborhoods together.  A neighborhood is what people in the community call themselves.  Cohesive neighborhood are good 
for the county and good for our children.  Splitting a neighborhood hurts that community. 
Lastly, please prioritize proximity.  Children are busy with homework and activities.  They do not benefit from long bus rides.  Reducing the distance 
high school drivers (who are all new to driving) travel decreases motor vehicle accidents. 

14.  Parent Redistricting has the potential to effect a large number of students in the WJCC school district.  Throughout previous redistricting processes, the 
school division has sought to favor certain ideas including diversity, neighborhood schools and balancing enrollments.  While many neighborhoods 
have remained unaffected throughout the previous redistricting processes, other neighborhoods have borne the brunt of redistricting every time. 
Those families have had their students moved from school to school to school, ostensibly to provide for the best outcomes for all students.  Yet, the 
most recent DOE report card for WJCC schools shows that the performance of subgroups is suboptimal compared to neighboring counties.  We have 
this outcome as a result of previous redistricting.  It would appear that previous redistricting criteria were inadequate. The results, as measured by 
standardized test scores, have not improved. Yet, at the most recent School Board meetings, the same standards for redistricting that were used 
previously have been proposed again.  This certainly meets one commonly accepted definition of insanity: doing the same thing over and over and 
expecting different results.  It is time to dry a different approach.  Proximity to a school should be one of the defining factors for which school one 
attends.  Additionally neighborhoods should be kept together. It takes a village to educate a child, and we all in some way depend upon our families, 
our friends and our neighbors during our children's K-12 experience.  The most robust educational support will come from those supporting 
individuals that reside closest to our schools and those that have the vested interest as family, as neighbors and as friends.  While diversity is a 
laudable goal, it should not come at the expense of creating greater participation difficulties for those most desperately in need of support.  
Disrupting student, parent and family lives in the name of diversity has not proven to increase outcomes in this district. Please consider mitigating 
these difficulties by making proximity and neighborhood cohesion the primary focus of the current redistricting. 

15.  Parent Good Evening! I live in Powhatan Secondary and am concerned about the upcoming redistricting process.  I believe in order to adequately redistrict 
for the new middle school it is imperative that the board learn from the past. I believe proximity to schools is paramount!  The closer the school is to 
the neighborhood the better for the families.  Please minimize disruption to the families with NOT including the high schools in this redistricting. I 
understand Jamestown is over capacity but Lafayette and Warhill are in the areas where growth is happening and they will fill up soon too. To move 
our high school kids now would be irresponsible as they have been moved in the last three redistrictings. I thank you for your time and consideration 
to this matter. 



16.  Parent Any future redistricting must account for the inequality and imbalance that currently exists among the high schools. Even though we live in the same 
county, the resources, facilities and academic achievement are worlds apart. Each high school should represent a cross section of the community to 
promote "one Williamsburg/JCC." For too long Lafayette has been treated as a second-class citizen. Exposure to diversity in terms of race, socio 
economic stats and ideas is a benefit that can enrich every child's learning experience. The time to address the inequality and imbalance is now. Thank 
you for conducting this study and for the opportunity to provide valuable public input. 

17.  Comm. 
Member 

Although I no longer have children in school we have had to move schools every time.  My daughter moved as a 5th grader and 8th grader.  Please 
leave us where we are 

18.  Parent I want to keep high schools as part of the changes and neighborhoods together.  
I also wanted to know why we can't have all of WJCC schools with uniform policies ? Everyone with one uniform with no issues .  
I would rather buy underprivileged children uniforms multiple times than one pair of jeans a year . This is a great way to keep everything on one level 
playing field and keep everyone the same! Kids or parents won't worry about little things that make people feel differently and a negative impact! 
Children will work better knowing there no pressure for status other then getting good grades ! Let's make this happen ! 

19.  Comm. 
Member 

Dear Honorable Members of the School Board, As a resident of Powhatan Woods, I am writing to encourage you to keep our community's children 
together. My kids are grown, but I do feel it is important for children to have friends that they bond with in and out of school. It also places a bigger 
burden on parents if they cannot share carpools. Please work to keep not just our community, but all neighborhood communities, undivided. Thank 
you for your time and consideration. Sincerely, Rachael Yunis 

20.  Parent As a parent who has lived in this community for 10 years and seen the effects of several redistrictings, I ask that you consider the following during this 
next iteration: 
1)  Keep neighborhoods together.  Many relationships are built through the normal neighborhood interactions (kids playing/ pool/ HOA meetings and 
events / etc) that transfer to school and PTA involvement.  Breaking up neighborhoods weaken some of those natural ties.  
2). Give consideration to neighborhoods that have been redistricted in the past.  
3). Consider not redistricting HS.  It does not appear that any HS is critically overcrowded as yet but the current population growth may require a new 
HS be built in the next few years. May be better to put off HS relocation until a new HS is in place in order to reduce the burden on kids by being 
moved multiple times. Thank you for your consideration 

21.  Comm. 
Member 

I urge you to leave Greensprings Plantation high schoolers at Jamestown. As a parent with recent JHS grads it is important to consider distance from 
home to school with young drivers and after school activities. 

22.  Parent After listening to the comments presented at the School Board last night, one thing is clear. Lafayette needs help closing the gap in scores between its 
FRL population and its non-FRL population.  
The solution to this issue is NOT to redistrict these students, who have already built bonds with counselors, coaches and teachers at their school. The 
solution to this problem is to provide more funding to schools with higher FRL populations. Instead of allotting funding on a per student basis to our 
schools, the School Board should allot twice as much funding to each FRL student. This is the way to close the achievement gap between 
socioeconomic groups in WJCC.  
Years ago DJM elementary school was performing very poorly with its high FRL population. After the last redistricting the School Board allocated 
additional funds to this elementary school and changed the administration. As a result the school made a miraculous recovery. I was thrilled to see it 
win an award at last night’s School Board meeting.  
The solution to our socioeconomic achievement gap at the high school level is not to move these students and further disrupt their education, but to 
provide more resources to this particular subset of students. 



23.  Parent Thank you for the public meeting last night. It was enlightening to hear all of the comments. I had to leave early because I didn't have childcare and 
needed to get the kids home. So please forgive me if what I say is redundant. 
The task before you is challenging, because you will not make everyone happy. I respect this challenge wholeheartedly. Because we are new to the 
area, I have not heard previous communication about the redistricting, and my big question is about the why. What is your goal? It sounds like 
overcrowding is the biggest issue and perhaps that this whole discussion was spurred by the opening of the 4th middle school next year - creating an 
obvious need to move kids to that school. Perhaps your PIO could create an FAQ page to post on the district website. I work in PR/Communication 
and would be happy to volunteer help in creating a public page to assist with your communication needs. I have previous experience working in 
county government and know that public concerns can be tricky. Being transparent and providing ongoing communications will be the key to 
preserving the board's image through this process. When you look at the criteria for aligning new boundaries, I trust that you will take many factors 
into consideration. My only "new" thought is about the kids who are new to the district - both military and others who have moved to the area. 
Middle school is a terribly awkward time for kids. And while you don't know yet about high school redistricting, high school is a time when kids need a 
foundation on which to rely to spur their future success. So, for those who are new to the district, having to change schools again next year could be 
challenging for them. Therefore, my only request for consideration is that you look at a rolling implementation of the new boundaries. 
Two thoughts -  
1) Implement all new boundaries for 2018-2019, but grandfather current middle school students who were new to the district allowing them to keep 
the continuity of schools for their middle school career; likewise if you look at the high schools in this process, grandfather current high school 
students who were new to the district, allowing them to complete high school in one location. This could be a matter of choice, too, allowing for the 
grandfathering but if a parent wants to choose to send their children to the new school assignment, they could choose to do so; or 
2) More simply, implement the new boundaries on a rolling basis, thereby automatically grandfathering those who were new to the district in the past 
few years. So, this year's 6th and 7th graders would stay at their current school, but this year's 8th graders would go to their newly aligned high school 
next year. And the current high school students would remain at their current high schools, with the new boundaries taking effect as each grade 
moves up over the next four years. But any new students to the district moving forward would begin their WJCC experience at the newly assigned 
schools. This second option may initially resolve the middle school issue with the opening of the 4th middle school  next year and buy some time to 
figure out the high school issue and whether it's more prudent to consider expanding the current schools or build a fourth high school. 
Just some thoughts to consider for students who have already endured big changes in their lives. While kids are resilient, offering them the 
consistency of where they attend school after major family changes and moves, can be helpful. Thank you for time! Trish 

24.  Parent I am strongly in favor of districting by geography, as much as possible. This county covers a large area. Bussing students long distances is detrimental 
for several reasons: 1) Students have less opportunity to interact socially, and social interaction is a facto that helps to bind a community; 2) Quality of 
life is negatively impacted when students and/or parents must commute longer distances (and pay more for gas); 3) Frequent redistricting has a 
negative impact on real estate values due to instability; 4) Playing with the numbers at a macro level (e.g., free and reduced lunch ratios) only serves 
to normalize all schools to the same level instead of elevating all schools to a higher level. Meet the schools where they are! If some need more 
resources than others, then so-be-it. 

25.  Parent Member if Powhatan Secondary neighborhood.  Please leave elementary schools alone - we love DJ Montague.  Recommend redistricting our 
neighborhood to the new middle school...with the name Pocahontas Middle School.  Thank you for your attention. 



26.  Parent I have lived in James City County Williamsburg for most of my life.  I went to Bruton Heights Elementary School, James Blair Middle School and 
Lafayette high School.  I have seen our community grow and change for better and for worse.    My husband and I have 2 children in the James City 
school district.  We live in Powhatan Secondary.  We chose to live in this amazing community when we chose to have a family and have never been 
disappointed!  The one thing that has disappointed us is that our neighborhood has been impacted through the counties redistricting process every 
single time! I have been to numerous school board meetings throughout all of your redistricting processes and seen the effects on all of the children 
and families.  I understand that the possibility of redistricting the high schools on the table this time around and I also understand that Jamestown is 
severely overcrowded then Warhill then Lafayette.  I also understand that if we "even out " the numbers now then in about 3 years we will have all 
three high schools overcrowded and will be in need of a new high school which would actually be a great thing to start planning for NOW.  Once we 
build a new sign school we will have to redistrict these children again!  This is ridiculous.  As long as the majority of the schools are happy at this point 
allow the kids to remain at their high schools until a new high school is built (which an educated school board would realize needs to be budgeted for 
NOW). 
As for the middle schools, I realize that redistricting will occur as we have a new school that needs children.  In redistricting for the middle school, I 
realize that a few loudly spoken people have suggested that diversity is the most important thing.  I completely agree that diversity is important but 
certainly not the most important thing!  When we speak of free lunches it is not only a certain color or race of child it is all races.  We need to realize 
that we have families that live paycheck to paycheck all over our entire community!  Moving the children  all over is the last thing that we need.  Our 
city bus lines do not service all of our county which does not allow parents without transportation to easily get all over our community.  We do not 
even have enough people to drive our school buses, by the time our tier 3 buses are picking up the children they can be up to 40 minutes late!  My 
child has gone to school close to an hour late since the beginning of school at least 3 times.  Our community was on the local news for lack of bus 
drivers, wow what a great thing for us to make the news for!  The last redistricting had a suggestion to bus children to and from Grove to Stonehouse!  
Really???  To get Diversity!!!!  To have any child have to suffer this type of thing is ridiculous!   I believe that in considering redistricting you need to 
realize that certain neighborhoods have been affected more than others meaning their children and families have had to change their lives more then 
not!  We are one of the neighborhoods!  We have been affected every single redistricting!   
I realize that this is a almost brand new school board and that many of you do not have children that can be affected.  I hope that in this process you 
use the children and the main reason to make decisions.  They are the reason you have a job!  They are already not able to be taught anything but SOL 
and the main concern in our schools is that.  Our teachers are not paid that well nor are they allowed to truly teach.  The teachers we have in our 
system are amazing given what they are given or not given to teach.  Our children have grown to love their teachers and their friends.  Give our 
children a chance to continue to appreciate their teachers and schools.  Allow them to continue to flourish their friendships rather than lose the ones 
they already have and force them into a situation they are already uncomfortable in.  It has been shown Middle School is one of the hardest 
transitions in a Childs school life.  Please allow our children to go to school with their friends that they have made a nurtured throughout elementary 
school! Thank you Heather Hansen 

27.  Parent Our family recently relocated in order to have our children in the current school zone. We purchased our previous home because of the school 
district, but a few years later we were redistricted. We understand that sometimes this needs to happen, so we stuck it out and then decided to once 
again purchase our new home in the school district we desired.  Now we are hearing rumbles of redistricting again and feel that it is unjust and 
unnecessary. We feel that our community should be allowed to remain as is,so as not to split up and disrupt our students once again. 



28.  Parent Hello, The reality is that there is only one high school with an overcrowding problem at this time. Ironically, the school (Jamestown) with the 
"problem" is the school that is performing the best, therefore there is not really a problem at this time. Clearly there will be overcrowding at all 
schools in the future but redistricting now will accomplish nothing. If it is determined that redistricting will indeed take place, there is really only one 
criteria that that should be relevant and it is proximity and here is why.  I attended the hearing on September 19th regarding redistricting and felt that 
the underlying cause of our academic discrepancies was not properly identified. We are very fortunate to live in a community where all of our schools 
are great and they all have equal resources. Whether you are rich, poor, black, or white all students have equal opportunity at all of our schools to 
excel. It does not matter what building you learn in. The discrepancies in performance lie solely on the parents of the students. While I appreciate 
everyone looking to find a quick fix to the problem, the student demographics are not the problem. The diverse crowd at the meeting last night all 
have one thing in common. They care about our children's education. I would bet that ALL of the students of these parents excel at ALL of the 
different schools. The real problem with academic discrepancies lies in parental indifference which will not be corrected by redistricting. 
Unfortunately underachieving students will underachieve no matter what school they are in. This problem will require a whole other set of programs 
to change the mindset of the indifferent parents which has nothing to do with redistricting. Indifferent parents can be rich, poor, black, and white. 
Those parents were not at last night’s meeting. This brings me back to the only relevant criteria of proximity. Proximity ensures the safety of our 
children through less time on dangerous roads and more rest as they will not have an unnecessarily long commute. Finally, proximity instills a sense of 
community, ownership and pride in their local schools. 

29.  Parent Please make the entire district and all schools strong with fair and equitable resources and teacher support. No favoritism or veiled 'segregation' 
please. 

30.  Parent I believe neighborhoods should be kept together when considering redistricting. The second most important factor that should be considered is 
distance/bus travel time. I know it is impossible to please everyone when redistricting and I know the county will do everything in its power to do 
what is best for the students. 

31.  Parent I can't seem to understand why my children are zoned for a high school that is 17-20minutes away when there is a high school 3 minutes away. When 
redistricting please be mindful of proximity of home & school. 

32.  Parent There is already discussion among fellow neighbors that the school board has already pre-determined what neighborhoods will be moved out of the 
Jamestown High School district.  While this may or may-not be true, the thought that there is  pre-determination in the decision before the study is 
completed, will leave the county open to expensive law suits that will have to be defended.  I highly recommend that high school redistricting be 
shelved, because it is not necessary.  It is going to cause much acrimony among all JCC and Williamsburg residents. 
Middle school redistricting does have to occur because of the new Middle School.  High School redistricting does not have to occur. 

33.  Parent As we approach a deadline for selecting redistricting criteria I am becoming concerned by the big push for diversity.  Not that diversity isn't important 
but when given three main points to be considered I feel it falls short of making the list.  If to achieve diversity kids have to be bused across town 
forcing earlier starts to already long days, requiring more money in transportation costs, and making it more difficult for parents to remain involved in 
school communities that are far from home it is clearly not an answer.  The transportation system is already falling way short causing students to 
regularly miss valuable instruction time because it is constantly behind schedule and spread too thin.  Proximity should be a first priority in the new 
map proposals.  This first priority lends itself to what I believe should be second.  Boundaries.  Neighborhoods should be kept together in the new 
districts. Whatever the situation transitions made together, with the familiar faces of neighborhood friends will be easier on children and their 
families.  That said our community, Powhatan secondary, has repeatedly suffered in the redistricting of our schools.  We have been moved over and 
over and split down the middle.  I would urge the committee to discourage repeat boundary changes to our students who have had more than their 
fair share of transitions over the years. 



34.  Parent Redistricting middle schools is necessary because of the introduction of a new middle school  Redistricting high schools is not necessary as doing so 
will fill all 3 to 97%-98% capacity, at which point one or more schools will need to be expanded, requiring redistricting again in 2-3 years.  Why put our 
high school and rising high school kids through?  Expansion is what should be considered immediately, followed by redistricting to fill that expansion. 
As for middle schools: 1. Keep neighborhoods together 2. Consider proximity to the school 

35.  Parent I think we should make sure our neighborhoods stay together, and are not split up and end up going to different middle schools. I also do not see the 
need to redistrict our high schools at this time. 

36.  Parent This is the 3rd redistricting since my oldest began school in WJCC.  Each time, friends are separated and tensions run high so I hope the board will 
redistrict in a way that minimizes the chances of another redistricting in the near future.  Proximity is the most important factor, quickly followed by 
keeping neighborhoods together.  I have volunteered/ been very involved in elementary and high school because they are within 2 miles of our house.  
The middle school (Hornsby) is a 20 minute drive. I do not volunteer there, I do not drive there unless absolutely necessary.  The middle school day 
runs 9 hours due to long bus rides (whereas high/ elementary) is less than 8.  It matters to children.  The middle schools need redistricting  for the 
new school and especially with so many trailers at Berkeley.  The high schools though I'm concerned about redistricting now and again 4 years later 
(when the new one is built).   
Bus times seem to affect so many parts of the school day with the 3 tier system driving start times.  High schools having AEP first thing in the day is a 
waste of time.  Using proximity to determine school redistricting does not solve these problems but it does reduce bus drive times/ distances to make 
the day more efficient. 

37.  Parent Bottom line up front, I adamantly oppose any attempt to re-district rising and current high school students from the Powhatan Secondary 
neighborhood to another high school. Students from this neighborhood currently attend Jamestown High. We are a military family who just moved to 
this area. My daughter is currently in 8th Grade at Hornsby, and will attend JHS next year. We moved to Powhatan Secondary specifically so she could 
attend this specific school district. As a military family, we move to a new area on a periodic basis. Not because we want to do so, because we have to 
do so. Disrupting my child's school and educational environment on that basis alone provides enough turmoil already, and I want my daughter to 
remain as stable as possible through her high school years. Looking more objectively, the projected growth in the areas surrounding the other two 
high schools is higher than that of surrounding the communities that feed JHS. Therefore, any changes to the current balance will result in a much 
greater over-capacity rate at the other two high schools. Do not re-district the Powhatan Secondary community away from Jamestown High School. 

38.  Parent We are a military family and just moved into the area this summer. We currently live in Powhatan Secondary. We chose this neighborhood based on 
the schools. My daughter is in 8th grade and we are hoping to keep her in the same high school for her four years. Please don't uproot our children. 

39.  Parent Keeping neighborhoods together and proximity to the nearest HS should be the top two criteria in your planning. 

40.  Parent Leave the schools as is!  Jamestown is not suffering in test scores because of "crowding".  I'm 
Zoned for Lafayette with a child in middle and elementary school and that's where I want my kids to go... quit shuffling kids around... it's ridiculous 
that WJCC can't seem to get it together in regard to the school district. 



41.  Parent After the school board meeting last night it is clear that FRL students at the high school require more resources from WJCC to reduce the achievement 
gap. Please provide these additional resources to these students, and STOP funding the schools on a per student basis. As a Jamestown districted 
family, we KNOW that Lafayette needs more resources than it is currently receiving. This is why the numbers of students attending Lafayette 
decreased between 2016-17 to 2017-18. Redistricting is not going to help this situation. Additional funds will. Please fix this problem by allocating 
MORE resources to FRL students, NOT by moving them across town to a new school. Perhaps the administration needs "fixing" there as well? Or at 
least a change?  
For the new middle school, please consider combining the MOST parentally engaged neighborhood (Powhatan Secondary - in its entirety!) with a 
large number of the most needy FRL students (who often have much less parental involvement). This will make for a successful school and decrease 
the achievement gap at the middle school level. Powhatan Secondary has always attended the "best" schools, simply because the schools they are 
districted for become the "best". This is because they have the most parental involvement of any neighborhood in WJCC. Keep Powhatan Secondary 
together, and they can come together to make a very strong school, regardless of FRL levels. Break Powhatan Secondary apart at News Road, and 
everyone loses. 

42.  Parent The School Board must keep the Powhatan Secondary neighborhood together.  We are ONE neighborhood.  It doesn't make any sense to bus our kids 
all over town to meet some arbitrary measurement.  The School Board needs to consider proximity to schools and minimize disruption of our 
students. This approach is better for the children, reduces travel time to schools, reduces wear and tear on buses, and should result in efficiency. 

43.  Parent Please consider keeping neighborhoods together as one of the top priorities in redistricting.  Thank you! 

44.  Parent I recently attended a meeting in my community as well as the School Board meeting on September 19th and have the following comments: 
- The opening remarks at the School Board meeting indicated that a decision had not yet been made on redistricting the High Schools; that the High 
Schools may be redistricted - this does not match what is on the website.  The website states that the Middle Schools and High Schools will be 
redistricted. 
- I believe that the High Schools should not be redistricted at this time. It is clear that capacity numbers will drive the need for a new High School in 
the near future and our focus and attention should be on planning for and getting funding for a new high school.  When a new high school is in place, 
then perform the redistricting. 
- Although socioeconomic diversity is important and should be one of the criteria when redistricting, it should not drive the need to redistrict or be 
the first priority in redistricting. Proximity to schools and keeping communities together should be first priority. 
- If the decision is made to redistrict the high schools, then current high school students should not be impacted. Students should not be forced to 
change high schools- only students entering high school should be impacted. Once kids enter high school, they should be able to continue at that high 
school - it is extremely important to their identity and should not be disrupted as they prepare for college and life/education beyond high school. 
- I believe all of the high schools in WJCC are strong. I know several kids at all of the high schools and they all have pride in their school.  If there are 
weaknesses at the schools and schools need more resources, fix the schools - don't just move kids around. 

45.  Parent Communities are important in the social development of our children and district lines should not break up neighborhoods, which provide children 
that sense of community. People reference their neighborhoods or the town when describing to others where they live. Secondly, consider the 
number of times a neighborhood has been previously redistricted. The needs of the school district should not be consistently borne by the same 
neighborhoods. Finally, it is misguided to use the redistricting criteria used to populate a new middle school to redistrict current high schools. The 
high school capacity and socio-economic imbalances will only be temporarily fixed and will need to be addressed in 3 to 4 years because of the 
cumulative near capacity situation of all 3 high schools.  Address high schools separately and apply the lessons learned in the middle school 
redistricting.  This will minimize the disruption to high school students who have to fulfill so many requisites in and out of school to meet college 
requirements.  At a minimum, grandfather juniors and seniors at their current schools. 



46.  Parent It is imperative that the redistricting does not split up the Powhatan Secondary neighborhood any further that what has been done in the past. The 
redistricting that took place in 2011 separated and broke neighborhood kids and friends that grew up going to school together every day. We do not 
want that to happen again. Please ensure the redistricting does not further break or separate our kids throughout the Powhatan Secondary 
neighborhood!!!!!! 

47.  Comm. 
Member 

I feel that it is important for a number of reasons to keep a neighborhood together.  I think it helps build a stronger community in both the 
neighborhood and the school.  It helps with carpooling providing the ability for working parents to have their children participate in after school 
activities.  It also seems to make more sense from a bus standpoint to not have buses going through neighborhoods picking up only certain stops.  It 
seems that there are many definitions of neighborhoods out there.  I don't really feel it should be that difficult to define a neighborhood.  One HOA 
equals one neighborhood.  One named group of streets equals one neighborhood. I also don't think students should ever be split down the center of a 
street.  (Sounds logical but it has been done in other communities)  Your across the street neighbors should be zoned for the same school as you.  I 
also believe that it is important to balance capacity at the schools, so that no one school has too many or too few kids.   All schools need to be 
checked to make sure the students attending those schools are zoned for those schools.  Finally, the socioeconomic balance needs to be taken into 
account as well.  I currently feel all of the high schools in our area are good.  Each one has its positives and negatives.  It is imperative that during this 
process no one group hijack the process by claiming that any one school is getting preferential treatment.  Each school has those that have reasons 
for wanting their school changed or kept the same or made like another.  These voices cannot overshadow the needs of the whole community. 

48.  Parent I would like to emphasize that I believe all children in our community should be provided with the opportunity to fully reach their potential, 
irrespective of where they live.  I encourage the Board to consider socioeconomic integration and demographic diversity as a key criteria for the 
redistricting of both the middle and high schools.  I live in Governor's Land, and my children attend Hornsby currently (and are zoned to continue on 
to Jamestown), and I know many of my neighbors have instead argued that proximity be the determining criterion.  I disagree.  Greater integration 
and diversity benefits all children -- including those who come from more affluent areas and attend schools with higher test scores. 
Moreover, we have created a bubble in which families move to the Jamestown zoning not because Jamestown is necessarily providing a better quality 
education, but because Jamestown's test scores and college placements appear better than Lafayette's -- largely because of the composition of the 
students.  The school board needs to address this both by ensuring better integration through redistricting, and investing further in Lafayette (and 
Warhill) to ensure it is providing a better education. 

49.  Parent I live in the neighborhood of Powhatan Secondary. Our students have been affected by every school redistricting since 2000. In  2010 our 
neighborhood was split and half of our elementary school students went to a different elementary school. This move devastated our neighborhood 
and it has never been the same since. I ask that the School Board not spilt neighborhoods during this round of redistricting. There is no need to do so 
during this round of redistricting. I also ask that they take into consideration those neighborhoods that are repeatedly affected by the redistricting 
process and move other neighborhoods instead - this would be in the instance of high school redistricting-we realize that our neighborhood is in 
closer proximity to middle schools other than the one we are currently attending. Thank you! 



50.  Parent I went to the meeting tonight to see what was being said. I am new to the area, and we bought our home based on the schools. It was not because a 
realtor swayed me (I am pretty sure that is against the law) it was because I did my own evaluation and research. I picked my home, my neighborhood 
because of the schools. It is irritating that it is potentially going to be changed. 
    For the middle schooler which is the certain task at hand, I would hope you would give the opportunity for children to grandfather into the school 
they are currently attending. For me and my family that would be amazing. We are a military family and being able to provide my 7th grader the 
opportunity to root, just an little would be a major win. If he is subjected to the redistricting, that will be 3 schools in 3 years for middle school alone. 
If I can prevent that I would absolutely Chose to do that for him.  
    So believe that the neighborhoods should be redistricted as a unit, for example my neighborhood Powhatan Secondary should go to one school. 
Community is important, it gives parents the opportunity to rely on friends and neighbors. It takes a village to raise a well-rounded child there is no 
good reason to split a neighborhood. Proximity is very important also, less travel for the children. School is long enough there is no good reason to 
trap kids in cars and busses before and after school. It serves no tangible purpose.   
     I kept hearing about "diversity" and well I really don't believe that should be a driving factor. Kids will gravitate to those they like. It doesn't matter 
what nationality sits next to them in class. Socialization is not a class taught in school. I do believe that funding should be dispersed to those who need 
extra assistance but to shake up a school district in the name of diversity is insane. If the end goal is to get more funding and help for schools with at 
risk and in need children to then that is an entirely different issue that cannot and should not be addressed with redistricting schools. 

51.  Parent Please keep entire subdivisions such as Powhatan Secondary intact and do not split up to go to different schools. Please also consider proximity of 
neighborhoods to schools. It does not make sense to redistrict the high schools now as a temporary measure and have to do it again in a few years. 
Kids should not be moved once they have started at a middle or high school. 

52.  Parent top priorities: socio-economic diversity and percentage of free and reduced lunches should be more equal at all of the schools. 

53.  Parent Hello, I hope that in redistricting that you consider proximity first. I also hope that you will allow students already in high school to be grandfathered 
into that school, assuming parents will transport them. I have children that are very involved in their school and would hate to see them have to 
transition in their junior and senior years. Thank you 

54.  Parent I do not think redistricting should be done at the high school level unless the situation is much more urgent than it is currently. It is too disruptive 
academically to high school students for it to be done unless urgently necessary. If and when redistricting is warranted, priority should be geographic 
proximity to the school. 

55.  
 

I am a parent in Powhatan Secondary.  I feel the redistricting of high schools is unnecessary at this point.  It will be necessary to build a new high 
school soon and you shouldn't put children through this upheaval more times than necessary.  Not to mention, there are many military families, like 
myself, in WJCC who already have to change schools frequently.  Less change is better for all. 
If you do decide to redistrict, I would ask that you not split our neighborhood.  It's dividing impact on our neighborhood is noticeable.  And please, 
keep in mind the number of times children from our neighborhood have been redistricted.  It would be unfair to punish us again.   
Regarding the middle schools, I am excited to have my child go to a school that is closer. Thanks for your consideration. 

56.  Parent I am a member of the Powhatan Secondary community whose children have been repeatedly affected by school redistricting.  In addition our 
neighborhood has been split in the past.  Whatever changes might be made they would be easier on the children and families of our community if 
they are being made by the entire community.  Starting a new school with the familiar faces of the other children in your neighborhood would make 
for an easier transition. I would urge the committee to consider redistricting criteria that would prevent repeat boundary changes like those we have 
seen in the past as well as splitting neighborhoods.  I also believe that proximity should be considered during the new mapping process, sending 
undivided neighborhoods to the school closest to them. 



57.  Comm. 
Member 

I am concerned that trying to perfectly balance the demographics of the schools becomes a higher priority than getting children to the best school 
possible as quickly as possible. I find the thought of having kids on a bus for longer than necessary causes more problems than it solves. I'd rather see 
the funds spent to enhance those schools that have more challenging demographics. Add teachers, aids, better technology. Whatever. 

58.  Parent Honestly, I am not in favor of redistricting the High Schools.  I currently live 3 miles from Jamestown and don't want my child driving 5-8 more miles. 
Kids can be rushed in the mornings just like adults and this is just asking for problems. 

59.  Parent To the consulting firm making the redistricting maps: Please keep our neighborhood together!  
Our neighborhood, Powhatan Secondary, is a tight-knit community and has taken years to recover from the last redistricting that divided us apart. 
Please don’t do that to us again.  
The folks living in this neighborhood have chosen to live here because there are no gates, there are no golf courses, there is mixed housing (condos, 
town-homes, single family homes, two family homes), socioeconomic diversity, and most importantly there is a very dense population of school-aged 
kids, almost ALL of whom attend the public school system. Other neighborhoods in Williamsburg are much much larger area-wise, but have fewer 
children attending the public schools. Please listen to the specific neighborhoods that are requesting NOT to be divided. This is much more important 
to some neighborhoods in Williamsburg, than others that are spread over much larger acreages. In Powhatan Secondary our middle and high school 
kids can easily walk from one side of the neighborhood to the other - and they do! We are a tight-knit community that absolutely does NOT want to 
be divided. Please listen to this request when drawing the maps! 

60.  Parent Please do NOT change high school boundaries. 

61.  
 

I believe that it is imperative to consider the location of the schools to children's residences.  Kids should attend the schools are that are physically the 
CLOSEST to them.  This helps create the community feeling of the school all throughout elementary, middle & high school.  My son attended WJCC 
schools when he was a teenager.  I would not have wanted him driving clear across the county as a new driver just to get to school.  There are just too 
many accidents amongst teenage drivers. Since he competed in a year round, non-school sponsored sport,  he HAD to drive to school so that he could 
then drive himself to the year round daily sport practice, that was also just a short drive from our home and his zoned high school.  He had to drive 
himself because his father and I both worked full time.  His combination of academics and athletics awarded him a FULL ride college scholarship to the 
institution of his choice.  That scholarship is valued at close to $300,000.  Without his non-school sponsored sport, I doubt he would have been a 
recipient of this scholarship. If he would have attended a high school that added an extra 20 minutes to his commute, the sport experience probably 
would not have been able to happen because he would have been late to the daily practice necessary to his athletic success.  He was also able to 
participate in other school activities such as Key Club, Theater, and National Honor Society which may not have happened if he had to attend a school 
across the county. He was still able to attend mandatory after school meetings and zip off to his sports practice just in the nick of time. Please 
consider this for the current district's students.  No one wants their kids on a bus any longer than necessary.  Especially that high school bus that 
would pick up my son, before he could drive, at 645 am! He was the first one on and last one off of his bus route. 

62.  Parent I primarily hope the board will reconsider redistricting the high schools altogether. It is disruptive to families emotionally and financially as many 
students know who have been through the recent redistricting. Based on numbers provided there is not a significant difference in the capacities of 
the schools and a redistricting at this time is absolutely unnecessary. If the redistricting goes forward I hope that proximity to the school will be a 
priority. 

63.  Parent Keep neighborhoods together and minimize disruption of our students.  Stop continually redistricting our neighborhood.  Do not require Powhatan 
Secondary students to attend two different schools.  Keep our students together as they move to middle school and leave them at JHS. Don not split 
our neighborhood and move our high school students. Thank you 



64.  Parent Board Members, 
Board Members, We are a military family who just purchased our home in The Colonies section of Powhatan Secondary after renting in Settlers Mill 
for a year. Between myself, my wife and our oldest son, we have served in the Army over 47 years, and have finally chosen to settle our family here 
and purchase our home. We chose this community because of the schools, and Jamestown high school in particular. We selected our home based on 
the attendance zones. We paid a premium to keep our two youngest children at Jamestown High. I want to keep my children and their friends in 
Powhatan Secondary in JHS. I am asking you to choose redistricting criteria that: 
Keeps neighborhoods together and minimizes disruption of our students; Stops continual redistricting of our neighborhood;  Does not require 
Powhatan Secondary students to attend two different schools;  Keeps our students together as they move to middle school and leaves them at JHS; 
Does not split our neighborhood and move our high school students. Thank you 

65.  Comm. 
Member 

It is important that the redistricting criteria look at diversity as well as other factors. To insure equal education for all students, free and reduced lunch 
children and special needs children not be concentrated in only one school. Change of district lines is always difficult, but needs to be done to balance 
population and diversity. 

66.  Parent Geography should be the ONLY method for determining school districts. While we're on the subject, has anyone considered the additional 
transportation costs of bussing hundreds of kids to go to schools on the opposite side of town?  Not to mention the extra traffic on our streets and the 
negative environmental impact of such a decision.  The stated goal is to bring down overall enrollment to below 88% at each school but, that math 
simply doesn't add up, making this a Band-Aid and a gross misuse of public funds.  What we need is a new school, anyone who views this redistricting 
as any kind of solution to the overcrowding problem isn't looking at the full picture or has ulterior motives. 

67.  Comm. 
Member 

I request that the children in Powhatan Secondary not be the subjects of redistricting in the upcoming school years. They have already been subjected 
to redistricting for the past three years. 

68.  Comm. 
Member 

Please consider socioeconomic criteria as the number one priority, especially for middle and high schools.  As a former school counselor, I know that 
diversity is good for all of the school communities.  It is most important not to create an illusion of "elitist" schools.  We have wonderful 
administrators and staff at all of our schools who do their best to educate all of our WJCC students.  Let's give all of them a chance to work with an 
equal number of challenging students. 

69.  Parent Given the impetus for rezoning is the completion of the new middle school, the rezoning effort should be limited to the middle schools.  Including high 
schools, as a reciprocal effort to the process, absent the addition of a new high school, only serves to disrupt the greater community in the short term; 
only to further disrupt it again when the eventuality of a new high school occurs.  I strongly recommend tabling consideration of high school rezoning 
at this time. 



70.  Parent 1. If we had evidence that socio-economic redistricting worked in practice, then it would make sense to debate whether it's worth the cost.  But there 
is no academic consensus on whether socio-economic redistricting yields any measurable, long-term benefits.  The few studies that do find positive 
effects for the economically disadvantaged suffer from selection bias or yield only temporary/minor improvements.  
2. The goal should not be to have schools with equal average performance.  The goal should be that any one student can do equally well regardless of 
which school (s)he attends.  We need to stop talking about school performance that is attributable to observable student characteristics (in our 
community, most likely a reflection of parental engagement).  Instead, we should focus on comparing the performance of students of similar 
backgrounds in different schools, regardless of their proportions in those schools.  
3. It is important to be clear through what channel the board hopes to improve student performance.  Do you hope to improve student performance 
through (i) peer effects (these effects have been shown to be very modest and to be most effective when a tiny minority is being peer-pressured), (ii) 
a more equal distribution of school resources (my understanding is that spending per student is very similar across schools at WJCC), or (iii) a more 
equal distribution of student populations that require more resources (a priori, this one seems to be the most applicable channel in our community).  
But instead of imposing longer travel times on students and parents, a better/cheaper solution would be to simply shift more resources to the schools 
that serve more resource-intensive students. 
4. My children have attended both public and private school.  For middle school, we chose the private school option, not because a high fraction of 
their peers were economically disadvantaged children, but because there were too many teachers who were not sufficiently engaged in teaching.  
Class room observations by a principal (or a community quality watch team) might do more to improve student performance that redrawing 
attendance zones. 
5. Regarding cost: has WJCC conducted an analysis of how student performance relates to travel time?  This is particularly important at the high 
school level, as those students' start times are already not in sync with their biological rhythms.  
6. One consideration in renting or buying a home is which school one's children will attend.  Some parents care about it more than others; some 
sacrifice shorter commuting times to work, or forego more affordable options for the benefit of tracking into a preferred school (which may or may 
not be related to student performance).  The risk of redistricting to accommodate a growing or shrinking community is one we must all bear; but the 
risk of redistricting in an attempt to equalize student characteristics across schools is unnecessary.  In fact, there is a large (and rapidly growing) body 
of academic literature that documents strong negative effects of (political and economic) uncertainty on real economic outcomes; it is not much of a 
stretch to see that similar forces are at play here. 

71.  Parent I am a resident in Governor's Land. I am opposed to redistricting of the high schools.  
We are a short 7 minute drive to Jamestown High School. Indeed, my children can bicycle to Jamestown High School in about 12 minutes.  
Redistricting our neighborhood from Jamestown to another high school will result in them sitting on a bus for a long time, starting very early in the 
morning.  Traveling further away to high school will be detrimental to their education in multiple ways:   
(1) They will have to get up even earlier than the current 6:30am bus time. Considerable social science evidence indicates that depriving children of 
morning sleep is detrimental to their ability to function well and learn. 
(2) It will dis-incentivize students from participating in after school activities. Jamestown High School is a short drive or bike ride from our 
neighborhood. Students can thus do a lot of after school activities but still get home quickly to do their homework. If, however, children have to ride 
the late bus home, they will spend a long time sitting on the bus instead of time on their homework. 
(3) Juniors and Seniors often drive themselves to school.  Teenagers are not always good drivers however and it is far more dangerous for them to 
drive the winding Centerville Road for many more miles rather than the short distance to Jamestown High School.  
For these reasons, I hope the School Board will make proximity to the high school its top priority in zoning the high schools. Adam Gershowitz 



72.  Parent Our military family moved from an overseas assignment to Langley Air Force Base last summer. When we considered where to live, we decided my 
husband's nearly one-hour commute to base was worth the quality education, stable environment, and strong sense of community we'd find for our 
daughter by living in Williamsburg (specifically, in Powhatan Secondary). To say that I am upset about potentially dividing our neighborhood and 
seeing our military children forced to change schools DURING a military assignment is a major understatement.  
As part of a military family that moves often and faces the task of finding and building community wherever we go, I am acutely aware of the power of 
a strong, united community and the impact such a community has on its children. Any redistricting decision that includes dividing a neighborhood and 
sending neighborhood children to different schools does nothing but hurt the strong neighborhood community military families seek out and cherish. 
Dividing children within a neighborhood does nothing to build reliable support systems for our children and makes strangers of those around us. 
These are not the plans we had for our military family when we decided to live in Williamsburg instead of closer to base.  
With each assignment, military families must uproot their children and move them to a new house, a new neighborhood, and a new school--over and 
over again. The large number of military families in this county should not have to worry about their children's community and school support system 
abruptly changing while they are in the middle of an assignment as well. The military children in James City County deserve stability and consistency, 
and we trusted James City County to provide this to us. We expect redistricting decisions to use neighborhood cohesion and stability for our children 
(including grandfathering rules) as its top priorities. Thank you. 

73.  Parent I am a parent of two children zoned for Matoaka/Hornsby/Jamestown. I live in Governors Land. Our neighborhood met last night with Sandra Young 
and voiced our collective opposition to the rezoning of the high schools at this time. Approximately 50-75 residents were present and were 
particularly concerned about the lack of any long term plan to address the overcapacity issue that is facing the high schools. To us, it does not make 
sense to redistrict high schools now, only to have to redistrict again when some additional measure is taken to address overcrowding. 
If the redistricting of high schools does in fact occur this year, we believe that proximity should be a priority. Lafayette is twice as far from Governor's 
Land as Jamestown. Warhill is three times as far. The Jamestown bus already arrives in our neighborhood shortly after 6:30 am to pick up high school 
students. Transporting the students 2-3 times as far would mean the bus would have to arrive at 6:15 am or even 6:10 am. Recent studies have 
identified the significant negative impact of requiring high school students to get up that early in the morning to attend school. So proximity is actually 
a safety and wellness issue. With respect to safety, many high school students drive themselves to school. I would be concerned about letting my 
daughters drive in the dark that early in the morning 2-3 times as far to school, down the backroads that connect Governor's Land and Lafayette or 
Warhill.  
I also think that there are also potential unintended consequences when proximity is not a primary consideration. We are not talking about an 
increase in travel time of 15-20%. We are talking about travel time doubling or tripling. Families who don't want their children to travel 2-3 times as 
far will not purchase homes in Governor's Land. Families who already live here could send their children to private school instead. As a result, placing 
too much emphasis on other criteria, without using reasonable proximity as a check, could ultimately undermine the goal of the redistricting. 
With respect to middle schools, I would also encourage the consultants to consider not only proximity in terms of mileage, but also proximity in terms 
of travel time. Berkeley is closer to Governor's Land in terms of mileage. However, sending middle school children from the edge of James City County 
down Monticello Avenue to Berkeley could potentially take as long as busing them to Hornsby, given the traffic lights and business traffic congestion 
in the afternoons on Monticello. That said, our neighborhood does understand the numerous factors that must be considered when adding in a new 
school. Thank you for soliciting input on this issue. 



74.  Parent When choosing where to live in the beautiful Williamsburg community there were several factors that came into play, but as parents, our primary 
focus was on the school district. We chose to buy a home in Governor’s Land because of the research and care we took in evaluating the elementary, 
middle and high school that our children will attend. 
It comes at a great distress to us that there may be plans to redistrict the Governor’s Land families to Lafayette High School. 
The Governor’s Land community is 5.3 miles away from Jamestown High School. Lafayette High School is nearly twice the distance at 9.8 miles. That 
places undue burden on the families and children living in our community.  It also stands to reason that this would place a burden on the bus system 
and the commuting system in town.  Not to mention, the additional cost to the taxpayers for the fuel for added bus times, etc. 
Governor’s Land is a beautiful community in which we  committed to live – taking away a fundamental reason for us living in that community is 
troubling and stressful to us and our neighbors. An investment in a home is a crucial decision for a family and it is not reasonable to make this change 
in the school district for our families who factored in the schools when purchasing our homes. 
As taxpayers and concerned citizens, we kindly ask that our concerns and thoughts are seriously considered. 

75.  Parent Transitioning my son with a rare disease from elementary to middle school was monumental.  Hours were spent with his 5th grade case worker 
crafting an IEP in collaboration with staff from Hornsby.  We wanted to be sure his accommodations were realistic and would give him what he needs 
to learn.  The week before school I was invited to Hornsby to present information to the staff to explain my son's physical, educational, and emotional 
challenges.  I prepared articles about his syndrome and tools to successfully manage his day.   The nurse sent the information to all before the 
meeting. I was stunned when entering the conference room to find 15 staff members eager to learn.   They asked insightful questions that showed 
they read the articles and his extensive IEP.  When I expressed my appreciation for the collective time of all, they responded with “It takes a village”. 
I imagine you have not heard from many special needs parents about the redistricting of our children.  Life with a special needs child does not allow 
time after the extra care required to raise our kids.  I may be only one mom, but consider adding weight to my concerns for those with no time or 
energy to reach out.  These are broad stroke concerns to consider when redistricting our SPED kids. 
1. Transitions are extremely difficult for our kids compared to their peers, especially those with ASD, SPD, Slow Processing Disorder, and LD’s.  
Transitions can often result in poor behavior which may be difficult for the teacher to manage and result in loss of educational time for all. 
2. Starting over at a new school costs valuable staff time to on board a new group of SPED kids and putting services in place.   
3. There will be a loss in the continuity of care.  It takes staff a long time to learn each child’s various nuances.  In most cases staff gains an 
understanding through experience and time with our kids so the focus can be on learning.  Starting over would result in a loss of education time. 
4. Proximity to home is very important as our kids fatigue quicker than their peers with long loud bus rides.  The over stimulation of the bus can cause 
acting out and meltdowns.   
5. It does take a village.  Our son’s village has been understanding and helpful.  Growing up with our son, both school and neighbors watch out for 
him.  Neighbor kids keep an eye out letting us know if his health and safety are at risk.  I have been called many times with information of my son 
being given potentially threatening food and bullying in both school and home.  His village knows him. He knows his village.  It really does take a 
village.  Please keep our intact when redistricting the middle schools. 
In conclusion, please do not forget our special needs population.  Consider the above when redistricting kids with the opening of James Blair and 
effort to not make changes when possible to this vulnerable group.  Thank you for your time. 

76.  Parent I have three Jamestown HS students and it would be our desire that they complete the rest of their high school career at Jamestown.  It is by far out 
closest school and they would be heartbroken to be redistricted. 



77.  Comm. 
Member 

Redistricting needs to happen!  The inequity that exists between the 3 High Schools needs to be addressed.  I'm not going to say anything that hasn't 
been said but I would like to drive a few points home.  I am a realtor.  I can tell you that it is fact...that I have folks moving to this community year 
after year that only want to live in a community where their child will go to Jamestown High School.  They won't even CONSIDER looking into 
communities that go Lafayette or Warhill.  Why is that?  When the redistricted happened many years ago, the entire socioeconomic balance was 
either ignored or severely misrepresented. All of our High Schools should be The Same!  Anything that is offered at one school, should be offered at 
another.  Not one group should dominate at any of the 3 schools.  This talk of neighborhood children being split so that one part of the neighborhood 
would go to one school and another part of the neighborhood would go to another is absurd.  Talk about creating discord within a community!  Kids 
make friends in their community and it's important to keep this continuity.  Not to mention carpool options for parents that work and help one 
another out.  This is the school boards chance to get this right.  Let's give all the kids in our community a chance to experience the same throughout 
each and every school. 

78.  Comm. 
Member 

I feel in redistricting, it is important to keep neighborhoods within the same school district. There should be no consideration given to splitting a gated 
community/neighborhood into separate school districts. 

79.  Parent Keep communities/neighborhoods together. 

80.  Parent Do not rezone the high schools until capacity issues are resolved.  The negatives far outweigh the positives without addressing capacity, which 
requires much more than rezoning.  Rushing into rezoning now will result in unnecessary expenses to the district and significant disruption to the 
students with little meaningful benefits.  
Once capacity is addressed, bus routes should be based on proximity and neighborhoods. 
PROXIMITY should be the primary criteria.  Bussing students farther than necessary is a terrible idea: 
• School already starts earlier than is beneficial for the students.  Longer bus routes mean earlier bus pickups. 
• Longer bus routes mean increased transportation costs:  
o Longer driver schedules 
o Increased vehicle maintenance 
o Higher fuel costs.   
o Students would be better served if these funds were spent on teacher salaries, school equipment and facilities. 
• Increased driving distances and more hazardous routes for sleepy and rushed young drivers. 
• Longer bus rides waste student’s time that should be spent on homework, extracurricular activities and family time, or sleep. 
• Neighborhoods are kept together which promotes community involvement. 
• Community involvement is less likely for a school that is located across town. 
CONSISTENT FEEDER ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOLS.  Elementary schools should feed one middle school and middle schools should feed one 
high school: 
• This consistency allows elementary and middle schools to better prepare students for the next school. 
• Enables improved communication between associated schools. 
• Improves stability for students as they change schools as they will maintain familiar classmates while still being introduced to new classmates as 
they progress into larger schools. 



81.  Comm. 
Member 

This proposed redistricting plan is ill conceived! As resident  this plan will only be a stop gap measure for the time being.  Busing students and creating 
undue stress and confusion  for children as well as parents will further complicate the so called problems. As a tax payer for this plan I cannot agree 
that problems will be solved busing from one side of town to another as I have experienced this situation with one of my own children. My  child was 
bused cross town  to supposedly solve the same situation that is on the agenda now.  Consequently she experienced  physical as well as emotional 
hardships that led to many years of therapy, We need to try to improve this problem by fostering children in the "problem" schools with ongoing 
counselling and lessons of respect for their peers.  As a resident in one of the communities that will be effected and a child presently living in my 
home ready for middle school next year, I think this is unfair to all involved.  This plan will cause me to move out of Williamsburg/JCC and perhaps 
word of the changes to come will cause concern for families with children contemplating move to this community. As we all know this is only the 
beginning of further redistricting plans that this community will face.  Property values pay the taxes so residents begin to move elsewhere we all know 
what that leads too.  
A community that relies on taxes and property values consequently will face a future of shortfall. My opinions are important here and so is JCC. 

82.  Parent The top priority for redistricting should be proximity.  This is especially important for the high school redistricting as many students drive to school.  I 
live in Powhatan Secondary and would be strongly opposed to any plan that would change my children's school from Jamestown.  The trip from my 
home to JHS is  2.5 miles and takes less than 6 minutes.  Both Lafayette and Warhill are more than twice as far.  I bought my home specifically so that I 
would be in close proximity to Jamestown High School and I sincerely hope the school board will recommend that Powhatan Secondary not be 
redistricted from Jamestown High School.  Thank you 

83.  Parent I believe that it is important for communities to stay together during the redistricting process.  I believe that communities can work together with 
schools and create strong educational environments for our children.  In addition the bonds children have with other kids in their neighborhoods are 
strengthened. 

84.  Parent Please let me begin by thanking you for volunteering to serve on the School Board, and doing what I am sure must often be a very challenging job.   
I feel that the process used in the last round of Elementary redistricting lacked transparency.  I say this because the third-party consulting firm 
delivered three options, none of which was implemented by the School Board.  Instead, one or more board members made modifications to one of 
the options before putting it to an additional vote by the Board.  Please do not allow this to occur again this round.  If the consulting firm does not 
present any options acceptable to a majority of board members based on the criteria agreed upon in advance (such as being over capacity by a certain 
amount), then return the task to that firm and have them deliver a new option or options that do satisfy the criteria. 
My second point is about excessive distances some children spend travelling on the school bus as a result of the last round of redistricting.  I would 
suggest that the rules this time should require that acceptable options must increase any student's commuting time no more than 50% (or some other 
amount arrived at via a transparent process up-front) greater than the commute to the closest school to their home. 
In a free society, the majority should rule.  When this issue is resolved, some will inevitably end up in the minority.  They will be more apt to accept 
the result as legitimate if the process leading to that result was completely open and transparent to the community.  Again, thank you for your time 
and effort in this important work. -Jeff Long 



85.  Parent Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the upcoming redistricting issue. 
As a resident of Powhatan Secondary, I would ask that you consider the following: 
1) It is important to us that this community, Powhatan Secondary, not be divided. There are important relationships between school and community 
that are very important to the students (and parents). 
2) Many of the students who live here have been through several redistricting changes and it is our hope that you will consider this before subjecting 
them to further disruptions due to another redistricting change. 
3) It is especially important to the High School students to be able to complete High School where they have already started and have developed not 
only relationships with friends, faculty, coaches, etc., but have developed a strong school spirit which is sometimes as important as academics in the 
high school experience and preparation for college. 
4) It seems that, with the current capacity of the our high schools, it is likely that in the not to distant future, our high school student will be facing 
another round of redistricting when we add a new high school (or expand one or more of our current high schools in order to meet future capacity). 
Perhaps our high school students could be spared a disruption now knowing that another redistricting may not be too far off. 
Please take these comments into consideration when making this important decision. Thank you, Jeff Clemons 

86.  Parent Dear WJCC School Board, First of all I would like to express my appreciation for the excellent work that the board has been doing.  The WJCC school 
district is one of the best run school districts that I know of. In regard to the redistricting my only comment is that I think it would be unwise to 
redistrict the high schools in the near future. The current balance between the WJCC high schools is the kind of balance that other school districts can 
only dream of. The differences in occupancy between the high schools are well within statistical and short term fluctuations. In addition, Williamsburg 
and the county are expected to experience a significant change in the overall population in the next 3-6 years as a consequence of ongoing and 
planned house developments and the addition of lanes to I-64. I think it would be wise to wait for these changes to play out before embarking in a 
high school redistricting that would be costly economically (new bus routes, changes to facilities,...), cause social and political strife, achieve probably 
very little, and that most likely would have to be redone in 3-6 years. Sincerely, Enrico Rossi. 

87.  Parent Are current Freshman going to be grandfathered in, so they can finish their senior year at their current school? 

88.  Parent Dear school board members, I write as a parent with a child in the city of Williamsburg. My family is white, well-educated, and we are fortunate to 
have good jobs. In short, my daughter has a lot of advantages in the educational system and in life. I support redistricting to promote equity and 
diversity for two reasons-- (1) it is the right thing to do, especially when school funding is need blind and does not take differences in need into 
account (For example, free and reduced lunch students need more outreach and intervention from the schools to ensure that they have an equal 
chance to succeed in life, so concentrating them in particular schools means greater need but not greater resources at those schools.); (2) Children 
like mine need to have experiences with children of different classes and racial/ethnic/National backgrounds. Without these experiences they cannot 
develop the necessary skills to live in and contribute to a diverse nation such as ours. Kids and teens can develop the critical life skills of empathy and 
resilience, not to mention problem solving and dispute resolution, ONLY when they encounter difference. We are doing them no favors by 
"protecting" them from having to make new acquaintances or attend new schools with kids from other neighborhoods. (As a university professor I 
know better than many that these skills are critically necessary in our college students, and something that college admissions committees value as 
well.) 
In short, I want to strongly add my support to redistricting to promote equity and diversity. I would also ask that more time be allotted to the public in 
this and future meetings; it is important that everyone has a chance to weigh in. Would you consider scheduling additional meetings, perhaps on 
weekends or alternative days and times so that families with children and inflexible jobs have more opportunities to be part of the process? 
Thank you for your time and all that you do. 



89.  Parent I am a parent very concerned about the redistricting. My child is in her last year of Elementary at Matoaka. We have had a wonderful experience at 
Matoaka and was hopefully looking forward to continuing her education at Hornsby. But I have heard that we may be taken out of this school because 
of redistricting. We live in Governors Land and have heard that Berkeley may be the Middle School for this neighborhood. 
 1. I am very concerned about this choice being you are sending my child across town when the easy commute would be down Centerville to Hornsby.  
2. It sounds like you are going to break up neighbor hoods with kids that have gone to the same Elementary school since kindergarten. So some of my 
child’s friends from a different neighborhood will be going to a different Middle School. Why not keep all the Elementary School kids together as they 
move up to Middle School. For example all Matoaka kids go to the same Middle school. I understand splitting them in High School it is easier for them 
to adapt to new friends then but not in Middle School. This is a tough time for kids to begin with. If you are going to redistrict keep the Elementary 
school kids together. Do not just base it on Neighborhoods. Think about 11-14 year old kids state of mind. They need their friends that they have 
always had.  
3.  Lastly I have heard that there is this fighting going on at Berkeley. My child has anxiety to begin with and does not do well in stressful situations. 
She cannot learn in a stressful situation. She is also somewhat timid and would have a hard time speaking up if she was to be bullied which I have 
heard is prevalent at Berkeley. Please do not redistrict so that kids from quite environments are sent into a complete different environment especially 
in Middle School when it is so hard on kids to begin with. When I was a child our town had busing and they would bus kids from one neighborhood all 
the way across town to another school for diversity purposes . It worked great to help out kids from disadvantage homes in Elementary but then they 
did the opposite in Middle school bused the kids to the disadvantage schools. It was a disaster. Kids were not learning because of fighting and 
bullying. My older sister was assaulted and beaten up in the bathroom by 7th grade girls just because she was from a different neighborhood.  She has 
been scared by that for most of her life. We had to move out of town completely. This will happen to Williamsburg if people hear how you are 
redistricting. I live here because of good schools and I know for a fact that many parents move here because of the good schools. But if you start 
moving kids around to make schools equal capacity wise families will stop moving here.  
Please consider what is good for the children first when thinking of redistricting. 

90.  Parent Please consider past redistricting.  Powhatan Secondary has paid the brunt of the bill for the past seven redistricting events to include the splitting of 
our neighborhood.  We are in the closest proximity to Jamestown High School (2.5 miles) and have long been associated with Jamestown High School.  
People who move here (to include us) selected our neighborhoods based on the research done on the school systems and where we thought our kids 
would thrive.  Can you imagine having your child uprooted from their school in their junior or senior year of high school?  They should not have to be 
the victims of a poor strategic plan (2008).  We understand free and reduced lunches...that's not our problem.  We pay taxes in this community and 
want our kids to stay where they are. 

91.  Parent I believe that socioeconomic and diversity criteria are very important in redistricting. Schools that are more diverse, and where children from different 
socioeconomic backgrounds learn together are best for all kids and for our community as a whole. Redistricting should aim for a result where each 
school has a similar level of diversity. 

92.  Comm. 
Member 

I feel that students should attend the school nearest to their home.  I live in Greensprings Plantation (Governor's Ridge).  For my address that means 
Jamestown High School.  Please keep Greensprings Plantation in the Jamestown High District. Thank you. 



93.  Comm. 
Member 

I urge the School Board to include "diversity" among its top criteria for redistricting.  There are multiple ways integration of schools can be beneficial 
for all students. In 2016, New York City implemented a plan to reduce overcrowding in a predominantly white school by assigning affluent white 
children to a high poverty school comprised of primarily Latino and African American students. Despite fierce opposition from both sides, the City 
implemented the plan. There is a rich body of research that shows that diverse classrooms teach some of the most important skills our children need, 
which matter more than test scores.  This includes curiosity, cross-collaboration, resilience, empathy, and gratitude. These essential elements to a 
productive and successful life cannot be captured by test scores. What better foundation could we provide our children and prepare them for 
engaging in the world as adults?  Finally, I would argue that the backlash against including the high schools in redistricting, and the fear of having 
one's child switched from Jamestown to another high school, is clear evidence that there is a problem.  Therefore, please consider selecting diversity 
as a priority criteria for redistricting. Thank you. 

94.  Parent We purchased our home in Fieldcrest so our children will attend Jamestown High School. We are in walking distance of the school. Our children have 
developed friendships with our neighbors in Greensprings, Berkeley's Green, First Colony and Governor's Land. Please keep our neighborhoods zoned 
for the school. 

95.  Parent I am opposed to redistricting the high schools at this time.  This is the third time schools have been redistricted, and with no long range plans for 
growth in the high schools yet, it is disruptive to move families.  Once the school board determines the needs for high schools in the next 5-10 years, a 
thoughtful plan for moving families as a long term solution will be necessary.  To move students now and again in the near future is nothing more 
than a Band-Aid.  All three WJJC high schools are good, successful schools meeting the needs of our students.  I imagine that there are very few 
parents who  agree that redistricting is in our best interest at this time. 

96.  Parent We purchased our home in Fieldcrest so our 5 children will attend Jamestown High School. We are in walking distance of the school. Please keep our 
neighborhood zoned for the school. 

97.  Parent I am concerned over the disruption to community and neighborhoods that redistricting may bring - particularly at the high school level.  We live in the 
Monticello Woods neighborhood and have two freshmen at Jamestown, a 7th grader at Hornsby and a second grader at Clara Byrd.  We want our 
children to finish their high school career where they have started and the proximity of Jamestown, being just over a mile away, is very important to 
us. 

98.  Parent I understand the need to redistrict especially at the middle school level.  I encourage the Board to consider a few items: 
1) Change is never easy and most people do not respond well to change.  I read that redistricting at the high school level may be a very short-term fix 
with a much more pressing long-term need for a fourth high school.  I'd encourage the Board to weigh the benefits of a short-term shuffle against the 
potential effects.  Is it better to maintain the status quo and focus time and energy on fixing the underlying problem?  It would be a shame to 
redistrict these kids now, only to face another redistricting in a few short years. 
2) I believe great schools are the result of community support.  The Board should take care not to negatively affect what is working in an attempt to 
improve another school.  Teachers and students can be transferred, but the community support from the parents and neighborhoods may not follow.   
3) It is difficult to remove personal interest from school redistricting.  By our nature, parents are biased in favor of our children, but at the end of the 
day, school districts should be logical.  When I first moved to James City County, I pulled up a map of the county school districts. I knew nothing about 
the schools or the neighborhoods but the lines seemed to be drawn with a pre-determined outcome.  Students should attend the school closest to 
their homes and school districts should surround the school verses looking like long irregular shapes skipping over one neighborhood only to capture 
another further away.   
In conclusion, I don't envy your job. Personally, I do not believe now is the time to redistrict at the high school level.  Regardless of the Board's 
decision on the high schools, I would ask that the items above be kept clearly in focus. 



99.  Parent I feel that these are the most important criteria for redistricting: 
--Grouping students by NEIGHBORHOODS, rather than physical boundaries (i.e. Roads)  Students are being split between only 3-4 schools for this 
redistricting so there is no need to split the very few neighborhoods that happen to have a road going through them.  Keeping neighborhoods 
together gives students stability.    
--PROXIMITY to schools is critical.  Do not prioritize socioeconomics over proximity or students will be bused all over the place.  This has been tried in 
the past (look at the last elementary proposed map that tried to do this in 2009) and it just doesn’t work due to the geographic layout of our 
neighborhoods.  Those representatives who were not on the board during the last redistricting should review the past before they waste time making 
maps based on socioeconomic as the primary criteria.   Socioeconomic should be taken into consideration, but should not be ranked above proximity 
or you end up with a mess. 
**Also key when looking at proximity:  distance needs to be calculated by roads and not how the crow flies.  The consultants need to know that there 
are gated communities that other neighborhoods cannot travel through to get to a school. 
—Consideration should be given to neighborhoods that have endured REPEAT BOUNDARY CHANGES.  There are high school students still in the school 
system from Powhatan Secondary that had to attend three different elementary schools!  These students have not aged out as some are claiming.  In 
addition, Powhatan Secondary is the only neighborhood that was split between schools last time.  Powhatan Secondary has taken the brunt of every 
redistricting, and will obviously need to change middle schools again in this one. Consideration should be given to this neighborhood and at least 
allow them to stay in their current high school. 
The high schools should not be changed at this time: 
Consider that if all high schools had the same number of students, we would be at 98% capacity today.  Some building is going to be required very 
soon-so why unnecessarily disrupt students now when redistricting will be needed again soon.  In addition, where will new space be added?  If 
Jamestown will be expanded, then why move students out only to move them back in later?  This school is outperforming the others even while 
overcapacity so there is no current need to move students out.    The community has not spoken just because a few parents from one school came to 
a board meeting requested a redistricting.  If you insist on redistricting, then grandfather all of the current students.  I asked my high school student 
how he felt about moving to a different school:   “you take away my friends, my lacrosse team, my swim team, my cross country team, the teachers, 
coaches and counselor that I have relationships with-YOU TAKE AWAY MY WHOLE LIFE!”  The high school that a student attends is an important part 
of their identity and they need to use many of the relationships that they have already formed for the college application process.  It is not necessary 
to make them switch schools in the middle of their high school years! 

100.  Parent With the growing population of young families and children in our area, there needs to be another high school built. Constant redistricting kids away 
from their friends and high school that they have known is not the answer. This will impact their learning. I live in Greensprings Plantation and we do 
not want to be moved from the Jamestown High district. 

101.  Parent Racial and socioeconomic diversity in schools is advantageous to students of color, white students, student living below the poverty line as well as 
those that are affluent.  
Researchers indicate that ensuring representative diversity improves academic achievement and leads to enhanced cognitive skills, including critical 
thinking and problem solving of all students. 
Consequently, school attendance boundaries should be drawn in a manner that reflects the diversity of Williamsburg/James City County.  Currently, 
there is an imbalance in the percentage of free and reduced lunch participants across the schools—in 2016, these numbers were 46% at Berkeley, 
23% at Toano, and 16% at Hornsby; the high school numbers are similarly imbalanced. Without attention to this type of disproportionality, access and 
achievement gaps will persist. 



102.  Parent We are not happy about the upcoming redistricting plan.  We live in Powhatan Secondary and were basically told that we were going to be reassigned 
to a middle school other than Hornsby and maybe a high school other than Jamestown.  We have four children (one at Hornsby and three at Matoaka) 
and just moved here a year and a half ago.  At that time, we researched schools to find the best school district for us (as we adopted three non-
English-speaking children who require special resources) and limited our home search to the area.  We ended up spending more on a home than we 
planned to be in the right districts, only to find that they might be redistricted with little to no options for students.  We understand that a new 
middle school is being built, but we believe that parents should be allowed to keep their children where they like.  We would not ask for special bus 
routes; we would drive our kids ourselves (we moved from a school system in Pickens County, SC, that worked very successfully using this strategy).  
Also, we would like any talk of redistricting the high school to be tabled since we have been told by a school board member that it is not necessary at 
this time.  It may be tempting to do so; however, I would respectfully ask the school board to keep in mind that many families have made significant 
life decisions based on current districting, and these choices are extremely difficult to change.  Thank you. 

103.  Parent As a parent, I am deeply concerned with the proposal to redistrict the High School. My sons are currently 10th and 12th grade students at Jamestown 
High School. After relocating to Williamsburg three years ago, I feel that only now my children have completed their transition and beginning to feel at 
home. I have a particularly noticed a vast improvement in Jack, my 10th grade son. He is at a critical time in his education and I fear that the 
disruption of a high school transfer would be devastating to his college aspirations. Furthermore, it is my understanding that the redistricting is only a 
short term band aid solution to address the high school overcrowding issue. Another high school redistricting being necessary in the near future. It 
would be more prudent and less disruptive to hundreds of families, if a high school redistricting was based upon an actual plan to expand or build a 
new high school. 
Any High School redistricting should involve no disruption to any existing students & be based upon a valid long term plan, neighborhoods(HOA's) 
should remain intact and proximity to High School should be a major factor. 

104.  Parent *High School* 
For high school redistricting, the Board should use school proximity as the primary criteria. Given the limited need for high school rezoning and 
importance of minimizing current student disruption, only kids who are roughly equidistant from schools, or can be rezoned to a closer school should 
be considered for rezoning. (If there is any chance of rezoning again in the near future, this rezoning should be even more bare bones.) 
Proximity is especially important since the WJCC bus infrastructure is already stretched thin. WJCC announced 22 unfilled bus driver positions at the 
beginning of this school year. This is an ongoing issue. Each year of middle school, our kids reported lengthy bus rides and complex routes. There are 
frequent driver shortages/absences and breakdowns leading to doubled up routes and overcrowded, chaotic trips. Sometimes there are not enough 
seats. The after school “activity” bus is ONE bus that creeps along the whole service area. Early pick up times and long bus rides take a toll on the kids 
already and this will only worsen if distances to schools are extended. If you think proximity doesn’t matter to EVERY kid, you haven’t spent enough 
time on a bus. 
Proximity is especially important for kids who live within a few mile radius of a school and can walk/bike to school. (For example, many kids take the 
Capital Bike Trail to Jamestown High School.) Taking kids who walk or bike to school and giving them a 40+ minute bus ride each way (for their 
benefit!) would make no sense at all. Kids need more time outdoors not on crowded school buses. 
*Middle School* 
Since the middle school rezoning involves a new school and a (likely) more permanent map, a more extensive rezoning makes sense. Still, for the 
reasons mentioned above, proximity to schools should still be a factor. Given the central location of two of the middle schools a good balance of 
students should be obtainable without extensive cross-county busing. 
Finally, the School Board should address perceived inequality among the schools by adding resources to any under-performing school. There will 
always be a school perceived as better than the others. Reshuffling students only changes which students benefit, perpetually leaving others behind. 



105.  Parent I am absolutely appalled to think that my child will have to attend a different school then what is currently zoned. I purchased my home last year 
specifically for my child to attend Jamestown High School. In addition, it is closer to Greensprings Plantation subdivision than the other High Schools. 
This is a great concern for us and I hope I don't regret our home purchase. Please keep the current zones in place. 

106.  Parent I implore you to consider Powhatan Secondary a singular community! News Road is not a divide for our community and (IMO) should not have been 
treated as one during previous redistricting decisions. Our community shares a pool and swim team but also cookouts, get togethers, yard sales, and 
other special events.  
Examining a high school redistricting feels extremely premature at this time. With the expansion of 64 and incomplete construction in several 
neighborhoods, it is too early to make a call as drastic as redistricting the high schools. Should the high schools be re-zoned within the next year it will 
ultimately cause undue emotional unrest amongst many families and especially children. Chances are the county will experience an increased rate of 
growth once 64 is complete. Inevitably, a fourth high school will need to be considered before long and these poor kids deserve stability!!! Not to 
mention the outrageous cost such a premature rezoning would be coupled with the need for a new high school just a few years later. It appears an 
incredibly unwise move currently.  
It seems there are many ways to help encourage diversity within our schools without mandatory rezoning. The pathways program allows cross-overs 
between schools. Perhaps more programs like Pathways or other specialized programs could be hosted or developed in particular schools? 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 

107.  Parent I favor the Powhatan Secondary neighborhood being reunited in elementary, middle, and high school. My preference is for Jamestown High School. 

108.  Parent I believe socioeconomic and racial diversity must be the top priority in school redistricting. The diversity of our community as a whole should be 
reflected in each school. This is critical if we are going to close the significant achievement gap between the white and African American students and 
between economically disadvantaged and more affluent students. These students are currently concentrated at a few schools, but these schools are 
not getting more resources to close the achievement gap. This means that our most vulnerable students don't get the attention they need, and more 
affluent students in the same schools lose out as teachers' energies are focused on students with more needs. Evening out the percentage of, for 
example, free and reduced lunch participants, will ensure all students have more equal access to resources. Students at Lafayette and those at 
Jamestown deserve the same quality education. 

109.  Parent I am a concerned parent in the Powhatan Secondary neighborhood. I consider the division of my neighborhood along News Road as arbitrary and 
unfair to my neighborhood. I also recognize that our neighborhood tends to straddle boundary lines, which means that my children will be faced with 
redistricting at least once and perhaps twice in the future. This does not take into account the heavy redistricting burden other parents in my 
neighborhood have undertaken. 

110.  Parent I understand why middle school redistricting is being considered but there doesn't seem to be a reason for redistricting the high schools. There is a 
need to start thinking about another high school or at least expanding the current schools given the capacity levels. Once the capacity issue is 
addressed then it would make sense to consider redistricting the high schools. Any redistricting before then would just cause unnecessary disruption 
to the kids, parents, and our already taxed bus situation. 



111.  Parent Hello, 
I do not believe we should re-zone the high schools at this time.  I don't know when this idea popped up, as we have been talking about the middle 
schools for quite some time, but this is the first time high school movement has been mentioned.  I have two students at JHS and am not aware of any 
problems with overcrowding in any of the classrooms.  I feel that disrupting the students at this point is not necessary, though it may be required later 
if we build a fourth high school. 
I live in Greensprings West, and feel very strongly that our neighborhood should remain zoned for Jamestown High School.  Proximity to the school is 
a major consideration for my family.  As it is, my children begin their academic days far too early, given the early start time at JHS.  They get on the 
bus more than 40 minutes before school starts.  To add even a few more minutes to that bus ride is bad for the children, particularly when there does 
not seem to be a pressing need for it.  I found that Hornsby MS was a good school, but it is simply too far away, and creates long commutes for 
families whose children are in extracurricular activities after school.     
Regarding extracurricular activities and sports, I believe that moving students in high school severely hampers their ability to serve as valued members 
of their organizations and teams.  We are a military family and have moved many times.  Each time, my children have lost their established 
relationships with their coaches.  Since coaches are with the same players from year to year, they know the whole family: players, older siblings, 
parents, etc., and come to rely on those players as known entities.  When students move at the high school level, they have to start from scratch in 
establishing themselves on their new teams.  They must compete as unknowns with players whom the coach has known for years, which puts them at 
a significant disadvantage.  Their playing time and opportunities for leadership and other key positions are negatively impacted.  Loss of playing time 
and leadership positions hurts their efforts to secure scholarship and college admission opportunities. Moving students during the high school years 
can have significant detrimental effects on their futures after graduation. 
Please leave our students in their current high schools for the time being.  If populations require changes, enact temporary measures until a fourth 
high school comes on line.  Do not hastily move to re-zone now, when future re-zoning will be required anyway. Thank you, Leanne Meyer 

112.  Parent Our neighborhood, Powhatan Secondary has been split and redistricted several times since 2000. I firmly believe these children should not have to go 
through yet another school change. In addition, we need to keep our neighborhood together instead of splitting it at News Rd. We are a community 
and should be left as such. 

113.  Parent I am not sure I understand why high schools are being considered for redistricting at this time.  I do understand that there are income inequalities 
between the students in our area high schools, but with all of them approaching capacity in the very near future, I request that you consider waiting 
to redistrict until a new high school is built.  Redistricting takes an emotional toll on all students and parents involved, so please wait until it is 
necessary (i.e., a new high school is built), so that you only have to put the kids and parents through this process once.  I knew that middle schools 
would have to be redistricted when the new middle school was built, but I feel that including high schools in this process seems to be rushed and not 
well thought out.  I plan to attend the meeting tomorrow night.  Thank you. 

114.  Parent I think the county should not redistrict the high schools at present.  I think it would be much less disruptive to students and families if it was done at a 
time when there is a new high school being built.  
Additionally, I think when considering moving neighborhoods, looking at which ones already had to move during the last redistricting(s) helps keep 
things more fair so that the same neighborhoods are always the one being asked to make the changes. Thank you and good luck. 

115.  Parent We strongly disagree on splitting our neighborhood into two schools.  Our neighborhood is always a target for this type of changes. 



116.  Parent Hi there! 
I have to say, unless the school was considered "dangerous"...I would want my kids to go to whatever school is closest to their home.  I don't want 
them spending any more time on a school bus (where a lot of bullying occurs) than necessary... and would like them to get to school and return home 
as quickly as possible....especially in the afternoons--where they have homework, afterschool activities and jobs.  Also...if they are driving...I don't 
want them having to drive any further than necessary.  I don't think it's safe for the kids...I don't think it's safe for the community.  I do not believe 
redistricting solves the problems being brought up regarding the amount of Free or Reduced Lunch kids.  And WHY is that being used as a measure of 
determining what is good/not good for a school?  As a minority, I resent my children being classified by their race.  Someone keeps posting stats on 
how Whites are performing vs. Latinos vs. Blacks in the various schools in our district.  Also, I recall seeing a study in our district that laid out the 
expectations of the students based on ethnicity.  Asians were expected to perform the best (but for whatever reason, weren't included in that other 
study) and second of all...I think ALL of our brains are GREY--with the same capacity to learn!!  Also...what about all the mixed ethnicities?  My girls 
are half Asian/half Caucasian.  Do you average the two??? Insanity!  If I were Black...I would be furious that you wouldn't have higher expectations of 
my child!  Black brains have just as much capacity to learn as White brains--so why these crazy studies?!  Also...poor people have just as much ability 
to learn as spoiled rich kids.  If they don't get parental or guardian help/guidance at home....THAT is what we should be focused on!!!  PROVIDING 
EDUCATIONAL HELP TO THOSE WHO NEED IT. I have volunteered to do this many times! H.S...or even M.S Honor Students could get volunteer hours 
for helping tutor students that are struggling. It's that whole village concept that I firmly believe in!  By the way....I am not an advocate of that "No 
Homework" policy DJ has implemented.  How are you going to prepare the kids for H.S?? or College?? The earlier they learn to work independently, 
the better.  Of course, I wouldn't want to see my kids doing homework 'til after midnight--but no time like the present to learn Time Management---
and also, no time like the present to learn that sometimes it's just going to be HARD! 
I love our kids of all ages.  I don't think kids want to wake up earlier and go home later, just to be bused far from home to meet some perceived 
injustice. Just because someone is getting free or low cost lunches doesn't or SHOULDN'T put them in a category of "Flunkie."   In fact...if you make 
kids go to school somewhere further from where they live...it's harder for their parents to be involved with their school too...or allow their kids to get 
involved with after school activities...even if they take the after school activities bus.   Hope no one makes hasty decisions based on emotions and 
manipulated facts that favor politics instead of the very people affected by it:  our kids.  My parents came from poverty... and became very successful 
because people gave them opportunities to learn right in their very own poor neighborhoods.  It's not a crime to be poor.  It's a crime to expect less of 
one who doesn't come from wealth.   That's all.  Thanks for your service.  I know it's not easy. 

117.  Comm. 
Member 

One of the worst things to happen to my children when they were in the WJCC school system was having to leave many of their friends from middle 
school as they were split into different high schools. Also, please don't divide neighborhoods like Powhatan Secondary . 

118.  Comm. 
Member 

We believe the students in our neighborhood (Powhatan Secondary) should be assigned to the same elementary, middle and high schools. Splitting 
our subdivision is confusing and disruptive to neighborhood planning and busing.  We have been targeted in the past while other subdivisions have 
been assigned without splitting. 

119.  Parent As the parent of a 10th grader at JHS and 7th grader at BMS I feel the districting for the high schools should be left as they are currently aligned. 
Thank you for your consideration, Kenny Jenkins 



120.  Parent I have a few proposals for redistricting criteria: 
1. Not to move/change neighborhoods that have seen growth and/or with homes being specifically bought by families with children.   
This may seem odd but we worked, saved, researched and purposefully moved to Powhatan Secondary to be able to send our children to Matoaka, 
Hornsby, and Jamestown.  I know that I am not alone in this.  My son knows six different boys that goes to his school on our street alone; three of 
which moved in just prior to the start of the 2017 school year.  I can honestly say that I have never seen such a community before and I truly believe 
that the current school district has a major influence on this.  I feel a change could easily harm these growing communities socially and economically. 
2. Traffic Patterns 
I think it is important that when considering districting for schools to keep in mind the route that the buses will be forced to travel in order to get the 
children to and from school.  There are many roads, such as Monticello Ave, that have numerous lights and heavy traffic that would end up forcing 
children to be on buses longer than the already are.  Historically, the county has had trouble with the bus system and minimizing the impact of travel 
should be considered a priority. 
3. Creating Stability 
Give consideration to those neighborhoods and communities that have seen numerous changes over the past redistricting.  I know that my 
neighborhood alone has changed school districts three times.  By sparing the neighborhoods that have seen this amount of change, it could very well 
alleviate some of the notoriety that redistricting has gained. 

121.  Parent We bought our home in Greensprings West simply because of the school zone! Not only am I concerned for my child to get rezoned to a school 
farther away that does not offer all of the same opportunities as JHS, but I am concerned about the property value of my home. I wanted my kid to 
attend a school that has a great reputation, so I invested in an overpriced house because I felt that the education was worth it. Now, I am at stake of 
losing a proper education/ high school experience and the money I have invested in my home.  
Also,  I do not want my child to drive to a school farther away, and at this point, I do not believe we can solely rely on the bussing system.  
Please do not make a hasty decision to rezone schools without considering all possibilities. Thank you! 

122.  Parent I added grandfathering.  Not that it impacts us, but it seems logical. 
I live in Powhatan Secondary. We specifically moved to this neighborhood to be able to send our children to Matoaka, Hornsby, and 
Jamestown.  There are many families in the neighborhood that are here for the same reason.  However ee do understand the need to populate the 
new middle school and have warned our 6th grader that she will very likely only spend one year at Hornsby. We are prepared to start a the new 
middle school enthusiastically next year. 
I know that right now the board is faced with determining the criteria for redistricting.  My thoughts on this are below: 
Minimal disruption: Instead of moving a large number of children from Berkley, neighborhoods that must change middle schools can populate the 
new middle school. Given the proximity of the two schools, there does not appear to be an advantage to moving a large number of students from 
Berkley to the new school.  
Proximity/Traffic: I think it is important for students to attend the school that will provide the shortest bus ride, whenever possible. Avoiding 
numerous stoplights  (such as on Monticello) that would lengthen the bus ride would be a priority.  
Grandfathering: I know that WJCC has not allowed grandfathering in the past and I understand the transportation issues it may cause. However for 
rising 8th graders, and for rising 11th and 12th graders, I ask the board to consider allowing those students to continue at the schools they are 
currently attending.  The parents that wish to take this option could be responsible for transportation themselves. 

123.  Parent Please do not split the Powhatan Secondary students (again). Students should attend the same middle school and Jamestown High School (due to 
location) during the upcoming redistricting process. 



124.  Parent We should keep our neighborhoods together at the same schools.  Currently our neighborhood goes to different schools.  We should keep 
communities together instead of separating them. 

125.  Parent As a resident of Powhatan Secondary (Powhatan Woods) it's my opinion and request that neighborhoods are kept together and minimize the 
disruption of our students.  Our families/students in Powhatan Secondary have been moved to different schools in the past 3 rounds of redistricting 
since 2000.  Why should they be asked to move to a new school again?  Why should our neighborhood students have to attend 2 different schools?  
Keep our students together as they move to middle school and leave them at JHS. 

126.  Parent Hello,  
We understand the goal and importance of making a quality education available to all students in the WJCC district. We are a military family and 
specifically chose to retire in Williamsburg, being highly motivated by reviews of the WJCC schools. We purchased our forever home in Powhatan 
Secondary last year and are thrilled to be part of such a great community, schools included. Our oldest daughter, a 2017 JHS graduate and attendee of 
3 different high schools, told us she loved JHS and the education she received so much she wished she could have attended all four years there. Our 
son is a current Sophomore at JHS and our youngest daughter is an 8th grader at Hornsby Middle. Both love their schools and are very thankful they 
will not face another move or new school again. While we understand our son could be grandfathered in to remain at JHS should our boundaries 
change, we are greatly concerned about our daughter, who moves onto high school next year. The possibility of our two children attending different 
schools would create a hardship for our family, not to mention the other numerous families in the same situation. Additionally, it our hope 
neighborhoods are neither split up or divided into different boundaries.  
We know you value all input and will take great care and consideration as you embark on the decision process. We know these decisions are not 
taken lightly. We thank you for all you do to make our district one of the best and will pray for you and our educators as you navigate the new school 
year. Regards, Kevin and Kathy Kirby 

127.  Parent I think there are many great reasons not to redistrict high schools at this time.   
As far as middle schools, I'd like to see my neighborhood (the Berkeley section of Powhatan Secondary that was redistricted to DJ Montague at the 
eleventh-hour during the last redistricting) go to the new middle school.  As you know, this one small section of a large neighborhood bore the brunt 
of being redistricted to, what was at the time, an underperforming, unaccredited, elementary school.  I don't want them to have to do the same for 
Berkeley Middle School --which I do not think is a good school.  I don't care if the two sides of the neighborhood stays together at this point. Once you 
split them into two elementary school it's as if you've created two separate neighborhoods as it is. 

128.  Parent We live in the Powhatan Secondary neighborhood. I bought into the neighborhood that I did specifically for the Jamestown high school. Because of 
past "redistricting" my kids have been moved out and in to two different middle schools in their time in the Williamsburg school system.  We went 
from a local school within two miles or so to one almost 10 miles away. This caused transportation issue related to extracurricular activities etc. They 
were split up friends they had made and then required to make new friends some that lived nowhere near where we live. All of this with no evidence 
that it would make anyone's life or education better. 
Why should the kids in our neighborhood be asked to move to an new school again?  
As a child I had to move numerous times due to family issues, jobs etc.  Redistricting has the same effect as moving your kids to a different location. I 
can tell you from personal experience, it’s not good for the kids. 
This is a unhealthy exercise in mismanagement of our school systems both socially and economically with no real long term evidence that it is 
necessary for the betterment of the students, no matter the economic background they come from. 
Enough is enough. Stop messing with our children's lives. There is already enough pressures put on them to succeed, adding more obstacles is just 
irresponsible. Thank you, Patrick Bennett 



129.  Parent For redistricting the middle schools the school boards needs to keep neighborhoods together and minimize disruption of our students.  Its challenging 
enough for them to move schools, they should be kept together with their neighborhood friends and peers.  Our students have been moved to 
different schools in the past 3 rounds of redistricting since 2000.  Why should they be asked to move to an new school again?  Why should our 
neighborhood students have to attend 2 different schools?  Keep our students together as they move to middle school and leave them at JHS. The 
redistricting of high schools should be taken OFF the table.  Focus on the task at hand of redistricting the middle school and leave the high schools 
alone!!  We moved to Powhatan Secondary because of JHS, that was number one priority on our list.  One of our kids goes to JHS and the other 
should be going there next year. 

130.  Parent While redistricting of middle schools is necessary to populate the new school, planned expansion of Warhill HS in the near future makes redistricting 
high schools at this time unnecessarily disruptive unless the School Board develops a thoughtful grandfathering and sibling option that phases in 
redistricted students. Examples of possible options can be found in the plans recently developed for Stafford County HS 
(https://www.staffordschools.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=20869) and Henrico County Middle Schools (http://henricoschools.us/redistricting/). In 
the context of imminent HS expansion and comparable levels of HS achievement with current occupancy and demographics, it would be prudent to 
either postpone HS redistricting until more capacity is available and comprehensive planning is more feasible or limit the movement of students by 
only moving students out of JHS and into LHS to make their capacities more comparable. Furthermore, reasonably contiguous boundaries and keeping 
neighborhoods intact should be prioritized in redistricting. 

131.  Parent 1. A local person should come up with the options (perhaps a group NOT on the school board) 
2. Only middle schools should be redistricted 
3. Keep the neighborhoods whole--do NOT divide them 
4. The plans to redistrict should not cost millions 
5. There will never be a balance for FRL, so don't try and force that issue. It's not worth busing children all over just to make our schools look better. 
And with the bus shortage we currently have, it's not a good or feasible idea. 

132.  Parent We live in Powhatan Secondary and have children who have gone/are going to public school. This neighborhood has been split 3 times now with new 
redistricting and I believe that the neighborhood as a whole should be kept together so that siblings and families are not split up from themselves or 
their neighbors.  It tears communities apart when you start splitting up neighborhoods into different schools. People purposely buy homes in this 
neighborhood in order to attend Matoaka Elementary and Jamestown High School.  With its close proximity, it makes sense to keep it that way.  
Middle Schools have not been as much of an issue. Disrupting these kids again is just not right! 

133.  Comm. 
Member 

Our students have been moved to different schools in the past 3 rounds of redistricting since 2000.  Why should they be asked to move to an new 
school again?  Why should our Powhatan Secondary neighborhood students have to attend 2 different schools?  Keep our students together as they 
move to middle school and leave them at JHS. In addition to the impact on students and families, this continually redistricting process is a detriment 
to home values. 

134.  Comm. 
Member 

It is very important to the Powhatan Secondary neighborhood that we keep our students in their current school and not divide the neighborhood 
(again) for redistricting purposes. We are tired of being the target of every redistricting. It is unfair to the children in our neighborhood and very 
upsetting to the parents. As a community, we are asking that you not split up Powhatan Secondary so that you can keep balance of the free and 
reduced lunch levels in various schools. Proximity and continuity are of crucial importance to us. Thank you. 



135.  Comm. 
Member 

I am not clear why rezoning the high schools is needed at this time.  If the up trend in enrollment continues a 4th high school will be needed anyways.  
Why not bring trailers onto the property at JHS.  We live in Greensprings West and understand that students in our neighborhood who attend JHS 
have already gone through 2 redistricting events.  In addition, transportation is already an issue for the district.  What impact will the rezoning have 
on an already taxed system. 

136.  Comm. 
Member 

Please do not redistrict Greensprings West students currently attending Jamestown High School. JHS offers competitive and unique programs not 
currently offered at other high schools. The proximity of our students to the high school ensures a safe trip each morning and afternoon and 
facilitates extracurricular activities. Furthermore, we feel our neighborhood, with its significant military population, contributes to JHS's diversity. 
While we approve of County efforts to increase socio-economic diversity in our schools, it would be ill-advised not to consider the students coming 
from this underrepresented group. Thank you. 

137.  Parent We are a military family. We just purchased our home here in July specifically for the schools. I was pretty irritated to hear that the schools would be 
redistricted. That being said, I understand that it does need to be done. I do think that the neighborhood as a whole should go to the same school, 
whichever it may be.  I again am new so I really do not know the schools in contention. My son is at Hornsby now, I would hope all are to the same 
caliber of the classes, technology and building features but I tend to doubt it. I want the best for my child and nothing less will be tolerated. Again, I 
purchased my home because of the schools, the house is nice, but I could have gotten more "bang" for my buck elsewhere if I did not care about 
where my children went to school. 
       From the one meeting I attended, it sounded as if the redistricting for middle school was most certainly going to result in my child no longer 
attending Hornsby. This also irritates me. Again, we are a military family and are subjected to moves and changes like no other family. We are 
supposed to be in a rooting period right now. Our current 7th grader once this redistricting takes place will have been in 3 different schools. I am 
asking that you please consider an optional grandfathering the current students in to their current schools. Some people would not take it. Probably 
families with long standing history in the community would choose to just go to the new school. For them it is just moving all the same kids to a new 
building... no big deal. But for the military child who just got here, still trying to navigate and weave themselves into the fibers of the community it 
would really be helpful to have the option to stay in a familiar school, with familiar teachers, and other friends they have made that perhaps do NOT 
live in their neighborhood. I am sure they would appreciate the option. 

138.  Parent As a resident of Powhatan secondary, we have gone through the disruption of redistricting too frequently.  Our children have had to switch schools 
too many times.  It's time for another neighborhood to be  affected by redistricting.  
 It is important that our neighborhood not be split again.  
 It is premature to redistrict the high schools at this point. A more long-term solution needs to be implemented. 

139.  Parent Please keep Powhatan Secondary distracted for JHS. 

140.  Parent We need to keep neighborhoods together and minimize disruption of our students.  Our students have been moved to different schools in the past 3 
rounds of redistricting since 2000.  Why should they be asked to move to an new school again?  Why should our neighborhood students have to 
attend 2 different schools?  Keep our students together as they move to middle school and leave them at JHS. The Board must achieve socioeconomic 
balance at our schools without splitting our neighborhood and moving our high school students. 



141.  Parent Please be mindful of keeping neighborhoods intact as much as possible.  We live in The Colonies of Powhatan Secondary, and our section of the 
neighborhood has already been carved out on the elementary school level.  It does, in my opinion, significant harm to a neighborhood's sense of 
community to have children attending different schools.  Our side of PS should not be carved out again at the high school level.  Or, if our 
neighborhood must be divided, it seems only fair that others should be as well.  Dividing Ford's Colony would promote even distribution of students 
between schools just as easily as dividing PS. 

142.  Parent I specifically bought my house in the Powhatan Secondary neighborhood because it was in the Jamestown District. The school has excellent AP 
classes, sports teams, after school activities and a great mixture of students. We are physically closer to Jamestown. During middle school, my son was 
moved from Berkeley to Hornsby - 2.5 miles from my house and on my way to work, to 12 miles from my house. Build another high school since at the 
rate we are growing, it is already needed. Stop gerrymandering the district lines! 

143.  Parent Please do not redistrict high school until plans for the fourth High School are finalized.  Rezoning twice will be difficult on high school students.  Also, 
please consider proximity to the school as a main criteria since it will impact students and parents' time on a daily basis. Thank you for your 
consideration. 

144.  Parent Many parents are very concerned about the education their kids are receiving at Lafayette HS, as is evidenced by their turnout at the July School 
Board meeting, and as is further evidenced by the declining numbers of students at Lafayette HS this year compared to 2016-2017. Lafayette clearly 
needs help. Rather than redistrict more students into Lafayette, which is unlikely to help fix the problems that exist there, why not allocate more 
school board funds and resources to Lafayette? Is a change in administration needed there? The solution to Lafayette’s issues are NOT to redistrict 
students into this school. Please do not redistrict the high schools! 

145.  Parent Given the future projections for growth in WJCC, it seems unwise to redistrict now, when we are going to be forced to either expand a current school 
or build a new one very soon. Redistricting now will only buy us a few more years and will cause so much angst in our neighborhoods. Please learn 
from the middle school redistricting and postpone the high school redistricting! 

146.  Comm. 
Member 

Our current neighborhood high schoolers have already been redistricted from one school to another back in 2010. They are still angry at having been 
pulled away from other neighborhood friends back then. Please refrain from moving these exact same students once again! 

147.  Parent Please hold off on the WJCC high school redistricting and spend this year focusing on the much more critical middle school redistricting. Let’s take 
what we learn from the middle school redistricting and apply that in the future to the high school. The future growth projections indicate that growth 
is going to be significant in the upper county. An affordable housing project was just approved in Forest Glen. Interstate 64 is widening which will 
likely bring additional residents from Newport News to Williamsburg over the next couple years. Please wait a few years to see how county growth 
continues, before redistricting the high schools, and thus prevent unnecessary disruption to our communities! 

148.  Parent My family moved here from Ohio last year. We chose JHS  school district because of the excellent academic scores (very important to parents) and the 
excellent soccer team (very important to our son). We could have moved anywhere on the peninsula since our job is in Newport News but it was 
Jamestown High School that brought us here to Greensprings. In Ohio there were 3500 students in the high school because our district was also one 
of the best. The parent booster committees enjoyed a lot of financial and volunteer support because we believed in our school and students. I believe 
that making our children move to a school we didn't plan or intend for them to go to will not foster parental financial or volunteer support.  A large 
building and trailers were used to accommodate the flow. Have you considered the use of trailers at JHS? 

149.  Parent The number one criteria for redistricting should be keeping neighborhoods intact. 
We are in  a growing area so we understand from time to time it’s necessary to redistrict schools.  But it's certainly reasonable to expect that 
neighborhoods are kept together. 



150.  Parent Keep students in their neighborhood schools.  If the school is close enough to bike or walk too, students should go to that school.  With all the issues 
the transportation department has keeping bus drivers why are we sending students across the county to go to school?  Money saved from less 
busing could be used for more staff to provide smaller class sizes and more teacher assistants to help lower performing schools improve.   
Race should not be the primary factor in determining school zones. 

151.  Parent As a concerned parent, I would like to voice my opinion about the possible re-districting of our GSW subdivision.  We chose our home in GSW because 
of the great reputation of  JHS.  The school is close enough for our son to drive there, the teachers and counselors work very hard to make this school 
exceptional.  We have plenty of diversity that may not be measured in the singular way you measure diversity.  Please open your minds to the fact 
that not all minority students need free lunch.  I don't think it's fair to move our kids to a high school farther away and with lower academic levels in 
order to balance some perceived quotas.  Keep in mind many of us moved to this subdivision especially to be in this school district.  I don't see the 
immediate need to re-district the High Schools.  Focus on the new middle school for now.  In the future, we may add another high school, then you 
can address the district issue. Sincerely, Linda Hubbard, concerned parent and homeowner 

152.  Parent Hello, For the middle school, I think that proximity should be the primary criteria.  As was noted in the recent meeting, everyone loves neighborhood 
schools.  Proximity allows the students to get more sleep due to shorter travel times, and enables their involvement in school activities. It also 
encourages parental participation.  Long travel times to school will likely put these important success factors at risk and will also result in less efficient 
use of already limited transportation resources. Keeping neighborhoods together is also important at the MS level. For high school, the School Board 
should be looking to build the 4th high school before redistricting at this time.  The 4th high school is inevitable, and it will be more costly to maintain 
resources for three overcrowded schools (such as 'learning cottages') than to temporarily maintain one overcrowded school while the 4th HS is 
planned and built. Rezoning without a new resource coming online is unprecedented. Should the Board look to move forward to redistrict the high 
schools at this time, proximity should again be the primary criteria.  In addition to the reasons noted for middle schools, proximity results in shorter 
travel distances for new drivers, which would be safer for them.  From the local perspective, impending road work on Centerville and the resulting 
changes in traffic flow when it is complete will likely lengthen travel time for anyone who would need to travel through the Centerville/News 
intersection (or detour to avoid it) to get to school. Minimizing disruption is also incredibly important at the high school level. Grandfathering anyone 
already attending should be seriously considered. Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the discussion of redistricting criteria. 

153.  Parent We are residents of Monticello woods and are currently fearful that our small neighborhood will be redistricted to a high school far from our home.  
Jamestown high school is 1 mile from our house.  Our children can walk to Jamestown high school.  Yet, our neighborhood has a smaller voice than 
larger neighborhoods such as Kingsmill.  Please hear our request to leave our kids at their community school.  We believe that promoting 
neighborhood schools will increase community cohesiveness and save the school district transportation costs. 

154.  Parent Our house is 3.5 mile from Jamestown High School, 1.8 miles from Clara Byrd Baker Elementary yet my Children are zoned for schools that are much 
farther from home almost a 20minute drive for them to go to high school.  I don't understand why students in Kingsmill are zoned for Jamestown High 
School which is 17minutes away when Lafayette is only 10minutes away.  I feel that zoning is based on how much money your family/neighborhood 
has than where you live.  This is very unfair! School districts should be based on your proximity to the school! 

155.  Parent Middle school years are crucial in our children's lives. Staying put is essential, not moving them around, especially after 6th grade. 

156.  Comm. 
Member 

I am writing to request that your board remember the study done within the last 7-8 years that polled the population and saw that "Neighborhood 
Schools" were considered by majority to be a priority in school zones.  Proximity to a school should be considered as well as the neighborhoods 
military population if you are looking at distribution of the free lunch population since these students are not considered.  To cause a family to drive 
double the distance to a school - makes no sense. 



157.  Parent I live in Powhatan Secondary and will be unable to attend Tuesday's meeting.  I still want to pass on my thoughts.  In terms of redistricting for the 
middle school, I think there are a few items that should be prioritized in considering which students should be moved to any new school.  The first is 
proximity.  It has never made sense to me to drive a student farther than necessary to the nearest school.  Time spent commuting is seldom regarded 
as anything more than wasted time.  I know this happens in Williamsburg already, but it should not be compounded by new districts as a result of the 
new middle school.  Additionally I think it makes sense that neighborhoods be moved together and not divided.  This seems like it would be an 
obvious consideration but apparently it is not.  If our children are to be moved, it only makes sense the entire neighborhood is moved and not 
divided. 
One item I think is also important to address at this time is the issue of redistricting for high schools at this time.  With all middle schools above 
capacity and a new school opening, redistricting is simply necessary.  However, the same is not true for the high schools.  I understand a small, 
motivated group brought this issue to a head, but I do not believe the community at large shares their concerns.  My mind goes back to the high 
school debate team.  The first part of forming any argument was to show the harm in a given situation (then prove it is inherent to the conditions of 
said situation).  I am not convinced that harm has been shown in the given high school populations.  I am also far from convinced that bringing all 3 
high schools 2 percentage points of full capacity solves any problem, and rather I think it makes the more long term issue more obvious - there will 
need to be a new school built sooner rather than later. 
Children are resilient, but that does not mean they should have life changes such as a new high school thrust upon them for no good reason.  As the 
vast majority of this board has never been through the redistricting process, I think you all seem a bit too giddy at the idea of uprooting children from 
their high school.  I agree with what Jim Kelly said - we are emotional about elementary and high school, not so much about middle school.  I suggest 
you focus you're attention on doing the best job possible with the redistricting you have to do, then consider moving on to the redistricting you want 
to do.  Perhaps in a few years high school redistricting will be a necessity in the way the middle school redistricting is now.  Until then, there is no 
need to add undo stress to the high school students for literally no tangible value.  Thank you for your time and consideration, Richard 

158.  Parent Do no harm.  Don't disrupt the current High School students.  Please do not redistrict the High Schools if there is no need to do it at this time.  
Fracturing my children's High School experience will be a detriment to their education.  Please do no harm. 

159.  Parent Clearly there has to be redistricting for the new middle school. One would hope that careful attention is paid to keeping neighborhoods together and 
maintaining diversity without resorting to busing. Kids should not be bussed across town just to make us feel good about diversity. 
It seems redistricting high schools is only a temporary fix considering within 5 years all schools will be at capacity. Why shuffle our kids around now 
when clearly this will have to happen again in the very near future. We need a long term solution and need to start planning now for a 4th high 
school. To bus kids all over town while we delay solving the real problem isn't fair to anyone. 

160.  Parent My daughter just started Concourse 9 
And redistricting will interrupt her educational plans and she will have one year on a swim team she has wanted to be on for many years. Swimmers 
are very dedicated and it would be wrong to deny daughter a full high school experience at Jamestown. 

161.  Parent The socioeconomic balance is essential.  4th high school will be critical 

162.  Parent *DO NOT REZONE High School at this time, since it is unprecedented to rezone without building another high school 
*PROXIMITY of GSW (Greensprings West) to JHS (Jamestown High School) 
 - safety of student drivers 
 - distance buses travel in an already understaffed bus transportation system; need to utilize transportation resources effectively 
*MAINTAINING NEIGHBORHOOD TOGETHER 
- when rezoning middle school keeping our neighborhood together GSW 



163.  Parent High School redistricting that moves the Greensprings West (GSW) students out of Jamestown HS (JHS)doesn't make sense on a number of matters.   
First and foremost, GSW sits 2.5 miles from JHS and moving these students to either Lafayette HS (LHS) or Warhill HS (WHS) would increase the 
distance required to travel for the GSW students by 108% (for LHS) and 172% (for WHS).  Furthermore the GSW students would be required to travel 
up Centerville Rd (under either scenario) and this roadway is not equipped to handle the increased traffic before and after the school day.  
Conversely,. there are currently neighborhoods to the east of JHS - starting with King's Pointe, Kingsmill and the Grove area whose travel increases (if 
these areas were moved) would only be approx. 25% (for LHS) and 57% (for WHS) - These areas would see a considerable lower impact on travel and 
the county would also incur less costs in busing, etc.    The redistricting decision should be based on the lesser of the student impact (via travel time) 
and as cost beneficial as possible.  Moving the GSW students would not achieve this and would impact both the students and the taxpayers of JCC. 
Secondly, the increased travel required on the busing system would put an even greater strain on an already strained system that is short roughly 22 
drivers.  By now increasing the distance required to travel this would also impact the district’s ability to efficiently bus all students as a result of the 
strained busing system. 
Thirdly, and as mentioned above, any movement from JHS from GSW would require students and buses to travel Centerville Rd.  This one lane 9each 
way) road is ill equipped to handle the increased capacity of vehicles travelling on this roadway prior to and after school.  There would need to be 
significant changes to the roadway - namely widening to two lanes - in order to accommodate the increased traffic. 
Thirdly, and most importantly, is the health and welfare of the GSW students.  The increased travel time would require students (who both drive or 
take the bus) as well as parents who drive students to school to leave much earlier in the morning than they do now.  It is a fact that teens already do 
not get enough sleep which is a main contributor to classroom success.  This change would further impact the amount of rest and thus negatively 
impact performance.  
Lastly, it is premature at this point to perform a HS redistricting.  As JCC continues to grow, it is apparent that a fourth HS may be required.  A fourth 
HS should be targeted for the Kingsmill/Grove sections of JCC.  Additionally, recent real estate studies show that the Toano/Stonehouse area of JCC is 
the fastest growing part of JCC.  These areas feed WHS and would continue to drive up student populations at WHS as these areas expand.  These two 
factors should put on hold any current redistricting until more data can be completed. Regards, Craig Harlow 

164.  Parent Members of the School Board, Our family is new to the WJCC school system.  After 2.5 years of research and touring schools we decided to move our 
family to Williamsburg in the hopes of providing our children the very best public education available.  We bought a home on June 26, 2017 in 
Governors Land.  The schools that Governors Land are zoned for was our number one priority and  reason for choosing our home and moving our 
family.  We are now very concerned with the possibility of being redistricted to another High School.  Jamestown High School is twice as close to our 
neighborhood than the other  High Schools in the County.  We feel that sending our children farther would have a very negative impact on their 
education, academic performance, and quality of life. There would be earlier mornings, longer drives, and longer bus rides required of our children.  
We are in strong opposition to the stress this would cause our children.  We are asking that you please keep these factors in mind when making 
decisions that will have such a big impact on our children and family.   
In addition we are concerned that redistricting the High Schools now is only a temporary fix.  If there are indeed plans for a fourth High School would 
it not be in the best interest of all students to wait and redistrict at that time?  Redistricting twice would have a very negative impact on many families 
and students.  Thank you for giving our family the opportunity to express our deep concern.  We hope that you will seriously consider our views. 
Sincerely, Stephen and Leanne Quinn 



165.  Parent We have a 11th grader at Jamestown High this year. Last year, we moved to the Williamsburg area from the West Coast. It was a very traumatic time 
for our then rising sophomore to be moved away from his friends after his first year of high school. This not only impacted his friendships but also the 
mentoring relationships that he'd established with his teachers. Rezoning students already in one high school disrupt those mentoring relationships 
with teachers making it challenging for them to receive authentic college recommendations in areas of specific interests such as music, arts, sports 
etc. 
We bought in Greensprings West because it is zoned for Jamestown High School and due to its proximity to the high school. Over the years, in every 
city that we have lived in, it made sense that the neighborhoods closest to the elementary, middle and high schools are attended by those students. 
Only in extenuating circumstances do parents request for a waiver for their child to attend another school outside of their zone. Hence, rezoning 
students to another high school miles away from their home compromises not only their safety but also complicates the school transportation routes 
causing an already early start to the school day to be even earlier. This is will eventually impact school performance as well. 
Redistributing student populations make sense when students are going from middle school to high school, not when they are already attending one 
school.  
Teenage years are already filled with angst and apprehensions. Our job as parents, educators and school board members are to serve our young 
people giving them every opportunity to succeed in the environment that they are in. We cannot make such important life-altering decisions hastily 
without considering long term emotional impact on our students. 
Please represent our collective voices by voting against rezoning and moving students to different high schools for the sake of equalizing reduced 
lunch program participants. Please let's consider other alternatives by utilizing modulars and expanding our current facilities, building a new high 
school and most importantly solving the school transportation issues first. 
We will be at the School Board meeting on Tuesday, September 19 to add our voice to the conversation. 
We thank you for your kind attention to this matter. Sincerely, Travis and Stephanie Guse 

166.  Parent Last time this topic came up, my daughter was in elementary school...attending Stonehouse.  The initial suggestion was to bus her all the way to 
James River.  An insane solution.  And one I hope does not happen again. While redistricting all too often gets political in that socioeconomics play too 
large of a roll.  Where people live & what school is closest should be the top priority.  We often times buy homes knowing our child will go to a certain 
school.  In the instance of my daughter, she ended up being moved to Norge, a LOGICAL solution.  While I understand moves need to be made & will 
be made, we also need to use common sense when making these decisions.  Making a drastic change & having kids not go to schools close to their 
homes then makes them be on the bus even longer, less parent involvement since the school is further away or just not being close in case of an 
emergency. With my daughter is in her first year of high school at Warhill now, hopefully that won't change. 

167.  Parent To use anything other than proximity for school redistricting is discriminatory.  I reviewed the goals of WJCC schools on your web site.  None of the 
goals mention equal distribution of students across socio-economic lines.  Do what you have been elected to do and focus on the stated goals.  WJCC 
schools provides equal opportunity, regardless of race or socio-economic background.  It's not the School Board's job to provide equal outcome. 

168.  Parent I understand the WANT for neighborhood schools but I see the NEED for increased parity in the high schools. Why does LHS have so many of the 
"special" programs?? The 900 building isn't open to LHS students--it's for the special programs. So why is that space counted in LHS's numbers? 
Spread these special programs with the other schools! I know it won't be a popular choice, but if you really care about WJCC schoolchildren, parity in 
our schools is the right choice. 



169.  Parent Please do not split students who have gone through elementary and middle school into a high school that is not fed by previously attended 
elementary or middle school. We live in Scott's Pond where this has occurred for all 3 of my children which has been very detrimental to their social 
development as they enter crucial years of high school. My children enter/ed high school as freshmen at LHS after attending Norge and Toano. Every 
other student that they had grown up going to school with are districted for Warhill. This created a host of issues from communication at the middle 
school to high school level with scheduling and orientation information, social connections with essentially only children who live in our 
neighborhood, lack of awareness of  extracurricular activities/ sports that began before school ( August) at our zoned high school as that info is 
primarily passed on the "feeder" school students, and quite honestly MAJOR resistance from of children to start fresh at high school level. Our 
daughter ( honors student/ multi-sport athlete/ introverted personality) who started LHS in 2015-2016 school year, had significant anxiety and 
depression necessitating professional counseling which she had never reason for before being well adjusted to her previous academic and social 
setting. Our sons will/ have transitioned to LHS this school year and next knowing a handful of other students at best but having knowledge due to an 
older sibling and parents who actively seek out information. That said, WE LOVE LHS even though it was a rocky start to a school that clearly does not 
have equal facilities and resources that the other high schools that the students they have grown up with have at Warhill or that are in community at 
Jamestown. The other main issue I have is that the commute to Toano Middle from our home is greater than 20 minutes easily which made staying 
after school for extra help or activities very challenging for parents who work since it is on the Tier 1/ high school schedule. We literally drove by 
Hornsby to get to Toano.  I have been told by school board members ( no longer on SB) in the past during the previous re-districting that Scott's Pond 
was a "game changer" or domino effect neighborhood due to the number of children and socio-economic factors. I understand this and accept it as 
my children have received a valuable education at the schools they have attended. However, I think it is essential that we learn from this 
"misjudgment" of the impact on our students and families. My guess in all likelihood is that Scott's Pond will "revert" to the 4th middle school/  The 
NEW James Blair as, when we built our home in 2005, James Blair Middle School was the districted middle school for Scott's Pond which was amazing 
from a location standpoint. Ironically, the year my youngest child enters high school will be the year that is changes back... I just hope that our high 
school district does not change next year yet again placing our children at a disadvantage. Please consider the social and location standpoint for 
students and parents when singling out certain neighborhoods. 

170.  Parent I am both a parent and teacher. Our children deserve well balanced schools where each is given the funding, resources and staffing it needs. When 
considering where district lines will lie, please be cognizant of the balance of not only socio-economics but travel times to school/how the buses will 
function. 

171.  Parent Considering PROXIMITY of Greensprings west to JHS, please do not rezone the neighborhood out of JHS.  
When rezoning middle school keeping our neighborhood of Greensprings West together and close to the middle school. 

172.  Parent I believe that students should only be moved between schools at natural breaks in age/grade/maturity. I believe those shifts can be made in the year 
between 5th-6th grade, the year between 8th-9th grade and then again in the year between 10th-11th grade. However the last should only be a last 
resort. 

173.  Parent Please do not split neighborhoods. Neighboring kids should go to the same school. 

174.  Parent I am against rezoning the high school at this time.  There are a few important reasons why.  The first is capacity.  With the eventual need of a 4th high 
school in the next few years, this is an effort in creating chaos without it providing a long term solution. Trailers offer a capacity solution with no chaos 
created for the children.  Redistricting also creates chaos for kids from our neighborhood who have already been through 2 rounds of this (albeit for 
new schools). Also, transportation is a concern.  New drivers driving further to school is impactful as is our already strained bussing resource situation.  
Finally, determining diversity by  reduced school lunch qualifications is limited and not by any means comprehensive, especially in our area of high 
military family concentration. Thank you for your consideration - 



175.  Parent Regarding the high school redistricting, based on the enrollment numbers available in the fact sheet, it seems clear that any redistribution of students 
at the high school level is simply a temporary solution to a larger issue of a growing population with limited space available at the high school level. 
The report notes, “Optimal capacity is 85-88%.” All three schools currently exceed that level, indicating that a permanent solution allowing for 
sustained growth is necessary, whether that solution is the expansion of one of the existing schools, the addition of a fourth high school, or a different 
solution.  
With that in mind, I feel any redistricting at the high school level is premature and should not be done at this time. W-JCC schools seem to redistrict 
frequently, to the detriment and disruption of the community. Are we certain this is the best solution? Have all other avenues (trailers, extended 
schedules, etc.) been considered? If the board chooses to go ahead with high school redistricting, I feel it should be as minimally disruptive as possible 
to students and families in the district, since it is simply a provisional solution. Any changes to the high school districts (and I hope they will be minimal 
or nonexistent) should small and whatever the minimum necessary to balance the capacities of the high school. While certainly worthy goals, now is 
not the time to address larger issues such as socio-economic balance in schools. Those discussions are certainly appropriate at the middle school level, 
as the opening of a new school warrants a large-scale redistricting, but that is not the case at the high school level.  
The transportation issue currently facing W-JCC schools is also an important factor in redistricting. Ensuring minimal commute times for students 
should also be a priority at this time so as to hopefully ameliorate (or at the very least, not exacerbate) an already challenging transportation 
situation. Thank you for your time. 

176.  Parent It would nice to be go to Jamestown when you live off of Jamestown Rd.  Strange to have to go all the way to Lafayette. 

177.  Comm. 
Member 

I believe that it is vital to take several aspects into consideration before deciding to redistribute the schools. First there should be diversity within the 
schools, but children should not be required to travel long distances past schools that are in their neighborhood to achieve this outcome. Also, 
students who are already in high school should be allowed to complete their education at their currents hook IF they want to graduate at the school 
(some students may want to transfer while others may be happy to switch). Finally, it is important that students have the opportunity to develop a 
sense of community within their school if they are redistributed. The county should host events over the summer to allow students to get to know 
administration, teachers, and one another. 

178.  Parent We are very much opposed to high school redistricting. It would only be a temporary solution to overcrowding. This quick fix would cause needless 
disruption and cultivate divisiveness. We live in Monticello Woods--walking distance from Jamestown High. Sending our kids to any other schools but 
the one in their backyard makes no sense. A long bus ride would be expensive, counterproductive to student and parental school involvement and 
dangerous for our newly-licensed drivers.  I urge you to abandon any redistricting plans and look at areas that need a new school to be built! 

179.  Parent Rebalancing socioeconomic criteria, maintaining community cohesion, accessibility, sustainability, longevity, and legacy. Military communities. 

180.  Parent I strongly urge the Board to re-evaluate at this time the need to address redistricting the High School. I would encourage the consulting firm to 
emphasize where a 4th High School can be built to alleviate the overcrowding. 

181.  Parent Hello. I have a current seventh student at Toano middle. I would love to see him stay at Toano to finish his 8th grade year. I am very worried that my 
son, who struggle s to make friends, will be forced to attend the new middle school, and leave his friends behind at Toano.  All his current friend base 
came from Stonehouse Elementary and I'm sure would not be pulled to the new middle school. Id like to see a grandfather close or a choice given to 
upcoming 8rh grade students. We live in the Village of Westminster and want to stay zones Toano. We like the teachers and have had a great 
experience there. Also, with Warhill practicality in out back yard, I'd like for you to consider keeping this neighborhood zoned to Warhill and not 
pulling then to Lafayette. I'm not sure that this would happen, but wanted to voice my concern. Thank you for the opportunity to share our thoughts. 



182.  Parent I am the parent of two current middle schoolers, 6th grader and 8th grader.  Our neighborhood is Powhatan Secondary.  I am greatly concerned about 
the impact school redistricting will have on my children and our close knit community of Powhatan Secondary.  While I have no doubt that our 
neighborhood will be redistricted to a new middle school next year, it is extremely frustrating that there is also the possibility of our children being 
sent to a different high school.  The following should be considered when determining who is redistricted: 
1.  Has the neighborhood been redistricted before and how many times? - It seems that Powhatan Secondary is ALWAYS a target when WJCC Schools 
need to be redistricted.  Powhatan Secondary's children have attended Clara Byrd Baker Elementary, Matthew Whaley Elementary, Berkeley Middle, 
Matoaka & DJ Montague Elementary and Hornsby Middle....there is not one other neighborhood who has been more affected by redistricting than 
Powhatan Secondary.  And our kids are facing MORE change.  Our children deserve some continuity without having the fear of being shifted every 5-7 
years because the district didn't do it right the first time.  
2.  Proximity to the schools - The distance between Powhatan Secondary and the new middle school vs. Berkeley Middle will not be significant.  
However, if given the option, I'd prefer my children attend the new school.  If we are forced to move AGAIN, at least give our children the opportunity 
to be exposed to the wonderful new technology that will be in place at the new school.  High schools are an entirely different matter....Jamestown 
High School is 2.6 miles from my home address in the middle of Powhatan Secondary.  Lafayette High is 4.9 miles or 6.9 miles, depending on the 
route.  It currently takes less than 3 minutes to get to Jamestown High.  Lafayette High takes considerably longer.  Common sense tells me to leave 
Powhatan Secondary in the Jamestown High district.   
3.  Keep neighborhoods together - Splitting Powhatan Secondary between Matoaka Elementary and DJ Montague was one of the most ridiculous 
decisions made by the WJCC School Board.  These kids did not deserve to be separated from their friends because they lived on the "other side of the 
road".  Our children swim together, play together and grow together....they should be able to go to school together. 
In closing, the Powhatan Secondary neighborhood deserves better than what's been done in the past.  We deserve a say in our children's future and 
where they'll go to school.  We want stability for our children.  We're tired of being considered low-lying fruit and an easy target every time WJCC gets 
redistricted.  We've taken our turn....more than once.  It's someone else's turn.    Thank you for your consideration, Shari Garbarino 

183.  Parent I do not think neighborhoods should be split up. Additionally, we moved to Kingsmill with the understanding that we would be aligned to Jamestown. 
We chose public over private with the understanding that Jamestown would be our high school. If this is not the case after redistricting, we would 
have to re-evaluate. 

184.  Parent I would be dissatisfied with a rezoning plan that increases the amount of time my children are required to spend on their bus routes. I also feel that 
there should be consideration in building district pride, as a way to balance the school pride that you may unfortunately strip away from high school 
students impacted by rezoning. I can't imagine my sophomore, who has spent time building a sense of school pride through academic achievement 
and athletics, being shuffled to another school. I believe it would considerably diminish his high school experience. I understand this is a short-term 
issue from your perspective, but it is a considerable issue to those affected.  
I'll also add that when the zoning plan is released, it must be logical, including supporting evidence that illustrates data-driven decisions. I can get 
behind a plan that makes sense. However, if the plan appears to show favoritism or have weak justification that implies certain neighborhoods were 
given preference one way or another, I will advocate against the plan. 

185.  Parent I would like to suggest that New Town be zoned for the new middle school.  My daughter is currently a 5th grader at DJ Montague and I have been a 
board member of the PTA for several years.  With New Town being at the edge of the current school zone map, the majority of her classmates will be 
going to Hornsby.  I would suggest that New Town be included in a centrally located group of neighborhoods that will attend the new middle school.  
It will allow for a diverse group of students as well as allowing those in the DJ zone to attend middle school with students they know. 



186.  Parent In terms of the HIGH SCHOOL redistricting, I am hopeful that the School Board will consider these issues: 
--Is it necessary at this time, or would it be advisable to put it off until a fourth high school can be built?  Does it make sense to push all three current 
schools to 96-98%, which will expedite the need for a fourth school while also reversing the favorable capacities at two of the three schools?  Most 
importantly, it is worth the human cost to do the redistricting now, when it will presumably need to be done again very soon?  (Please do not 
underestimate these human costs; these are lives of individual children that are at play, not dots on a map or data points on a chart.)  
--Please give some consideration to those neighborhoods who have already undergone multiple redistricting in the past 10-12 years.  It is very 
disruptive to children's and family's lives; causes both students and families to feel less invested in their schools; and is arguably fundamentally unfair 
to cause the same neighborhoods to undergo these sacrifices repeatedly while others do not. 
--Please keep in mind the potentially very detrimental consequences to high-school redistricting.  Students will be uprooted from the bonds that they 
have formed with teachers and coaches.  For "at-risk" students, this means losing important mentors in their lives. For college-bound students 
(including both at-risk and non-at risk), such moves will prevent them from having the strongest possible college dossiers.  Letters of recommendation 
should ideally come from teachers who have known students in more than a single course, from coaches who have known them for multiple years, 
and from guidance counselors who have watched them grow and progress over four years.  Colleges increasingly want to see "leadership" experience, 
yet a student changing schools midstream will have a much more difficult time stepping into such roles.   
--If you do go ahead with redistricting now, please consider the possibility of grandfathering children (not just seniors) who have already started at a 
high school so that they do not suffer the consequences that I have mentioned in the previous point.  (Ideally, the county would provide 
transportation, so that all students, no matter their financial means or family situations, could benefit from such a policy.  Perhaps families that could 
afford to pay for such extra bus service could be asked to do so, with provisions made for students who cannot afford to do so.) 
--Please be as judicious as possible in coming to the decision whether it is really worth disrupting, perhaps in extremely harmful ways, the lives of 
adolescents who need as much stability as possible in their lives and who are preparing for adulthood.  They need sustained mentors, and they need 
the opportunity to build their resumes and/or college applications.  Another redistricting may be needed in a few years anyway, as all the schools 
outgrow their capacities, so a redistricting now might well mean disrupting some children's, and certainly some families', lives in rapid succession. 
Thank you for soliciting community input as you embark upon this challenging task. 

187.  Parent Please consider the future need for a 4th WJCC high school before redistricting in the near term.  Seems like it would make more sense to take a 
longer term view and only disrupt the students and community once rather than doing it now and again when a 4th high school is inevitably added.  
Thank you 

188.  Parent Please do not redistrict the high schools. We are military, and I am hoping that my daughter will be able to attend all 4 years at the same high school. 
She has changed schools every 1 or 2 years prior to high school, but is now in her second year of attending the same high school. My active duty 
husband and I made the choice to separate geographically in order to achieve this goal. She has formed valuable relationships with her peers and 
teachers and is continuing participation in 2 significant extracurricular activities. Her older sister attended 3 high schools and was able to achieve 
academically, but was hurt by not having ongoing relationships with peers, teachers, and extracurriculars. 

189.  Parent To whom it may concern, I moved to Williamsburg from out of state specifically for its schools, most importantly for Jamestown High School. 
Accordingly, I moved to a specific neighborhood in order to have my child attend Jamestown HS. I understand the need to adapt as needs change in a 
community but the children currently enrolled in a specific school should not suffer (be uprooted) as a result.  Children currently enrolled in a high 
school (grades 9-11) should be "grandfathered" to allow them to finish up their high school years in the school in which they started. Thank you for 
your attention and anticipated consideration, Jill Devriendt 



190.  Comm. 
Member 

1) Avoid moving students who have been moved repeatedly.  
Also grandfathering students that are rising 8th graders and if High School is in the mix of consideration, PLEASE grandfather all students currently in 
grades 9-11, so they can finish out all 4 years at the same High School; these are the most valuable years as they build priceless relationships with 
teachers, counselors, classmates and prepare for their journey ahead.  
2) Avoid splitting up neighborhoods.  
3) Proximity of neighborhoods to a school closest to their neighborhood.  
4) Socioeconomic balance should be achieved.  
Other important factors to consider:  
James City County and the city of Williamsburg are growing and our school districts are continually growing. Hampton, York County, Newport News 
and surrounding areas are reducing in number yet we continue to grow! We must prepare for the years to come as some schools are over capacity. 
Determine where the growth will occur as WJCC has over one thousand approved new construction permits in place as of this year. (Fords Colony, 
Stone House, Kingsmill, Green Springs, etc.) Also, once I-64 expansion is complete it is likely more people will be willing to move to Williamsburg and 
commute to work in other areas of Hampton Roads in order for their children to be in the better ranking schools here. Start discussing expanding or 
building of another High School in the future and how to budget the expenses.  
Of the seven current school board members only one has been through past redistricting processes that have occurred in 2007 & 2010. Please listen 
to the experience of the one board member (Jim Kelly) who has had his own family affected by redistricting and take into serious consideration the 
input he provides.  
Lastly, PLEASE communicate when the new maps are up, and when the public can attend meetings, and when the finalized and approved redistricting 
map is posted for us to see the boundary lines. Many families find that the decisions that influence the education of their children are at the top of 
their priorities. Thank you so much for your time and consideration on this. 

191.  Parent I believe that students should be able to go to schools that are closest to their home.  My children spend WAY to much time on the bus and they 
should not have to be bused to Toano when there is 3 schools CLOSER!!  We should have the option to allow our kids to go to schools close to our 
home! 

192.  Parent We live in Powhatan Secondary and want to be kept together as ONE neighborhood when we are rezoned.  It's challenging enough for our kids to 
move from one middle school to another, it will make the transition smoother for them academically and socially to be rezoned with their 
neighborhood friends.  The new middle school will have the space to accommodate our neighborhood and it is closer than Lois Hornsby Middle 
School; we should be zoned for it.   
Take rezoning the High Schools off the table and deal with the main task at hand of rezoning the middle schools. Do not lose focus of why there is 
rezoning, it is for capacity issues in middle schools and there is a new middle school to resolve this.  There will be many lessons learned from this 
process that will be useful if and when the High Schools need to be rezoned. 
We do not want to be zoned for Berkeley Middle School, we purchased our house because of the schools it was zoned for, Berkeley Middle School 
and Lafayette High School are not our zoned schools.  This will adversely impact our children, our property value and our way of life. 

193.  Parent I currently have a 10th grader that has attended 8 different schools so I have a unique perspective when it comes to transitioning to new schools.   If 
redistricting has to happen for High School I implore the School Board to grandfather all students currently in grades 9-11.  The ramification of being 
forced to change schools because of new district lines shouldn't impact students that have already started their High School journey.  The decisions 
and consequences  of those decisions made my adults should not fall on the shoulders of our children that are currently enrolled in High School. 



194.  Parent I believe we should prioritize equity and diversity in the redistricting process. Racial and socioeconomic diversity in schools benefits all students 
regardless of race or class. Ideally, school attendance boundaries will be drawn so that the diversity of each school reflects the diversity of 
Williamsburg/JCC as a whole. 

195.  Parent Please base redistributing on distance from school to keep bus times shorter.  Also, grandfather in rising seniors so they can finish out their years with 
those they grew up with. 

196.  Comm. 
Member 

I disagree with re districting 

197.  Parent The most important factors in ranking order 
1) Avoid moving students who have been moved repeatedly.  
Also grandfathering students that are rising 8th graders and if High School is in the mix of consideration, PLEASE grandfather all students 10-12th so 
they can finish out all 4 years at the same High School; these are the most valuable years as they build priceless relationships with teachers, 
counselors, classmates and prepare for future careers and or college. 
2) Avoid splitting up neighborhoods such as (Powhatan Secondary) we are currently split down News Road.   
3) Proximity of neighborhoods to a school closest to their neighborhood. (Socioeconomic balance achieved) 
Other important factors: 
James City County and the city of Williamsburg are growing and our school districts are continually growing. Hampton, York County, Newport News 
and surrounding areas are reducing in number yet we continue to grow! We must prepare for the years to come as schools are over capacity 
(Jamestown High School currently at 111% capacity) Determine where the most growth will occur as JCC has 1200 approved new construction permits 
in place as of this year. (Fords Colony, Stone House, Green Springs, etc.) Also, once I-64 is complete it is likely more people will be willing to move to 
Williamsburg and commute to work in other areas of Hampton Roads in order for their children to be in the better ranking schools here. Start 
discussing building of another High School in the future. 
Of the seven current school board members only one has been through past redistricting processes that have occurred in 2007 & 2010. Please listen 
to the experience of the one board member (Jim Kelly) who has had his own children effected by these redistricting processes and take into serious 
consideration the input he provides.  
If capacity becomes an issues: for example (Lafayette at 88% vs Jamestown at 111%) please consider moving Kingsmill and Grove to Lafayette. 
Although future construction may influence the growth of Lafayette in the years to come. 
Lastly, PLEASE Communicate via the text updates (81010); email; social media; website; etc. when the new maps are up, and when the public can 
attend meetings, and when the finalized and approved redistricting map is posted for us to see the boundary lines.  Many families find that the 
decisions that influence the future education of their children as one of their highest priorities. Thank you so much for your time and consideration on 
this. And please don't hesitate to call or email me with any questions. Kindest regards, Amy Pickett 

198.  Comm. 
Member 

Redistricting is a very bad idea. As a student I know that redistricting would only need people up and cause extreme stress on everybody involved. I 
have bad social anxiety and moving to a new place with new people would cause my mental illness to become severe, and I know I am not the only 
one. Also when my family moved here we moved in to a house that we probably couldn't afford just so that we could go to a specific school and to 
move is would be absurd. Overall redistricting would only cause harm to the student, teachers, and parents. 



199.  Parent I really hope that we can work to prioritize equity and diversity in the redistricting process. This is an issue that benefits the entire ecosystem of 
students. 
The National Center for Education Statistics has found no evidence that white students' achievement is harmed by being around minorities. VCU's 
Genevieve Siegel-Hawley has confirmed that test scores do not statistically differ based on composition of minority.  
Instead, there is increasing evidence that diversity improves outcomes. Katherine Phillips at Columbia Business School has found that when you have 
people from a social majority in a diverse environment, they work hard, think about problems more broadly, and focus on the task more - which in 
the business world translates into more innovation and greater profit.  
It also leads to more empathy, less prejudice. Siegel-Hawley has found that willingness to stereotype declines, and helps prepare students for a 21st 
century workforce.  
Please focus on this issue during the upcoming redistricting. It will make my child better prepared to engage in the world and be successful in their 
future intellectual and professional pursuits. 

200.  Parent A time of redistricting for middle and high school would also serve as an opportune time to redistrict our elementary schools. A few of our elementary 
schools are bursting at their seams while schools nearby are close to 200 students fewer in number. The big schools are lacking space and staffing for 
the number of students in the building each day. Would it not serve the community better to wrap an entire redistrict in one shot rather than pay 
someone twice to do the job since elementary will soon need a redistrict anyway with the way our communities are growing? 

201.  Parent Monticello Woods should stay in Jamestown district!  We are extremely close in proximity, and have had the short end of the stick in school 
assignments in the past.  You should plan to break apart the larger neighborhoods (if need be), before changing us from Jamestown High School. 

202.  Parent I would like to express my concern regarding possible high school redistricting.  We live in Monticello Woods which is 1 mile from Jamestown High 
School and is within easy walking and biking distance from the high school.  My girls are currently in 6th and 8th grade and went to CBB and now 
attend Hornsby Middle School.  I would be greatly disappointed if our smaller neighborhood is redistricted to another high school due to the large size 
of some of the neighborhoods in James City County.  For example, Kingsmill is over 10 miles away from both Jamestown and Lafayette and can be 
broken up to accommodate numbers and diversity issues.  Very few students from CBB are districted to Hornsby which breaks up friendships and 
social relationships for our kids.  I do understand that the middle school have to be redistricted due to the opening of a new middle school which will 
again be disruptive for our kids next year.  I would hope the school board does not make a decision to move our kids away from a high school which is 
within walking distance from our neighborhood.  This is where we bike, walk, and spend our time. So please be considerate of smaller neighborhoods 
within the county.  If a neighborhood is within 1-2 miles of the school, the students really should be districted to that school. 

203.  Parent Please prioritize equity and diversity in the redistricting process. The diversity of each school should reflect the diversity of Williamsburg/James City 
County as a whole. The imbalances we have now in the percentage of free and reduced lunch participants across the schools, coupled with the need-
blind funding structure of the school system, create real disparities in the quality of our schools. I don't want Williamsburg to become a community 
where you have to live in a specific part of town in order for your kids to go to a good school. We should not have any "ghetto" schools. Racial and 
socioeconomic diversity in schools benefits all students. 

204.  Parent I would like to encourage you to consider socioeconomic diversity as a first criteria for redistricting for several reasons. One, diversity is good for 
everyone, period. No one benefits from only being with people just like them. And second, my family lives in the Berkley Middle School district. My 
son is on the autism spectrum. The current socioeconomic imbalances in our schools also results in an imbalance of funding, since funding is based on 
number of students, not need. Children like mine who might need some extra help may miss out if their school has 48% of students getting reduced 
and free lunches - is there enough money left for the needs of others in this scenario? I doubt it. 



205.  Parent I have a daughter who will be a senior next year.  If our neighborhood is reasoned from Jamestown to Lafayette would seniors be allowed to stay at 
the school they have been attending.  I hope so. 

206.  Parent I am in favor of redistricting so that allocations of each demographic are more evenly distributed and no one school is overcrowded.   While doing this 
I think it is also important to do your best to keep children in schools  that are physically close to their homes or within a reasonable distance.   I do 
hope that the elementary schools will be redistricted as well in the near future . 

207.  Parent I am a mother of a rising senior and rising freshman at Jamestown in the 2018-2019 school year. I am extremely concerned about the possibility of my 
16 year old son being moved as he enters his senior year. He has mapped out his courses for junior and senior year. Will he be allowed to complete 
his final year at the same school as there is no guarantee the same courses will be made available in a different school? My concern with my current 
8th grader is moving to another school will add considerable travelling time in her day. Will our transportation system be able to accommodate the 
changes as they are currently struggling with the system as it stands. I certainly do not wish to have 2 children at 2 different High Schools if it is 
decided to allow seniors to remain. This would put a considerable burden and stress on our household. The decision making process needs to be 
made clear to the public. Our high schools have supported higher percentages in the past. Moving kids around is not solving the problem. If 
overcrowding is the real concern then maybe it is time for a new high school. Fix the current problem and not just put a band aid on it!!!!!! 

208.  Parent I'm concerned that there is no "student" selection in this survey, for them to have a voice in their own redistricting?  Only parents, staff members or 
community members?   Mistake?  I should think their opinion would HEAVILY count.  Regarding Redistricting:  Please be aware that the Board of 
Supervisors just approved additional "affordable" housing to lower income families IN THE LAFAYETTE HS DISTRICT.  I'm speaking specifically to the 
Forest Glen expansion.  This decision is VERY disappointing.  Socio-Economic balance in WJCC is glaringly "off" and should be the number one priority 
for the consultants and school board.  Sending these kids an additional mile in either direction, to WHS or JHS should be considered HEAVILY.  
Secondly, additional kids from higher income families from JHS would certainly assist with this balance that is badly needed.  We were dealt a hand of 
three small high schools in very close proximity.  Redistricting comes with the territory when there's growth, of which WJCC has had a great deal 
(good thing), but our SB and BOS have never corrected the slow imbalance of increased population and school equity.  Keeping neighborhoods 
together would be a good "second tier" goal.  If a part of the neighborhood gets redistricted, then the entire neighborhood should follow suit.  That is 
part of human nature.  Lastly, I think a "phased in" approach to transitioning kids would be positive.  Rising seniors have the option to stay where they 
are, but all other lower classmen affected by redistricting would take place immediately. 

209.  Parent I live 1.5 miles from Jamestown High School and 7.5 miles to the next closest school (Lafayette) . Both my kids attend Jamestown, I hope you will take 
into consideration those of us that live so close to our school.  I do think distance matters as well as considering those kids that already attend High 
School. I did hear of possibly considering Grandfathering in those already in attendance. The less change in high school the better. 

210.  Comm. 
Member 

i am not a fan of this. i want to be on the Jamestown swim team. Also I do not fit in at Warhill. 

211.  Parent Our children have long school days and are placed on buses with no seat belts in a district that is desperate for drivers. The district already has bus 
routes doubled up, keeping some kids riding twice as long as they should. This is a less-than-ideal situation no matter what, and it gets even worse 
when you bus kids far from their homes in order to achieve goals that may not be aligned with maximizing the learning opportunities for those 
children. WJCC Schools should use home location as a primary driver of determining where children go to school and minimize "exceptions" that may 
allow transfers that drive up attendance at certain schools. Do not make anyone's bus ride longer: long bus rides rob our children of precious hours 
with family and friends. 
Above all, do not use our children as pawns in some sort of political game to make some sort of numbers look "good" to whatever judges are out 
there. Redistricting will upset some people no matter what; you are our elected officials, and we are trusting that you will listen to community input 
and meld that with best practices that will improve the lives of our children, both in- and out-side of school. 



212.  Parent I believe that this should be done by creating the least amount of impact on the children as a whole. 
I also don't feel it's appropriate to pull a child out of their school for that last year. It should start for the children who will be going into 6th, 7th grade 
or 9th, 10th. Give the children a choice if it is a 7th grader going to 8th or an 11th grader going to 12th grade. With the option of a parent driving 
them. When children get older it isn't as easy finding friends, especially if you are leaving most of them behind. I feel this is very important around this 
age group. 
I also feel like that if we have schools that are full or over capacity, the employees/teachers/School Board members etc. should not have the option of 
choosing a school that is already over whelmed unless it is the school they are zoned for. 

213.  Parent My husband and I and our four kids moved here from Kansas last year. Our kids had only known this one town in Kansas their whole lives, so the idea 
of moving was very emotionally stressful for them. 
Because we had heard such good things about certain schools, and because education is very important to us, we chose our neighborhood 
predominantly based on the particular elementary, middle, and high school for which it was zoned. We are not happy about the possibility of our kids' 
schools changing, so soon after making this decision. 
We live in Powhatan Secondary, and we had three kids at Matoaka Elementary in the 2016-2017 school year. We have been so pleased with this 
school. Our eldest has done well with the transition, but her two brothers have had a harder time. We think staying at Matoaka will be crucial for their 
continued growth and development in a positive direction.  
This year, our daughter started Middle school at Hornsby. She loves it! We have been so impressed with this school. We would really implore you to 
allow her to stay at this school for the next two years, since she has gone through a big transition from moving halfway across the country for the first 
and hopefully only time. Also, since she has just made another challenging transition from elementary to middle school. The middle school years are 
known for typically being tough at times for kids, maybe more so than any other point in a student's career, as they are going through so many 
changes.  
I think it would be best for my daughter to remain at the same middle school and not be forced to make yet another transition to a brand new middle 
school. She will at some point this year, start to feel at home at Hornsby, connecting with faculty and staff, fellow students, and the building itself. 
Starting all over again in 7th grade might negatively affect her confidence, her academics, her relationships, and her future. 
When my daughter is in 8th grade, my son will begin middle school, as he will be in 6th grade. They should be at the same school. It would be too hard 
on my family or any family to have kids at different middle schools.  
My understanding from talking to our neighbors is that our neighborhood, Powhatan Secondary, was majorly impacted and divided by redistricting 
the last time the county went through this. It does not seem to be fair or necessary for this neighborhood to have to endure that once again.  
Distance-wise, my house is closest to Matoaka versus the other elementary schools. I believe that our house is pretty much the same distance to 
Hornsby as it is to Berkeley and the new school location. I believe there are many other neighborhoods that could filter into those two locations that 
would make more sense logistically. Our house is by far closest to Jamestown High School, and my husband works very close to that school, so I would 
be quite confused and upset if we were somehow redistricted to a different high school.  
Please continue to keep Powhatan Secondary west of News Road in Matoaka, Hornsby, and Jamestown Schools. Thank you, Blaire Ruch 

214.  Parent One of the reasons we purchased in Powhatan Secondary was to enable our son to attend JHS. We intentionally compromised on the Elementary 
school (DJM) because parental involvement can make up for a lower performing school, as determined by test scores. However, that does not hold at 
the HS level - no level of parent involvement is likely to bring either Warhill's or Lafayette's scores on par with JHS.  I'd rather my children attend a 
higher performing crowded school than an underperforming school with better locker availability. 

215.  Comm. 
Member 

Please keep Kingsmill and Greensprings districted to Jamestown!!!! 

216.  Parent Criteria should be based on location near school, distance required to travel to school, impact on roads. 



217.  Parent Anne Sullivan Middle School to celebrate great teachers and the world they change. 

218.  Parent I understand the need to change some districting at the middle school level due to the addition of the 4th middle school.  
However, I am not in support of redistricting at the high school level.  I feel that this is very disruptive to students who are in the middle of their high 
school experience, working towards a diploma and college acceptance while participating in sports and activities that create a sense of school 
pride/spirit.  I hope that with the upcoming high school redistricting two criteria are kept in high regard: 
1. Proximity.  High School entails much more time spent at the (and back and forth to and from the) school with practices, meetings, activities, etc.  
Having a far distance to travel to attend school and these extracurriculars is not ideal.  Keeping neighborhoods at the most convenient school makes 
the most sense for transportation and also helps build a sense of community within local neighborhoods. 
2. Allowing for students already attending a certain high school the opportunity to complete their education at that same school (rather than 
uprooting them to a new school). Thank you for asking for community feedback! 

219.  Parent I think every effort should be made to improve the socioeconomic and racial/ethnic diversity of our schools.  Increased awareness, appreciation, and 
respect for differences between children/adolescents *must* be as much of a focus as "traditional" learning in our school system, given the current 
political climate. 

220.  Parent I think some consideration should be given to military children and giving them the option not to switch schools as most would be leaving the school 
within a year or two anyway,  if redistricting occurs and parents can drive them they should remain at the school if they don't want to switch. Other 
states/cities allow military exceptions. In our case if redistricted our daughter would be in 4 different schools in 4 years. It is too much on these 
children on top of their military moves to disrupt their lives further. 

221.  Parent NO to redistricting Jamestown High 

222.  Parent Greensprings West is 2 miles from Jamestown HS. Please don't redistrict to a school further away. 

223.  Parent I do not think redistricting green springs west neighborhood is a good idea since the neighborhood is only 2 miles from Jamestown to makes sense to 
keep kids closer to the school closer to their house and my daughter has already started at JHS. It isn’t fair to change that she has built a family type 
relationship at this school. 

224.  Parent When considering redistricting, please consider the students' proximity to the high school.  My 2 High school students already leave very early in the 
morning to drive to school. It would be worrisome to have our inexperienced drivers going long distances even earlier in the mornings. 

225.  Parent HS redistricting should focus on proximity to the school.  It is ridiculous that students be bused farther away from a school that is close to their 
neighborhood.  We already have bus problems with availability of bus drivers!  HS students currently in HS should remain at their current schools and 
redistricting begin with new entering freshman. 

226.  Parent The redistricting should be based on the economics vs. the demographics. How can you justify busing kids an extra 15-20 minutes or having them 
drive when they have a high school 2 miles away. 

227.  Comm. 
Member 

I have already submitted one survey but this topic has crossed my mind everyday sense school started. Where I live there is no more space to build 
Jamestown and Neck-O-Land road are out of room to build. As a result Jamestown will not be increasingly over populated if you choose to rezone my 
neighborhood(lake Powell pointe), which I really hope you do because our neighborhood is right next to Jamestown, but our neighborhood does not 
have a strong voice like Kingsmill. Kingsmill and the grove area should be zoned for Lafayette because they are growing in population. It also makes 
me mad how I see people driving past my house to get to Jamestown. That is what shocked me the most on the first day of school. 

228.  Parent We live in Powhatan Secondary.  I am not against redistricting I just do not want my neighborhood split up between schools 



229.  Parent If redistricting at the high school level is absolutely necessary, which I don’t believe it is, please do not redistrict children that were redistricted in 
2010. Children that were redistricted when they were in 2nd and 3rd grade (and moved from relatively new schools to old schools) are now in high 
school. They have never forgotten that experience and are devastated to learn that they may be redistricted again! Please spare these same children 
this time, and consider removing them from consideration in the high school redistricting process. (Of course no one minds being moved to a new 
school, so this is not an issue at the middle school level.) 

230.  Parent As a nearly 20 year resident and parent of a freshman at JHS with a second child set to attend high school in 2 years, I'm writing to express my 
thoughts as they relate to redistricting. We live in Monticello Woods, approximately 1.5 miles from JHS. To redistrict our neighborhood would add 
several miles to my children's school commute. 
While I appreciate the desire to even capacity among the high schools, I think that drawing arbitrary lines that discount proximity makes no sense. 
Ideally, schools are surrounded by communities that will support and bolster school spirit, taking pride in their respective community school. Carving 
up the community where neighborhoods are leapfrogging rival school communities seems counterintuitive. 
All the high schools perform well, especially when compared to other Virginia cities. If we want to address academic deficits, I think it makes more 
sense to apply district resources to teachers and programs that will help support students. I don't believe that moving students from one school to 
another - at a significant expense and promoting tremendous anxiety for students and families - is the best use of resources. We really need teachers, 
bus drivers and support staff who are paid well and committed to students' wellbeing, not high priced consultants deciding the fate of our children's 
education. I do not envy your job, but I would just implore you to apply common sense principles when deciding how to redistrict. 

231.  Parent I am not a parent of a current student, but we are expecting a baby and we recently purchased a home in Berkeley's Green based almost exclusively 
on the schools that our child would be eligible to attend in this neighborhood (Matoaka, Hornsby, & Jamestown). I *strongly* support redistricting 
efforts designed to make the racial/ethnic and socio-economic make-up of the middle and high schools in James City County more equitable. Based 
on research data and my family's values, I think my child would benefit greatly from going to schools with more diverse student bodies than what 
currently exists--their learning would be impeded by a lack of redistricting. 

232.  Staff 
Member 

I have worked for W-JCC schools since 2003. I was the school social worker at the old James Blair Middle and have been at Hornsby and Berkeley 
middle schools. I am very eager for the new school to open as I have witnessed overcrowding at the middle school level. I would like to see the 
redistricting to take into strong consideration the equitable distribution of those families who struggle economically. Grouping large amounts of 
students with free/reduced lunch status at one middle school can bring heavier challenges to that school. This has proven true at Berkeley. The 
homeless population at Berkeley is the highest among middle schools. Berkeley also houses certain special education classes that other middle school 
do not have, increasing numbers stretches our nurse, school counselors and all staff to provide quality services to those who may need more support 
academically and emotionally. 

233.  Parent We live in Powhatan secondary on the hospice house side. I would like for my children to be able to continue in Hornsby and go on to Jamestown with 
the other half of the neighborhood- after all, this is why we moved into this neighborhood in the first place. It is ludicrous to divide a neighborhood 
between 2 different schools (as was done with DJ Montague for half the neighborhood and Matoaka for the other half). I hope that you will take this 
into consideration in your planning. Thank you for your consideration. 

234.  Parent I know the redistricting decision is a complex one that involves many factors. This being the case, however, I have seen our daughter step into middle 
school as a 6th grader at Hornsby and absolutely love her experience after her first week. We would love for her to be able to continue as a Hornsby 
Hawk for both 7th and 8th grades. Thank you for being willing to "listen" to the collective input of our community. 

235.  Parent We purchased our house because of the schools it was zoned for and do not want our property to be rezoned.  We have kids in elementary, middle 
and high school.  Our address is 4193 John Richardson lane 23188. 



236.  Parent Keep it simple. Upper end Toano. Lower end Berkley. Split the middle between James Blair and Hornsby 

237.  Parent As I have heard educators explain, redistricting needs to makes geographic sense for the students and their families in our community, while  
accounting for capacity issues. The community is asking that this process is approached with an awareness of socio-economic factors, such as HUD 
housing, within a geography. One high school of the three should not have to accommodate an inordinately larger group of students who are 
financially, educationally, developmentally, and behaviorally challenged as Lafayette High School currently does. Why should ESL, Alt ED, etc, all be 
housed at LHS? Also, we ask that allocation of resources be examined- can all student in our high schools access the same curriculum? LHS appears to 
have fewer teachers to accommodate typical learners, while other schools like Warhill get a higher allocation of STEM professionals and classes. 
An important corollary to the topic but not broadly discussed, is the issue of Pathways. The ability for students to enter a non-zoned school through 
this loophole will create issues for the district in forecasting capacity and managing programming. Why not allow this alternative route for learning in 
the same manner at all high schools and benefit from the collaboration? Why "specialize" the content, for example with STEM only at Warhill? Is not 
STEM the basis for education for all our students? Why would SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING and MATH not be extended in the same way at 
each of the three high schools? If Jamestown would like a BioMed club, great. If LHS wants a leadership club, great. It's another option to Forensics, 
for example. Please look holistically and collaboratively at this process, with an eye to an improved high school experience for all our students. 

238.  Parent Regarding the High Schools---Please consider allowing neighborhoods close to a school to remain at that school. I live in Greensprings Plantation, as a 
working parent there have been days when my son would stay after for projects at Jamestown and he has either ridden his bike or even walked 
home. If we were sent to another high school this would not be possible. Also please consider allowing seniors finish at the their current schools. 

239.  Comm. 
Member 

Don't redistrict high schools. 

240.  Comm. 
Member 

I haven't seen a proposed redistricting map. With no other options presented, I like the districting the way it is. 

241.  Comm. 
Member 

We prefer to not redistrict Powhatan Secondary neighborhood to Lafayette high school. We already lost home values when our neighborhood was 
districted out of Matoaka. Please pick some other neighborhood to devalue. Thank you. 

242.  Parent We should not redistrict just to do it. Let's take the location of home and school in consideration. HS students already get on the bus at 630 am. Do 
we want to take more of their time to bus them across town? Families choosing to live in certain neighborhoods doesn't make them more affluent or 
better then others. It just means they chose a nicer and safer home over other things. Maybe we should consider making the process easier for 
people choosing a school outside of their district and providing the same quality education at all schools. 

243.  Parent I don't know the criteria by which the current lines were drawn or what changes are being considered. I do know that one of the primary reasons we 
moved to Greensprings West was so my son could go to Matoaka and Jamestown. Angry does not begin to describe my reaction if the lines are shifted 
so he'll go elsewhere. 

244.  Parent It's like buying a house. You will never get everything you want. You go with the best thing you can afford for now, and then when the finances 
become available, you remodel the kitchen.  
With that said, there will be a 4th high school built. When that happens, redistrict for the high schools. OR you can just add onto the buildings we 
already have, save $$ and put this headache to rest. 
IF you insist on redistricting the high schools, I agree with minimal disruption. I also agree that there will never be an equal amount of free lunch 
students, so this should not be in the priority. I am very pleased to see there are a few on the board that share the same opinion as me on many of 
the discussed "priorities for redistricting". Please stand firm and know there are many in the community that need our voices heard. 



245.  Parent Please consider NORMALCY. WJCC has redistricted so many times at so many levels...to no avail. You have gotten little or no reward for disrupting 
student lives.  
Keep students at schools that are close.  
Keep neighborhoods in tact and respect history of neighborhoods and schools. Don't allow any student to drive by one school to get to another for 
the sake of "diversity" 
Jamestown is educating students so well. Yes there is a dip in their scores for special education, but they are doing an awesome job with other groups. 
Let them keep doing it. They are beyond capacity but work hard for every student.  
Bring LHS to capacity will make the school weak. Just think please think!!! 
Have the COURAGE to publish online EVERY one of the publications comments. Take a look this is what most districts do. Take a survey and publish 
the results. EVERY WORD in a spreadsheet style. Have some guts when you ask for input and PUBLISH THE REULTS. But you won't because you have 
already decided what you will do--you are just asking so you can say you did. 

246.  Parent When my husband and I moved here a few years ago we bought our house because it was in the Jamestown High School district.  I hope that you will 
still consider Indigo Dam Road (one street over from The Meadows) a Jamestown High area.  The middle school rezoning doesn't worry me at all 
though. 

247.  Parent Proximity- geographically closest 
Boundaries- keep neighborhoods together; community developed within neighborhoods, regardless of their size should be kept a priority. 
Current zoning & changes, the high schools should be least disrupted 
We made job decision and home choice based on high school 
Minimize the disruption for HS, especially rising 10, 11 & 12 grades: HS investment is critical to stay; not about great experience to go through change, 
admins and schools being welcoming, but it's about kids being established in their schools w/ teacher, staff & guidance relationships in place & best 
practice for success rates. 
Disagreed with board member that said that's it's all board to decide rather than grandfathering for redistricting; the board should be representing 
the input of the community. 
Socio-economic- Disruption just to get a balanced percentage isn't necessarily wise; the disparity that was expressed by one member may not be as 
much of an issue as she claimed.  Balancing this out could very negatively impact a community of students that live in a neighborhood and would 
desire to stay together, but would have to be separated to balance out socio-economics?  That seems unfair to them.  And if graduation rates are 
equal, why do the percentage differences matter? 

248.  Comm. 
Member 

Socio-economic diversity and racial diversity need to guide redistricting decisions. 
Regretfully and unfortunately, it appears as if these factors...socio-economic and racial...have been used negatively 
in the past to affect redistricting decisions; namely, to select and eliminate populations of students so certain  
school environs have more income and racial sameness.  
WJCC public school Board can and must remove the face-validity of socio-economic and racial prejudice and discrimination in 
the outcomes of decision-making. They are evident!!! ELITISM and RACISM have no place in our society and especially in our schools. 
See you on the 19th......if not before. 

249.  Parent It is crucial to our students & our community development that the middle school (and high school) redistricting view racial and socioeconomic 
diversity as a priority.  Our children need to see that their community is diverse, and that our strength comes from our diversity.  Please ensure all 
schools are socially and racially diverse. 



250.  Parent I believe the School Board needs to focus on neighborhood schools.  We move into area that we feel are beneficial for our children.  We have been 
through many redistricting and I get tired of hearing we need to focus on free and reduced lunch as a criteria to keeps things equitable. 

251.  Parent I have a student that will be going into high school for the 2018-2019 school year. Redistricting the high schools is something that needs to be done to 
even out the population in each school and I'd rather see it done now rather than after he's already spent a year or more in one high school.  You 
have to redistrict for the new middle school, you might as well do the high schools at the same time. 

252.  Parent Keep all of Powhatan Secondary in the same schools.  Right now, the Berkeley and Colonies sections of Powhatan Secondary are going to different 
elementary schools.  These children live and play in the same neighborhood; parents carpool, kids play on same athletic teams, etc., and it makes it 
difficult to do some of these things when they go to different schools.  The carpooling is the main factor that is affected. 

253.  Parent We live in Greensprings West and have a student currently attending Matoaka.  One of the major reasons we purchase our house in Greensprings 
West is because we wanted our son to attend Jamestown High School.   The quality of education at Jamestown was and is Very important to us.  It 
would be extremely unsatisfactory to redistrict GSW to another high school.  Thank you. Kimery Parker 

254.  Parent Many people move to an area or a specific neighborhood to specifically have their children's. go to a certain elementary, middle or high school.  My 
son who  is an eighth grader at Hornsby Middle School and has had his heart set on going to Jamestown high school. That's why we bought our house 
in 2013 to remain in the school district so he could go to Jamestown high school. He is a huge athlete and is excited about playing basketball and golf 
there as well receiving the good education that they provide. It would devastate me and many other parents and children if any part of Greensprings 
West was redistricted to different school.   We just went through a redistricting so I'm not sure why tax dollars need to be spent on a committee to 
rezone again.  Please leave Greensprings West alone and allow our children to go to Jamestown High School ... which is right around the corner from 
us.   This would be a lot less driving for our new drivers as well. 

255.  Staff 
Member 

My family lives in Powhatan Secondary.  As a military family, we decided to retire here to give our children stability and allow them the opportunity to 
develop friendships and experience a sense of community in their middle school and high school years...An opportunity that they have not had as we 
have moved from Korea to Germany and all over the US in service to our country.  We settled in Powhatan Secondary 3 years ago and that is exactly 
what we thought we were getting as my husband retired.  Now, as my son begins 9th grade, we are faced with the potential of another upheaval.  For 
the first time, my son lives in the same neighborhood and goes to school with the same kids.  He has some stability and connection to community.  My 
desire is that as you consider redistricting, please consider not dividing up Powhatan Secondary.  We have gone through division in the past and it has 
been detrimental to the cohesiveness that other neighborhoods experience.  My daughter doesn't go to the same elementary school as many of her 
peers because we live on the other side of News Rd.  This has resulted in her not feeling the same connection with neighbors as our son.  It does 
impact families outside of the school.  Please look at moving an entire neighborhood as you make your decisions;  don't further divide  a 
neighborhood that has repeatedly been divided in the past few years. 

256.  Parent Please keep neighborhoods together in a school; keep bus travel times as short as possible; have equal educational experiences at all schools; balance 
socioeconomic criteria as possible but do not make that the most important factor. 

257.  Parent Please include high schools in the redistricting efforts.  JHS is ridiculously overcrowded, the disparity at LHS is palpable and it seems that WHS likes to 
pick certain athletic students and somehow make eligibility work.  Questionable! 

258.  Parent I am  very concerned about the redistricting. I bought my house in Green Springs West because of the school ratings on great schools .net . I paid 
double for my house because I cared about the quality of education. Please do not redistrict kids. This is absurd that you would consider sending kids 
away from their geographic location of their home. Keep Green Springs West at Jamestown HS. I am completely against redistricting as it is very 
disruptive to all. 



259.  Parent I live in Greensprings West and the primary reason we move here is so our child could attend Jamestown High. I oppose any redistricting that would 
move him to another high school. 

260.  Parent I feel that the schools should be connected to the neighborhoods they serve. There is a stronger feeling of community and safety when students and 
parents which make up the constituents of the school are residents of the area and neighborhoods connected to the schools. I feel that the school 
should directly reflect the area it is in, parents that have been close neighbors of the area of their school have built a community of relationship that 
helps to provide for the security of those students in each of the area schools and that relationship helps to promote safety, accountability, a sense of 
community and encouragement for those students in that school. Redistricting solely for economic reasons without regard to transportation and 
feasibility along with accountability to the constituents would be unnecessary and disrupt the sense of community and would only promote more 
division within the greater area of  Williamsburg and James City County. As one unified school system, ultimately the schools and their students are 
connected through sports, academics and social media so a need to "move the students physically" only disrupts parent and student schedules and 
causes more issues with transportation. Perhaps the money spent investigating redistricting again could be better spent offering equal programming 
and academic opportunities to all the unified school district schools. 

261.  Parent Please do not take students out of schools where they've already started!  While there may be some students who don't have any apparent adverse 
effects from moving between high schools, many students will find it extremely disruptive.  I have two high schoolers who are already upset at just 
the prospect of having to change from their current high school to a different one.  If you must redistrict, please grandfather it in so students will not 
have to deal with a significant disruptive change at a key point in their lives when they're already trying to deal with many other issues.  Thank you. 

262.  Parent I respectfully request that Greensprings West remain at Jamestown High School. We, like most of our neighbors, bought our home on the sole basis of 
what schools our children would attend. My husband came to Williamsburg three months before our family while I stayed behind in Texas until our 
house sold. I did much research online and determined the best fit for our family would be Matoaka for our daughter and Jamestown High School for 
our boys. This was so important to me that we bought one of two homes available at the time that fit that requisite, without me even seeing the 
house first! Both of my sons went on to graduate from JHS, one in 2011 and the other in 2014.  My daughter is slated to go there in two years. 
Jamestown is part of our family, part of our neighborhood and part of our community. Greensprings West supports JHS by attending the school plays, 
athletic events, and fundraisers, not to mention we are closer distance- wise to JHS than most neighborhoods. Again, with all due respect, please do 
not consider taking GSW out of Jamestown! Thank you, Tanya Tremps 

263.  Parent My family has lived in Powhatan Secondary for 3 years. One of the main reasons we purchased in Powhatan Secondary was for the school district. 
With 3 young kids at home we were very happy to find a house we love in the school district we want for our children. We will be very disappointed if 
the redistricting changes where our children will attending school. 

264.  Parent We need to give consideration to students who will be rising 8th graders, and have a personal investment in their school pride, connections with staff 
and peers, and familiarity with routine. We should also include those with special needs. I know this may cause logistic issues, but at least for this first 
year, it is important that students who have been attending one middle school for two of the three years be given the option of finishing at their 
school. Also, geographic and neighborhood connections should be considered. It makes no sense, either for transportation purposes or community 
engagement, to have students travel past one school to get to another for which they are zoned. To be honest, Berkeley simply needs to be split 
between the two nearby schools, and then look at what nearby areas can fill in the numbers. 



265.  Parent I am the parent of a senior and a sophomore at Jamestown High School. We moved here in August of 2013 after I retired from the military. We chose 
Powhatan Secondary because it was districted for JHS. We passed up other neighborhoods and homes to ensure we were in the right district. 
My My daughter (15 & a sophomore) is a Gifted & Talented student and has established relationships with specific AP teachers at JHS. I want her to 
continue with those teachers. My daughter has moved enough in support of the military and the country. 
As a military member, I moved 22 times (different states or countries) in 30 years and my children moved 5 times in their 11 and 13 years of military 
life.  We moved to Williamsburg for stability and safety. 
Consideration should be given to families that relocated to specific neighborhoods to attend a specific school. Switching schools in the middle of High 
School creates challenges when students move from one school to another as students build reputations that result in stronger recommendations 
because the teachers will know them better. Neighborhoods should not be split up. Length of commute 

266.  Parent It seems that redistricting the high schools will not solve the real issue, the need for a 4th high school. Moving students from Jamestown will still leave 
all 3 schools at or above 95% capacity.  I suggest adding portable classrooms to address the overcrowding issue until plans to fund and build a 4th high 
school can be developed and approved. 

267.  Comm. 
Member 

I would hope the Powhatan Secondary neighborhood would not be split between 2 high schools nor would it be redistricted from Jamestown.  This 
neighborhood has had children rezoned in elementary school from Matoaka to Montague, from Berkeley to Hornsby, and the neighborhood has been 
divided within itself.  I understand changes need to be made due to crowding at one school and under usage at another.  Can we look for compromise 
to keep high schoolers together and lessen changes within neighborhoods.  A difficult task with many ramifications.  Not all the people will be happy. 

268.  Parent As you address the subject of redistricting I strongly encourage you to take into account those neighborhoods, in particular Powhatan Secondary, that 
have been repeatedly redistricted.  Furthermore, I encourage you to reconnect Powhatan Secondary into the same elementary school and discourage 
you from separating other neighborhoods. While Powhatan Secondary remains a strong community, the division made during the end of the last 
redistricting went deep and has taken much time to overcome. 

269.  Comm. 
Member 

Don't separate the neighborhoods. 

270.  Parent Please do not put Kingsmill and Governors Land in the same high school.  I would like to see a better balance of economic diversity in the schools. 

271.  Comm. 
Member 

Perhaps reviewing how Newport News Public Schools assigns students and allows students to apply to schools that best suit their interests would 
work for WJCC. In that district students who live within a certain radius of a school are guaranteed a place in that school while others outside that 
radius can apply to attend there. This allows the division to diversify schools and maintain control of the size of the student body. This would cause a 
challenge with transportation, which in WJCC is already facing difficulties, but with proper planning and incentives for drivers this issue could be 
resolved. 

272.  Parent I like in the Powhatan Place part of Powhatan Secondary. I DEFINITELY want to stay with Jamestown High School. It is closest and we ride our bikes 
there. My son will be directly affected by the middle school redistricting. I hope we stay with Hornsby or go to James Blair. 

273.  Parent I would like to see a 'Grandfather Clause' put in for Juniors and Seniors affected by redistricting. 



274.  Parent I. CAPACITY IS INSUFFICIENT MOTIVATION TO DISRUPT THE LIVES OF ENTIRE COMMUNITIES OF STUDENTS. 
 - Warhill and Lafayette are under-capacity. 
 - Only Jamestown is over capacity yet is currently the highest achieving of the high schools. 
  - Balancing student population among the three high schools would result in all three being over ideal capacity. 
 - Disrupting older students lives is more harmful as it severs relationships forged over a longer period. 
 - Until a new high school is built it is not worth the cost in the disruption of the lives of the students. 
II. FRP POPULATION IS IRRELEVANT TO ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT.  
 - The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development sponsored the Moving To Opportunity Program (MTO) which allowed 4,600 families living 
in public housing to enter a lottery that enabled them to move to better neighborhoods and school systems. Because lottery winners and losers are 
random, many social scientists view experiments like this as the gold standard for evidence. 
 - Two studies performed 4-7 after relocation and 10-15 years after relocation both found that "MTO had no detectable effects on math and reading 
achievement." The entire report and results can be viewed at http://MTOresearch.org. 
III. FRP AS A REDISTRICTING CRITERIA CONTRADICTS THE MISSION OF THE SCHOOL BOARD. 
 - Merely shuffling students to balance FRP student population ratios does nothing to serve the academic interests of the FRP students as proven by 
the results of the HUD sponsored program. 
 - Using FRP as a redistricting criteria results in the political appearance of improving the situation when in reality it effectively labels FRP students a 
liability to be mitigated evenly among the schools.  
 - Using FRP data as redistricting criteria in the face of "gold standard" evidence proving it is ineffective is the definition of arbitrary.  
IV. AN EFFECTIVE SOLUTION EXISTS. 
 - FRP based redistricting is defeatist and discriminatory and disproved by dozens of high-performing, low-income population schools. 
 - The non-profit Education Trust identified 4,577 public schools nationwide whose students achieved in the top third in reading and/or mathematics 
for their state and had at least 50% low-income and at least 50% African American and Latino students. - http://tinyurl.com/lgry9a6 
 - The common factors of these high achieving schools were identified and include high expectations, disciplined environment, and a curriculum 
focused on academic achievement. 
 - The School Board needs to empower school staff with tools to create a culture of success and high achievement so that ALL students can do well 
regardless of FRP status. 
V. IN SUMMARY - Do not redistrict High Schools until a new school is built. Instead, focus on the building blocks and practices that result in high 
academic success for ALL students. 

275.  Parent In the last spot redistricting, neighborhoods were artificially split between schools (e.g. Powhatan Secondary across News Rd). This should not be 
allowed in the new process.  
Make sure that there is a build-out plan included in the population criterion for redistricting or the whole process quickly becomes obsolete and 
wasteful.  
Finally, as a community volunteer for JRES after-school programs, I am particularly interested in seeing better balancing of the socio-economic 
demographics across the division. 



276.  Parent Again with the redistricting?  In the strongest terms I can possibly muster, I wish for there to be no changes to the current zoning.  If more 
infrastructure is required, I am adamantly opposed to either a) higher taxes or b) disruption to my family regarding school attendance.  Let me remind 
the board of something; when Greensprings was being built, new residents were assessed a special tax for roads and infrastructure.  I see this as the 
only viable option.  I deplore the notion of developers being allowed to improve lands at the potential disadvantage of people who are already 
established in the community.  If they want new schools, stores, and amenities, let them pay for it.  Oh wait, the project no longer makes sense to 
them under these conditions?  Good.  Why should families who, frankly, have paid top dollar to live in certain areas be made worse off as a result of 
the one-way, limited risk business deals of someone else? 

277.  Parent Dear School Board Members, Thank you for your willingness to serve our community. 
The chief criteria for redistricting should be the minimization of disruption. The School Board should be looking to move the fewest students possible 
in order to achieve its goals, regardless of whether those goals are the reduction of overcrowding or increasing socio-economic diversity. When you 
redistrict a student, you are taking that student away from friends and from familiar teachers, and dropping them into an unfamiliar and unsettling 
environment, which is not conducive to learning or to success. That is especially true of high school students who aspire to go to college; those 
students need long, stable relationships with teachers and guidance counselors which serve as the basis of the letters of recommendation that get 
them into or keep them out of college. I am surprised that some school board members seem to take a celebratory approach to redistricting. It is, at 
best, a necessary evil, and for the process to be broadly palatable to the community, school board members and all those involved in the process 
need to be frank that they are depriving children, to a non-negligible degree, of the most important foundation for a successful childhood: stability 
and predictability. Hence the need to adversely affect as few children as possible. 
I would also encourage the School Board to rethink carefully its decision to redistrict both the middle schools and the high schools at the same time. 
Everyone in Williamsburg understands that, when a new school has been built, students will have to be redistricted. What many of us fail to 
understand--and I bet it's the majority of parents in the WJCC system, notwithstanding the 40 or so who showed up for your July 2017 meeting (many 
of whom came from a single neighborhood with a particular grievance regarding the current high school districts)--is why you are redistricting high 
schools now. We fail to understand it for two reasons: 1) you are going to have to build a fourth high school soon, which will necessitate yet another 
round of redistricting involving many of the same students (some of them might wind up going to three different high schools in four years); and 2) 
the current redistricting can only result in WJCC going from a district where one high school is overcrowded to a statistically significant degree, to 
district where all the high schools are overcrowded to a statistically significant degree. That is not progress. 
Carpenters like to say: measure twice, cut once. That advice applies to school redistricting as well--do it once and do it right. The high school 
redistricting should await the building of the fourth high school. The experience of previous redistrictings in 2007 and 2010 strongly indicates that 
getting the middle school redistricting right will require the full attention and efforts of the school board this year. 

278.  Parent Greensprings West Neighborhood should remain at Jamestown High School.  We bought in this neighborhood for the schools!!!! Don't want to 
change High Schools have a freshman!!!!! 

279.  Parent Currently my children are scheduled to attend Lafayette High School in a few years. However, we live in the Peleg's Point Neighborhood off of Neck 
O'Land Road.  We are closer in distance to Jamestown High School.  It takes twice as long to drive to Lafayette than it does to Jamestown High School. 
Please consider redistricting that area to attend Jamestown High School instead.  Thank you! 

280.  Parent Neighborhood schools should be a priority. Students should track from one elementary school that feeds into one middle school then one high school. 
Bussing all over the district takes away from parental and student involvement. 



281.  Parent As a parent, my top priority is ensuring that neighborhoods (subdivisions) are not split up or divided across schools. As a parent of child with special 
needs, the relationships developed within the neighborhood community are critical for children within the broader school environment. 
Neighborhood friends have provided a much needed peer support group and have even intervened on my son's behalf when they have seen him 
being picked on, bullied, or emotionally upset at school. I do understand that our school assignment may change. Although I do not love that idea, if 
our neighborhood was collectively reassigned it would certainly make that transition more palatable. Please consider the social emotional well being 
of students, especially those with special needs, as the redistricting process gets underway. 

282.  Parent To avoid unnecessary community angst, I would highly recommend avoiding moving middle school students from an existing (relatively new) middle 
school, to an older middle school. Experience in our community has shown that parents and students are most upset when they are moved to an 
older existing school, as in 2010 when students were moved from the relatively new Matoaka ES to the older DJM ES. In contrast, when students were 
moved into a brand new school (for example Warhill HS, Hornsby MS, Matoaka ES, Blayton ES), the community was much more understanding of the 
process - obviously new schools have to be filled, and it is always somewhat exciting for students to attend a brand new school with other students 
that are ALL new to the school. 
This should be very feasible at the middle school level. Please ask the company making the maps to avoid moving students from Hornsby or Toano to 
Berkeley! This will foster unnecessary community outrage, and tear our communities apart, just as occurred seven years ago. The wounds from that 
experience have not yet healed. Thank you for considering this request! 

283.  Comm. 
Member 

Please try to make it so kids in a neighborhood attend the same school vs. splitting neighborhoods. Right now the kids in my neighborhood go to two 
different elementary schools. 

284.  Parent WJCC needs to develop a well thought out 10 year strategic plan that takes the growth of WJCC into account. Over the past several years I have 
watched and my family was subjected to two "quick reaction" rezonings. It appears that it is now common place to split neighborhoods and bus kids 
several miles from a school that is closer to them or in their neighborhood. It also appears that some of these decisions were based on personal 
agendas. Also, many people, to include us, bought our homes in zones so that our kids could go to the schools that we want them to go to. Please do 
not split our neighborhood again and please keep us in the Jamestown high school zone. It does not make sense to send us to a high school that is 
three times the distance from our house. Please don't rush into this...it would just be another Band-Aid to a much larger problem. 

285.  Parent We bought our home two years ago so our daughters could go to a certain High School. I am very against redistricting the High Schools. 

286.  Parent Please do not redistrict the high schools. We specifically purchased a house and moved in order for our children to attend Jamestown high school. 

287.  Comm. 
Member 

Recommend not redistricting Powhatan Secondary schools, at all levels.  Not strong enough justification to redistrict. 

288.  Parent I would like to see more equity between schools. I have a real problem that the alternative school where students have been removed from their 
regular classes for behavior is housed at Lafayette's 900 building. I like the diversity of Lafayette and feel all JCC schools should strive for more 
diversity in the student population. I also feel the 5 of 7 disadvantage neighborhoods being served at Lafayette is too much and they should be more 
evenly distributed. Lastly, more affluent  neighborhoods that are located near LHS  (like Green Springs West) should be rezoned to Lafayette to make 
more room at more highly populated schools like Jamestown. 

289.  Parent Having moved into this area, being careful to choose my preferred schools and to buy my home accordingly, any redistricting weighs heavy. Please 
consider the financial obligations that have been made to be in certain school districts. 



290.  Parent Please be sure to look at total enrollment.  Based on high school populations, we are in need of more classrooms, not redistricting and shifting 
students.  If new construction is required in the near future (which the population suggests) then yet another redistricting will occur.  Only use 
redistricting to solve a problem of unbalanced populations (which is not our problem).  Overcrowding at all schools is the core problem which 
redistricting does nothing to address. 

291.  Comm. 
Member 

You've got to keep neighborhoods together 
Don't move kids out of DJ Montague and Hornsby. Those two schools are now working. Don't disrupt. 

292.  Comm. 
Member 

You've got to keep neighborhoods together 
Minimize moving children from schools Take 350 from Berkeley, 250 from Toano and 150 from Hornsby 

293.  Parent Please,please,please do not split housing developments when you rezone t h e middle schools. 

294.  Comm. 
Member 

>Make the schools neighborhood schools 
>Diversity within student / teacher population 
>Equitable offerings at schools or creative scheduling so students interested in taking certain classes can take advantage of offerings at different 
schools 
>Try to keep students attending MSs move to HSs together 

295.  Parent Do NOT split Ford's Colony!!! Do NOT!!! It's ridiculous to have kids living in the same neighborhood and going to different schools!! 

296.  Parent Neighborhood schools are very important to my family. Keep our neighborhoods together and our drive times to a minimum. 

297.  Parent I feel it is so important for each school to be racially and socioeconomically integrated because having a mix of backgrounds and cultures and 
resources is good for everyone. Secondly, I like the idea of feeder schools so that kids can maintain social relationships as they shift into new schools. 
Third, going to a neighborhood school is desirable. However, the area is not so large that location should trump school diversity or the feeder school 
system. Thanks for considering my opinion. 

298.  Parent It would be nice to see any draft criteria considered by the board before any discussion moves forward. 

299.  Comm. 
Member 

I am a student. I live in lake Powell point on Jamestown road 3.6 miles away. It takes me 7 minutes to get from my house to Jamestown. It is  
ridiculous how I have to drive down Jamestown road and see people passing my house to go to Jamestown, yet I have to drive 7 miles that takes 20 
minutes to get to Lafayette. I suggest and would appreciate that you district all neighborhoods on Jamestown road and neckoland road ( lake Powell 
point, lake Powell forest, kingswood, Mary wood,) for Jamestown high school. There have been rumors that because I already attend Lafayette I will 
not be able to switch to Jamestown. I hate that idea. I would like to be able to switch asap and attend Jamestown during my sophomore year. I 
recognize I am only one voice but I want my opinion to be heard so the school system cannot walk all over me. Please keep my survey private 

300.  Comm. 
Member 

I would like to be rezoned to Jamestown high school because I live closer 

301.  Parent Do not split neighborhoods!!! 

302.  Parent Please be careful with redistricting or skip doing it at all. I currently live near Matoaka and Jamestown. Hornsby is probably my closest middle school. 
My child, living in Greensprings West is slated currently to attend all 3. Before removing GSW from JHS, keep in mind that other large neighborhoods 
attend there but are located much farther away. 



303.  Comm. 
Member 

The Only thing redistricting would do is disrupt students. Most students are planning or already playing a sport and changing would cause them to no 
longer play that sport, which can lead to some pretty bad things like failure to get a scholarship. Also most people have friends in their high school and 
redistricting would mean that they have to make new friends and that takes a while so students would be behind. If you are redistricting only because 
you believe that Jamestown is to crowded, I can tell you as an actual student from Jamestown that it is not as crowded as you think. Thank you and 
please listen to me when I say that redistricting would be a terrible idea. 

304.  Comm. 
Member 

I understand the need for redistricting and the importance of diversity within schools. I believe that if a student has taken a semester or more at a 
school, specifically a high school, they should be allowed to finish and graduate from that same school. For example, if you just completed your 
freshman year at Warhill, you should be allowed to attend Warhill until you graduate from it as a senior. If you are entering a high school, then you 
are at the whim of the new districts. I feel that this will lessen some concerns about the whole process. Thanks! 

305.  Parent We live in the Colonies at Powhatan Secondary, my Son is a Sophomore at JHS. As we all know, a student’s Junior year is one of the toughest in high 
school. Not just academically, but really diving into picking colleges, applications, making sure they have everything they need to have one of their 
best years. Knowing and having relationships with teachers and administration is crucial to making all this happen. Groups of friends have started to 
bond and build true friendships. Those are the friends that you want to experience the fun and celebration of your high school years. And friends that 
you can turn to if you need an ear. Changing schools, teachers and surroundings at any age is tough but 11th grade adds an additional stress.  As 
Freshman and Sophomores, they get involved in clubs, sports and other social functions and are just feeling really part of their "school family", please 
don/t take that away from them.  Kids today have a hard enough time having face to face contact with all the technology, let’s not take away but 
splitting these students up.. We feel so strongly about keeping my son at JHS, as does Jack, once the redistricting zones are announced. We are 
prepared to move. I appreciate the opportunity to express my feelings. It is all about the children. Thank you. Teresa Clemons 757-784-7440 

306.  Parent Redistricting the high schools, middle schools and elementary schools should take into consideration many factors: (1) equitable distribution of 
resources or an allocation that doesn't negatively impact one of the schools compared with the others, (2) FULL AND COMMITTED funding and 
support for IB programs to make schools more equitable if there is a disproportionate amount of lower socio-economic families, similar to James 
River, (3) distance that students and families have to travel to their school -- for example, we live 3.6 miles from Jamestown and 7 miles from 
Lafayette but my family attends Lafayette (I feel that we did not have a strong neighborhood like Greensprings or Settler's Mill to fight our 
neighborhood being sent to Lafayette), (4) consideration of facility constraints, like overcrowding (e.g., trailers/mobile classrooms, capacity of 
cafeteria, media center, athletic facilities, etc.), (5) diversity in student body as well as diversity in faculty and staff at schools, (6) input and 
consideration of criteria important to students that are impacted (that is student input should be important), (7) transportation of students from 
various neighborhoods -- shorten commute times, realistic schedules (4 years ago, our LHS bus was late or unavailable more than 20 days because 
they couldn't keep drivers on this onerous of a route), (8) feeder schools, that is relationship with middle school students who attend high schools, (9) 
ability of proposed new districts to grow with new housing and development and whether some districts are landlocked and can't grow or keep up 
with population increases like other districts (e.g., LHS is primarily land-locked and isn't getting the same number of new houses and development as 
other communities), and (10) consideration that there will be needs for future planning (e.g., a 4th high school). 

307.  Comm. 
Member 

I think as much as possible neighborhood school children should go to the schools which are geographically closest to their home. 

308.  Comm. 
Member 

Please make all schools socioeconomically equal. 

309.  Parent We live in Cromwell Ridge, a section of Powhatan Secondary.  We would like to express the hope that Powhatan Secondary residents will not be split 
up at the high school level and that we remain in the Jamestown High School district.  We also hope that the Kingsmill neighborhood, where many of 
our two sons' high school friends live, will remain in the Jamestown High School district. 



310.  Parent Hi, I am a parent and homeowner in Fords Colony.  I would like to express my desire that Fords Colony kids not be divided by redistricting.  These kids 
are very close and involved and many neighborhood activities and I would like to see my children go to school with their neighborhood friends.  Thank 
you for your consideration and for all you do. 

311.  Parent Neighborhoods together. Proximity to schools is important. Neighborhoods that have been changed or split need to be left unaffected by more 
redistricting changes. 

312.  Parent STOP SPLITTING UP NEIGHBORHOODS!!!!!! 

313.  Parent Proximity is the most important. Location to a school makes it easier to attend events, clubs, sports, etc. Likewise, keeping neighborhoods close to 
respective school creates a stronger sense of community. 
Social economics shouldn't even be considered. The schools are located where they are and it's WJCC's duty to make every school equitable by 
allotting the same funds, resources, qualified teachers, etc. to each school. Lower income doesn't necessarily equal poor performance and isn't a race 
issue. Bussing students across town just to create a balanced profile( income/race) will not increase test scores or give them a "better" education. 
Leadership, vision, engagement ( teachers /parents) and accountability from the top down will create schools that have pride in excelling to be the 
best. 

314.  Parent We live in The Meadows, across from Kidsburg it makes 0 sense why my kids go to Mathew Whaley all the way across town when there are other 
schools so much closer one less than 1 mile away. 

315.  Parent We would like neighborhoods near each other to attend the same school. 

316.  Parent It appears we have a capacity problem, not a distribution problem.  All of the high schools are at 90%+ capacity.  By redistricting we are only shifting 
the problem down the road to a later date.  I'd prefer to see the time and resources be used to investigate school additions to accommodate the 
growing population.  Redistricting doesn't seem to be the correct answer when your problem is general overcrowding across all schools. 

317.  Comm. 
Member 

So many of the family in our community, Powhatan Secondary, bought homes in this exact neighborhood for the schools that they feed in to. I will 
admit, my family did so when we had high schoolers. It is an underhanded thing to do to change the districts when people have bought in a particular 
area. Your reasons for moving the lines and redistricting are often misguided and unsuccessful. This community has seen this before. 

318.  Comm. 
Member 

WJCC redistricting I feel strongly that any redistributing plans considered by the board take into consideration transportation costs and resources. If 
the plan reflects previous consultant plans, WJCC residents could be bused to a school that is not the closest to their homes.   The redistricting plan 
must include projected additional resources that would be needed. I understand that WJCC is already short on bus drivers this year. This has the 
potential to be a logistical nightmare and fall far outside the projected budget if there is aggressive goals to mix kids from different neighborhoods up. 

319.  Parent I am a new homeowner in Greensprings West Subdivision.  We purchased the house because it is in the Jamestown High School district. Please keep 
the subdivision in the Jamestown High School district! 

320.  Staff 
Member 

I think neighborhoods should attend schools close in physical proximity. 

321.  Comm. 
Member 

Please leave Fords Colony kids together.  I am a real estate agent and have heard people in the community trash Lafayette and claim that Jamestown 
is sooooo much better.  This should NOT be the case and if it is the part of this redistricting effort should be to level the playing field. 

322.  Staff 
Member 

Make all schools equal. 

323.  Parent Cromwell Ridge should either stay Hornsby or change to the new middle school. 

324.  Parent James Blair, as it has always been known. 



325.  Parent Please keep Powhatan Secondary neighborhood together. 

326.  Parent Keeping neighborhoods together  
Close proximity to school 
Evening out economic levels 

327.  Parent Please do not rezone elementary schools. We moved to our neighborhood just for the opportunity to go to Matthew Whaley. I know elementary 
schools are not slated to be rezoned, but I know that can always change. Please keep elementary schools the same!  And if for some reason they need 
to be rezoned, please give upper elementary students the chance to finish their last two to three years at their home school. Thank you. 

328.  Parent Please consider all the building that has and continues to occur in the area of Neck O Land Road. Our elementary school (Laurel Lane) is currently at 
capacity and the closer school is not. I mention this because it affects our middle school and High School futures. I would prefer my children attend 
schools closer to home to limit the amount of time bussing them all over Williamsburg. In addition, due to capacities at the HS level, I strongly 
encourage another study to consider a fourth High school. Williamsburg and it's school system are highly attractive to families. With all the housing 
developments in progress, we must consider a longer term outlook for our children and the entire structure of the school system. Although we cannot 
understand the enormity of the task currently being undertaken to help ease the burden on our middle and high schools, it seems yet another plan 
for a fourth High School is in order. Thank you for your time and consideration of my input. 

329.  Parent I am concerned with the goals for redistricting for the high schools. Trying to diversify based on income is not fixing anything. We live very close to the 
high school my kids attend. We researched our choice based on graduation rates, AP test scores, and rating. The reason some schools do so well is 
due to the fact the parents who send their kids there (at the current time) value education, set goals and standards their kids follow and support their 
education in every way. Saying a kid will do better in a better school is a false belief.  That child has to value the education, have the support and put 
in the effort. I would hope that the school board will add teachers and building space to the current schools and accommodate for the extra students 
without shaking up the plans these kids have lined up for their futures and the course they are currently on. Moving the kids from their current 
schools takes away their support system, takes the people who know them for recommendations, and shakes up their goals on their extracurricular 
teams and events. The four block is hard enough to navigate without having to move schools. Please leave the high schools alone. 

330.  Parent Please make economic diversity a priority and make it equitable Across schools. Everyone benefits from diversity so don’t make some schools 
wealthier than others. Also closeness to neighborhoods would be good. No one wants their kid on a bus for a long time. 

331.  Parent I want my child to attend the middle school and high school which is closer to where we live. 

332.  Parent Priority should be for proximity.  Gain parity by improving school facilities.  Improve bus schedule.  Our son has to get the bus at 5:30 am for a 7:40 
start time which is crazy. 

333.  Parent I am strongly against the Greensprings West neighborhood changing school districts away from the current Jamestown High School. 

334.  Parent Our elementary students attend JBB in Chickahominy Haven - it would make more sense to have them attend Hornsby than Toano as middle 
schoolers. 

335.  Parent I have an 11th and 9th grader at Jamestown High School and live in Greensprings West.  I'm in favor of redistricting efforts to better balance out 
schools, but am concerned about disrupting my children's' education.  I'd hope that any redistricting impact would be timed to ensure children 
currently enrolled could finish out their time at their current High School, even if that meant loss of access to transportation options 

336.  Parent Please DO NOT split up neighborhoods!  We have heard that Kingsmill may be divided down the middle and sent to two different middle schools.  
Nobody wants that to happen! 



337.  Parent I live on a street beside settlers mill we are currently zoned for Lafayette High School. We are less than 2 miles from Jamestown High School. I would 
like to see Hickory Sign Post Rd zoned for Jamestown High. It makes no sense we should go to a school that far away. 

338.  Parent Jamestown needs diversity.  Having one school in a district that is very un-diverse is a disservice to all. I know lots of parents world like to keep it this 
way, but I see diversity as a good thing. Our country is so divided because there are people who want to prevent diversity.  Our students will all 
benefit from interacting with everyone not just students that look like them.  One more thing. Please consider adjusting the dress code so it is not a 
sexist attack on our young women. They are not distractions and the current dress code is very out of touch with reality.  If be happy to help with this 
issue if the school board would consider creating a committee to make it less sexist and more fair and realistic. 

339.  Parent I believe there must be a fair distribution of free of reduced lunch population to all of the high schools. For way too long, LHS has been the leading 
high school for free and reduced lunch population. 
Thus, it is also the last school to receive equal facilities compared to the other high schools. 
There has to be some equity in the school system soon! 

340.  Parent Powhatan Secondary has been through enough! Leave our kids alone! You have no idea how much this harms kids moving them around from school 
to school!! Not to mention the idea people are passing around that the kids already there should be grandfathered in! I have two kids, one is a 
freshman here and one is in 7th! Grandfather the siblings as well! Could you imagine what it will do to s family to have kids at two different high 
schools? 

341.  Parent I thought there would be some prompting questions for this input. I have a 4th grader at J B Blayton and I have some concerns about where I live, 
where he goes to elementary school and where he will go to middle school. We live in Chickahominy Haven and he attends JBB, but when he heads to 
middle school he will be at Toano. Currently JBB is a 3rd Tier elementary school and based on some research I did last year (wish I could find the 
emails I sent along) those of us that live in Chickahominy Haven have children traveling some of the furthest distances to elementary school with the 
exception of children voluntarily attending the International Baccalaureate program. On a good day that sometimes meant my son who is at the 
second to the last stop was getting home after 5:00. Now I do understand that we live far from any school in the system, but it would seem to me that 
when looking at the tiers and the routes someone would've taken that into consideration. When I asked about that last year I was told that since 
Blayton was the last elementary school added on it was just placed into tier 3. If that is true it is a disservice to the children not to actually research 
where these kids are coming from and how late that puts them getting home. Not to mention if there are any bus situations throughout the day our 
tier 3 is the one effected the most. Young children getting home in the winter after it is already dark is really unacceptable in my book. There is a small 
percentage of children that move onto Toano Middle School and not Hornsby from JBB. Toano is currently on the same schedule as the high schools 
making them the earliest middle school kids going to school each day. So JBB kids that move onto Toano go from starting school at 9:15 to starting 
school at 7:20. That is a 2 hour difference. There is no real transition for these kids. I would like the board to consider during this time making some 
changes to the tiers. Today I looked at the zone sizes of two 2 tier schools, Stonehouse and even more specifically DJ Montague in comparison with 
JBB's. I'm blown away by the ground our zone covers and the distance our children are traveling to get to school. That I know isn't really something we 
can change, but the time we go to school is certainly something I believe the school board should look at during this redistricting time. Young children 
getting home that late is avoidable by changing JBB's tier and I would like this to be considered. If more of us need to have our voices heard than I'm 
prepared to talk with other parents in my area. Another consideration would be to have the kids currently attending JBB to move to Hornsby since 
they are already conditioned to that location. Last year I tried to talk to Joe Fuentes about this situation and he left shortly thereafter. I have sent an 
email and a voicemail to Lisa Ownby earlier today because I feel very strongly this is something the board needs to address. Please contact me if you 
have any questions. 



342.  Parent Whatever decisions are made regarding high schools, please allow seniors the option to stay put in their existing school for their senior year.  Students 
at that stage are simply too far along in the process of preparing for college admission to change locations. 
Also, regards high schools and whatever decisions are made, every effort should be made to ensure that facilities and opportunities at all three 
schools are comparable. 

343.  Parent Try not to split neighborhoods. If a neighborhood is right beside a school and the students can walk to that school then they should attend that 
school. 

344.  Parent Keeping kids close to schools on safe walking and biking paths 

345.  Parent Thank you for allowing me to voice my concerns regarding the proposed redistricting.  I have a 5th and 7th grader in the public schools.   
My family moved to Williamsburg from out of state last summer.  We specifically chose the neighborhood we did (Greensprings West) after 
painstakingly researching the various elementary, middle and high schools here in Williamsburg.  We spoke to people that lived here, and did as much 
research as we could online.  In particular, it was very important to us that our children attend Jamestown HS for many reasons, including educational 
excellence and sporting opportunities.  We saw that Jamestown HS was highly ranked in the state.  When searching for homes, we noticed that 
houses in the Jamestown district were significantly more expensive than their counterparts in other school districts, but we were willing to buy a 
smaller house for more money if it meant our children could be assured attendance at Jamestown. 
I am a Pediatrician in town, and my job allows me the opportunity to talk to children and parents every day about how they like their school.  In this 
way, I am collecting my own "data" about the various schools.  These conversations have reaffirmed that Jamestown HS is the school I would want my 
kids to attend. 
If we are redistricted, we will be forced to look for another home.  We will lose money on our home, because the property value will drop.  I think this 
is extremely unfair.  Alternatively, we will have to look into private school for our children.  My husband and I are professionals who are products of 
public schools, and I have always been a proponent of public schools, so this will be very unfortunate. 
I would want to know, what other options are available?  For instance, if the issue is that the high schools are over capacity, could we not bring in 
additional classroom space in the form of "trailers" as many other schools do?  Could there be consideration of that type of temporary solution while 
plans are made to build an addition on to Jamestown?   
Finally, it doesn't make sense to me that the very neighborhoods being planned for redistricting are some of the closest neighborhoods to the school.   
Thank you for your time. 

346.  Parent 1. Geography - I would like for my children to attend the school closest to their homes. 
2. Diversity - I would like for my children to be with a diverse group of students from all ethnicities and incomes. 
3. Capacity - I would like for my children to attend a school that is not over-filled. 

347.  Comm. 
Member 

We have Lafayette. We have Jamestown. York County has Yorktown. Why isn't there a school honoring the man who helped win the Revolutionary 
War alongside Lafayette? Alexander Hamilton deserves a school in our area because of all he did to free it from British oppression. Not to mention he 
helped create the American Economic system!  

348.  Comm. 
Member 

While I understand that the shape of James City County complicates the redistricting process, those communities closest to the high schools should 
attend those high schools. Greensprings West high school students should stay at Jamestown High School. 

349.  Parent I am not in favor of redistributing at this time. When we moved into this district it was so my kids could go to CBB, Hornsby, and Jamestown. 

350.  Parent I oppose any redistributing at the high school level at this time.  Most importantly, proximity to school should be the first priority in redistributing the 
Middle Schools.  The least amount of students should be disrupted. 



351.  Parent We cannot allow several large neighborhoods to dominate the conversation about redistricting, nor determine how redistricting plays out for the rest 
of the county. These neighborhoods are largely white and affluent and allowing them to have such a voice in the process is not fair to those who live 
in unnamed areas of the county or in smaller, working class areas. Children may make neighborhood friends as younger children, but by the time 
they're in middle and high school, they're developing friends based on teams and interests Our children deserve diverse schools which have been 
shown to increase educational effectiveness and social awareness. Please make diversity one of the top criterion for redistricting. 

352.  Parent Do not reassess high schools at this time.  Simply district for the new middle school and leave the high school placements alone.  The school board 
botched this process the last time, let's not have a repeat.  You have already shown you don't learn by having a CALIFORNIA company come in to our 
area to make decisions.  That company could not possibly understand our community. 

353.  Parent I live in Greensprings West and would like to see our neighborhood continue to attend Jamestown High School! 

354.  Parent Scott's Pond seems to be one of the only neighborhoods that is zoned for Toano but then the children will be ripped away from their friends of several 
years to go to Lafayette while most of their friends will go to Warhill. Consistency all the way from elementary school to high school would be 
wonderful! 

355.  Parent We should move some of the J Blayton District into DJ Montague. Adding Windsor forest, and some of Centerville Rd would make the most sense 
since Fords Colony and Seasons trace are already apart of  DJ and it has the lowest occupancy. 

356.  Parent I would like to be at a school that's close enough that I don't have to drive 20 minutes to get there. Also, my children attend Toano (far from our 
house) and then attend Lafayette. I like both schools but this is very unkind to a child this age as they have no friends at the high school. Please 
consider putting Scotts Pond at a closet middle school and one that is also zoned for Lafayette. 

357.  Parent Please do not include seniors in the redistricting. They should be allowed to graduate from their current school. Or give them the option on which 
school they want to attend. 

358.  Parent 1) I think the most important criteria should be distance from the school!!! As we already have issues with transportation, I can't see how the district 
is going to be able to get kids to schools that are further away from their homes.  
2) While redistricting is on the table, I think the district needs to re-examine its policy on allowing students to attend schools they are not zoned for 
and re-evaluate whether or not to allow students from other counties to attend WJCC schools since apparently we don't even have enough room for 
students from our own county. (barring extenuating circumstances)  
3) I think there should be an exception made for rising seniors. I think they should be able to remain at their original high school for 12th grade if they 
are redistricted especially since not all high schools offer the same exact activities (ie.. dance team, Exceptional Eagles) 

359.  Parent When redistricting, PLEASE do not split neighborhoods. Powhatan Secondary is one neighborhood. We share a pool, swim team, and neighborhood 
events.  The elementary divide made it very hard on my children.  They finally are back with their neighborhood friends in middle and high school. 

360.  Parent It is critical that the socio-economic make-up of the schools be considered.  We are too small of a school division to have certain schools with a large 
number of economically disadvantaged students, while other schools have almost none.  Our schools at all levels currently possess disproportionate 
levels of socio-economically disadvantaged students, which fuels additional socio-economic segregation, as the schools with higher levels of 
economically disadvantaged children become viewed as the "bad" schools, while the more affluent schools become the sought after "good" schools.  
Diversity in economic advantage enables all schools to become viewed as "good" schools.  With only 4 middle schools and 3 high schools, there is no 
reason the division should have this good/bad school divide. 



361.  Parent We moved to Williamsburg late last summer from out-of-state.  We choose our neighborhood (Greensprings West) based on our research of the 
schools.  Reviewing the article on the school district website (https://wjccschools.org/blog/2017/08/08/wjcc-5-schools-earn-state-vip-awards/), we 
made a wise decision since the elementary, middle, and high schools all achieved state awards!   
I am concerned about the redistricting with regards to quality of education and property values.   
Quality of Education - My son just began his 7th grade year at Hornsby.  He is taking Visions English and History as well as Algebra.  My daughter is in 
5th grade at Matoaka.  Her 4th grade teacher asked if we were ok with her keeping our daughter after school twice a week to get her the extra help 
she needed.  We agreed as that was in the best interest of our daughter's education.  With these schools along with Jamestown High School winning 
state awards, they clearly have a reputation for providing a better education than the other schools in the district.  In my opinion, moving my children 
out of these schools for redistricting would impact their quality of education.  Has the Board of Education analyzed what these schools are doing and 
applied those findings to the other schools so they can be on par with their education?  
Property Values - Historically speaking, property values are tied to the schools.  The better the school, the higher the property value.  This was evident 
to us when we considered building a home in Williamsburg.  The home builder had several similar neighborhoods in which they would be building the 
same exact house.  The only real difference between the neighborhoods was the schools they were slated to feed into.  The house in the Jamestown 
High School district was $60,000 more than the exact same house with a similar sized lot along with similar proximity to the amenities in 
Williamsburg, but fed a different set of schools.  Will the Board of Education be compensating families for their loss in property values? 
In addition, I am concerned the roughly $100,000 was awarded to study the re-districting, yet no criteria was provided as the criteria has yet to be 
decided.  I know we are fairly new to the area, but does the Board of Education routinely award contracts without providing any details as to what the 
work will entail?  How do companies submit adequate bids for work if the scope isn't clearly defined?  Is scope creep common in Williamsburg along 
with having to pay additional monies due to the actual criteria not being what the bid was for? 
Also, how does re-districting solve the overcapacity issues at the High School level?  Based on the online articles, it doesn't.  If you aren't solving the 
fundamental capacity issue, then why are you seeking to re-district?  Looking at the percentages of free/reduced lunch, are there government dollars 
tied to certain thresholds with regards to the socio-economic demographics?  If so, say so.  What other options have been considered?  A 4th High 
School?  Higher school tax? Mobile classrooms?   
Lastly, as part of this effort, will it include an analysis of bus routes and their expenses?  I understand you are short on drivers.  By re-districting, buses 
that were more than 30 minutes late on the first day of school will only get worse when they have to shuttle the kids even further, as well as the costs 
will increase due to the added expense of increased fuel charges and maintenance of the vehicles. I look forward to your response. Thanks. Tom 
Swayne, MBA, MS, BE 

362.  Parent It seems ridiculous to redistribute the high schools at the same time as the middle. It is more than obvious that a new high school will be necessary in 
the next two years. If we redistrict now and then again in another two years then that means that some of these children will have been redistricted 3 
times!! Not to mention the fact that we have students who live across the street from schools but go to a different one. I would hope that the Seniors 
could stay and finish out their high school career at one school but then their siblings should stay as well. As for the middle school redistricting, I have 
fears about the socioeconomic differences not being evenly distributed. All across the board there needs to be a more cohesive school system. 

363.  Parent I think proximity to the school should be a big factor. The bus rides currently take a very long time. 

364.  Parent I believe economic parity should be the primary focus of redistricting. An equal distribution of high income and low income students among all school 
districts.  
The second priority should be minimizing travel time for students, but it should not come at the expense of a fair economic distribution. 



365.  Parent I feel is should be a priority to keep subdivisions together. Recognizing that hard lines have to be drawn, school communities are an extension of 
home communities and splitting up neighborhoods creates division, not unity. Until last year, my son has always attended school with children who 
did not live in his neighborhood and he never felt a sense of belonging in school. Once we relocated and he began attending school with his 
neighborhood friends, he has made a strong connection to school by refusing to miss school events, connecting with friends outside of schools that he 
met in school and participating in extra-curricular activities. It made a difference for my son and I strongly believe it makes a difference for all 
children. My family strongly opposes any consideration for spitting up subdivisions. 

366.  Parent I'd like to see schools have similar economic Family make ups but also have students go to the school nearest their home. 

367.  Parent Redistricting should be done is such a manner as to ensure all middle schools in the area can achieve the same levels of success that Hornsby has. 
There should not be so much disparity between schools in our system. It's great our system has some outstanding schools--but they should all be 
outstanding--and that starts with how the lines are drawn. 

368.  Parent As the parent of a current 11th grader, I would request that the Board allow students who will be seniors next year to remain at and graduate from 
their current school. 

369.  Parent We moved to Williamsburg 3 years ago and the #1 criteria in our housing search was proximity to our children's schools.  At the time, I had a 5th 
grader at Matoaka, a 7th grader at Hornsby Middle and a 9th grader at Jamestown High.  Looking at making a long-term decision, purchasing a house 
near and our children attending JHS was our top priority. We live in Governors Land and JHS is 3 miles away.  I sincerely hope that this does not 
change! 

370.  Parent I think the demographics should be more balanced. 

371.  Parent I understand redistricting at the middle school level because a new school is being opened. But arguments made at the School Board Meeting last 
night indicate that the School Board is leaning towards busing high school kids to a school farther away in order to achieve "equal" free and reduced 
lunch numbers. What this equates to is a lot of time, effort, energy and tax dollars to move about 120 kids from one school to another. Jamestown is 
over capacity by 120 kids, but I don't hear many complaints coming from the kids or parents at that school. Anyone who thinks their kids are suffering 
at Jamestown due to the capacity issue should be allowed to "opt-out" and get an out of zone waiver request to attend another school. It makes no 
sense to move kids around just to make an arbitrary number look equal, when it doesn't relate to student success.  Free and Reduced lunch should 
not be used as a criteria.  Socioeconomic diversity has "no detectable effects on math and reading achievement" as proven by the Moving to 
Opportunity for Fair Housing Demonstration Program, implemented by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. (MTOresearch.org) 
Let kids who start out at a school finish there. At a minimum, grandfather them in and make them provide their own transportation if necessary.  The 
School Board believes it can predict growth and student numbers, but the truth is that people move in order for their kids to attend certain schools.  
No amount of paid consultant reports or data can account for this.  If it could, then we wouldn't be in the situation where Jamestown is currently over 
capacity. Stop moving kids around all the time in order to appear to be doing good for a select few instead of actually doing what's good for the 
majority of the kids. 

372.  Parent Top priorities for redistricting should include neighborhood proximity to the school and minimizing bus travel times; balancing socioeconomic 
representation among schools should not supersede proximity. Longer bus rides do not serve any student population well. 

 

 

  



9/21/2017 to 10/19/2017 (10 a.m.) 

1.  Parent The school board voted to redistrict the high schools based on concerns raised by some parents about socio-economic diversity and 
overcrowding. Redistricting the high schools at this time does not make any sense for many reasons. If socio-economic diversity is truly the 
concern,  the focus needs to be on the elementary schools where the socio-economic gap is much larger than at the high schools. At James River 
elementary school, 65% of students receive free or reduced lunch compared to 20% at Matoaka. This is a much larger gap than the Jamestown, 
Warhill and Lafayette high schools which are at 18%, 28% and 38% respectively.  
WJCC has projected that enrollment will exceed available capacity at the high school level in 2020-21. The need for a new high school has already 
been discussed. Redistricting the high schools now, just a few years before they will need to be redistricted again for a new high school, will 
negatively impact the students. Studies have shown that students suffer academically and socially when they switch schools (Rumberger with and 
Larson 1998) with multiple moves (two or more) associated with lower academic achievement (Temple and Reynolds, 1999). Redistricting the 
high schools next year when they will be redistricted again in a few years is unnecessary, costly, and disruptive to our students education.  
Another concern is the transportation costs associated with the forced busing of students to schools further away from home. At the start of this 
school year, parents received notification that WJCC is currently short 22 bus drivers. That is a crisis that will only be made worse if the schools are 
redistricted without considering the proximity to students' homes. In addition to the transportation costs, there is a safety concern with the 
longer commutes for students.  
Redistricting the high schools now would be unnecessarily disruptive and detrimental to the students currently attending high school. If Socio-
economic diversity is a concern, it needs to be addressed at the elementary schools where there is much less diversity. 

2.  Parent My daughter is a freshman at JHS; my oldest graduated JHS in 2013. We are vehemently opposed to any plans to redistrict our neighborhood-- 
Governors Land. We chose the neighborhood for the reputation of the school as well as the proximity to our home. I lived through forced bussing 
in NY; IT DOES NOT WORK! PERIOD. Things don't improve by drawing lines. 

3.  Comm. 
Member 

I will fight for my neighborhood, Governors Land, to stay in Jamestown school district. I bought my home in this neighborhood because of the high 
that was assigned to this area-Jamestown. 

4.  Parent Please keep our neighborhood together.  It has already been shuffled many times.  It is our turn to stay put and another neighborhood can take a 
turn with a shuffle.  So many in our neighborhood specifically bought houses in order to attend Jamestown high school which we are 
geographically close to so it is important to us to stay with that high school. 

5.  Parent As a parent of a current freshman, I implore the Board to limit its redistricting to the Middle Schools or find a way to grandfather in those already 
enrolled in their high school. 
Like many others, my family packed up and moved so that my daughter could attend JHS.  I fail to see how rezoning now - with a 4th high school 
on the horizon - benefits any one at the HS level.  I fail to see how ripping children out of their current schools and replacing them with others for 
'socioeconomic balance' solves overcrowding problems or betters the education for children collectively across the board. 
This disruption will be detrimental to students, siblings, families and neighborhoods. 
It's be said that this small group of people who have 'caused' the Board to place HS rezoning on the table were able to do so because they were 
the 'squeaky wheels.'  Well, we're squeaky, too.  Please find the right balance here. 



6.  Parent I am the parent of an 8th grader who currently attends Hornsby Middle School and is slated to attend Jamestown High School next year as a 
freshman.  We live in Greensprings West and Jamestown High School is 2.4 miles away from our house, Lafayette High School is 5.4 miles away 
from our house and then Warhill High School is 7.0 miles away from our house.  If GSW is redistricted to Warhill high school, you are creating an 
almost a 300% increase in my child’s travel time to school.  This opens up the doors for many situations like, car accidents, increased traffic on 
such an already heavily traveled road as well as the chance that my child won't get to school on time because traffic or a traffic accident has 
occurred delaying them and/or there aren't enough bus drivers in the county to get our children to school, much less on time.  I would hope that 
you wouldn't put my son or any other child in this community at risk by redistricting them to a school that is almost triple the distance away from 
our house.  If you visit the DMV website you could first hand read the incident reports that I would hope have some weight to your decision on 
whether to redistrict our children or not.  If our children were to take Monticello to 199 to get to WHS the data would even be worse than a 400% 
increase. This data was from the DMV crash map bit.ly/2v5q8NE.  Since overcrowding is a problem RIGHT NOW, why not add some trailers to 
Jamestown High School (and others as needed) to fix the overcrowding issue temporarily so children and their families aren't disrupted AND  
COME UP WITH A PLAN to build another high school to open in 4-5 years.  That makes sense!  Also, knowing that there is another community near 
Stonehouse with 4,400 new homes, that will cause overcrowding quick so, please don't subject our children to a redistricting now and then in a 
couple of years another one.  The mental health of our children is key here, please don't disrupt that too.  I also would encourage the school 
board to compare the schools that each child is SLATED to go to based on the neighborhood THEY LIVE IN VERSUS the school that they are 
ENROLLED IN.  This is an issue because there are many children that go to school out of zone because they use another family members home 
address...WHICH HAS TO BE APPROVED BY THE SCHOOL AND/OR THE SCHOOL BOARD.  Why should my child be punished and be subjected to 
redistricting because I don't have another address to use?   
PLEASE KEEP THE CHILDREN AND THEIR MENTAL HEALTH, THEIR OVERALL WELL-BEING AND THEIR IMMEDIATE/FUTURE SUCCESS a priority in 
your decision.  As a member of the community, I value your vote but I would hope that you would vote on the facts and the overall picture and 
NOT vote for a Band-Aid so we can revisit this in 2-3 years.  PLEASE consider voting NO to redistricting and letting GSW go to the school that is 
closest to their homes and families.  If you vote yes for redistricting now, I feel that it will cause more problems to include a major one; taking 
children that are attending a school that their parent, grandparents, great grandparents, etc. went to and placing them into another school that 
isn't close to their home.  They won't feel comfortable therefore causing a delay in learning, emotional and possible physical harm to themselves 
or others.  Another part of the solution could be that it get approved so that all schools have the SAME BEFORE, DURING AND AFTER SCHOOL 
programs for all students to partake in.  The principals should not be given free range to do what they want, they should be guided and held 
accountable for working with the other high schools on the same programs and challenge each other with their results.  Please read over my 
notes over and over again.  They are not in any order but digest them and see how they relate to other comments and then make your decision.  
Your community is our community, our community is your community...we must all work and live together.  Diversity isn't bad if arranged and 
delivered properly.  Thank you for your time 

7.  Parent Being that most of these kids don't ride a bus to high school, this would be enforcing a redistricting that inadvertently causes teenage kids to get 
up even earlier to drive further to be at school at 7a(ish).  For me, and maybe it’s just me, that seems like it creates unnecessary risk of kids 
rushing on the road when they are already tired.  I doubt I can make the school board meeting due to my work schedule. But I kindly ask that we 
seriously think about this in a rational fashion as to the safety risks considered by enforcing such changes that are clearly unnecessary. 

8.  Parent I know it doesn't make sense to redistrict high school children.  To drive them 20 minutes down the street when they are only  5 minutes away 
from  school is only wasting time and gas. People buy house based on schools.  I think we should expand schools instead of redistricting. 



9.  Parent I do not think redistricting the high schools is in the best interest of our community at this time. It seems like a very rushed decision. In a few years 
a new solution to the high school overcrowding will need to be addressed. A long term plan should be developed at that time. We have lived in 
Williamsburg for a few years and made the decision to buy a house here because of the schools our daughter would be able to attend for middle 
and high school. We only looked for a house in certain districts. She has had to move so many times. We chose stability for our daughter over 
advance for my husband’s career. We understand changes need to be made for redistricting at times but these decisions should not be made 
lightly as we did not make the decision to settle here in JCC lightly. I appreciate your consideration and hard work on this issue. 

10.  Comm. 
Member 

I am a student in ninth grade and love biking to school every morning and afternoon and hope that no one who can ride their bike to school will 
be rezoned. It would be bad to move people who are so close to a farther away school. Riding my bike to school only takes about 15 minutes for 
me on the bike path. It is a much better way to start the day than sitting on a school bus for 40 minutes. I am also actively involved in sports and 
wouldn’t like to have to go through the process of meeting the coaches and finding out when events are happening. Along with all of that having 
to go to a new school is always stressful for everyone involved and would just make things more difficult for an already difficult situation. 

11.  Parent Redistricting children (esp. high school) when there is a bus shortage and with other factors being deemed more important than reasonable 
proximity is a terrible idea.  If there is a problem with some schools (and it's not clear there is), put more resources/unique programs into those 
schools to make them better.  Don't simply move children around, out of their social groups and comfort zones, without considering the many 
financial, educational, and emotional ramifications. 

12.  Parent I believe that socioeconomic/racial diversity and proximity to schools should be the two primary criteria. There are ways to promote diversity 
while also taking into account individual children's proximity to schools. It is also important to remember that not everyone lives in an official 
"neighborhood" with a name and a homeowner's association. Children with a regular street address that is not part of any neighborhood also 
want to go to schools that are close to home and that have diverse populations. 

13.  Parent Fall 2018 finds me as a parent of a rising 9th, 10th and 12th grader.  My 10th and 12th grader should be grandfathered into the school they have 
been attending.  They have established friends, connections with teachers, sports teams and clubs.  They have established an identity and pride in 
their school. Now, I would prefer (selfishly) to have my rising 9th grader continue into the same high school for so many reasons. . .but, currently 
all three middle schools do disburse (in varying percentages) into the three High schools. So, since Freshman year of High school is a big 
transition/change in a student’s life regardless . . . I conclude that ONLY redistricting incoming freshman seems to be the most viable and less 
disruptive choice. This would play into balancing the student numbers in the three high schools and possibly creating more diversity among the 
schools. I think it would be a win-win for the community of WJCC students. 

14.  Parent Understand the need to redistrict middle schools with Blair coming on line, but redistricting high schools before a new high school is built is,  
unnecessarily disruptive.  We have a Senior, Sophomore, and Freshman in WJCC this year.  High school is tough enough on kids. They want to 
belong (friends, school activities, teachers) and we want them to do well.  Please don't make it any tougher.  Thank you. 

15.  Comm. 
Member 

I am a community member and grandparent of a freshman at Jamestown High School. I believe the redistricting of students going to Jamestown 
HS is extremely short-sighted. Not only did my daughter, son-in-law and granddaughter move to Williamsburg to live closer to us, but also 
because they knew that when their daughter was ready to attend high school that she would be going to Jamestown. They chose the area in 
relation to what school they want her to go to. I am totally opposed to this redistricting plan and respectfully ask the Board to vote 'no' on it. If 
people aren't happy about a school's performance, then maybe we should be looking to improve that school's performance -- not moving kids out 
of it. 



16.  Parent After watching a number of videos of the school board meetings, and attending the public hearing on September 19th, I have yet to hear any 
specific, measurable, educational outcomes that will occur as the result of solely redistricting the high schools.  Nor have I heard any policy 
changes that will be made in addition to redistricting that towards those ends.  I am particularly concerned that I have not heard any specific 
actions that would be taken to address the achievement gap between students of different races or socio-economic levels.  However, it is my 
belief that this gap is created long before high school.  Simply shuffling the cards, so to speak, will not address this issue.  All this will do is level the 
overall SOL pass rates used as metrics for performance of the high schools.  Additionally, balancing the numbers of poor performers will simply 
serve to hide their performance at Warhill and Lafayette as the impact of their scores will be diminished.   
What we need are initiatives that truly address the problems, not simply paper over them.  Buried in the enrollment numbers is the fact that at 
Jamestown the students are taking far more Advanced Placement classes than their counterparts at the other two high schools.  In fact, in 2016 
Jamestown students passed almost as many Advanced Placement exams as were attempted by Lafayette and Warhill combined.  Some may point 
to this as another disparity caused by differences in race or socio-economic circumstances.  That would be wrong.  The simple fact is in most cases 
the lower performing students are not qualified to take these classes, and by the time they get to high school there is no chance of making up the 
ground to catch up.  We need to be concentrating our efforts and resources on improving outcomes in the elementary and middle schools so that 
more students arrive ready for such rigorous classes.  We shouldn't be wasting our time, energy, money and dividing the community over high 
school redistricting that will accomplish little or no meaningful results. 
I believe we're focusing on the wrong end of the problem.  We need to be focusing on the years before students get to high school so that they 
are better prepared.  At the September 19th school board meeting Philip Canady made a passionate speech about issues with James River 
Elementary.   While I was aware that the school had a very high percentage of low-income students, and consequently the school performance 
was lower than some of the other elementary schools, I didn't realize how truly bad it was.  After seeing the SOL pass-rates only one word came 
to mind - abysmal.  This performance is unacceptable, and if we wish to be a community that takes pride in its schools, and I believe we say we 
are, we must say this is going to change.  Redistricting the high schools will not do this.  We're wasting time, money, energy, and the goodwill of 
the parents of this community arguing over how many students of what color or what income level should be spread across three relatively high 
performing schools, while we let shameful neglect of our responsibilities like this continue. 

17.  Parent Thank you for the opportunity to offer input on redistricting. After attending the community meeting in Powhatan Secondary, we came away with 
two main suggestions that we would like to convey to the board: First, we urge the board to define the districts in such a way that children 
throughout the Powhatan Secondary neighborhood, on both sides of News Road, attend the same schools, and the schools closest to the 
neighborhood. Such cohesion is vital to building a sense of community among the children here, and also aids with ride-sharing for children who 
play sports and do other after-school activities. Second, we encourage the board to postpone redistricting the high schools and focus only on the 
necessary task of redistricting the middle schools. Given the complexity of the issues the board must weigh, it would be more prudent to focus on 
determining which students will attend the new middle school before tackling the problem of redistricting the high schools. 



18.  Parent I live in JCC Powhatan Secondary. If our neighborhood has to be moved, I want my children to attend the new middle school. It is very exciting to 
think the children will be exposed to the STEM based learning . This is the future including the flexibility of class size based on learning speed and 
collaborative education b/t students. This school will provide a foundation for these students that will prepare them better for High School and 
College. I am excited to be a part of the best of Williamsburg and request that the board allow Powhatan Secondary be re zoned for the new 
Middle School.  
One additional comment I would like to make, my kids attend James River Elem as part of the magnet program. Our experience there had been 
amazing. We chose James River because of the IB program. As you know it is a uniform school and very diverse. Because of these two features 
and the IB traits taught to them, My children have spent their elementary years getting to know other kids based on their personalities not the 
color of their skin or the label on their shirt. It has been a blessing to be in a place where kids aren't prejudiced to each other or where a child 
feels less than someone else because their family can't buy the a certain type of clothes . Yes James River has a high % free and reduced life lunch, 
but the uniforms and the IB program make them all feel equal. The only time I have experienced kids feeling different is when their parents don't 
show up and other parents do. No decision made by the board can drive parent involvement, but if you start busing kids to a different school just 
to balance free and reduced lunches you will be putting those kids in an environment where they feel different which will cause rebellion and 
acting out.  
Please consider making the new middle school a uniform based school and sending James River kids there. It will allow them to continue their 
path of education without being made to feel different based on the clothes on their backs. If you want to make the new middle school IB that 
would be great also . The IB program provides basic attributes that every person should have but when parent involvement isn't present it allows 
those children to get exposed to attributes they can apply throughout their life. Thank you for your time 

19.  Community 
Member 

COMMENTS TO WJCC BOARD: REDISTRICTING  09.19.2017 
I AM JOHN WHITLEY. I LIVE AT 110 GOVERNOR BERKELEY ROAD IN THE CITY OF WILLIAMSBURG.  
I BELIEVE IN FAIR AND EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF FINANCIAL, PHYSICAL, ORGANIZATIONAL AND HUMAN RESOURCES IN PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS…AND EVERYWHERE! 
I BELIEVE IN THE WORTH AND DIGNITY OF BLACK FOLK. I BELIEVE BLACK LIVES MATTER. I BELIEVE BLACK FOLK MUST BE IN POSITIONS TO HAVE 
SIGNIFICANT INFLUENCE IN DECISION-MAKING IN PUBLIC EDUCATION…AND EVERYWHERE! 
I BELIEVE PUBLIC SCHOOLS SHOULD BE ENVIRONMENTS WHEREIN EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES AND EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OUTCOMES ARE 
EXPECTED AS THE NATURAL ORDER. 
I SUSPECT SYSTEMIC RACISM IN WJCC SCHOOLS SERVES TO PRECLUDE AND DESTROY EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES AND EQUAL 
EMPLOYMENT OUTCOMES AND THE WORTH AND DIGNITY OF BLACK CHILDREN AND ADULTS.  
I DEMAND DECISIONS ABOUT THE FAIR AND EQUITABLE PLACEMENT AND INCLUSION OF BLACK STUDENTS AND ADULTS IN WJCC TO BE VOID OF 
RACISM. 
I DEMAND THAT BLACK CHILDREN AND ADULTS WITHIN WJCC BE PROTECTED UNDER THE FULL EXTENT OF THE LAW AND ENJOY THE BENEFITS OF 
EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES AND EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OUTCOMES. 
I DO NOT HAVE CONFIDENCE THE WJCC SCHOOL BOARD CAN OR WILL ASSURE BLACK CHILDREN AND ADULTS WITHIN WJCC BE PROTECTED 
UNDER THE FULL EXTENT OF THE LAW AND ENJOY THE BENEFITS OF EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES AND EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OUTCOMES. 
I DO HAVE CONFIDENCE THAT WITH PURPOSEFUL ANTI-RACIST AND MULTICULTURAL COMMITMENT THE CITY OF WILLIAMSBURG CAN AND 
WOULD CREATE A SEPARATE SCHOOL SYSTEM AND BOARD WHEREIN FAIR AND EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF FINANCIAL, PHYSICAL, 
ORGANIZATIONAL AND HUMAN RESOURCES IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS…AND EVERYWHERE…CAN AND WILL BE ASSURED!  QUOTE JAMES BALDWIN 
"NOT EVERYTHING THAT IS FACED CAN BE CHANGED. BUT NOTHING CAN BE CHANGED UNTIL IT IS FACED."  MAY IT BE SO. 



20.  Parent Please consider proximity as your number one priority when you look at redistricting maps.  The safety of our children is my number one priority.  
Requiring students to drive more than twice the distance to the next nearest high school puts them at a much higher risk for an accident.   
Also...have you looked into and researched how much our home values will GO DOWN by being redistricted into a new school.  Many families 
specifically bought their homes so that their children will attend that they are paying taxes for. One last thing...why did you select a company to 
look at redistricting our schools that has absolutely NO CLUE what our community is like. 

21.  Parent Leave the high schools alone.  We all know that a new high school is going to be needed. So, you are going to have to go through this whole thing 
again in probably 2-3 years.  No need to redistrict and have to do it again.  The high school students don't always take classes at their designated 
school.  So, the capacity numbers are deceptive. Perhaps the next time a school is built, you should consider finding a spot to build it on the other 
side of town.  All the high schools are on the same side, which makes it difficult. 

 

  



Feedback 10/19/2017 (p.m.) to 12/6/2017 (1:30 p.m.) 

 

1.  Parent After watching the main board meeting on line, and going to the meeting at Lafayette High School, I feel any action now for redistricting the high 
school in WJCC would be putting a Band-Aid on the main issue of more space/new high school needed. Any action now would just effect our 
children negatively in the WJCC high schools and we would be revisiting the same issues in a couple of years being in the same place we are now. 
I feel a plan to start putting funding aside for expansion or best case, a new high school annually until we can address the main issue of the 
overcrowding. The population growth of our WJCC area is going to keep growing and we need to plan today for that fact (proactive, not reactive).  
I do have a question as to why we can't have the same programs available at each WJCC school? These programs (AP classes, etc...) should be 
across the board equal for every student no matter What school they attend. No school should be given any privileges over another school when 
we all fall under the WJCC Board as tax payers and have a vested interest in giving all of our children the best education available.  
Again, my vote is to not do any redistricting in the high schools now until we can actually fix the problems we face, or at least have a proactive 
plan in place. I feel our children are being viewed as a "number" instead of actual human beings. Fiscal responsibility needs to a norm instead of a 
feel good Band-Aid fix that will just effect our children's live in a negative way. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my opinion. 

2.  Parent I question the validity of the online redistricting survey results.  An individual can submit multiple responses to the survey by clearing their 
"cookies" immediately following the completion of the survey. How can you ensure you are not getting multiple responses from the same 
individual, skewing the community input data? 

3.  Parent The redistricting of high schools vote by the school board should have taken it off the agenda for this year. A privilege of the chair decision to 
override vote was a clear abuse of power. Now it appears we are rushing into a decision .  I also get the impression that certain school board 
members are already set with moving forward with redistricting without taking into account their constituents input. 

4.  Parent I submitted my thoughts on the redistricting of the high school and did not think I was going to submit more thoughts on the subject, but after 
reading many comments submitted about others thought and what the school board has said in previous meetings, I cannot stand by and let this 
go. I am appalled by the many comments I have read. JCC and most if not all communities within JCC are culturally diverse. Can we please let off 
of worrying about this cultural diversity issue and concentrate on educating students. I know many would say that is what is trying to be done 
with the diversity, but no that’s a ploy. We do not need northeastern education systems. Despite all of what I’ve read within this forum, there is 
no factual evidence that redistricting on the basis of diversity or northeastern way of doing things work. I also wonder how some referred to the 
northeast and how great it was, but moved here. We need to bring a common sense approach to this issue. Let’s stop with the nonsense of 
diversity and socioeconomic status as the tool for redistricting. We are not a city that have entire communities based on particular ethic groups. 
Let’s get back to education, ensuring students can go to great schools close to home, and have great teachers. If you want to look at avoiding 
problems and great education for our youth, diversity is not the answer. The answers lay in parents caring for their children’s education 
regardless of background and great teachers. Unfortunately there are many teachers that are not great. These teachers are tarnishing the great 
ones. They pass out worksheets in class every day and do not teach. They allow disruption in the classroom. These are the problems. 



5.  Parent It seems like a lot of time and resources are being wasted to do this redistricting now when it will just need to be done again when the next new 
High school is built in the not too distant future. Doing this now could create a situation where some students may end up being bounced from 
high school to high school as much as three times. A few temporary trailer classrooms would solve the issue at Jamestown until the next high 
school is built. Families often buy homes in certain areas expressly so their children can attend the schools that best fit their need only to have 
this sort of unnecessary tinkering throw all those efforts in the trash. In my opinion, this is more about social engineering than solving an 
overflow issue at one high school. 

6.  Parent I do not believe that redistricting the high schools is in anyone's best interest.  Our resources would be best used to expand the overcrowded 
schools and bolster programs in all schools that address their weaknesses.  Every one of our high schools has strengths and weaknesses.  And 
considering that a new high school will need to be built in the near future, it makes no sense to redistrict them at this point when it will have to 
be done yet again when we build a new school.  High school children are at a very vulnerable age in their development, especially in our society.  
Forcing a child to move to another school during this stage can result in unnecessary frustration, depression, or even suicidal thoughts. By 
attempting to address issues of socioeconomic diversity by redistricting, you will end up putting many of the very students for which you are 
making these changes at risk emotionally and developmentally.  Please consider very carefully, would you be willing to put even one child at risk?  
Yes, we have issues that need to be addressed. No, redistricting will not solve them. Thank you very much for your hard work in working to find 
solutions for our community. 

7.  Community 
Member 

I support high school redistricting for the following: 
      1. Diversity of population in all high schools 
       2. Equality of educational programs, extracurricular activities, and physical structures/grounds 
       3. Using the space we now have available in our schools rather than using tax dollars to purchase trailers or to enlarge Jamestown HS. 
I have been a Ford’s Colony resident 20 plus years.  We are a community with families ranging from newlyweds to retirees. Today we have many 
more families with school age children than 20 years ago.  Colony kids and their activities and education are important to all FC residents. I 
emphasize this point because I’ve heard comments such as, “FC is full of retired people who aren’t concerned about our schools.”  So not true. I, 
along with many, are now or have been educators, volunteer in local schools, and have family members presently attending and working in WJCC 
schools. 
There are various reasons families choose where they live.  In today’s society parents go to the internet for information about localities and 
schools before purchasing a house.  I want each WJCC high school’s web site to be able to inform the public that their children will receive equal 
and excellent opportunities in all our high schools. 

8.  Community 
Member 

I concur with the need to redistrict James City Schools to better balance the demographics, to provide improved education for all students and to 
better fiscally manage the current school facilities to better manage the need for additional capital expenditures. 

9.  Parent I think map 1 is the one I would choose. Thanks for listening to feedback from parents. 



10.  Parent The socio-economic does not make sense as a reason for redistricting.  Supposedly all WJCC schools “should” have the same curriculum.  Why not 
find out why the underperforming demographics are underperforming and make changes there instead of shuffling around the kids from one 
over crowded high school to another.  You have nowhere to move the kids. The overcrowding is a failure by the school board to not act when 
overcrowding appeared likely. 
I recently watched a board meeting were the majority of the board was against redistricting the high schools at that time based on reasonable 
arguments.  Your chairwoman decided to continue the discussion even though she was in the minority. She seemed very ignorant to the possible 
outcomes of redistricting without room to redistricting.  She needs to be over ruled.  Bottom line is you wasted money changing James Blair to 
offices and back to a school and now you do not have money.  Redistricting the high schools should not take place until your high schools have 
adequate room. 

11.  Parent I completely understand that middle school maps need to be redrawn with the opening of a new school.  However, I am not convinced in the 
least that redistricting high schools is necessary when there has been no discussion with regard to a long term plan.  Redistricting is a short term 
“solution” to a problem that, honestly, I’m not sure exists.  I think this school board should deal with the redistricting issue they have to address, 
but not be so giddy to disrupt the high school experiences of so many young adults.  Especially given the fact that there is no empirical proof that 
this would be an improvement for any children at any of these schools. The fact that this only became an issue because a very vocal minority of 
people voiced one opinion with seemingly no opposition is irritating to say the least.  As a parent, property owner, resident - the clear answer is 
simply to not redistrict high schools at this time.  Thank you, Richard 

12.  Parent The maps of current high school districting are disappointing. The fact that Kingsmill and Governor's Land are districted  for Jamestown when so 
many neighborhoods east of Kingsmill are not shows clear favoritism for high end neighborhoods to feed Jamestown. Lafayette could have a lot 
of potential if the majority of low income areas were not all distracted for Lafayette. Lafayette looks depressed as it is without considering the 
feeding neighborhoods- let's give it a fighting chance by having some higher income neighborhoods support it! 

13.  Parent First and foremost, leaving the maps as they are is the best option for the time being. Redistricting may solve some issues for the immediate 
future, but neglects issues of overcrowding down the road. It serves as a bandage for an issue that requires much more attention. A growing 
WJCC population needs accommodation, but that should come from an additional high school, which would be a much more permanent 
solution. As it was said at the most recent board meeting, it is inevitable that WJCC will need a 4th high school, and that time may well be much 
sooner than was originally thought. Beyond that, students who are displaced from their current schools lose access to valuable relationships that 
they have formed at their original high schools. Effecting upperclassmen, especially, changing schools means starting from square 1 in terms of 
relationships, letters of recommendation for college applications, and peer groups. One's peers are undoubtedly the greatest resource a student 
has to manage the work at school, not only as a mental break at the lunch table, but also as study partners and mentors. There would also be the 
issue of grandfathering and debates over where that cutoff would be.  
That being said, if redistricting must happen, Option 4 is the best. It presents a good middle ground between the maps involving no construction 
and a 4th high school. Option 4 places utilization at all 3 schools right where it should be, which seems to be one of the biggest issues facing the 
schools currently. It would be a good way to buy enough time to sort out a 4th high school while addressing current overcrowding issues.  
Lastly, there is an error in the presentation of Map 3. Map 3 splits up Kingsmill where Warehams Pond Road meets Southall Road, sending 
students on the left to Lafayette and on the right to Jamestown. This divide splits peer groups and would negatively affect students' morale and 
comfort at a new school. 



14.  Parent 1.  I haven't talked to one JHS parent/student who is happy about rezoning nor have I talked to a JHS student/parent who is complaining about 
overcrowding.  Yes, the numbers are out of whack, but we need to be looking at longer term solutions to address community growth and 
balancing of HS student populations, not short-term quick fixes.  This effort was launched to get a bang for your consulting buck only. 
2.  The worst complaints I've heard from HS families in the community come from LHS parents and the inequity in facilities compared to the other 
two schools.  Those poor parents have to stand on their heads to get anything addressed (auxiliary gym, transportation of students to WISC after 
school).  The school system should be identifying and taking the initiative to address these needs, not waiting for parents to organize and 
complain. 
3.  Nowhere in this discussion has anyone addressed what will happen to rising seniors.  Will they be forced to change schools right as they are 
applying for college their senior year or will they be given the option to stay put? 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback. 

15.  Parent High schools need to be divided equally and fairly. Dividing minorities equally across entire county. Not just isolated at Lafayette. 

16.  Parent I am adamantly opposed to any re-districting for the following reasons: I paid a premium for my home to be in the Louis Hornsby and Jamestown 
High District, If you change my subdivision (Greensprings  Plantation) I could lose tens of thousands of dollars and that would be a huge economic 
not only on myself but the entire county because my property values will fall  
I have a 10th grader and an 8th grader and I may end up with a child in two different high schools 
I have invested a lot of my own time as a band booster and established many contacts within the Jamestown band program and if my 8th grader 
moves to Lafayette then I will NOT be able to support both band programs 

17.  Community 
Member 

Please be aware that Williamsburg has the highest poverty level in Hampton Roads (and probably the highest income concentration also).  
Approximately 1 out of 5 students is affected.  Any changes need to address what is being done to help those students.  There is a perception 
that WJCC students are all wealthy and college bound and that appears to be reflected in the schools.  We must not forget that low income 20% 
and their needs. 

18.  Community 
Member 

There is no reason for differential treatment of Williamsburg area high schools.  To provide different levels of courses, and different 
opportunities, to students based solely on where they happen to be born or live, seems un-democratic, maybe elitist, and certainly 
discriminatory.   Every student in Williamsburg ought to have an equal opportunity to learn and excel.  I support the redistricting plan submitted 
by the consultants. 

19.  Community 
Member 

I strongly support redistricting the high schools because it will: 
- Better balance student enrollment among Jamestown, Warhill and Lafayette High Schools, to meet the needs of all students within WJCC in 
response to changing demographics and enrollment projections. 
- Result in more efficient redistribution of school capacity to achieve appropriate allocation of resources. 
- Ease budgetary pressures by delaying the need for significant additional capital expenditures for trailers or expansion at Jamestown High 
School, as is currently proposed in the Capital Improvement Plan. 
- Be a prudent financial approach that makes sense for taxpayers. 

20.  Community 
Member 

I support redistricting as a way to create better balance between the 3 High schools. It is also the most fiscally responsible solution. 



21.  Community 
Member 

It is completely unfair to make Lafayette HS the only school for alternative education. It is something that should be alternated between the high 
schools, because face it, most of the juvies don't care and will deliberately sabotage the test scores, seen it as a former juv probation officer. 
Add to that the overwhelming number of free lunch, poverty level, and other factors that Lafayette has the lead in, really impacts the property 
values of Ford's Colony, as an undesirable community due to the school. Making us pay for an expansion to Jamestown is nothing but a further 
slap in the face. 

22.  Community 
Member 

I believe the most prudent use of resources for the schools and county is t redistrict the high schools to achieve the best environment for the 
students and staff. 

23.  Community 
Member 

1)  High school redistricting is the fiscally responsible thing to do: Rather than have the community spend $20+m of JCC tax dollars as is currently 
proposed in the Capital Improvement Plan (to expand Jamestown in a few years) redistricting now would better align enrollment with capacity 
and potentially avoid, or delay, such expenditures. 
2)  It is irresponsible to allow JHS to be overcrowded for the next 4-5 years. 
3)  To ease over capacity at JHS, they will need trailers, which is never ideal in terms of safety or cost (your tax dollars as the “Band-Aid” solution). 
4)  The broader community has spoken consistently about the need to redistrict high schools:  Many - who do not have a personal, short term 
interest, but a more cohesive, long term strategic view- have come forward over the last few years to share concerns about existing inequity 
among the high schools- largely caused by the map manipulation at the last redistricting, 
5)  Expanding JHS (at the $20m+ expense) will only increase the divide among our schools 
6)  Residential growth has made the current maps inadequate- LHS is essentially landlocked in the current map and thus not benefitting from 
enrollment/growth. 
7)  Redistricting is expected in a growing community and in a place like Williamsburg/James City County, you should expect a great experience at 
each of the three high schools. 
8)  Better alignment of enrollment at all three schools evens the playing field for all three high schools in James City County in regards to 
resources, class access/availability, programs offered and overall educational experience. 

24.  Parent Hello, I did take the redistricting survey, but I also had some additional comments. While I realize rezoning the high schools is not a popular idea, 
it would be wise for the School Board to consider the option, particularly as a backup plan in case the city and county does not decide to provide 
the $25 million in funding for trailers. As a taxpayer, I would hope that would be taken into consideration. Likewise, at the moment, we will have 
two middle schoolers this fall who will most likely be impacted by the middle school redistricting. I would not wish for them to be impacted by a 
future high school redistricting in a few years. This should be done now, all in one shot, to avoid disrupting families twice. If the Board decides 
not to redistrict the high schools now, I encourage Board members to work diligently soon to remedy the clear disparities between the high 
schools, particularly with regards to the curriculum and programming.  Thank you. 

25.  Parent After reviewing the five maps for potential changes to the rezoning of the High Schools, I would not have an issue to Options 2, 3 or 4.  However, 
both Options 1 and 2 would cause hardship on myself and my family. I am hopeful that the final changes will not do so. 

26.  Parent I vote for Option 2 for the middle school maps. 



27.  Staff 
Member 

The criteria were to balance utilization, account for logistics in proximity to school, and balance SES. The only noticeable accomplishment of the 
three options presented was to balance utilization. Why is it, when the 4th middle school should be the number one priority, are we only 
presented with 3 options, while the high schools have 5? None of these three options should be considered for numerous reasons, but here are 
the most poignant to your original criteria: 1-disrupts/displaces far too many students while neither achieving a noticeable impact on SES nor 
logistic proximity to nearest school (moving 163 students from HMS to Blair while simultaneously taking 132 from TMS is only a 31 student 
swing); 2 - arbitrarily sets boundaries that actually INCREASE the logistical problem already faced in the district of busing students past one or 
even two schools to get to "their" school (taking students that live adjacent to TMS and busing them to HMS, or taking students at the far eastern 
boundary of the district and busing them to Blair); 3 - shows little variation between options while leaving much of the district without a choice 
as to where they would like to be schooled. (Families in Fords Colony area have no say in this redistricting, as all 3 options presented identically 
pull them to only one school.) The ONLY criteria met in this study has been balancing the school utilization percentage, but the cons far outweigh 
the pros in all three of these and there needs to be other options brought forward for consideration. 

28.  Parent The school board members are representatives of the community. I am very frustrated that the overwhelming majority of the community and 
the board members do not see a need for redistricting high schools, but there is still an initiative to move forward with plans. The projections are 
not in support of redistricting, and I truly question the data sources. It seems like Ms. Cook, Ms. Hummel, and Ms. Ownby are going rogue and 
following an unjust agenda of unnecessarily redistricting high schools. It is very cruel to the community and especially the affected students that 
we don't know what high school students will report to in the Fall. Please do not redistrict any high school students for the 2018/2019 school 
year. Take the necessary time to obtain and process community needs (This includes each school's input). 

29.  Parent I feel that it is unconscionable to have a large disparity in social economic status between the different middle schools and high schools.  Any 
redistricting that occurs needs to the make the SES levels equal between every school.   Therefore, I feel that option 3 for the middle schools is 
completely outrageous and must be thrown out.  Option 1 or 2 seem like much better choices.  Additionally, I feel option 5 for the high schools 
has to be the winner because it brings the SES level completely equal between the 3 schools.  This is WJCC's chance to show the community that 
it cares about EVERY student equally and not make crazy zoning sections that keeps the wealthier neighborhoods away from areas with a lower 
income level. I hope that WJCC does the right thing for EVERY student, not just a few. 

30.  Parent Has the committee put into consideration adding redistricting to the elementary level? Currently there are schools within our district that house 
over 200 students more than other schools within a close proximity. If we are "stirring the pot" for families in the middle and upper school levels, 
why not put all of our district into a redistricting process instead of paying and going through the process again in a year or two when our 
outlying elementary schools can no longer adding more students. 

31.  Parent The current demographic lay out of the high school is completely unbalanced. From a race, socioeconomic status... unfair. Unbalanced.  Buy you 
guys know this already.  And my neighborhood emails me that you guys are favoring doing nothing. 



32.  Parent As a long time homeowner in Powhatan Secondary, the subject of school redistricting seems to be synonymous with our neighborhood being the 
one to change schools.  When the elementary schools were last redistricted and our neighborhood was divided into two elementary school 
zones, I witnessed several families either opt to send their kids to private school or move out of the neighborhood.  It is enough that our 
neighborhood will once again be rezoned (presumably) from Hornsby to James Blair.  Our neighborhood's proximity to Blair makes sense.  The 
general mood is..."there is a new school, much closer to us than Hornsby, and we can accept this change".   
However, the idea of a change in the high school district is not acceptable.  In the 11/28 school board meeting, a majority of the board steadfastly 
refused to consider a high school redistrict at this time.  This majority opinion to leave high schools alone is right and needs to be respected.  The 
rationale is this: there is currently no mid to long term plan that addresses the overpopulation of our high schools.  Do we need a new school?  
Do we add capacity?  How will new housing developments in northern JCC impact Warhill HS population?  The idea to "sneak in" a high school 
redistrict on the coat tails of the middle school redistrict is not warranted.  How about fixing the bus transportation issue first?  I had to drive my 
kids to elementary school twice in the last three weeks when the bus was over 30 minutes late...but I digress.   
Redistricting high schools now would be as temporary as bringing in more trailers and does not fix the long term issue.  Please put the high school 
redistrict on the shelf, study and develop long term solutions, and learn from the middle school redistricting process first.  If you want public 
opinion, here it is:  Powhatan Secondary does not like options 2 or 5, Greensprings does not like options 1 or 5, Kingsmill does not like option 3, 
and option 5 is confusing to all of Williamsburg and James City County.  Option 6 - no change, is the sensible choice.  Please leave Powhatan 
Secondary alone and clear of any high school redistricting.  We were redistricted with the last elementary school change - we will most likely be 
rezoned for middle school - please leave Powhatan Secondary in the Jamestown HS district and deliver the stress you are causing the high school 
kids and parents in having our neighborhood serve as the ping pong ball that always moves to another school zone when redistricting is on the 
table.  Thank you for your attention. 

33.  Community 
Member 

I think that option 2 of the high school maps is the most likely and impactful without affecting the most amount of people. I personally do not 
wish my best friend's daughter to move high schools in the middle of her high school career, as she will be a junior next year,  but as an adult i 
see the issue with the overpopulation and under population of the different high schools. Map number 5 is eventually a good idea for less 
confusion but the most reasonable and attainable is map 2 in order to get a large handful of students out of the overpopulated Jamestown. 

34.  Community 
Member 

From the proposed redistricting plans I would recommend making no changes.  This is particularly important for the high school option.  The 
Greensprings neighborhood is not located close enough to either Lafayette or Warwick schools to justify moving students to either.  Building and 
consequently traffic on Centerville Road makes the commute increasingly delayed and hazardous.  Likely this population growth along this route 
will require another redistricting plan within a few years to include a new high school.  The moving of high school students now would clearly 
violate the planned parameters of proximity, neighborhood, and ultimately longevity.  While not presented as an option I believe the same logic 
could be applied to sending middle school students from Greensprings and Governors Land to Berkeley Middle School. 

35.  Parent Throwing us back to 1960's era busing in order to achieve "equity" with regard to socio-economic demographics is the wrong path.  You are 
displacing students and families who value education and work hard at home to create an environment of achievement. Mixing up classes by 
forcing kids to be bused to schools farther away is just plain wrong.  Our neighborhood is two miles from our current high school and the School 
Board thinks it would be beneficial for our kids to be on a bus for 20 minutes for equity?  Who is that benefiting? Why is our kids time less 
valuable than others?  This is a bottom up problem and is not solved by a social experiment by the School Board. 



36.  Parent My family won't be impacted by the decision on any redistricting decision based on the proposed maps, but I we have been through it twice 
before, and I urge the board to not redistrict the high schools at this time.  When my son was in WJCC, it was rather disruptive and he was caught 
up in two processes.  It wasn't positive. Yes, kids are resilient, but why the heck make changes now when there are bigger overcrowding issues to 
address.  Don't put the kids through it now, when most will have to deal with it later.  The less disruption, the better. Deal with the MS now, and 
wait until you have a plan to deal with overall overcapacity when you are ready.  Spot redistricting is NOT the answer. 

37.  Parent After watching the school board meeting on November 28th, the primary issue for board members supporting redistricting appeared to be 
overcapacity at Jamestown.  Jim Kelly expressed that any attempt to redistrict next year is reactionary and does not support a long term strategic 
vision or plan.  While there is currently no data to indicate overcapacity at Jamestown is negatively impacting students (test scores rated 8/10) , if 
the school board is determined to take a short term action while a strategic plan is developed (i.e. new additions),  consideration should be given 
for the next 3-4 years to allow Jamestown students and families to voluntarily attend another WJCC high school if they feel negatively impacted 
by the overcapacity.   The airlines always ask for volunteers in the event of overbooking and the last time an airline forcibly removed a passenger 
due to overbooking, it ended very badly!  When moving to a new area, there is much research on schools and district lines.  We voluntarily 
purchase or rent residence to accommodate children's educational needs, so it is highly recommended to seek volunteers to leave Jamestown 
first before making a major decision to involuntarily disrupt families and children's education. 

38.  Parent Hello, I am in favor of redistricting for many reasons.  Overcrowding at Jamestown, equality of programs, balance of socioeconomic students in 
the county.  I was VERY disappointed in the school board members who would rather stick their head in sand vs. listening to logical reasons. 
Frankly they  have made up their minds based on a few parents input based in Jamestown school district who don't want to move.  The board 
needs to hear from all residents before making a final decision.  Again, very sad to see how the board acted this week.  They did not act like the 
leaders we voted them in to be. 

39.  Parent The high schools should not be redistricted.  There should be equals programs at all of the high schools.  Because some programs aren't offered 
at all schools, students go to other high schools (skewing numbers).  Redistricting the high schools does not solve the "over-population" issue.  A 
new school would correct this.  At which point, redistricting would be more understandable.  At this point, there is not enough information to 
warrant a change at the high school level when one was just done upon the completion of Warhill.  To redistrict now would simply be a cheap 
Band-Aid to a bigger problem.  Leave well enough alone until the first area (middle schools) can be fixed.  To jump the gun, and push forward, 
and make a quick decision to redistrict the high schools is extremely irresponsible of the school board.  Transportation needs to be fixed before 
the high schools should be redistricted. 

40.  Community 
Member 

I strongly support those board members who support the redistricting of the high schools.   I believe it is short sighted by the board not to 
address the need now instead of "kicking the can down the road."    Lafayette has room and Jamestown is overcrowded and will continue to be 
overcrowded for the next 4-5 years until additions or a 4th high school can be built.   There is also the question of diversity (or the lack there of) 
within all three schools.  Redistricting should be done by taking into consideration the economic, racial, and  social diversity in our community as 
a whole.  Each high school should have equal representation of the Williamsburg community at large.   I am shocked and disheartened that my 
school board representative is one who is against redistricting.   I encourage those against the idea to rethink their objections and listen to the 
community. 



41.  Parent Dear School Board members, 
My husband and I recently moved to the Kingspoint neighborhood in James City County. We very carefully chose this neighborhood because we 
wanted our son, who is still a preschooler, to attend Matthew Whaley Elementary and eventually Jamestown High School. This was the primary 
factor for our decision to purchase a home in this neighborhood. The re-districting for the middle schools doesn't change anything for us, and we 
are fine with that. 
But we would like to express our concern about the high school re-districting option #3 that changes our neighborhood from Jamestown High 
School to Lafayette High School. We are strongly opposed to this option. Please keep our neighborhood as Jamestown High School.  
Thank you, 

42.  Parent Hi, I strongly feel that we need high school redistricting.  I feel that this would promote socioeconomic equality.  Lets work to make sure that all 3 
high schools outstanding.  Currently Lafayette seems to be struggling a bit.  I think redistricting would bring some "fresh blood" into that school.  
Again,  let's work to make ALL the high schools great.  Thank you for your work on this matter and all others pertaining to our schools. 

43.  Parent I live in Greensprings West and the father of a 9th grader (JHS) and a 7th grader (HMS) and want to see something done to alleviate the 
overcrowding at Jamestown.  Quoting a student who made a presentation to the board that she did not feel that the school is overcrowded is not 
a sufficient metric to determine actual statistics.  The following are the average class sizes for a number of our students from GSW. We had the 
children count their fellow students in their respective classes yesterday 20,28,31,34.  How is this acceptable to anyone? Trying to learn math in a 
class with 30 other students goes against all logic in teaching. There is a problem, raise property taxes (a measure that goes to the County Board), 
bring back the trailers, expand the schools.  Have you toured  Jamestown during the day to see for yourself?  I was a substitute teacher last year 
for Honors Biology, 32 and 34 kids respectively sharing books in the same classroom is not right. Don't take my word for it, don't take the word of 
a student for it, the Board should take a Field Trip to all of the High Schools and see for yourself. 

44.  Parent As a parent of a rising junior and a rising freshman I'm very concerned that the district does not have the infrastructure in place to handle course 
requests that will be made in February 2018 for the Fall of 2018 in the event that the student is redistricted to another school.  I've been told, 
from a reliable source, that the district does not have the ability to electronically transfer the students requests to the "potential" new school 
which may preclude the student from getting the classes they have requested before they have filled.  I think all of this talk of redistricting the 
high schools should end until the board can assure the parents of the students that they can handle it administratively. 

45.  Parent Dear School Board Committee Members, 
I am a resident of Powhatan Secondary, and I am writing to urge you NOT to redistrict the high schools at this time. The new proposals offer a 
short lived fix (if by "fix" we mean filling all the existing high schools to 94%-100% capacity) to a problem that would clearly have to be 
permanently solved in a few years with the building of a new high school. Our children have already been moved around in every round of 
redistricting for the past 10+ years. In 2009, our community was split into two and kids who are best friends from the same neighborhood, ended 
up attending two different elementary schools. Now we are the ones singled out for middle school redistricting again. Please, leave the high 
school re-zoning alone for the time being. In 4-5 years those same high schools will be once again over capacity, and the board will have to 
address the same issue again. Save yourselves the unnecessary effort, and save us (the parents and children) the anguish and stress of being 
moved around like pawns on a chess board in a game that's doomed to failure from the start. 



46.  Parent As I watched the School Board meeting this week, it was overwhelmingly apparent that 4 of the 7 Board members do not even support the 
process of evaluating the redistricting maps for the coming year.  I found it difficult to watch as our Chairwoman took it upon herself to continue 
to push her own agenda knowing the issue didn't have Board support.   
Second, Rather than seeking feedback exclusively on the map options, shouldn't we be making it clear that redistricting is still a choice for the 
Board and JCC?  The insinuation here is that residents should pick the one map that they support the most is misleading.  If the majority of our 
Board doesn't support any of the current choices, why are we being asked to choose? 
Furthermore, without the presence of a current strategic plan, I find all of the current maps to simply be reactionary and irrelevant. 

47.  Parent I am against the redistricting, I understand the need to address the overcrowding, but you have to appreciate that a person pays $500,000 for 
home because he is providing  his children the best schools available, this must be taken into consideration. 
Secondly, we must use demographic data  when making these decisions. We cannot have children of a single-family going to to different high 
schools. Please use data to make the correct decision. We get the fact that there’s no money to build a new high school  but we need to look at 
all factors. Property values, having children in a single family in two different high schools, children having to change high schools in the middle of 
their four years which will be completely disruptive to the programs that have been in place that helps the children identify a career path 
 also it was extremely difficult to follow the board presentation on November 28, I don’t even know what’s actually being proposed except for 
the four maps. I had heard one board member state let’s just make this to rising ninth graders, but nobody had the data to suggest what those 
numbers would affect and how many families would be affected by having a split high school for two or more children in their family 

48.  Parent I have 2 sons at JHS both very involved(sports, academic clubs and teams) As rising junior and senior they will be adversely affected by a move to 
a new school at this point. They have their relationships with teachers who will be writing college letters for them and coaches who support them 
in their growth in these teams. The have worked hard to forge relationships with these adults and should not be forced to start over with 
strangers. In one map, our neighborhood is split in 2. That’s the craziest of all the crazy ideas I have seen so far. 

49.  Parent As you consider the zoning for the new middle school please take into account "sister neighborhoods" like Greensprings Plantation and 
Greensprings West. These two neighborhoods join together on the same summer swim team (about 150 kids), attend the same elementary 
school, share a golf course, play together, ride the bus together, etc. The neighborhoods are really an extension of each other and we would love 
to keep this community together as the children go on to middle school. Many parents across the neighborhoods carpool together and help each 
other out with childcare. This "village" should stick together for the benefit of our children. Please don't divide us like Powhatan Secondary was 
divided years ago. We consider ourselves one big family. Thank you for your consideration. I know this is not an easy task, but we appreciate you 
keeping the best interest of our children in mind. Our kids will be devastated if they are separated from their best friends and our extended 
family. 

50.  Parent Thank you very much for allowing our input for such an important matter!  Where my children would go to school had a lot to do with the 
neighborhood  
where I decided to purchase my home.  When I moved to Liberty Crossing, I knew that my children where zoned for Norge, Toano, and WHS and 
that was what had the greatest impact on my final decision with the home purchase.  Therefore, I would really appreciate no change to our 
schools.  Thank you 



51.  Parent After watching the board meeting last evening as a citizen of this county I was gravely concerned about the proceedings and the lack of 
leadership and direction of the board in general.  First and foremost, I was amazed that board members routinely asked for but immediately 
pushed aside Dr. Herron's opinions, requirements, suggestions etc.  We hired Dr. Herron because she is an education specialist with a track 
record of great success and presented a clear encompassing vision for WJCC Schools. She also is refining a Capital Plan, as part of her presented 
phased strategy, yet at most turns last night school board members removed concepts of the plan without regard to much research or input, 
other than saying, "I spoke too", and added additional work to her staff.  Most of this work should have been prepared, digested and presented 
in the working groups leading up to last night.  Routinely having to ask questions and refine those questions shows that board members did not 
have a clear understanding of the problem set before wasting tax payer dollars on a poor product.  Honestly, building a new middle school and 
hiring a firm for over $150K to tell us the best population to move into it was all of Fords Colony did not take much more research than what's 
available on the countries web page.  It is clear that the board itself has no clear long term plan for the community or our children.  
Moving onto the high school discussion.  It became clear last night that there is a desired outcome by some on the board. Let’s address the term 
social economic issues.  Studies show that social economic issues arise in schools that are underfunded and failing.  Reports by WJCC and VA, as 
far back as 2012, show that no school in WJCC is failing.  According reports show that each high school’s graduation rates exceed VA average, test 
schools are at or above average, dropout rates are less than 5% and there is no disparity in funding.  Proving there is no “true” social economic 
education divide in the county; only a finical support divide in terms of reduce or free lunch.  The argument of moving boundaries because of 
social impact is mute when you add to the majority population and not cross level the minority population in question.  Your percentages of 
reduce or free lunch participants will go down, but only because you grew the base student population. A board member who uses social 
economic concern needs to define the issue so proper research can be done to solve the problem, and according to your own approved reports 
there is no failures or failures to education to address.   
Routinely last night the issue was brought up that capacity is the issue but is was not addressed other than to say there was no building option?  
JCC web page predicts county growth to be upwards of 20,000 in the next 5 years.  Moving boundaries lines doesn’t solve that issue when the 
county estimates most growth to be in the north side of county.  The board mentioned it knows it needs a new elementary school sooner rather 
than later but routinely has not addressed that issue. The question remains, what is the boards long term plan county schools?   
The consulting firm provided 6 options to the school board.  Most options brought 2 or more high schools over 95% utilization, yet did not 
account for new sub divisions currently being built or zoned in the county. Only one option brought perceived social economical balance yet 
brought each school over 96% of utilization.  Option 4 was voted against because there is a perception of lack of funds.  Funding streams, grants, 
no cost loans are awarded to public institutions with long term plans, something this board has failed to provide.  Receiving an estimated $20 
million of funding over a 5 to 6 year period to add capacity in not unreasonable when it saves a possible lump sum requirement 5 years in the 
future for immediate builds.  
Moving boundaries without a long term plan, worked on across the county and with the county commissioner shows lack of leadership and 
direction by board members.  The school board should stop all efforts and diligently work with the new County Commissioner to understand the 
holistic challenges across the country and deliberately develop and present for community vote a 10 year plan. 

52.  Parent I strongly feel that redistricting high schools at this time is unnecessary and inappropriate. Until a new high school is built and there is a clear and 
present need to redistrict, I feel that this whole process needlessly moves students from their neighborhood schools and from their friends and 
has a negative impact on many families. This process has pitted neighborhoods against one another all for someone's belief that that this should 
be done. Redistricting was completed when Warhill was built and the division paid a considerable amount of money for those plans to be 
developed. If they miscalculated then the money was wasted having that company create the maps. Bussing students to schools other than their 
neighborhood school to create what someone feels is equitable and to appease certain vocal community members will not work. Bussing has a 
history of failure in the past and this will not change. I appeal to the board's common sense to delay this process until it is absolutely necessary. 



53.  Parent I am a 20+ year resident of Kingsmill and my second (and youngest) child is a junior at JHS.  Both of my children were educated in WJCC schools 
(elementary, middle and high schools).  I am opposed to HS redistricting option 3 as it divides our neighborhood in half.  In fact, I think it's wrong 
to divide neighborhoods in general.  Our neighborhood kids have grown up together and been classmates for many years by the time they reach 
high school. I don't think the benefits of achieving a better socio-economic balance or evening out the overcrowding outweigh dividing a 
neighborhood.  
Redistricting high schools without fully considering the long term needs of the community is premature.  In my children’s' lifetime, I watched this 
school system close a middle school and convert it into office space, only to decide that they needed it for academic space a year or two later.  It 
was no secret at the time that Berkeley was overcrowded when they closed Blair's doors and opened Hornsby.  Perhaps it would be wise to let 
the dust settle on the middle school opening and redistricting process before making a move on the high school situation.    
Finally, whether high school redistricting happens now or later, facilities among all WJCC high schools should be comparable.  I've read and heard 
many valid complaints from Lafayette parents regarding the lack of facility amenities for its students.  It shouldn't take an organized group of 
parents complaining about subpar facilities to obtain equality among our three high schools.  It's your job as the administrators of this school 
system to ensure that equal access to and quality of its programs, regardless of the socio-economic mix or capacity issues, are obtained. 

54.  Parent I took the survey last night at the conclusion of the meeting. This morning when i looked at the “options” there is an option missing that WAS on 
there last night— the option to NOT CHANGE the boundaries... why is that no longer on there? I understood why the option regarding expansion 
was removed, but now this? I don’t recall, at any point during that meeting, that I watched live, in its entirety, where the option to not change 
the boundaries was to be taken off the list of choices on the survey. And deferring to the minority was a disgusting tactic by Ms. Cook.  It’s clear 
what she wants, despite what the majority wants—the majority was in favor of NOT redistricting  the high schools at this time... leave the high 
schools alone. 

55.  Parent I would like to see redistricting proposal #3 for both middle and high school 

56.  Community 
Member 

These maps are not what is best for the county, but only for you, the board members. You are only trying to make the county look good on the 
surface. I have friends that are located for redistricting and they strongly oppose it also. Please review changing anything at all. We like the 
county as it is and I’m sure I speak for many of the students of WJCC as well. 

57.  Parent Appreciate offering opportunity for input, but my address nor do my neighbors allow us to view the impact.  The online service that was 
supposed to allow a search by address is broken.  I receive  "We could not find 109 Martin VA23185." 

58.  Parent I have been to several school board meetings because I am very concerned about the redistricting of high schools. I have heard several opposing 
arguments from concerned students and families that are potentially affected by the redistricting. Listen to the affected families!!!! Redistricting 
does not solve your capacity problem. Redistricting inserts unnecessary chaos. The better plan is to provide the necessary resources to the 
schools to teach the kids in their current districts. If longer term projections show a fourth high school is a necessity then get it added to the 5-10 
year plan. Redistricting high school students is very cruel and unnecessary. I am a parent with a child at Jamestown High School. Listen to the 
affected families as I have heard nothing but opposition to redistricting from them!!!! 



59.  Parent Last night, the chair used prerogative and elected to continue discussion through next month (at least, one might suppose) whilst the majority of 
the board voiced an opinion in opposition to redistricting high schools. This leaves several cores of the student body at JHS in a state of flux.  
Consider: There is only one option that does not completely involve students being pulled away from JHS, and in that case it is a very small area 
that would move *to* JHS while another group moves away from JHS (option 2).  
Question: Why is JHS above capacity while the the other schools not? JHS is ranked at #29 in the state and that may be relevant. 
Consider: All of the redistricting options posted (1,2,3,5) move around 100 students only. This move does not change the SES breakdown for any 
of the schools.  
Question: Is it worth moving 100 kids away from an objectively measured and ranked high school when the end result is only to even out 
numbers? More broadly stated, is it fair to weigh equity ( by evening out numbers of students in all schools) more heavily than academic 
opportunity/wellbeing (by moving students out of rather than into the most highly regarded school in WMBG)? 
Consider: Williamsburg is a growing community with an uniquely capable and intelligent population owing to its proximity to William & Mary and 
a number of military departments. Families select and purchase homes based on school zones.  
Question: Is it impossible to consider a scenario in which JHS is expanded to meet the current student body (families that moved into the zone so 
that their child could have access to JHS) as well as an increase in the number of students so that this stand-above school can serve even more, 
rather than less, of our community? 

60.  Parent Please do not redistrict high schools at this time. Please delay redistricting until the time when a new high school is being built. We moved to a 
different neighborhood this year so our daughter could attend a different high school in the district. If the school board decides to go ahead 
please grandfather students at their current schools. 

61.  Parent Expand the schools should be #1 priority. It is much cheaper than building a new school and will eliminate any changes for the families. This is 
coming from a retired military family, who has went through enough changes and choose to stay in Williamsburg to prevent anymore. 

62.  Parent Thank you for sending out an email about the redistricting maps, but why can't you put the maps on the website so we can view them without 
taking time off work to go and see them? 

63.  Parent Dear WJCC School Board, my family has lived in Governor's Land for 15 years and we currently have our house listed for sale.  We have had two 
children go through the WJCC School system.  Our oldest child attended 5 different schools all while in the same neighborhood.  Our real estate 
agents have told us that families are postponing their decisions about moving into specific neighborhoods, Governor's Land in particular, because 
of the uncertainty about where their child/ren will go to school.  It has had a definite impact on the sale of my home.  It is understandably 
necessary to redistrict the middle schools (again) due to James Blair coming back on line, but there is no benefit to redistricting the high schools 
at this time.  Please vote NO on high school redistricting. 

64.  Community 
Member 

One of the unfortunate results of policy makers attempting to artificially change school boundaries based on somebody's  preconceived notions 
is the destruction of communities. 



65.  Parent I have been looking over the redistricting maps and quite frankly I am a little concerned. Neck-O-Land Rd. is only considered for Jamestown High 
School on one map out of four. I live in The Cottages at Stonehaven, a new subdivision off Neck-O-Land Rd. There are also one or two more 
subdivisions being added off Neck-O-Land Rd. How is it that we are only being considered for Jamestown on one map? I know politics and money 
plays a role in the decisions, as well as student ration, but whomever is drawing up district maps is definitely not doing it in the best interest of 
the students and parents alike. The road cutoffs that determine who goes to what school is definitely not done correctly as I have seen 
redistricting several times before in Virginia Beach and in Georgia. We live only 5 minutes away from Jamestown High School as oppose to 20 to 
30 minutes to Lafayette. I think there are several issues that are not being addressed. One, I see the projected number of students to be added 
next year and I say these numbers are to low; especially with all of the new neighborhoods being developed around my area and up by Warhill 
High School. Two, it is high time that the old hats, old money, and old politics be taken out of the equation. Kings Mill and other old established 
neighborhoods need to take the back seat and realize it is not the old ways anymore. There are new neighborhoods with new money and people 
from more diverse backgrounds that are being established and need to be considered. Socioeconomic status and federal money should not be a 
part of the equation. My daughter gets out of school at 2pm and is not home until almost 3pm. That is unacceptable when there is a high school 
a lot closer. Now I know some; especially from Kings Mill, would say their children bus that long or longer. There is a problem with their argument 
and that is with the surrounding water (marsh land, creeks). Third, I am sick and tired of my daughter being in a school that have foreign students 
learning that are over 20 years old. Why are a there not adequate facilities for those students. Why do they have to be in a high school. Several 
are pregnant and this is not good for our young youth. Lastly, I know it takes a lot of money, but there needs to be a start to planning another 
high school. Thank you for your time and I hope someone will come to their senses and think of our children and not politics and money. 

66.  Parent Hi, 
We live in the neighborhood of Mill Creek Landing, located just off of Route 5, and have three children. This neighborhood is currently zoned for 
Lafayette High School. I believe it would be more appropriately zoned for Jamestown High School. Jamestown is a safer drive for students who 
have just gotten their licenses, as it is a closer distance, requires fewer turns and merges, and there is no need to get onto 199 and travel at 
higher speeds. 
I understand that bus routes and demographic balances are important. Many teenagers will drive to school in their last two years of high school. 
Their route is important as well. Thank you so much for your consideration! 

67.  Parent Many of us within the zone for Lafayette High School have an issue with the zoning. Now, Lafayette High School is not a bad School; however, it is 
totally ridiculous to have Jamestown High School just down the road, yet my daughter attends Lafayette that is 20 minutes away. I don’t know 
who came up with this and why, but I can guess. Like everything it probably boils down to money and politics. More money for Lafayette to have 
lower income students attend and the powers to be within the zoning of Jamestown High has money and influence to keep that school zoned 
appropriately for them. This is very wrong. I plan on attending the upcoming meetings to ask the question as to how and why this occurred and if 
changes are in the works. I can’t wait to her the BS answers the board comes up with. 



68.  Community 
Member 

Hello, I live along John Tyler Hwy, about 2 miles from Jamestown High school. I have a young daughter, and as I consider our future options I am 
puzzled by the fact that she would be assigned to Lafayette rather than Jamestown. We are an active family, and I love the idea of bike rides to 
school--which would be possible to Clara Byrd and Berkley for elementary and middle school, but certainly not to Lafayette. My sisters 
encountered the same issue when they were recently in high school, and they had to endure long bus rides to get across town, rather than a 
short jaunt right up the same street that we live on.  
I think the other main issues are capacity and disparity, which may go hand-in-hand. It probably goes without saying that parents and students 
would be a lot less concerned about their school districts if the perception was that the schools themselves were equally equipped and staffed, 
however that is not the case. Clearly schools age, that can't be helped, but the disparity between facilities is definitely a cause for concern--
Berkley vs Hornsby or Toano, Lafayette vs Warhill or Jamestown. If students perceive their school as neglected or "less than" they may internalize 
that to mean that at some level they, as students or as a population, are less than or in some way less cared about than the students who are 
benefiting from nice, new facilities and equipment. 
I have lived in a number of localities which allow some form of "school choice" or "school lottery" and am curious if that is being considered in 
WJCC? Or perhaps magnet schools for middle and high school? These sorts of programs encourage self-selection and create competitiveness 
between the school which may solve some of the issues we're trying to tackle. Conversely, if we don't take the possibility of magnets or specialty 
programs into consideration now, we may lock ourselves into a situation which would not allow for these programs in the future (due to capacity 
issues). 
Thank you for your diligent work. 

69.  Parent Oh the joys of redistricting. You would think WJCC would have this down to a science since they have been doing it as far back as I can remember. 
As part of the student body that moved from James Blair to Toano Middle School then watching friends leave to go to Jamestown when it was 
built; as well as having one student switched from Matthew Whaley to CBB and having another affected by this redistricting I can safely say 
change is always going to occur. When buying a home people should consider the entire community not just current school zones. Perhaps if 
more focus was put on making all of our schools in WJCC abide by the same standards there would be less anxiety about moving kids to different 
schools. Change is a part of life it occurs at home, at work, at school, and in the community. I see employees stress out over change all the time 
and I am sure it is a learned behavior from when they were younger and watched their parents do the same. I have read comments regarding 
parents thinking their kids shouldn't be the ones to go through this, why shouldn't your kids be the one? Someone has to endure the 
redistricting; your kids aren't any more valuable than the ones coming up behind them. Teach your kids to be strong and to do their best and 
they will thrive in any environment. Kids will make new friends stop focusing on what they will lose and teach them to focus on what they will 
gain. 

70.  Parent As you consider the zoning for the new middle school please take into account "sister neighborhoods" like Greensprings Plantation and 
Greensprings West. These two neighborhoods join together on the same summer swim team (about 150 kids), attend the same elementary 
school, share a golf course, play together, ride the bus together, etc. The neighborhoods are really an extension of each other and we would love 
to keep this community together as the children go on to middle school. Many parents across the neighborhoods carpool together and help each 
other out with childcare. This "village" should stick together for the benefit of our children. Please don't divide us like Powhatan Secondary was 
divided years ago. We consider ourselves one big family. Thank you for your consideration. I know this is not an easy task, but we appreciate you 
keeping the best interest of our children in mind. Our kids will be devastated if they are separated from their best friends and our extended 
family. 



71.  Parent In reading the criteria as posted, the need to ensure effective utilization of our high schools is a top priority but secondly stated and in my opinion 
the most impactful to the health and welfare of the students is "Proximity".  Being close to one's high school is an important factor to the 
students commute and safety during that commute.  In terms of full disclosure, I have two students currently attending Jamestown High School.  
Our proximity to JHS is 2.5 miles.  In 3 of the 5 proposals, there is no change - but in 2 of those proposals the potential change to Lafayette HS 
would increase the travel by approximately 108% vs the current commute to JHS.  To me that makes no sense to burden the students by 
increasing their daily commute by 108%. 
One thing that the Board should also be taking in consideration (based on the above increase in travel) is the impact on the budget and the 
potential impact on tax payers by increasing the proximity and the related costs on the community as a whole.  This has not been communicated 
(and I'm not sure if it has even been studied).  Furthermore, given the already strained bussing system this increase would put a further strain on 
this aspect as well - and have downstream impacts felt all the way through the system (down to the elementary schools).   
The last thing that stands out in terms of the JHS maps is the fact that neighborhoods east of John Tyler Highway (those near Busch Gardens - 
particularly Kingsmill and Grove) have the furthest proximity of all current JHS attendees and moving these populations to LHS or even Warhill HS 
would be the least burdensome in terms of travel time and increases to one's proximity.  Why these areas are even currently going to JHS now 
(while travelling through areas that are currently zoned for LHS to get to JHS) makes no reasonable sense. 
Emotions should not be part of the equation - the health and welfare of the students should be the biggest priority and the most impactful aspect 
of your criteria that impacts the health and welfare of the students outside of "Capacity" is "Proximity".  Not only does achieving the greatest 
Proximity impacts the students health and welfare but lessens the strain of costs on the district as well. 
Therefore, and in my opinion, the Board should adopt the HS Map which first achieves the "Proximity" criteria that best supports the Boards 
number 1 objective relative to "Capacity". 

72.  
 

We appreciate that the county has spent so much time creating different alternatives for redistricting.  That said, please DO NOT pick option #5 
which would force us out of Jamestown High School.  My daughter is a graduate of JHS and we love the teachers and the community.  I want my 
younger son and daughter to experience the same thing; we bought our house specifically to send our children to Jamestown.  Furthermore, our 
kids can walk home from Jamestown utilizing the trail systems which is very convenient for after school activities.  All of the other options allow 
us to stay at Jamestown, which seems to be the more common sense approaches. 

73.  Parent We just moved into Williamsburg SPECIFICALLY for the school system and were very selective about where we chose to live.  Currently, my child 
has Hornsby Middle and Jamestown High for the district where we are now living. I would be very upset if I spent all this money on a move to 
Williamsburg (prior to selling my old home) to find out that my child will not go to Jamestown High School now.  I understand the need for 
rezoning; however, parents should be allowed some choice.  Jamestown High School is not far from our current residence and that is better for 
the student, especially as a new upcoming driver. 



74.  Parent I know you did not redistrict the elementary schools, but I would like to see an overlay of how/if this changes the breakup of children that are in 
school together in the early years. Elementary school can form some of the deepest bonds of our lives.  If this redistricting would separate 
children significantly, i would want that considered ahead of time. Can you create a way to fade through the school zones to see how disruptive it 
would be? The elementary school piece is crucial. Although elementary location was likely not considered- or if it was please share that. There is 
a real world impact that must be considered! Are there any areas that when transitioning from the lower grades  to the higher school that are 
split apart? or are there feeder elementary schools for each middle? And 2? middles for each high school?  The whole thing seems messy without 
alignment across the board. 
If i had to choose: 
Currently I like Middle school 3 and High school 5 lay out best, even though it would not benefit me. They make most sense. 
For High School, options 1-3: I think Jamestown should not have that large geographic gap between district areas. Option 5: is simple and it fixes 
those 2 odd little islands of exceptions on the map between Toano and Lafayette. Plus it will be community friendly to military members moving 
in to make easier determinations on where to purchase housing.  
For Middle School,  
option 1: The Hornsby area forms a large C around the Blair area, This seems inefficient for distance, gas, and time for bus drivers. Has there been 
a cost comparison done including those items?  
Option 2: This seems like a throw away choice given so that the other choices will look more appealing. I don't think anyone is fooled, this is 
obviously the worst choice of the 3. The separation of the geographic location  is not ideal. 
Option 3 seems more ideal, but not perfect. 
Has there been an economic impact study done? Everyone wants their kids to go to Jamestown High. The areas converted to that district will 
(almost assuredly) rise in value and the ones cut out will likely lose value. Which choice overall creates less loss in housing market impact. 
To recap: 
-please publish a site or tool that shows the transition/overlay from each elementary zone, to middle, to high school.  Ideally they would align. ( 
Each high school gets a middle school ( do we need another high school?) each middle school gets certain elementary schools.) 
-Please publish any cost analysis for buses/time/gas/other 
-Please publish any housing market economic impact studies done 
Thank You, Amanda 

75.  Parent Middle School - Options 1 and 2 are both viable.  Option 3 has too much inequity (Berkeley is at 226% the SES of Hornsby in this plan) 
High School - Please redistrict!  Options 4 and 5 are the best in terms of parity (which is something the high schools are clearly lacking at the 
moment); however, Options 1 through 3 are all better than the current zoning. 
Thank you all for all your time and effort.  We appreciate you looking out for the best interests of our children and our community! 



76.  Parent I watched  the entire meeting tonight on TV. I cannot believe that you would not present all of the options to the community for our opinions. 
That sounds very much like a dictator & yet you say you want the feedback from the community. I don’t think 3 of the board members actually 
want feedback. You sound like we don’t have a choice but to redistrict, but yet you tell us that we do & even the majority of the board does not 
want to redistrict at this time. The last option was to not re-district and a large number of people would choose that option. I cannot believe that 
you would have the audacity to suddenly say that only the first three options will be considered. You have four board members Who are against 
redistricting at least at this time. You say that you do not want to consider the option of building additions to the schools which would make the 
most sense. You say that you’re not asking for funds to build additions to the schools. ASK  for money for additions to the schools. You sound like 
that is not an option, but asking for money for an addition starting with Jamestown is actually a very viable option. Ms. Cook offered the option 
of only moving 9th graders. So that would mean that some families would have kids at 2 different high schools which would put an added burden 
on parental & students. I have 2 students who stayed up late watching the meeting & worrying about their futures instead of working on 
homework & instead of getting to bed on time for a good night’s rest. Now I’m up late too. Redistricting is very upsetting to parents & older kids. 
I think the making additions makes the most sense. Please do not limit our options because you want to do what you want to do. Thank you. 

77.  Parent As a parent of a rising junior and a rising freshman I'm very concerned that the district does not have the infrastructure in place to handle course 
requests that will be made in February 2018 for the Fall of 2018 in the event that the student is redistricted to another school.  I've been told, 
from a reliable source, that the district does not have the ability to electronically transfer the students requests to the "potential" new school 
which may preclude the student from getting the classes they have requested before they have filled.  I think all of this talk of redistricting the 
high schools should end until the board can assure the parents of the students that they can handle it administratively. 

78.  Parent I am a career military officer and during my 28 years of service to our Nation my children have made many sacrifices moving every two to three 
years.  I have now decided to retire here for the primary purpose of letting my oldest son complete his high school career at Warhill High School.  
For the first time he feels that he has some permanency and has made lasting friendships which he couldn’t enjoy before.  Moreover, he 
participates in Pathway Project which is unique to his high school experience specifically at Warhill.  If this initiative moves him to a different high 
school than Warhill my wife and I will be vocally opposed to this plan.  I feel like the “rug is being pulled from beneath us” as quickly as this is 
moving forward.  A concerned military parent. 

79.  Parent I live in Berkeley's Green neighborhood and my child will be attending Jamestown High School if no changes are made to her High School district. 
It is important to me for her to be able to walk, ride bike to school. I am newly widowed and her independence to get to and from school will be 
very helpful. She is in her third year at Hornsby (a good 20 to 25 minutes from our home) and we have had many complications with bus travel 
due to a head injury and subsequent noise induced migraines.  I ended up driving her to and from school for 8 months. Now with the death of her 
father, I am even more looking forward to having her in a school closer to our home so she can get there quickly either by bus or by foot. This 
may seem like a small thing to some, and I am sure many issues must be considered, but after 3 years of traveling to a school, I am counting on 
her high school being closer. I came to this web page to see if proposed maps were available for me to review, but I did not find them. Therefore, 
I am leaving my comments here now. Thank you. 



80.  Parent As a school board you are responsible for the Health, Safety, and Education of our students. 
HEALTH- As a National Certified Counselor, I am concerned about the mental health implications of uprooting middle and high school students 
during such a turbulent time of social development. Studies have consistently shown "life change" and "moving" as a major risk factors for 
anxiety and suicide ideation. It is a known fact that teenagers across our nation are currently facing a mental health crisis. I am a high school 
counselor and I work with students on a daily basis with clinical levels of depression and anxiety....many of them struggling with self-harming 
behaviors and suicide attempts. I believe it is crucial to keep as many students as possible in their local neighborhoods for stability and support. 
This makes PROXIMITY the number one priority over socio-economic factors. NEIGHBORHOODS need to stay together and we need to try to 
minimize the amount of stress and change in the lives of our youth. Schools that have more students in need of resources should receive 
additional support. When I interned as a school counselor at DJ Montague Elementary I saw they had several amazing programs established to 
help students....programs that were not available at Matoaka Elementary, where my own children attended school. I was not discouraged by the 
unequal distribution of resources or programs available to students at DJ. I was proud to help provide shoes, backpacks, school supplies....even 
Halloween costumes for students who didn't have one to wear at the annual Halloween parade. The team of counselors, social workers, school 
psychologists, and special education teachers were excellent and helped decrease the achievement gap at this title one school because resources 
were available to the students who needed them most. I am in favor of distributing extra resources and programs to the schools that have higher 
populations of need. 
SAFETY- I am concerned about the transportation of our students. We already have a major problem in our school division with lack of bus 
drivers and late buses. We need to focus on PROXIMITY so that we are not spending extra money on longer routes and additional drivers. This 
also becomes a safety issue, as longer bus rides increase the opportunity for bullying and other behavioral issues on the bus. My own family has 
already experienced a number of inappropriate incidents on the bus that had to be reported to the school administration. While I vote for 
delaying high school re-zoning, I also urge the board to consider the safety implications of having students drive twice or three times the distance 
of their current commute in order to attend another high school across town. We are just asking for accidents and safety concerns, especially for 
those having to travel down Centerville Road during early morning hours or late nights as they return from school events. Please protect our 
students by zoning them at the nearest school for their safety and the safety of others who live in our community. There is no need to create 
additional traffic throughout our county.  
EDUCATION- As mentioned previously, closing the achievement gap can be accomplished by providing additional resources for the students who 
need it most. EQUITABLE DOES NOT MEAN EQUAL! I urge you to develop equitable programming, giving all students the opportunity to receive a 
quality education and meet their full potential. The demographics do not have to be equalized across all schools in order for students to be 
successful. Students need to have ACCESS to support. If you want to see REAL CHANGE when it comes to test scores, graduation rates, etc., it 
starts with programming and resources....NOT a redistribution of students across the county. I hope you will consider all 3 of these factors and 
make PROXIMITY the PRIORITY over socioeconomic considerations. If our students are not mentally and emotionally HEALTHY and SAFE they will 
not perform well ACADEMICALLY. Please take a HOLISTIC APPROACH as you make decisions for our school division. Test scores are not the only 
thing that matters...let's develop the whole child and promote success beyond the classroom. 

81.  Parent I am a parent and staff member. I would like to see my neighborhood redistricted for middle school. We live in Powhatan Crossing, currently a 
35/40 minute bus ride to/from Hornsby. If my children ride the activity bus after school they are not home until after 6:00. This is unacceptable 
with two other middle schools much closer. Please redistrict Powhatan Crossing to James Blair or Berkeley. 

 

 



12/06/2017 to 1/25/2018 

 

1.  Parent I vote NO for redistricting. The idea that my children or that any child will travel for at least twice the distance they currently do to gain an 
education makes no sense. Especially when there is a school literally right down the street! Traveling at least twice the distance puts our children 
at greater risk for vehicle accidents, loss of valuable studying time/sleeping, time from sport activities, etc. and the transportation is expensive!! 
Our family saved a long time to purchase property here in Williamsburg. We were very careful where we wanted to move – finally did buy land 
where we did, we did so our growing family would eventually go to Jamestown (school broke ground 1997; purchased in the county 1997). Our 
lives the last 20 years have been focused around this school. We are thrilled our kids will graduate from Jamestown – a historic name, everyone 
will know, and our kids are proud to go there. Moving these children around the county will not increase their academic scores. Academic 
success comes from home life; Parents/guardians involvement with children AND with the school; and individual pride. Why can we not pour the 
additional funds needed into Lafayette? This is the original school here in Williamsburg and it does need much attention. Pool adults to tutor, 
parents to volunteer (we both work full-time ++ and continue to help our school even with our busy lives), teachers, volunteers, civic leaders -- 
everyone in the Community.  Plans now for the next High School need to be made. Somewhere near the Kingsmill area? Lastly, what is this going 
to do to my property value? My location is desired tremendously because of the school that is down the street (Matoaka and Jamestown). We 
work very hard to provide for our family and their success and expect the School Board will make rational decisions based on sound judgment 
and logic. 

2.  Parent Not in favor of redistricting 

3.  Parent Thank you for your work in looking at different redistricting options. I agree with the priorities of having socio-economic diversity in each school, 
while maintaining neighborhoods together and minimizing unnecessary change for our students.  Keeping these priorities in mind, I strongly 
oppose HS option #3 as it splits up my neighborhood community into two different schools (I live in Kingsmill). We are a community and not just 
a demographic. I also oppose option #5 as it affects the greatest number of homes and brings change to many families...which could lead to a 
spike in tradition related issues. 

4.  Staff 
Member 

Middle School Option #2 seems to have the smallest number of students at Berkeley Middle School, of the three options.  Smaller population 
would greatly help the situation at Berkeley as it is the oldest of the four middle schools. 

5.  Staff 
Member 

As a staff member the most important thing to me is class size equity. There will always been some inequity between schools and programs 
within schools, but when students consistently have the same teacher-student ratio there is less inequity in the instructional time and resource 
availability. Due to this, I believe middle school map option #1 and high school map option #5. Middle school map option #3 has the same 
amount of difference in utilization but has a better balance of low-SES students. High school map option #5 has a perfect balance of low-SES 
students with only a 1% difference in utilization. I understand that more students will be traveling past their closest schools in both maps chosen 
but there are plenty of successful students and schools around the country that do this! 

6.  Parent 1. High Schools should not be redistricted until a long term plan is in place.  This is not a solution it is merely a Band-Aid and our students should 
not have to be put through any unnecessary strain without a long term solution in place.  Student safety should be a top concern and it isn't if 
you proceed with redistricting at this time (dark roads, early start, traffic congestion, etc.).  2. Jamestown has never felt overcrowded and the 
students of JHS are not the ones complaining.  3. Focus on coming up with a better plan that includes a new High School with a vo-tech program 
and governor’s school close by so our kids don't have to go so far away. 4.  Before redistricting can occur things like later school start times, 
expansion of Centerville Rd (to address additional traffic burdens) and fixing the capacity and safety of the Lafayette parking lot need to be 
addressed.  WJCC is so far behind the nation on addressing the early start time issues for teens even though the research screams loudly for this 
to be addressed.  5. I think it has been very misleading to the public in general that as the maps were displayed the option to not redistrict at all 



at this time was not presented.  Even though the school board vote was in favor of not redistricting the high schools at this time, the way it was 
presented was that the only options were the ones presented.  It seemed to be an abuse of power by the chair and a not so transparent delivery 
to the public.  Very disappointing.  I applaud the school board members who have recognized a rush to redistrict at this time is not in the best 
interest of the WJCC schools. 6. You asked about "cottages/portables/barracks"  I think they are a viable solution until a more permanent long 
term solution can be implemented.  Since many schools in the WJCC area have used them in the past to say that it is an issue now is a bit 
hypocritical.  Thank you for your service to the WJCC Schools.  Please do not redistrict the high schools at this time.  Work to come up with a long 
term strategic plan that everyone can get behind and support as a community. 

7.  Parent I attended the 7:00 middle school redistricting meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 5 and was surprised to learn that my neighborhood, Ford's Colony, was 
affected in every option presented. Since my youngest just started 6th grade at Hornsby this year and is thriving and very happy under the watch 
of the current staff, I would like to see considered that one of the options should at least reflect Ford's Colony still districted for Hornsby Middle 
School. This option will include combining Powhatan Secondary and Governor's Land as two neighborhoods who would attend James Blair 
Middle. After all, they are geographically closer to James Blair than Hornsby. Otherwise, I think that an option to consider is to "grandfather" the 
children who are already attending their school and to only start with the neighborhoods affected with changing by having their rising 6th 
graders attend James Blair after it opens. 

8.  Parent I know this has been discussed a lot, but I wanted to tell you how strongly my wife and I support the idea of diversity in our schools.  We have 
three kids, two in Hornsby headed to Lafayette and one at JBB and it is very important to us that our kids experience an environment where they 
meet others who are not in their same economic, racial, ethnic, etc. demographic.  This makes our kids better people and makes our community 
stronger.  Thank you. Eric 

9.  Staff 
Member 

I am all of the above. I concerned parent, staff member, resident We did a lot of  soul searching as to where we wanted to live based on the 
schools our girls would go to.  Most people move into where they want their children to go to HS.  Many people have built homes and have lived 
life times in the school zones they want. Please take this into consideration.  You will cause people to move and uproot their families because 
education is very important!! We need to tell this town to stop building.  I have been here for 16 years and it has changed so much from a 
beautiful history town to a busy, crime increasing city.  It’s taking away from the beauty it once was.  Figure out a way to make the least amount 
of change for the sake of the families that call WJCC home 

10.  Parent The presentation of Map/Option #3 is factually incorrect.  The slides in the presentation, and comments by the narrator, both say that Option #3 
would not result in any additional split neighborhoods.  PLEASE LOOK AT THE MAP AND SEE THAT THE KINGSMILL NEIGHBORHOOD WOULD, 
INDEED, BE SPLIT ALMOST IN HALF. In Option #3, only the front portion of the Kingsmill Neighborhood moves to Lafayette.  The rest of the 
neighborhood stays with Jamestown...clearly the definition of neighborhood split.  I think this is a terrible idea and the least attractive option.  
Based on this clear error, I'm also not sure how much confidence I have in any of the research compiled and data presented by the consultant. 

11.  Parent Of the options presented to the School Board, the two best options are Option 3 and Option 6. I can and do support both of these. Option 3's 
advantages: 1. High School Option 3 alleviates overcrowding at Jamestown and generates the same socio-economic results as High School 
Options 1 and 2, but involves moving fewer students overall: 94 students, as opposed to 113 for High School Option 1 and 134 for High School 
Option 2. Because High School Option 3 allows the School Board to achieve its goals while minimizing student disruption, its superiority to the 
other Options seems rather apparent.  2. High School Option 3 does not involve increased travel for the redistricted students, whereas High 
School Options 1 and 2 do involve increased travel for redistricted students. The distance from the Kingsmill clubhouse to Jamestown High School 
is about 10 miles, and the distance from the Kingsmill clubhouse to Lafayette High School is also about 10 miles (as can easily be verified on 
Google Maps). High School Option 1 would require Greensprings Plantation and Greensprings West students to travel twice as far as they 
currently travel (again, easily verified on Google Maps using the addresses of their clubhouses). High School Option 2 would require Powhatan 
Secondary students to travel more than twice as far as they currently travel. Avoiding increased travel will alleviate strain on the bus system, save 



on fuel costs, and limit the amount of travel risk to which students are exposed. Although Option 3 is, for these reasons, the best of the options 
that involve redistricting, I also believe that a good case can be made for Option 6, in which the current districts are maintained. The longevity for 
every one of the options being considered by the school board is "poor." That is to say, any fixes introduced by this redistricting will be quickly 
undone, probably within two to three years, and all the disruption experienced by redistricted students will have been in vain. If any of the 
proposed redistrictings had a longevity of "good" or even "fair," that option would immediately become the best, as it would actually solve our 
problems rather than just papering them over for a brief period. The fact that every one of the options has a longevity of poor suggests that the 
School Board might be trying to solve through redistricting a problem that cannot be solved through redistricting; it can only be solved through 
increased capacity. Some have characterized a vote for Option 6 as a vote to "do nothing," but that is not true. To vote for Option 6 is to say that 
we are using the wrong tool for the job here, and that we need to find the right tool. As regards Option 5, I cannot see how the School Board 
would contemplate moving 20-25 percent of a high school's currently enrolled students when the longevity for the option is "poor." Such a 
massive movement could only be justified if the redistricting was sustainable for a considerable period of time. If this Option's longevity were 
better, I would probably prefer it to the others. There are two other issues that I would like to address. The first was the possibility of phasing in 
the redistricting by allowing all students currently enrolled in high school to remain at their schools, and to begin the redistricting with rising 
ninth graders. That would be acceptable, I think, to a broad array of people, and it might help to bring the School Board and the community 
together on this issue. If the School Board adopts Option Three, the phasing would require only a single bus or two to implement. As for why 
phasing of all currently enrolled students is desirable: redistricting will hurt the chances of currently enrolled students to gain admission to 
college. For this reason, the redistricting of currently enrolled high schoolers is a far more serious matter than the redistricting of currently 
enrolled middle schoolers or grade schoolers. Students applying to college need letters of recommendation from guidance counselors who know 
them well--without good, detailed, letters, the students' chances for admission drop. Redistricted students will have to get letters either from 
counselors at their new schools who do not know them much, or from counselors at their old schools who have not seen them in years. Either 
way, the redistricted students are put at a serious disadvantage through no fault of their own. Second, to gain admission to colleges (and for their 
intellectual development more generally), students need to have sustained participation in extra-curricular activities. But the extra-curricular 
activities available at each high school are quite different--clubs that exist at one school do not exist at another. Teams are already full. Currently 
enrolled high students who are redistricted will be forced to abandon activities and interests into which they have invested much time and effort, 
and they will be unable to demonstrate the sustained participation that colleges want to see in their applicants. Thirdly and lastly, colleges want 
students who demonstrate leadership and have held leadership positions--club president, team captain, and so on. Redistricted students will 
have to abandon leadership positions that they worked hard to attain; and as new arrivals in a different schools, they will not have the time to 
work their way up the ladder once again. Bottom line: to currently enrolled high schoolers with aspirations to attend college, redistricting means 
something far worse than just the loss of friends or adolescent angst. It means, regardless of which school you are moved from or which school 
you are moved to, a more limited future, and for that reason, the School Board should make every effort to make certain that redistricting begins 
with rising ninth graders, and that all currently enrolled high schoolers are permitted to finish out their careers where they started. The second 
issue was the possibility of delaying the high school redistricting by a year, or postponing a decision until next year. Such a delay or a 
postponement is a non-starter. When the School Board started this process, it said that the process would be completed no later than February 
2018; therefore, the process needs to end no later than February 2018. We teach our children and students to keep their word; we expect their 
leaders on the School Board to do the same. 

12.  Parent The Meadows has been redistricted three times since our family has lived here (for elementary, middle, and high school).  Each change has had a 
significant impact on our children. Please do not redistrict neighborhoods that have already had to go through this process more than once!! 

13.  Parent I live in Kingsmill and object to the high school redistricting plan that moves the Kingsmill neighborhood from Jamestown to Lafayette because 
this plan is inconsistent with the goals of having kids go to the closest school and is inconsistent with the goals of socio-economic diversity.  
Lafayette is two miles further than Jamestown which may not seem like much, but Kingsmill kids already have to travel almost 12 miles to 



Jamestown.  The trip to Lafayette would require new drivers to travel on two of the most congested stretches in the county - 199 and Longhill 
Road.  VDOT's plan to expand Longhill Road in the next few years will make traffic worse before it gets better.  It seems the more prudent plan 
would be to expand capacity at Jamestown or redistrict neighborhoods that have a reasonable alternate route to Lafayette via Centerville Road.  
If families attending Jamestown object to the school being over-capacity, these families have the option of having their children apply for the 
STEM program at Warhill. In regards to socio-economic diversity, it is very short sighted by the school board to use this a key factor at the High 
School level when the district has two of the most non-socio-economically  diverse elementary schools in the state, namely Matoaka and 
Stonehouse.  If the school board is serious about achieving socio-economic diversity it should start by redistricting the elementary schools.  
Likewise, Option 3 for high school redistricting may achieve a rebalancing of socio-economic diversity with the numbers, but it is really form over 
substance in that it separates the Kingsmill and Grove Communities.  The Kingsmill and Grove communities are together a socio-economically 
diverse population.  These children attend school together and ride buses together from grades K through 8 and currently through high school.  
Option 3 separates these two groups at the high school level and would separate any bonds the children have formed.  Therefore, any benefits of 
socio-economic diversity achieved at the elementary and middle school levels would be defeated for these children. 

14.  Parent MS redistricting option 3 is the one I support. 

15.  Parent My kids attend Jamestown HS .  Don't change that. 

16.  Parent I understand that the Middle Schools need to be redistricted because of a new school.  Leave the High Schools alone!  Enough with you people 
screwing around with maps in the name of equality.  It's NEVER GOING TO BE EQUAL.  Want a better school for your kid? WORK HARDER and 
achieve it!   This particular goat rope does not involve our neighborhood this time.  However, it does involve friends in neighborhoods and 
relationships that our child has had since 1st grade.    You're so busy being politically correct you've lost sight of the concept of COMMUNITY 
SCHOOLS.   I have no illusion that our school board has any interest in the wants or needs of the people it has been elected to SERVE, but that's 
my two cents. 

17.  Parent I say NO to map 5! My son is in his second year of high school at Warhill and has made friends and is adjusted to Warhill. This should not be 
happening to either middle schools or high schools! Leave it alone as option map 1! 

18.  Parent Your provided high school redistricting data is grossly different than other sources. The VDOE has Lafayette as the highest with 33.47%. While 
Greatschools.org and other national high school trackers (like USNEWS) have the Lafayette HS as highest with 32%. The enrollment numbers 
don't match either, and show LHS at 39%. Where did that number come from and why is way off from available sources. With a Williamsburg 
James City county average of 30% that is not a valid redistrict criteria. The VA SES average is above 41% and the national average is about 50%. 
Our county is very low compared to others. Redistricting is not justified by SES as moving several hundred students to move the needle a couple 
of percentage points doesn't even look good on paper. With the wasted time and resources it has a perception of fraud, waste, and abuse.   As 
far as enrollment numbers: No sources match either. It appears Lafayette could have more students to balance those numbers, but you need to 
provide real numbers. There are lots options to move head counts such as denying waiver requests from students in Lafayette HS zone. I feel as if 
the data provided has been misrepresented or is not actual numbers. You owe the community not to vote until issues resolved and other options 
provided. 

19.  Parent When I moved my family to Williamsburg five years ago, I chose to buy in the Greensprings West subdivision SPECIFICALLY because of its location 
and proximity to JHS. With three children getting ready to enter high school (two of whom are currently juniors) and knowing they were only a 
few years away from driving themselves, proximity to the school was paramount. MANY people choose the development they live in based on 
the schools nearest them. In addition, it makes no sense to bus kids yo farther schools, which would clearly  tax an already burdened bus system! 

20.  Parent Your provided high school redistricting data is grossly different than other sources. The VDOE has Lafayette as the highest with 33.47%. While 
Greatschools.org and other national high school trackers (like USNEWS) have the Lafayette HS as highest with 32%. The enrollment numbers 
don't match either, and show LHS at 39%. Where did that number come from and why is way off from available sources. With a Williamsburg 



James City county average of 30% that is not a valid redistrict criteria. The VA SES average is above 41% and the national average is about 50%. 
Our county is very low compared to others. Redistricting is not justified by SES as moving several hundred students to move the needle a couple 
of percentage points doesn't even look good on paper. With the wasted time and resources it has a perception of fraud, waste, and abuse.   As 
far as enrollment numbers: No sources match either. It appears Lafayette could have more students to balance those numbers, but you need to 
provide real numbers. There are lots options to move head counts such as denying waiver requests from students in Lafayette HS zone. I feel as if 
the data provided has been misrepresented or is not actual numbers. You owe the community not to vote until issues resolved and other options 
provided. 

21.  Parent We, as a family, believe if we live within a mile (actually 1.1 miles) of a school our kids should attend that school.  We can hear the band 
practicing from our house and the kids can ride their bikes.   Especially for my son who will be a senior in the potential year of HS redistricting.  
We live in Monticello Woods and will likely be redistricted for MS, which we agree is the right thing to do as Hornsby MS is quite a drive, but 
Jamestown HS is too close to home to be redistricted.  Thank you for your consideration. 

22.  Parent Considering that the longevity is “poor” for all of the options, I urge delaying redistricting until facilities exist—either through additions to existing 
schools or through the completion of a fourth high school—to do a one-time major redistricting with at least “good” longevity.  That major 
redistricting should prioritize achieving greater socio-economic balance among the schools.  The current Option #5 would serve as a good model, 
but its poor longevity cannot possibly justify dislocating more than 700 students, nor the administrative efforts and costs involved in doing so, 
especially with a major middle-school redistricting taking place concurrently.  Although it is clear that the district will soon face a real capacity 
crisis in the high schools, we should avoid overstating the current capacity issues at Jamestown.  Few seniors take full course loads, so the 
number of students in the school at any given time is often well below the number actually enrolled.  We have a few years, in other words, in 
which to come up with a lasting, equitable redistricting plan. Under Options 1-3, redistricting now—at least without a phase-in option—cannot 
possibly justify the academic or emotional costs to this year’s ninth through eleventh graders who will be made to change schools.  The small 
gains under these three options cannot rationalize harming the  prospects of students already enrolled at Jamestown, especially because the 
most immediate consequence of this redistricting for Lafayette students will be increased crowding at their school, which is no benefit at all.  A 
phased-in approach would allow students currently enrolled at Jamestown to finish their high-school careers there, while allowing the District 
increased time to plan for what could be a 10% increase in the size of Lafayette’s student body.  Students who are redistricted mid-high school 
will lose the opportunity to forge extended relationships with faculty members and guidance counselors.  Their ability to receive strong letters of 
recommendation for college depend on those extended relationships.  Athletes will also have ties broken with coaches, coaches who can help 
with college recruitment and who often play important support roles in students’ lives, whether or not those students are college-bound.  When 
students switch schools, they will be jeopardizing their opportunities to assume leadership roles on teams and in clubs—again, important 
elements of their college or job applications as well as their personal development.  Thus, in light of the “poor” longevity rating given to all of the 
options, I would emphasize the follow points: 1. Delay redistricting until facilities exist—either through additions to existing schools or through 
the completion of a fourth high school—to do a one-time major redistricting with at least “good” longevity. 2. The School Board should 
determine immediately to delay redistricting until adequate facilities exist.  By extending the uncertainty for another year, the School Board will 
only heighten students’ already considerable anxiety, anxiety that is impinging upon their academic performance and emotional well-being.  3. 
Should you decide to redistrict, adopt a phase-in plan, so that no child who is currently enrolled in grades 9 through 11 will be required to change 
schools.  For Options 1-3, this would involve just one additional bus route, an expense that is amply justified by the benefits to the students who 
will be allowed to finish high school where they started.  4. Should you decide to redistrict, chose the option that will influence the fewest 
number of students possible.  5. Aim to avoid redistricting neighborhoods that have already been redistricted multiple times in the past decade. 

23.  Parent Prefer middle school option 1 and high school option 1 



24.  Community 
Member 

Greensprings and Powhatan Secondary should not be redistricted to Lafayette because the kids in these neighborhoods have known each other 
since kindergarten. It would stink if they were separated, and also the sports teams would be very unbalanced. 

25.  Community 
Member 

I am currently a freshman student at Jamestown High School. Most of my fellow students are becoming more nervous about this redistricting 
because we are used to Jamestown and the familiarity helps us be more confident with our schoolwork. We appreciate the education we receive 
and we love attending our school. I believe that it would be easier to stay at our current schools than to go through the redistricting process. 

26.  Community 
Member 

I am currently a freshman student at Jamestown High School. Most of my fellow students are becoming more nervous about this redistricting 
because we are used to Jamestown and the familiarity helps us be more confident with our schoolwork. We appreciate the education we receive 
and we love attending our school. I believe that it would be easier to stay at our current schools than to go through the redistricting process. 

27.  Community 
Member 

if you redone no one will be happy 

28.  Community 
Member 

i attended Lafayette my freshman year. it was a decent school, but the people there are terrible, along with some of the staff. the staff made me 
feel unimportant and they didn’t put in much effort to make sure i was learning right, even while i had a concussion and a doctor note saying to 
help me understand information more. the people at Lafayette are rude and immature and have no morals and no fears to post whatever they 
want. they made hate pages for me and bullied me for my entire year, to the point where i had to switch my schedule and lunch around so i 
wasn’t around any of them. i was going home every day crying , and trying to find excuses to miss school the next day. i transferred to 
Jamestown this summer , and my experience has been better. my grades are good, the people here are respectable and nice, and the teachers 
and staff are very nice and welcoming. i didn’t feel like the new kid i felt like i was a part of a new family. i believe that switching school districts 
around , such as moving my neighborhood (Powhatan secondary) to Lafayette would be a bad idea. since i attended Lafayette, i know the type of 
kids who would fit in there, and my neighborhood is definitely not one of them. Jamestown is the suitable school for this neighborhood. you guys 
stated in the video that if you didn’t redistribute anyone, the schools would come to become more even in capacity. we should stick with the 
current zones, and not mess with the flow of the schools. 

29.  Parent I am in favor of HS Option 5. 

30.  Parent Based on your briefing none of these options help the real problem of school capacity and all plans were briefed as being poor for longevity.  As I 
understand the major drive for this initiative was an attempt to balance the SES status in a belief that the schools needed to have greater 
diversity yet all but option 5 create a relatively insignificant shift to diversity (3%) while pulling kids from schools that have built a history in to 
drive across town. This initiative has been a mystery to me as most people agree that the current issue is not diversity but capacity.  None of 
these options deal with the long term issue facing our district which is that our overall population will soon exceed the space available for 
students and teachers to learn in an environment conducive to effective learning.  The Virginia Gazette has published several articles on our 
school system and all three schools received ratings that were within a point of each other from the state and all three have similar rates for 
graduation and college attendance.  All three schools have average SOL ratings and none really stand out as shining stars.  As a parent I think the 
best option is to leave the high school districts alone and look at ways to improve school capacity.  We have advance classes like Spanish 4 
without instructors, overly large class populations, and kids from all walks of life who seem to think school is not worth their time so other kids 
have to drive across town to attend AP classes because the demand at their school is insufficient to warrant a class.  We also have a rising ELL 
population with limited skilled instructors to help them integrate into society.  How will moving kids around and destroying  current community 
ties to schools help rectify those situations. As a parent I cannot support option 1 or 5 since they send my kids across town to achieve a minor SES 
adjustment (1) or a mega student shift to balance the three schools (5).  Neither resolve the issues of school capabilities and both seem to push 
more capacity onto Lafayette which has the least motivated student body already.  2 and 3 work out for my family but both achieve the same 
minimum changes and place more burden on Lafayette. Leave the districts alone and focus on the real problems all three schools face which is 
capacity. 



31.  Staff 
Member 

Although I am a parent of a 7th grader, my greatest concern is not my own child. I support any rezoning that balances equality and opportunities 
for ALL WJCC students. I also fully support looking at the data to rezone the high schools. 

32.  Parent Option 5 of the redistricting options looks the most equitable for diversity. Separately, I'm finding the response survey difficult to locate. 

33.  Community 
Member 

Option 6 is the most equitable for the majority of the students. Doing anything else is putting a bandage on the problem. 

34.  Community 
Member 

I strongly favor option 6 for high school redistricting. Proximity to schools should be a major factor and it makes no sense for Greensprings 
Plantation not to attend Jamestown High. I do not want young drivers having to travel further distances especially early in the morning when it 
can still be dark. 

35.  Community 
Member 

Considering the close proximity to Jamestown High School, the transportation time is tripled to move Greensprings West.  Request the map stay 
as is for our community. 

36.  Parent Thank you for the opportunity to respond. I think the School Board has done well in providing multiple options to display to the community. I 
know the final choice will not be favorable to some but a difficult decision has to be made to maintain the strong educational system we have in 
JCC. Good Work! 

37.  Parent My children are still several years from attending high school, so I don't have an emotional attachment to one high school over another. Looking 
at the four high school options objectively, option 5 makes the most sense in terms of balance and contiguous borders. Personally, I think the 
small "islands" found in options 1-3 (Lafayette islands in the Warhill zone and vice versa) are bizarre. As I was watching the presentation, I was 
hoping for an option that would make those go away and make the borders more contiguous. Option 5 accomplished both of these, in addition 
to balancing both socio-economic diversity and overall capacity. Ultimately, option 5 makes the most sense for a variety of reasons. Obviously 
the criticism for option 5 will be that it displaces the most number of students. This is true, but if part of the criteria is to redistrict for the long-
term, then displacing students will need to happen eventually. There are two choices in this regard: 1) displace fewer students now, then go 
through the same process again relatively soon; 2) displace more students now and delay going through the process further into the future (at 
which time the set boundaries will be more contiguous, potentially making another re-districting effort less painful for those impacted). I 
acknowledge it is easier for me to say all this as an objective observer. This would certainly be more difficult if I had a child in high school who 
would be required to move to another school. Changing schools may be positive for some who are not having a good experience in their current 
school. However, for those families and students who have built positive relationships and social networks in their current schools, I understand 
this is a very difficult process. 

38.  Parent My child will not be impacted by any of the proposed options, so perhaps it is unfair of me to comment about what I think others should do and 
feel. Nonetheless, I cannot agree with the vehement opposition some have to the various plans. My viewpoint is informed by 5 
considerations/observations: 1. This is a decent school system all the way around, and no one school has the best of everything nor the worst of 
everything. Each has strengths and weaknesses. It's hard to go wrong, in my opinion. 2. Hard to go wrong because so much of a student's success 
is what the student puts into it, how he/she manages adversity, and how parents and mentors can support the student. 3. It's impossible to have 
neighborhood schools when 7 schools (including all 3 high schools) have been built along or adjacent to the Centerville Road Corridor. That 
necessarily means that a huge percentage of the rest of the city/county cannot go to a neighborhood school or even one particularly close to 
them. (But again, this is Williamsburg, nothing's all that far away.) The question everyone has to answer is why is it OK for me to demand that I 
go to a particular school and not others. 4. Kids are resilient. Just ask a military kid or anyone who has experienced a move. They will make new 
friendships in the new school. They will maintain the friendships they have because -- again, this is Williamsburg -- they will cross paths in the 
many sports, music and other enrichment activities around the area. My kid's best friends from preschool split up into 5 different elementary 
schools but they are all still friends, 6 years later, because they (and their parents) have made it a priority to keep in touch, even while they have 
made new friends in their neighborhoods and at their schools. 5. I grew up in the area and went to Lafayette when there was only one high 



school. The mix of demographics, socioeconomic conditions, educational support, etc., didn't mean that everything was sunlight and puppies 
every day, but it did mean we were all exposed to a variety of conditions and situations. It soaked in from that constant exposure that people are 
different, have different priorities, different goals, different burdens. Some who were most like me didn't necessarily look like me. And some who 
were very different from me did. I had to get to know them as people to understand that, an opportunity I might not have had in a school (or an 
elementary-middle-high school track) that did not expose me to our community's rich diversity. 

39.  Parent I attended the 7:00 middle school redistricting meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 5 and was surprised to learn that my neighborhood, Ford's Colony, was 
affected in every option presented. Since my youngest just started 6th grade at Hornsby this year and is thriving and very happy under the watch 
of the current staff, I would like to see considered that one of the options should at least reflect Ford's Colony still districted for Hornsby Middle 
School. This option will include combining Powhatan Secondary and Governor's Land as two neighborhoods who would attend James Blair 
Middle. After all, they are geographically closer to James Blair than Hornsby. Otherwise, I think that an option to consider is to "grandfather" the 
children who are already attending their school and to only start with the neighborhoods affected with changing by having their rising 6th 
graders attend James Blair after it opens. 

40.  Community 
Member 

It is important that there is equality in all of the high schools. Lafayette HS students must have the SAME academic opportunities as Warhill and 
Jamestown.  There must be equal diversity in all of the schools. It shouldn't matter where you live or your background, all of the schools must be 
equal in all areas. To not ensure equality in all areas is to not do your part to make this a better country and give the students an opportunity to 
have a good and prosperous life. 

41.  Parent As a parent I look forward to MS Map 1 or 2 and HS map 5. I will have one child in CBB and right now my older child is zoned for Lafayette.  In the 
case of an emergency,  It would be great to have both children within 3 minutes of each other instead of one being over 10 minutes away not 
including traffic. It appears more efficient for buses routes and fuel as well. 

42.  Parent Option #5 

43.  Parent It is clear as day that the 39% vs 20% socioeconomic imbalance between Jamestown and Lafayette is by no mistake.  How a liberal based school 
administration allows this to happen over the years clearly indicates its true colors, or in this situation, lack thereof.  This parent would be 
interested to know the demographic of those 100 some odd students who are zoned to Lafayette and were awarded a waiver approved by 
school administrators to attend Jamestown.  This unknowing parent will go on a limb and suggest that the elimination of waivers would help 
correct the imbalances both socioeconomic and overcrowding.  just saying. 

44.  Parent Please do what is RIGHT for ALL students, not what is EASY! Demographics trends in WJCC are seeing an increase of diverse student population. 
The WJCC public schools bear the responsibility to address these disparities.  How will WJCC respond to the challenge of demographics, and the 
opportunities presented by increased diverse population? WJCC should strive to improve school quality throughout the entire WJCC school 
system, to better serve ALL students. This is NOT the current case. US News & World Report : Jamestown H.S.  29th in Virginia, 887 Nationally, 
Lafayette H.S. unranked, Warhill H.S. unranked. 

45.  Parent First, I understand the need to redistrict the middle schools in our county, but I do feel that there should be some exceptions. From what I heard, 
if you want your child to stay in their current school and not move to their new school, you'd have to pay $3,000.00. First, that's steep, but I 
would like to make a suggestion regarding this. For 2018-2019 8th graders that have been in their current middle schools since the 6th grade, 
why not waive that fee? These kids have been in their current school for 2 years and it's cruel to make them leave their school in their final year 
of middle school. They are going to face a huge change when they have to go to high school so why make them go through something that 
stressful 2 years in a row by changing their middle school? Also, Toano parents have invested in uniforms and sweatshirts. My child doesn't 
outgrow things too fast so we are able to use some clothes from the previous school year. I just think next school year's 8th graders should be 
exempt from any fee's if they want to stay in their school for their last year. 



46.  Parent I think the options that take more high school children farther away from their 1st and 2nd closest schools are very dangerous. More children are 
driving at the high school level and studies proof teens don’t get enough sleep. So having more tired teens on the road driving to a farther high 
school is like playing Russian ruler. Too dangerous for everyone. Keep the high school teens closest to their high school. 

47.  Community 
Member 

I oppose redistricting maps No. 1 & No. 5 

48.  Parent I prefer Kingsmill to stay within Jamestown High School District. 

49.  Staff 
Member 

Dear School Board Members, My older son graduated from LHS and, due to redistricting, my twins graduated from WHS.   I taught at LHS, my 
alma mater, for eight years until being transferred (against my wishes) to JHS, where I have been since it opened.   My children and I did not 
always have a choice of where to be, however in every case we have made the best of our location.    I do understand the fear and discomfort of 
change.  I am deeply concerned about the current enrollment splits for our three high schools.   For a school to be at 111% capacity makes things 
difficult for both students and teachers.  It is fortunate that we have room in the other two schools.   As important, the differences in SES,  39 – 
20 = 19%,  is quite dramatic.   We should have a balance of student population at every school.   The equality of our learning environments 
should be a high priority. I want to thank the three school board members who are looking out for ALL of our WJCC students by attempting to 
balance both capacity and SES in all three high schools.    I certainly hope that we will move forward on much needed high school redistricting. 
Sincerely, Tanja Howell , MAT 

50.  Community 
Member 

It is a poor, unwise decision to redistrict the high schools at this time. It’s just going to move Children around and disrupt neighborhoods without 
solving the problem. A solution should be one that lasts more than one or two years. 

51.  Community 
Member 

Let's stay the same - Option 6 

52.  Parent My youngest child will be a Senior in the coming 2018-19 school year. She is involved in many aspects of school life (DECA, Key Club, Honors & 
Women's Choir). She has an IEP & works  well with her teachers. The only option that may affect her is Option #5, where the county is striated 
and would move her to another high school. I think moving ANY Senior from their respective high school is a poor idea. These students have 
worked very hard in all the programs that they attend whether it be sports, music, theatre, art, etc. Although I have heard the term 
"grandfathered" bandied about, it seems no one is willing to commit to this possibility. I am in great hopes that the Board does not rush to 
judgement on this item. I feel much more community involvement is needed. Thank you for this opportunity to express some of my views. I look 
forward to working with you all. Together we can make a difference, let's just make sure it is the most positive one we can attain. 

53.  Parent I am a parent of a Berkeley Middle Schooler and a James River Elementary student. We live in Kingsmill. While overall I am pleased with the 
possible redistricting maps, I have a very strong concern. In one of the high school maps, Kingsmill is divided into two separate high schools 
(Jamestown and Lafayette). My husband and I are strongly opposed to this option for several reasons, the main one being that kids who are 
friends and who carpool to school and/or events together will be no longer able to do so. I am a working parent, and I often rely on carpooling 
from families in our neighborhood to get my kids to school events and sports on time. Please take this into consideration and do not split up a 
close-knit community. Thank you. Sincerely, Julie Leach 

54.  Community 
Member 

Either Options 2 or 3 present a fair solution for our community.  There is no reason overloaded schools should add trailers just to satisfy local 
residents, while Lafayette is below full enrollment. 

55.  Parent All students in James City County deserve equal access to the county’s resources.  Under-enrolling Lafayette High School – a trend that is 
projected to continue, with yearly increases into 2028 – will effectively divert resources to schools with a higher attendance, thereby limiting 
Lafayette students’ access to a range of classes.   Particularly at the high school level, resources matter tremendously, both to college-bound 
students and to those with other post-graduation plans, for these are the years of schooling that largely determine an individual’s post-graduate 
opportunities.  Enrollment numbers affect the array of classes that will be offered; current students at Lafayette are at a disadvantage in terms of 



special needs classes and AP classes alike.  If all of the county’s students matter equally to the School Board, then I urge the school board’s 
members to vote for a redistricting plan that achieves the goal of greater parity, bot in terms of enrollment numbers and in terms of socio-
economic balance. 

56.  Parent Hello, I currently have a  son attending Toano Middle School. We live in the Villages of Westminster and have lived there for 15 years, several 
years before he was born. In all three suggested Middle School redistricting maps, we do not stay with Toano for his 8th grade year. This is 
disheartening. We have had an amazing experience at Toano and my son has thrived in the environment. He is a Visions student and has 
maintained great grades and had wonderful teachers. Many of his friends are from the Storehouse area and therefore they will be split up no 
matter which option is chosen. I strongly support the Middle School Map 3 redistricting option. I support this option because it puts us going to 
our most convenient and closest location. Option 3 would also put us into a school with others that my son would know.  We would be a proud 
new family of the newly opened James Blair. Map 3 would also merge him into a new school where he would have friends being brought over 
from other schools to James Blair. I support this option because I believe that it would put him in an environment where he would not be starting 
all over again socially. I worry about his social acceptance and happiness and ultimately the impact on his grades that this move may have. Even 
though he will have to leave many Toano friends behind, option 3 places him at James Blair where he would know at least a few people, which 
would be very important for my child who is quiet, shy, and finds making new friends difficult. I ask that you please consider this option because 
it would be socially the best option for my son as well as put us attending the closest WJCC Middle School to our neighborhood. Thank you for 
your consideration, Heather 

57.  Parent High School Option 3 is presented as 'No Additional Neighborhood Splits' WHEN THE MAP CLEARLY SHOWS THAT THE KINGSMILL 
NEIGHBORHOOD IS SPLIT IN HALF. This option clearly splits a neighborhood and I feel is a huge negative.  HIGH SCHOOL OPTION 3 IS THE MOST 
UNAPPEALING. Thank you. 

58.  Parent I think the board has done and is doing a great job. The addition of a new middle school has required a redistricting of the middle schools and I 
think all the 3 options provided are fairly reasonable. Option 2 breaks the geographic continuity of the school zones and so creates more logistics 
problems and so is the one that I would support the least. As for the high schools, as I had written in a  previous comment, before seeing the 
proposed maps, I think the district would be better off waiting to see how and where the students population grows and to be able to consider 
options to increase the  schools capacity or even build a new high school. The proposed maps for the high school redistricting confirm my initial 
thoughts. The firm that has produced the redistricting maps has estimated that in the next 10 year there will an increase from the total school 
population of 3784 to 4273, about 13% or 489 students. None of the options provides a solution for such a strong growth. Currently all the school 
are less than 180 students away from full capacity. This is indicative of a undersized capacity that cannot be resolved by just shuffling students 
around. Even after all the reshuffling most if not all the high schools would be at 97% capacity, i.e. over the capacity for which they were 
designed and could easily go over 100% every year just due some small fluctuations of the students population. This is a very paltry gain 
compared to the current situation at the price of a lot of stress and anguish for the students that would be required to change school in the 
middle of their curriculum. I really don't think it's worth the price also considering that very likely the issue might have to be reconsidered in just 
a few years. If there were a redistricting now it is likely that a high school student might be forced to change school twice during the course of 
her/his HS career.  The advantages of waiting are: 1) It minimizes stress and anguish to students and parents; 2) It allows the district to get a 
better understanding of the student population growth patterns that are starting to be seen in the county as a consequence of very recent 
housing developments; 3) It allows to consider the real solution to the current HS overpopulation: addition of HS capacity by either expanding 
current HSs or building a new where most needed. In summary, when it comes to the HSs the real problem is under-capacity. Redistricting HSs 
now doesn't solve the problem. Let's wait. 

59.  Community 
Member 

Map #2 is the best for middle schools, because it balances socioeconomic status better than the current attendance zones. 



60.  Community 
Member 

Map #5 is the best for high schools. Even though it moves more students around, it achieves greater balance in diversity across schools-- all 
schools would have 30% free and reduced lunch participants. 

61.  Parent My husband and I are parents of a Jamestown High School sophomore. We support option 5 of the redistricting maps. We would like to see more 
equal distribution of diversity in our high school system. Thank you, Jane and John Jessen 

62.  Parent Map 2 Middle School Map 5 High School- I'm absolutely in favor of redistricting high schools and this map does the best job evening out socio 
economic diversity.  Please don't let neighborhoods make the decision. 

63.  Parent I think the map that has Grove going to James Blair is the best option. 

64.  Parent I strongly oppose the plan to redistrict for several reasons.  First, I have a sophomore and Junior at Jamestown High School and do not support 
any plan that will change my children's school.  Second, the construction of a new Middle School does not warrant the re-drawing of lines for the 
High Schools, especially if there are plans to construct a new High School in the future. Third, the school board has not made a compelling 
argument that redistricting is necessary.  The school board has presented a number of different factors but at no time have they clearly depicted 
the problem they are trying to solve.  While the attendance numbers depict Jamestown HS at a greater capacity, I’m not convinced that the 
school board considered the relationship between enrollment and performance.  It's not surprising that the school performing the best has the 
highest enrollment and redistricting is not likely to change this to any great extent.  If the greatest concern is school performance, then the 
school board should consider increasing the resources that are provided to schools that are underperforming.  Lastly, I’m disappointed that there 
has not been mention of a grand-father clause for those children that would be affected. 

65.  Parent I am the parent of a Black child in WJCC schools and my main concern is that she will not receive the best education possible based on the 
potential outcomes of this redistricting. Along with my child, I hope that all minorities receive a top notch education. Based on my understanding 
of the maps, it looks like #2 and #5 provides that. My guess is that WJCC is already aware of the inequalities minority students endure. So we are 
on the same page, several studies have revealed that WJCC can drastically improve on how it educate minorities and my hope is that this 
redistricting will not perpetuate these shortcomings. 

66.  Parent I believe that the plan is to re-district high school is premature. We should consider expanding the car in high school some taping the maps as 
they are now toy disruption for our high school students. When the time comes, we should consider building a high school wake up growth in the 
county is occurring. 

67.  Parent Dear School Board, Thank you for the careful and deliberative way you are approaching the redistricting process this year.  As a parent of five 
children in the district--including one in middle school and two in high school--I greatly appreciate your efforts to solicit and consider input from a 
wide range of interested constituencies. I wholeheartedly support the School Board taking into consideration a variety of factors, including 
concerns about socio-economic diversity, in the redistricting process.  The School Board's efforts will be a missed opportunity if they do not 
advance equity of resources and opportunity for all students in the district.  The School Board appears to have developed a number of 
reasonable proposals that could achieve these worthwhile goals.  This is a laudable first step. In choosing from among the proposals that are 
currently under consideration, I hope the School Board will make a special effort to minimize travel burdens for families.  My family lives in the 
Monticello Woods neighborhood, which is just around the corner from Jamestown High School.  With two children in high school (neither of 
whom has a car), it is not unusual for my wife and I to make several trips to the high school each day to pick up and drop off our sons for their 
many extracurricular activities.  More often than not, these trips take place with younger children packed into the back of the car while we are 
hurrying to or from other activities.  Sometimes these trips happen late at night, when our sons are returning from distant sports events, musical 
rehearsals, or scholastic bowl contests.  We have found these trips to be manageable thanks to our neighborhood's very close proximity to the 
high school.  Indeed, this feature of our neighborhood was the most important factor to us (and to many of our neighbors) in choosing our 
current home.  Should Monticello Woods be redistricted for Lafayette on the other side of town, our current 3 minute drive to the high school 
would immediately become a 20+ minute trek each way.  This would be a great burden for our family and for other families in our neighborhood 



who chose to live as close as possible to the high school.  I would strongly urge you, therefore, to choose one of the redistricting options that 
keeps Monticello Woods in the Jamestown district (i.e., options 1-3).  In our experience, proximity is also a salient factor for middle school, but 
somewhat less significant because after-school activities (e.g., theater, music, sports) occupy less time for most middle school students.  In 
contrast, for the busy high school years, reducing the distance that students and parents need to travel (often late at night) relieves a huge 
burden on overtaxed parents and students.  Best regards, Evan Criddle 

68.  Parent I support Option 2 for the middle school redistricting and Option 5 for the high schools. I believe the most important factor is balancing 
socioeconomic status across schools, followed by school usage. Though the middle school Option 2 still leaves something to be desired in these 
areas, it comes closest to achieving these goals. For the high schools, Option 5 achieves balance in both these areas. While I understand the 
argument against redistricting the high schools at this time when it will likely have to be done again when a new school is built in a few years, I 
believe balancing SES is too important to put off when there is not yet a concrete plan for a new school. 

69.  Community 
Member 

Having attended the November 28th Board meeting, I was disappointed by the presentation made by the consultant for the WJCC redistricting. 
The presentation on the screen was impossible for members of the audience to view clearly. Board members had printed copies of the 
presentation to reference while members of the public were not able to discern the information on the slides and maps presented. Additionally, 
slide #4 of the presentation indicated that the criteria for redistricting were divided into "primary" criteria and two "additional" criteria 
(socioeconomic status and neighborhood concept). I don't recall that the Board ever discussed the division of criteria in this way at any of the 
public meetings. I would strongly urge the Board to make the decision to redistrict high schools now--and select Option #5 for the High Schools.  
It is critical that our schools reflect the diversity of our community--and right now they do not. Making the choice to redistrict high schools may 
be unpopular with many parents who are afraid their children will not attend Jamestown High School. But there is also broad support for 
redistricting the high schools from a wide variety of community members. Redistricting the high schools will be difficult. However, it is an 
opportunity to achieve diversity among--which benefits all students. Making the choice to redistrict teaches our children about strength and 
resiliency and looking beyond ourselves and our neighborhoods to the broader community. Option#5 for High Schools also best balances 
capacity/utilization issues. I am not in support of Option #6 (keeping the same attendance zones). With no specific plans for additions/expansion 
of existing high schools in the CIP or construction of a new high school within the next 5 years, leaving the boundaries as they are currently only 
disadvantages the students.  And hurts the students most in need.  As a parent and community member, I thank you for your consideration. 

70.  Parent I do not believe that there should be redistricting at this time. To up root students for such a small % does not make sense.  It also looks like a 
logistical bussing nightmare which would cost more. I think more information has to be compiled and a second opinion from a different 
consulting company should be considered. 

71.  Community 
Member 

Six years ago when my husband and I were deciding where we wanted to move in Williamsburg, we decided based off of school zoning. Our 
children are still very young, but when they are of high school age we want them to attend Jamestown High! 

72.  Parent I think that every effort should be made to send children  to the school that is closest to where they live and I think this is even more important in 
high school due to the fact that they have to start so early in the day and many of them are new drivers who opt to drive themselves there. Its a 
safety issue, simply put. At the same time I do believe that better consideration needs to be given to ensuring that all schools in our district 
receive the same resources and funding and high standards of teaching. For now, with regards to the high schools I think that expansion should 
be the focus until a new high school is built - that will be the right time to redistrict them. 

73.  Parent I strongly support option 6.  I believe our community needs to focus on increasing our current high schools spaces or considering building a 4th 
high schools.  The current maps doesn't fix the overcrowding issues as all schools will be over capacity in the near future which is the true issue.  I 
strongly oppose option 1 and 5 as these option will causes our son to switch schools as a Junior and increase his time to get to school by 20 
minutes.  We are currently 2 minutes from our high school. Please spend more time discussing expansion of current schools and not redistrict at 
this point. 



74.  Parent I understand there may be a need to re-district schools, and I also appreciate the difficulty you face with the backlash from neighborhoods that 
may be affected.  I currently reside in Powhatan Secondary and I hope you would consider not rezoning our neighborhood.  Our neighborhood 
has been impacted by each and every school based redistricting during the past 12 years.  If this is truly necessary, then please consider alternate 
neighborhoods or two that may not have been so readily impacted like ours has when it comes to this topic.  Thank-you for your consideration. 

75.  Parent I have children that will be affected by both the middle school redistricting and high school redistricting that is currently being discussed by the 
school board.  I live in Powhatan Secondary which has been moved from school to school in every redistricting that the county has done in the 
last decade.  Yes, it does have long term effects on a neighborhood when families are moved.  I know parents in our neighborhood who still do 
not speak to each other because of the last redistricting when our neighborhood was split in half between two elementary schools.  I believe we 
are still the only neighborhood in the county to be split even though there are larger neighborhoods than ours.  I also believe there were school 
board members at that time who intentionally had this idea in mind from the beginning of discussions, but were not transparent with our 
community.  My biggest concern is that the school board try to do a much better job this time of managing parents and being transparent.  I 
think that redistricting high school at this time is not advantageous to anyone.  It is clear that high schools are reaching capacity levels at more 
than one school in the county and to move families and neighborhoods next year and then possibly move them again in four years because there 
will be a need for another high school does not make sense.  I believe this high school redistricting discussion is in play because there is not 
equality amongst the high schools in terms of programs and student needs, specifically at Lafayette.  Here is where the school board needs to be 
more transparent.  Please stop skirting the issue.  Find a way for Lafayette to become equal with the other two high schools through funding 
opportunities.  For instance, I read in the newspaper last week that  students have to be transported to JHS from LHS to take certain AP classes.  
This should not happen and funding needs to be provided for equality of programs at all three schools.  Let's focus on equality of schools through 
funding rather than redistricting neighborhoods to try and obtain the same results. If JHS has to have trailers for a few years to compensate 
capacity then let's move in that direction.  I went to a high school where trailers were used and it did not affect my learning.  The school board 
needs to put a long term plan in place and use trailers for the short term if needed. 

76.  Parent I absolutely despise the fact that Williamsburg is long on social planners (like the school board), but remains short on community planners 
(people who actually manage growth before it becomes an issue).  So now....again.....we are in the midst of having the wonks on the school 
board decide the lottery of school districting, and by extension, property values (because, gasp, property values and schools with the fewest 
number of low lifes are directly related to one another). Ah, property values......you know the things on which taxes are assessed so the dopey fat 
cats on Mounts Bay Road can have something to do and an everlasting pension for their "service" to the county?   It seems to this taxpayer that 
by having two "good" high school zones and one "bad" one, property values are maximized.  And yes, morons on the school board, maximizing 
value should be your ONLY priority.  However, instead. making everyone worse off seems to be.....in the name of fairness of course.  Moreover, I 
just want to say, at the risk of being labelled a "bad white man" (or worse) that people move to certain areas of Williamsburg (and, oh, 
everywhere else), and pay top dollar for the privilege, to GET AWAY FROM the RIFRAFF that the school board is trying to redistribute.  Read that 
again......I DON'T WANT MY KIDS WITH ANY MORE THUGS than they already have surrounding them.  I feel bad enough already that I can't afford 
to send them to a private school. Maybe that makes me free and reduced? sarc off. Digression aside, like many others, I tried to get them in the 
best district possible.  For the slower school board members, that would be defined as the one with the fewest number of "free and reduced" 
mouth breathing, hand out seekers.  And now my efforts are on the cusp of possibly being invalidated.....again.....by the same bunch that sparked 
in fighting among next door neighbors last time.  So note to the school board - busing doesn't "work!"  People still will try to get away from the 
"free shit army" no matter how many times you try to force people to embrace the underclass. It’s called white flight.  Look it up. The take home 
message is clear - Most people don't want fair.  They want unfair.....because I and others earned unfair, and chose unfair within the parameters 
that YOU outlined.  I'm neither in the mood to lose big money because you want to implement policies which will destroy my hard earned 
money, nor am I in any way sympathetic to the plight of the lower class.  Keep the districts the same, and maybe start worrying more about 
actually educating the very people you want to pawn off on the rest of us. 



77.  Parent I forgot some other input:  it would help with transition if a good many HMS teachers moved with students to JBMS.  Concerned it will mostly be 
made up of dissatisfied BMS teachers looking for a change.  In addition, it would have been nice to have made this a fresh start with a new name 
and mascot as well as colors for the new middle school.  It takes away from the experience by merely returning to all as it once was.  Makes 
those involved feel like they are getting leftovers and a re-do/press rewind and then replay rather than a positive fresh, new beginning.  
Everything is in perception.  Fresh and new is best received by most rather than a new building with all old ties.  Keeping the old name and 
everything about it the same is also perpetuating the attitude by some that it should never have been closed in the first place.  We need to move 
on from that attitude and stale discussion so why not do it with a fresh start of a new name with all the trimmings that go with it like all the other 
new schools received?  Lastly, I am concerned that many chose not to attend the meetings, like I did attend one with my husband, nor do this 
survey because they didn't think it would matter.  Most feel it is all already decided, especially when no other options were given to Fords Colony 
but JBMS in all 3 choices.  That is a sad commentary.  Found this survey cumbersome to locate if I hadn't had an email to link through.  It was not 
easily visible nor accessible for many on the Division site-just an FYI. 

78.  Parent Now I am wondering if my first input on 12/10 went through b/c unsure if I clicked " I am not a robot" part.  I had included in that, a desire that 
Powhatan Secondary and Governor's Land be considered in replace of Fords Colony to make up the necessary demographic and socioeconomic 
components needed at JBMS rather than Fords Colony being sacrificed for all 3 options presented.  That was unfair and not considering all the 
options but choosing the easy way of making one neighborhood take the change without any options nor consideration to our children.  In 
addition, these students should be grandfathered at HMS, if willing to do own transportation.  Check again as Powhatan Secondary and Gov. Lnd. 
may be closer to JBMS than it is to HMS.  It should have at least been one of the options.  This entire situation was very unfair to Fords Colony by 
not even giving one option of staying in HMS.  Our neighborhood children were treated like "sacrificial lambs" in this.  They will probably be put 
in a situation with more behavior problems and displaced teachers.  They aren't even getting a new name, mascot, etc. at that school, nor are 
others being moved to there. 

79.  Parent Thank you for your effort is producing these maps and considering redistricting. My top priorities are dividing resources equitably among 
students, schools and communities. For that reason, I prefer map option #2 for the middle schools and support redistricting at the high school 
level, with map #5 being the least worst option. 

80.  Parent Greetings school board members.  Thank you for allowing us, parents, to provide our thoughts on the proposed school redistricting for James 
City County. My request is that you use proximity as the main justification for redistricting after socioeconomic duties have been fulfilled.  
Proximity to a school provides clarity on reasons for selecting neighborhoods and aligning them to the appropriate school.  It is factual instead of 
political.  The distance a child or parent has to travel to school has a great impact on their wellbeing.  Travel routes to school should be 
considered as part of the process in the proximity decision.  A students elementary, middle and high school should be located within a 
reasonable proximity to their home. If a clear factual method cannot be achieved, I do ask you to postpone the high school decision for 
redistricting for the next couple of years since it appears there are a great deal of changes occurring within the county in population growth. 
Thank you, and I wish you well with your decisions. 

81.  Parent Recommend option 1.  In planning, please keep your focus on balancing impact to students and the goal of diversity.  I was very disappointed to 
hear some members advocate for diversity regardless of the impact to students 

82.  Parent Please defer any high school redistricting plans until a long term strategy is developed that includes expansion.  Looking at the projections, this is 
going to be a requirement, not an option in the near future. 

83.  Community 
Member 

Strongly support - Middle school map 2 and high school map 5 

84.  Parent 1. We want to make sure our rising senior at JHS finishes at her school, and not sent for her senior year to her rival school. 2. We just built our 
home to be in the best rated school district which is Jamestown HS.  Redistricting us will negatively affect the value of our house. 



85.  Parent I am in support for middle school 2 and high school 5. They promote the most diversity and inclusion in our schools which has become very 
important to the success of all of our schools. 

86.  Parent I am supportive of option #2 for middle schools and option #5 for high schools. Creating diverse learning environments are critical for the 
development of happy, healthy, empathetic children. I urge you to move forward with these equitable choices. 

87.  Parent The impact of re-districting on communities is especially stinging much less ironic when reading the school district's strategic plan.  All the five 
priorities given in the districts mission statement were pretty much the guidelines  our family used when making the prudent logistic choices, so 
our daughter could attend Jamestown High School.  The bonds and relationships we have formed in our neighborhood and the broader Historic 
Greenspring communities is something we cherish, nourish and build upon every day.   Having endured the troubled school system growing up in 
California It gives me pause that a consultant from that far flung state is offering our district advice, unless the advice is on what not to do:  Each 
redistricting plan has a "poor" long term outcome given the inevitable growth this area will experience in the next decade.  The school board has 
opened the door on the imminent necessity of a new  high school and closing that door for another ten years will only facilitate the continued 
un-constructive shuffling and disorientation of our children and communities. I look forward to the discussion on temporary trailers or pods to 
accommodate over capacity at Jamestown High as the building of a new high school looms ever larger in our district. 

88.  Parent Now is not the time to move high school students. There needs to be a long term plan in place before a move should happen. The long term 
student growth should be thoroughly evaluated before a move is implemented. This plan to move is only a quick fix that will put us back in the 
same boat (exceeding capacity) when my youngest goes to high school in 4 years. We can utilize trailers if needed til a new high school can be 
built and budgeted. I see a new high school built as the only sensible option that a family can make adjustments and plan for. Most people buy 
their property based on school zones and now being redistricted again will only frustrate and/or make people move to neighborhoods that 
support their desired school district. Again changing school capacity. Powhatan Secondary has been moved in all recent redistricting processes. 
Please do not move them again. Our children have already established a report with their teachers and school staff. They have also established a 
social network within their grade and classes that is just as important as the education they receive. Taking this away from them by moving close 
by neighborhoods would interfere with this social network causing a negative emotional impact on their school learning environment (every 
option has my child inner network and support system split up!).  Final thoughts: student growth (build a new school) must be address not 
student shuffle.  I vote for option 6 DO NOT REDISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL AT THIS TIME. 

89.  Parent I support redistricting for our schools. For middle schools map 2 For high school map 5 These are the one that make more sense in terms of 
diversity and socioeconomic equity. 

90.  Parent My grandmother taught in Independence, Missouri schools during desegregation. It took a lifetime to peaceably and directly challenge her on 
her prejudices. She was a bright woman who had obtained an economics degree (not home economics) but had been regulated to “woman’s 
work” in education teaching business and typing. Her parents had been educators after losing their aptitude in banking during the 1929 crash, 
but they had kin who faithfully pledged themselves to the Daughters of the American Revolution and privately the Confederate side of the war. 
There are vast similarities I see between Williamsburg, its schools, and Independence, Missouri – in part because part of their journey started in 
the Tidewater. I do not envy the position that The School Board is in. Being collocated with the second oldest college in the United States and an 
authoritarian opinion of education, it cannot be easy to form a concept independent of these two influences. When I read about families in this 
area as resources, it disgusts me. The only reason my family resides in an area with “heavy resources” is because my husband has a brain tumor. 
Should I return to work due to the financial hardship we have experienced or the likely future we shall (he is active duty but enlisted so our 
burden is different than others), I need to be in a community where resources are strong. I do not want to see the investiture that Kingsmill or 
Windsor Forest have experienced when teachers moved to Jamestown. Redistricting to this line of reasoning to move Greensprings West (my 
neighborhood)and Powhatan Secondary families makes until we examine the a) building capacity to absorb these new students, b) projected 
growth in these neighborhoods within five years, and c) failure to consider other factors – benefit of smaller class sizes, education loss, 



programming on current issues, students with disabilities. We are fortunate to feel that our students would achieve more autonomy in a school 
unlike their peers, but we are concerned about the lack of opportunity for AP curriculum. I am concerned to hear about bullying, the bragging of 
GPA over athletic aptitude as a taunt, and recent suicide rates at Jamestown (improving but still… what happens after school). What happens to 
these children after they leave their high school books? What happens to these families? Let alone, what do the teachers and staff say? If the 
School Board is a transparent process, we need all sides of the conversation. I request that these concepts be presented to the community for 
further discussion. We recognize that there are many families like ours who have gone through medical crises in this community, but these 
options do not present stability for these families. On our left, a neighbor has a school age daughter that has survived Lymphoma, and on our 
right, a student with moderate Autism Spectrum Disorder. We live in Greensprings West, and probably each of us are on reduced lunches. These 
individual and familial medical and disability dynamics are not shown on a graph, but how will the Williamsburg and James City School District 
work toward program support for these families? When we lived in Prince George’s County, Maryland, the schools worked with addressing what 
was in front of them for students with disabilities, families with health crises…it wasn’t removed like it is here. They programmed what was in 
front of them, and they weren’t afraid to educate on issues or keep community in the background and on the weekends.  When you go beyond 
redistricting, you will have really taught the community what education is about. I am not in favor of movement, Option 6, because more data 
and programming is needed. You need a stronger thesis. 

91.  Parent Many school districts experience population growth that leads them to re-zone their school boundaries to accommodate new schools or to 
alleviate overcrowding in some schools. The WJCC school district is not unusual in this respect. It seems to me that the best middle school 
attendance zone plan to adopt is the one that best meets all of the criteria that the member of the WJCC School Board. This is plan 2. Fewer 
children have to travel to the “next nearest school” and it achieves the best balance of lower and higher income children. The school board 
confront the remaining challenge of overcrowding at Jamestown High School. As a taxpayer, I prefer the most cost-effective approach. I would 
like members of the WJCC School Board to identify several alternative plans and the cost associated with each plan. It seems to me that potential 
plans include: 1) rezone the schools now and plan to add additional classrooms to all three high schools for future population growth; 2) continue 
to add temporary classroom space to Jamestown High School until permanent space can be built later. It is difficult to me to know which of these 
plans (or another plan) should be implemented until I know which plan is most feasible (given population projections) and cost-effective (given 
the costs associated with building temporary and new infrastructure). I must gently chastise the members of board for failing to make it clear to 
WJCC parents the costs of alternative plans. So far as I can tell form the current budget document, the school district is projected to add 178 
more students between 2018 and 2022. Jamestown is now at 110% capacity (or has approximately 120 too many students). This leaves 
178+120=~300 additional students to distribute to Lafayette and Warhill in 2022 (meaning that all three high schools will be over 100 percent 
capacity). Thus, the board will have to authorize the addition of permanent facilities at all three high schools by 2022. In the meantime, it stands 
to reason that the school should be rezoned so that the School Board does not have to allocate scarce funds to add temporary space to 
Jamestown on an ad-hoc basis. If the board adds temporary space—rather than alleviating overcrowding by rezoning—it will be throwing good 
money after bad. I have some additional thoughts that I would like to share regarding concerns (legitimate and otherwise) expressed by my 
fellow WJCC citizens. I can understand both students and parents of rising seniors expressing legitimate concerns that some students may attend 
a different school than the one they attended during their junior year. Grandfathering is entirely reasonable for rising seniors. What I can’t 
understand is the unwarranted fear that parents express regarding the prospect that their children will attend a school other than Jamestown. 
My children do not attend Jamestown and they’ve both performed exceptionally well in the most rigorous classes, including B/C calculus, physics 
and chemistry. (One of my children will likely earn a very high in multivariate calculus. This is a course taught at W&M—one that is notoriously 
difficult to pass. His success suggests that the teachers at Lafayette prepared him for success for the most rigorous college courses.) I do not want 
my taxes wasted by the board so that they can assuage the unfounded fears of a handful of parents who currently live in the Jamestown 
attendance zone. 



92.  Parent Thank you for accepting community input. I ask that you please leave Powhatan Secondary students at their current schools.  Our neighborhood 
has been impacted by each and every school redistricting for the past 12+ years. It's time for another neighborhood or two to be moved.  Why 
always the same neighborhood? 

93.  Parent The redistricting of high schools would be disruptive to students.  It would break the bond that students (especially upperclassmen/women) have 
made with teachers, coaches, counselors, and chorus/orchestra/and directors---many of whom will soon be helping with the college application 
process, and writing recommendation letters.  Do we want our students to be separated from their classmates and mentors?  Many students (for 
example in band, student government, clubs, or other enrichment activities) have spent their high school years working towards a leadership 
position.  Moving these students, so they would attend a different high school for their senior year, would have a dramatic impact on their 
learning experience.  Please remember that these students are young people, not just numbers.  Learning is tied to teachers and classmates, and 
redistricting would be difficult for many, and even traumatic for some.  Surely other solutions to the issues mentioned in the school board 
meeting are available. 

94.  Parent We are concerned that some of the proposed maps have our daughter traveling farther to school, when we have a school less that two miles 
from our house.  Our daughter has type 1 diabetes and we often have to run up to the school to help the nurse deal with her issues, change 
insulin pumps, etc. Her time at Hornsby has been rough, as it is already quite far from our home and if her blood sugar is low, she isn't allowed to 
get on the bus. This greatly disrupts our days and makes an already difficult situation more difficult.  My husband and I were looking forward to 
having her much closer so that these disruptions to our work and daily lives might be somewhat less time-consuming given the travel time 
necessary to get to her. Considering that there is a school in between our home and my husband's work, it makes the most sense to us to have 
her there. It is safer for all of us to be closer to her when she needs care. 

95.  Parent Hi - I just missed the survey period regarding the maps. I want to add my voice to those who think we should wait to redistrict the high schools. 
Looking at all of the information that was presented, moving kids around now will just be a Band-Aid on the bigger problem that will require a 
more strategic decision to accommodate growth. Please don't redistrict the high schools now, but form a committee to discuss a long-term plan. 
It won't be fair to the kids to be moved now and possibly again in three years. Thank you. 

96.    Please reject option 6.  There should be equity among the schools.  Some redistricting at the high school level is needed 

97.  Parent Hi - I just missed the survey, but wanted to add some feedback regarding the middle school redistricting. Regardless of any decisions made about 
who will be assigned to which school based on addresses, I strongly request that you to consider a grandfathering opportunity for all kids who 
were new to WJCC Schools during their 6th or 7th grade year. These kids only spend three years at middle school - and whether they are military 
or have moved to the district for other reasons, these children deserve the opportunity to choose continuity of their school location. Many of 
these kids already move every 3-4 years, give them a shot at being in one place, at one school for their middle school years - even if it means 
parent transportation. At least give the option to provide these kids with some constancy in their lives. Some will be thankful, others will choose 
to go to the new school assignment. But, at least give these families an option to choose what is right for them amid all of the change that occurs 
in their lives. Thank you. 

98.  Community 
Member 

it is very disruptive to split subdivision communities between schools - - it should never be done for any reason.  I am glad our son has recently 
graduated. 

99.  Community 
Member 

I bought my home 11 years ago because it was in the Jamestown district. Since then my daughters have graduated, however our neighborhood 
has had an influx of children move into our neighborhood to attend JHS. It would affect our property values if Governor’s Land was NOT in the 
Jamestown school district. Please  keep Governor’s Land in JHS district! 

100.  Parent My wife and I are in support of the current redistricting plan options for the middle school for Governor's Land children to remain at Hornsby 
Middle School and Jamestown High School if a vote takes place for high school redistricting.  We purchased and built a home in Governor's land 
for the sole reason of being in the Matoaka/Hornsby/Jamestown School district and believe it would cause severe harm to our neighborhood if 



this was changed. Also, due to the very low number of students in our neighborhood, our neighborhood should remain as slated, as it will have 
very little impact on the overall student numbers, if it were to change.  Thank you for your consideration to these comments as we feel strongly 
that Governor's Land should remain in our current school districts. 

101.  Community 
Member 

Please keep the Governors Land high school as Jamestown High School!! 

102.  Parent Redistricting the Middle schools - I get that.  The High Schools however - we're literally moving the deck chairs around on an otherwise sinking 
ship - the report says as much at the end. 

103.  Community 
Member 

As a former parent of 2 Jamestown students I strongly believe Governors Land should remain in Jamestown District. As a parent who had two 
children that played many sports I think driving distance to a school should be a big consideration when considering redistricting a school. With 
many working parents time driving by bus or car should weigh heavily in the decision process. It is impossible in Williamsburg and everywhere 
else in the country to try and make sure schools are equally balanced socioeconomically. While Jamestown may not be quite as balanced I 
believe it drew from many different areas and had diversity. 

104.  Community 
Member 

Prefer to keep as is (allow students to attend schools closest to them). 

105.    The PPTs state that the survey will be open until the 12th but I just clicked on the links and was directed to a Survey Monkey page stating that the 
survey is closed. 

106.  Parent I am opposed to the efforts to engage in any redistricting at the high school level.  I believe such efforts are premature, overly disruptive on high 
school students and families and do not meaningfully address the present and future resource and infrastructure problems that the district faces. 

107.  Parent I purposely bought my home here in Virginia so my daughter can eventually attend Jamestown High School.  The school is close to our 
neighborhood and easier for her to travel to.  I would be extremely displeased if our housing development was moved to another high school 
area. By looking at the map, there are other options that keep out street, S. Benjamin Howell Street in the Jamestown HS area and I vote to keep 
it that way. 

108.  Community 
Member 

I am a former WJCC School Principal, an active grandparent of four current students, and a Community Member. I am opposed to option # 6 
which I believe opts to maintain the status quo of the High Schools' Zones. If we are going to redistrict the High Schools, I believe it to be 
imperative that we give great consideration to Socio Economic Status. We have in recent years built certain schools on land tracts having 
extremely low number or zero units of subsidized housing within close proximity to the school buildings. This causes extreme imbalance of S.E.S. 
in many of our existing school zones. Given the opportunity to correct these imbalances during redistricting, should be paramount to The Board's 
regulatory responsibility. I am most grateful for The Board's provision of Parent, Staff and Community input in this difficult yet serious endeavor.  
Sincerely, Larry Walk 

109.  Parent Thank you for making this process as informative as possible.  My comments per school level are below. Middle School Options as presented are 
reasonable with respect to data outcomes. Geographic continuity should be considered in the context of long-term viability of these decisions to 
avoid future destabilization (e.g. having to revisit the districts due to maintaining statistical balances in both near/long term). High School From 
an objective standpoint, whether taking into consideration subjective input or assessing the analytics of the HS presentation, it is very difficult to 
justify changes to the HS boundaries.  The outcomes in all scenarios presented yield no improvements to a system which is at continued risk of 
destabilization and lack of longevity.   Whether capital improvements or better programming per school, the issues at each need to be addressed 
to make the existing 3 high schools the best they can be for ALL students in our community regardless of the boundary in which they reside. 

110.  Community 
Member 

Please leave our school district alone. We choose his area to live by the very fact our children can attend Jamestown High.  Please solve whatever 
problems you seem to feel there are another way! 



111.  Community 
Member 

Your presentation states that the survey will be open until December 12.  However, when I went to take the survey on December 11 at 1:35 p.m., 
it said, "This Survey Is Closed."   Please advise. 

112.  Parent Thank you for all the hard work you are undertaking on this issue. My priority-- as a parent, and as a member of the community-- is to redistrict 
both the middle and high schools to prioritize socio-economic diversity in the schools. For me, this means a preference for middle school map # 2 
and high school map #5. Thank you. 

113.  Community 
Member 

We purchased our home in Governors Land in 2001 specifically so our two children would attend Jamestown High School. I do not understand 
how there are people who have no children and  no property values at stake that are involved, be causing all this hysteria.  Would they be as 
vocal if their children were the ones being uprooted and moved across town? Let's not forget the cost of transporting. all of these children.. Will 
our taxes go up as well? I do not mind paying more taxes if we can spend the money on teachers that the children will benefit from.  Gas will 
continue to go up not down. When you take into account the cost of the gas, the extra wear and tear on buses and the time added to  the  
children's commute that they could be at home doing their homework WHY is this even being discussed? As we all know, for the majority of 
people their home is their largest investment.  Would these concerned citizens still want their voices and opinions heard if they could lose a lot of 
money on their homes?  No. Not if they were to answer the question truthfully! If a child does not care about going school, his/her grades or not 
have the support from home will moving to a new school do anything to rectify the situation?? Maybe the funds spent for transportation costs 
could go towards hiring more teachers and adding more classes.. 

114.  Parent I believe it is in all children's best interest for our schools to be as diverse as possible.  Understanding of all types of people is critical in our 
current times.  I do hope the school board can find a way to keep kids at a school relatively close to them, but diversity is still more important. 

115.  Parent Dear Members of the W-JCC School Board: Thank you for providing the community with the opportunity to comment on the proposed high 
school redistricting. I have responded to the online survey but wish to provide this comment separately to make sure my thoughts and concerns 
are expressed to the Board. I strongly oppose redistricting the high schools at this time. None of the proposed redistricting options serves as a 
long-term solution to the issues impacting the area high schools. I respectfully suggest that the W-JCC School Board focus on long-term solutions, 
not on Band-Aid responses - such as redistricting - that may narrowly address specific issues for a year or two but do not benefit the entire 
community for years to come. Any redistricting now is nothing more than a Band-Aid; as the presentation shows, none of the options are viable 
in the long-term. All of the high schools exceed targeted utilization and capacity; simply shifting children around from one school to another now 
does not resolve that problem and does not address the fact that our population is growing and we will very soon need another school.  
Redistricting also does not solve other core, fundamental problems that are of concern within the W-JCC school community. All redistricting does 
is shuffle the deck by moving students from one school to another without any plan to solve much larger, much more complex, and longer-term 
problems. A few points in this regard: 1. If parents are concerned about a disparity between the quality of the educational experience (including 
the quality of teachers) and the access to opportunities that exist at one high school as opposed to another, redistricting does not in any way 
address that concern. For example, if certain AP classes are given at Jamestown as opposed to Lafayette, redistricting doesn't change that. To 
address this issue, the W-JCC Board's focus should be on, among other things, ensuring that all of our high schools are hiring and retaining quality 
teachers and offering the same or similar classes, services, and programs in each of these schools. For example, to the extent possible, every high 
school in our community - Lafayette, Jamestown, and Warhill - should offer the same or similar opportunities for AP credit to their students.  2. 
Children at our high schools already have an "academic record" and reputation at their schools. They are known to, and have relationships with, 
their teachers, guidance counselors, coaches, and mentors. They have established social networks that are crucial to their development. 
Redistricting now, without any viable long-term plan to address the future, disrupts all of these relationships. And for what? To achieve a 
"number" or "numbers?" Our children are not numbers. They are not statistics. Their futures are precious and valuable, and any actions taken by 
the Board should be so taken with these futures in mind. None of the redistricting options presents a long-term solution to any of the real 



challenges that face our community. The goal of the Board should be to ensure a quality education and equal access to that quality education for 
all of our children. Redistricting does nothing to ensure any of these things. Thank you for your time and consideration. Sincerely, Michael Ende 

116.  Community 
Member 

All three are at or above enrollment levels.  No matter which areas of the county are redistricted, out students will still be attending schools at or 
above capacity.  Trying to "spread" certain groups of students that need special accommodations will only increase the amount of teachers that 
will be needed at each  high school , increasing payroll.  We can't afford this.  We can't pay our existing teachers sufficient salaries right now!  
Until we have an additional high school, or expansions on the present ones, redistricting will not solve the capacity problem and only make things 
worse.  Please keep in mind that most high school students drive, what will that do  to traffic? 

117.  Parent We are a military family who were renters in Settlers Mill, but decided to retire here and become permanent members of this community. We 
purchased in Powhatan Secondary specifically to keep our children in Jamestown HS. After my wife and I served over 43 years between us, we 
finally made a promise to our children that the moving and turmoil were over and this would be their home. This neighborhood and school 
district are part of our American dream. I am extremely concerned to learn now, after purchasing here, that this board routinely puts the 
community through redistricting changes. 

118.  Parent Option 6- Do not change HS zones 

119.  Parent High school should remain the same!  The board should be investigating a fourth high school because this problem is only going to get worse. 

120.  Community 
Member 

Hi, As a community member and an educational research focused on issues related to education policy and segregation, I have followed WJCC's 
redistricting efforts with great interest. In general, I was dismayed by a lack of certain information and long-term thinking apparent in the 
mapping presentation that the board shared with the public. First, I thought that the district's simple use of FRPL status as an indicator for 
socioeconomic diversity was rather simple and does not give enough precision to the range of social and economic backgrounds from which our 
students come from. Particularly with many constituents' (and my own) concerns with questions of equity, it was curious that no data on how 
proposed maps would affect the racial composition of our schools was included. On another note, I was frustrated by the lack of long-term data 
on the impact of each proposed map. Although I know projections of this kind can get a bit hazy after a certain amount of time, it is hard to really 
assess what such redistricting efforts would be on our students and schools while only looking one year into the future. If this is simply a matter 
of trying to present a simpler picture to constituents, I can understand that, but do hope that the district and the consultants are looking further 
down the road. In terms of my own opinions, I would advocate for Option #1 for middle schools and Option #5 for high schools. That being said, 
in making those choices, I can't say I feel completely confident in entirely understanding those options given the issues of information 
presentation highlighted above. Thank you very much for your time and consideration. 

121.  Parent I care about equity within our school system, and I wish for proximity to be taken into consideration as well.  I really want for all of WJCC schools 
to be equally sought after places of learning. I have five children ages 3-16, and we chose to live close to a high school (foregoing living close to a 
zoned elementary or middle school) in order to make it possible for our older kids to participate in their chosen extracurricular activities, and for 
us to be able to see them!  My husband and I often need to take 3-4 trips a day to the High School, and having the high school close makes that 
workable (and frankly, this drive is in the picture for us for the next fifteen years!).  We live in Monticello Woods, and maps 1-3 keep our children 
in their current HS.  Having my children moved to any other school (a 20 minute drive one way), would dramatically impact how our family 
functions for years to come. 

122.  Parent Strongly opposed to all options from the consultant, other than OPTION 6 

123.  Parent I understand that middle school needs to be redistricting with the addition of the middle school, but I do not believe High Schools should be 
redistricted.  I believe that you should go to the school closest to the community where you live.   If you are concerned about overcrowding, I 
think the schools should look at how many people are going to a high school they are not districted  for.   Also since 4 out of 7 board members 
are not for high school redistricting why are we continuing to consider doing this??? 



124.  Community 
Member 

So many people have moved into Greensprings Plantation because of the Jamestown High School.  It is barbaric to rip these kids out of the 
environment they know and love for the sake of some elitist’s view of "diversity". 

125.  Parent I like the plan and agree that it is needed. Thank you for keeping Governors Land/ Two Rivers in the JHS district. 

126.  Parent I prefer map 2 or map 3 of the options for the middle school zoning 

127.  Community 
Member 

Please don't do it. There is no reason to change what already works. 

128.  Parent I also would like to know how many times the board has voted 3 to 4 and you went with the minority’s vote (the 3) like you’ve done with the 
redistricting vote. The board voted 4 to not redistrict & 3 to redistrict. How many times in the past has the board voted 4 to 3 where you went 
with what the 3 voted for instead of the majority vote of 4? You have an odd number of board members I’m assuming so that there will be no tie. 
It seems like you are going forward with redistricting because that is what the leader of the board wants. I cannot see how that is ethical. Please 
address how that is ethical at you meeting tomorrow night so that we can all understand & also include how many times the minority’s vote 
ruled over the majority vote. Thank you. 

129.  Community 
Member 

There is no need to redistrict high school students and cause unneeded disruption for these teenagers when there is no new high school for 
2018-2019 school year.  How many students attend JHS that are districted for another high school?  Busing children from their closest school will 
not address the needs of students who reside in a disadvantaged socioeconomic neighborhood.  The school board voted to table high school 
redistricting, BUT Ms. Cook and Ms. Ownby had their own agenda and dismissed the majority ruling which we were shocked to see as were our 
children.  The community voted for the board members to vote for them and the fact that Ms. Cook and Ms. Ownby disregarded the majority 
vote is highly abhorrent. The comments made by these two board members were found to be highly offensive to the teenagers in our locality. 

130.  Parent I selected the neighborhood I currently live in because of the excellent schools the neighborhood is zoned for.  My reasons for no rezoning of my 
neighborhood are : 1. Proximity of our current school, Hornsby to our home compared to the long distance to travel if changed to Blair. My 
children already have a extremely long day at school, adding extra travel time will add to the already long day. They currently get home at 4:25, 
leaving them little time to unwind before we have to prepare for next day: dinner, homework, study time, baths and reading before bed. 
Children should not have to spend a long time on the bus after a long day. 2. If economic diversity is the issue, then children who are in closer 
proximity to other large neighborhoods should go to the same school. For example, from viewing the maps, kids who live in the grove area and 
kids who live in Kingsmill do not go to the same school. From personal experience driving these areas, both these zones are in close proximity but 
are zoned to attend different schools. It seems to me, by looking at the maps that certain affluent neighborhoods are getting the school they 
want not because of close proximity but because of their affluent status. Kingsmill and Grove are closer to Blair, not so much to Hornsby. 3. 
Neighborhoods should go to the school most closest to them. For the future, more consideration should be placed on building schools closer to 
neighborhoods they will serve not further. Instead of having to rezone and place kids on buses to travel long periods of time, kids should go to 
the school in their closest proximity. 

131.  Parent For many reasons, I oppose high school redistricting at this point.  Given the importance of the high school experience to students applying for 
and entering colleges, I think that the reason for redistricting our county’s high schools – absent building a new high school -- must be an 
absolutely compelling one.  While I understand that Jamestown is currently over capacity and Warhill and Lafayette are not, I do not believe that 
redistricting current high school students is a solution given that all three high schools are already over or near capacity.  I completely agree with 
Mr. Kelly’s solution of postponing the high school discussion until after a strategic plan is decided upon.  This seems like a better solution to me 
than spot redistricting high schools now and developing a strategic plan later to deal with capacity issues.  My fear is that the spot redistricting 
position will result in unnecessarily moving students around.  If Warhill (94% capacity) and Lafayette (93% capacity) weren’t already so close to 
capacity, spot redistricting now might make some sense.  I believe that the long-term solution to address capacity issues is that the county either 
needs a new high school or it needs to think seriously about the current location and capacity expansion possibilities of all its middle and high 



schools.  For example, perhaps it makes sense to consider making Hornsby a high school (capacity of 952) and Lafayette a middle school (capacity 
of 1,314).  Of course, this would require adding additional space to Hornsby to accommodate more students, but the land area around Hornsby 
would allow more of an expansion than the land areas around either Lafayette or Jamestown.  In addition, this solution solves two problems: 1. 
Adding space to Hornsby and relocating teachers is probably significantly cheaper than building an entirely new high school.  The money to add 
additional space to James Blair in the second phase could be reallocated to adding high school space at Hornsby, given that Lafayette could 
accommodate the additional middle school students. 2. This would solve some of the complaints parents currently have, particularly those from 
Lafayette, about the inequities between the three high school facilities.  By making Hornsby a high school and Lafayette a middle school, the high 
schools would be more similar to each other as would the middle schools be to each other.  Hornsby is a much newer facility than Lafayette and 
likely has better technology and equipment, which makes high school students more competitive as they go to college or enter the workforce.  
I’m not sure if this would also solve the gymnasium problem that Lafayette parents had a while back.  In any case, I think developing a long-term 
solution must be done before spot redistricting is considered and students might be forced to redistrict more than once in their high school 
careers to solve capacity issues.  With that said, I actually am not clear at all on how spot redistricting can move forward given that four School 
Board members opposed it at the last meeting. However, if by some chance it does move forward next school year, I would strongly support 
grandfathering in upperclassmen -- junior and seniors -- who are in the midst of college preparation and selection.  This would allow a transition 
period of two years to full redistricting, which for many families and for School Board members might be more palatable. The importance of 
remaining at their original high schools for juniors and seniors who select that option cannot be underestimated.  Not only have these students 
developed deep friendships at an important time in their lives, more importantly they are at the most critical time in their high school careers for 
taking on leadership positions in their various clubs and athletic programs.  These kids have already worked for several years to learn about and 
to take on these responsibilities, which makes them most competitive for college admittance.  They will not have these same responsibilities and 
opportunities if they are forced to attend another high school during the time when they are submitting college applications.  For these juniors 
and seniors, this is not a small issue, but could be life changing.  The School Board should be doing everything in its power to ensure the 
competitiveness of all the upperclassmen in the county, which may mean redistricting in phases.  I appreciate the opportunity to comment once 
again on the redistricting process!  Thanks for everything you do as School Board members. You have a very difficult job! 

132.  Parent Good morning.  I would like to vote for option 6 Thank you 

133.  Parent We live in governor’s land and have a 9th grader who has settled in beautifully in Jamestown; we also have a daughter who graduated in 2013. 
We believe Jamestown should remain our school. 

134.  Community 
Member 

Allow our children to continue their attendance at Jamestown High until they graduate.  It is the RIGHT thing to do!! 

135.  Community 
Member 

Where is the on-line survey?  It was supposed to be available through today!  Count us as No votes for redistricting.  Not a fair, good or right 
decision to proceed.  Rather address the real problem with new schools. 

136.  Community 
Member 

I think you should wait a few years so you can build a new school to accommodate with the growing population. Redistricting the neighborhoods 
that go to Jamestown will result in a lot of unhappy people and many students forced to go through pretty hard situations. There are a lot of 
freshman in these neighborhoods and if they get redistricted they will have to leave the school they just got used to and leaving their friends 
consequenting in the students finding new friends which can be hard enough without being in a new school. I just think this is a bad idea right 
now and the high schools should just be left alone. Thank you for reading this. 

137.  Parent Please do NOT redraw district lines at the high school level.  The capacities are nearly equal among the 3 high schools, and although JHS is a bit 
higher, the school is doing well, and with current new housing developments in the areas of WHS and LHS, this will even out soon.  Please keep 
the Powhatan Secondary neighborhood in the Jamestown High School district.  If you MUST move students from one high school to another, 
then PLEASE grandfather in rising 11th and 12th graders, so that they can finish out their high school careers with stability. If you were to move 



Powhatan Secondary into the LHS district but grandfather in rising 12th graders only, so that only rising seniors would continue to attend JHS, 
then I would end up with one son attending JHS and the other attending LHS.  This would be chaotic for transportation and family cohesion.  As it 
is now, with both sons at JHS and only one year apart, the brothers take classes together and work on homework together. Thank you for your 
time and attention. 

138.  Parent Prior to the closure of James Blair, we were within their zone.  After the closure, we were redistricted for Toano Middle School which for the 
Scott's Pond neighborhood never made sense.  There are 3 middle schools closer to us than Toano.  I think once Blair reopens, we should be 
zoned for Blair again which is literally 5 minutes from the neighborhood. 

139.  Community 
Member 

I see that redistricting of high schools is off the table.  I hope that this is only a ONE YEAR postponement.  In this year, how capacity will be 
expanded needs to be determined -- adding to existing schools vs. building new.  The high schools NEED to be redistricted to BOTH alleviate 
overcrowding AND economic disparity.  Two comments about addressing capacity problems, if adding is the choice: (1) ABSOLUTELY DO NOT 
MAKE IT TRAILERS!!!  A PERMANENT building needs to be incorporated into the existing schools, with seamless and continuous flow between the 
new and older sections.  (2) More than room for bodies needs to be considered.  Cafeterias would have to be expanded. Are the other facilities 
(gyms, theater, practice rooms, fields) able to accommodate the additional students?  Do we have the buses for a larger school area? How will a 
larger school impact the educational and other opportunities for our students? Adding capacity is not a simple exercise of making more 
classrooms for bodies.  The whole educational experience needs to be considered.  FYI - I was pleased with several of the options proposed for 
high school redistricting.  Options 4 & 5 balanced population and economics effectively and should be seriously considered, while I acknowledge 
some of the edges of moved neighborhoods look "wonky", e.g. splitting up Colonial Williamsburg.  I do not know the area well enough to know if 
the boundaries as drawn are splitting a neighborhood community or not.  The consultants split Kingsmill into two schools, not recognizing this as 
a neighborhood (note their claim of "no new neighborhoods split") in OPTION #3 and that should be discarded 

140.  Parent It makes absolutely NO sense to redistrict middle school now, and high school later.  You are basically moving some children now, and in two 
years you'll do it again.  This is the most absurd thing I have ever heard of.  How about considering how these children will feel when you move 
them into a new school for 8th grade, and then they go to a new school for high school, and then you move them yet again in 10th grade.  
Potentially three new schools in three years.  Please tell me how that is supposed to make our children feel - the ones that are being impacted by 
this?  Has anyone thought to survey them? 

141.  Parent My grandson that lives with me is about 5 minutes away from Jamestown High, but goes to Lafayette High. I have other grandchildren that live in 
Grove in Williamsburg about 20 -30 minutes away and they go to Jamestown High which looks like Jamestown may be the closes school for them. 
To live right on Jamestown Road almost right up the street, and go to Lafayette does not make sense to me. There are only 2 students on this 
road that I know, (my grandson and someone else), and they both go to Lafayette. 

142.  Parent It would be nice to see one level of the school system balanced in a socio-economically way. This whole thing about neighborhoods staying 
together is hindering the education of ALL the students in WJCC. Pick plan 4. 

143.  Parent Blair is the closest school to our house and the most convenient yet we are being zoned for the school that is 2nd furthest from our house! It has 
been bad enough being zoned for Toano which is the furthest from our house. Where is the sense in this? Isn’t this supposed to be about 
community? You should be ashamed of yourselves for what you are doing to families. It does not appear that you have concern for the students 
and their families. Examples include not standardizing the start times of schools (Toano is on tier 1) and letting Toano get away with their absurd 
“uniform dress code”! 

144.  Parent I would like to express support for Map 4 for the middle school redistricting. I am a soon-to-be WJCC parent, and purchased my home specifically 
because of recommended school districts, but I later learned about the socioeconomic and racial/ethnic disparities across school districts. I 
would prefer a re-districting plan that prioritizes equity by bringing the socioeconomic percentages of all the middle schools closer to the district 
average. Map 4 seems to do this best. 



145.  Parent I prefer map 4 which prioritizes socio-economic equity among middle schools. 

146.  Parent I'd like to voice my support for Map 4 for the middle school redistricting process.  I've been told this configuration promotes equity and diversity.  
I think that WJCC should be prioritizing diversity when redrawing the district lines. 

147.  Parent I strongly urge the board to choose option #4. Balancing the socio-economic status of students is more important than longevity. Our community 
will not have longevity without a diversity of ideas, opinions, and backgrounds in the classroom. Please choose #4. Prioritize EQUITY. 

148.  Parent To move the district towards more equitable educational environments for all children I recommend option 4. 

149.  Community 
Member 

I support Map 4. Socio-economic diversity in a school's population is key to a well-rounded education. 

150.  Community 
Member 

Prefer map 4. Is this the link to vote on the maps? 

151.  Community 
Member 

Map 4 prioritizes equity, and it gets my vote. 

152.  Community 
Member 

I prefer option 4 to enable Williamsburg/JCC to really begin to prepare for the future and that includes more opportunity for all of our students. 

 


