
Middle School Parent Night

Rising 7th and 8th Grade



 Ms. Brown  (Students with last names A-K)

 Caitlin.Brown@wjccschools.org

 Ms. White (Students with last names L-Z)

 Brandi.White@wjccschools.org

School Counseling Department

mailto:Caitlin.Brown@wjccschools.org
mailto:Brandi.White@wjccschools.org


 7th Grade: Susan Ullestad (Math Teacher)

 8th Grade: Jennifer Brungot (Civics/Economics Teacher)

 Will be available during  the Question and Answer 
period.

Grade Level Chairs



 All students will attend each of these classes 
everyday:
 Math

 English

 Social Studies

 Science 

 Placement in the appropriate level will be determined by 
school personnel. 

Core Courses



Health/Physical 
Education
This is also a course that 
all students are required 
to take. They will attend 
every other day for 60 
minutes. This will 
alternate with one of 
their elective courses.



Students will select three yearlong courses from the following:

 Technology Inventions and Innovations
 Career Investigation Phase I
 Beginning Choir 
 Choir 7
 Band 7
 Orchestra 7
 Guitar
 Art 7
 Theatre Arts 7
 World Language 

Elective Choices
(7th Grade)



Technology Inventions 
& Innovations

Inventions and Innovations focuses 
on students learning problem-solving 
skills by identifying problems, 
gathering information, and designing 
solutions by invention of products or 
innovations. Students will learn the 
importance of technology in the 
development of society and 
demonstrate the safe use of 
software, tools, and equipment. 



Career Investigation Phase I

Become a “career investigator” 
and get a head start on gaining the 
workplace readiness skills that high 
schools, colleges, and employers 
are looking for! Students will assess 
their personal strengths, enhance 
their communication and 
leadership skills, take a career 
interest inventory, complete a basic 
exploration of career clusters, 
select career fields or occupations 
for further study, and begin to 
create a plan based on their 
academic and career interests. Be 
the first of your friends to create a 
resume and practice your interview 
skills during this hands-on, 
interactive course!



Beginning Choir 7

An exploratory class designed to help 
students obtain musical knowledge and 
skills for use in the choral setting, in 
preparation for them to participate in 
more advanced choral ensembles. 
Students begin to develop choral skills, 
including singing in unison and 
harmony, with emphasis on vocal 
production and technique. Students 
learn to read, write, and compose 
music, using basic music theory. They 
explore and perform music in a variety 
of music styles. In addition, students 
develop an understanding of 
acceptable concert etiquette. Students 
will actively sing in the choral classroom 
and attend school-based and extra-
curricular performances. 



Choir 7

Students will build upon the skills 
and knowledge acquired at the 
beginning level. Students continue 
the development of vocal 
production techniques and 
ensemble participation. As 
students perform choral works and 
sight-read materials, they expand 
their performance abilities and 
creativity. Opportunities are 
provided for students to explore 
choral music as a means of 
expression and communication.



Band 7 & Orchestra 7

Band 7

 Woodwinds

 Brass

 Percussion

 Prerequisite: Band 6 or 
Audition

Orchestra 7

 Violin

 Viola

 Cello

 Bass

 Prerequisite: Orchestra 6 
or Audition



Guitar

Students have the 
opportunity to take this 
course once EITHER in 

seventh OR eighth grade. 

Students will learn fundamentals 
and develop skills on the guitar. 
Guitar instruction emphasizes 

basic and intermediate technique, 
reading, progressions, and music 

theory.



Art 7

Visual communication, 
design principals and 
drawing are stressed at this 
level. The objectives reflect 
students’ concern for 
realistic interpretation and 
their interest in 
contemporary issues. 



Theatre Arts 7

This course focuses on the 
acting skills necessary to 
communicate a story and 
character to an audience. 
The culmination of this 
course may be a public 
performance.



World Language

This is part 1 of a 2-part, high school 
credit bearing course. Specific 
languages offered will depend on 
enrollment.

 French I Sequence I
 German I Sequence I
 Latin I Sequence I
 Spanish I Sequence I

Successful completion of both the 
seventh grade sequence I and the 
eighth grade sequence II course is 
the credit equivalent of one full 
year of high school Level I World 
Language and will appear on the 
high school transcript.





Students will select three yearlong courses from the following:
 Technological Systems
 College and Career Readiness
 Band 8
 Orchestra 8
 Guitar
 Beginning Choir 8
 Choir 8
 Art 8
 Theatre Production
 Advanced Theatre Production
 World Language (Part B)

OR

Students will select one Level I World Language course and one yearlong elective. 

Elective Choices
(8th grade)



Technological Systems

Students explore, design, analyze, 
and evaluate technological systems 
and the impact these systems have 
on individuals, society, resources, 
and the environment. Students 
may be required to complete 
projects such as designing and 
building a model race car, drafting 
house plans, wiring circuits, using 
lasers to communicate across 
space, recording a radio broadcast 
and using computers and robots o 
manufacture an object.



College and Career Readiness

Begin or continue your career 
exploration and get ahead on practicing 
the workplace readiness skills that high 
schools, colleges, and employers are 
looking for! Students will explore career 
clusters in depth through a variety of 
interactive activities and begin 
exploring career pathways of interest. 
Students have an opportunity to take a 
career interest inventory and analyze 
the results, compare various options for 
life after high school, and develop or 
revise a plan related to their academic 
and career-related goals. Business 
ethics, basic finances, workplace 
technology and business etiquette will 
also be explored. Students will also 
have the opportunity to hear from real-
world guest speakers and travel off-site 
to learn first-hand about different 
career pathways.



Band 8 & Orchestra 8

Band 8

 Woodwinds

 Brass

 Percussion

 Prerequisite: Band 7 or 
Audition

Orchestra 8

 Violin

 Viola

 Cello

 Bass

 Prerequisite: Orchestra 7 
or Audition



Guitar

Students have the 
opportunity to take this 
course once EITHER in 

seventh OR eighth grade. 

Students will learn fundamentals 
and develop skills on the guitar. 
Guitar instruction emphasizes 

basic and intermediate technique, 
reading, progressions, and music 

theory.



Beginning Choir

An exploratory class designed to help 
students obtain musical knowledge and skills 
for use in the choral setting, in preparation 
for them to participate in more advanced 
choral ensembles. Students begin to develop 
choral skills, including singing in unison and 
harmony, with emphasis on vocal production 
and technique. Students learn to read, write, 
and compose music, using basic music 
theory. They explore and perform music in a 
variety of music styles. In addition, students 
develop an understanding of acceptable 
concert etiquette. Students will actively sing 
in the choral classroom and attend school-
based and extra-curricular performances. 



Choir 8

Students build upon the skills and 
knowledge acquired at the 
intermediate level. As students 
perform choral works and sight-
read materials, they expands their 
performance abilities and 
creativity. Through the 
collaborative environment of the 
choral setting, students 
demonstrate teamwork and display 
leadership skills. They develop an 
understanding of and appreciation 
for vocal/choral music and its 
relationship to other disciplines.



Art 8

The elements and principles 
of design continue to be 
stressed at this level. 
Expression of feelings 
through art media and 
communication through 
mass media are also 
explored.



Theatre Production

Students build ensemble skills; focus 
on psychological and emotional 

dimensions of characters, perform 
scripted works and explore theatrical 

design concepts.



Advanced Theatre Production

Prerequisite: Theatre Arts Grade 7

As an extension of previous 
learning, students build ensemble 
skills, focus on the psychological 
and emotional dimensions of 
character, perform scripted works 
and explore theatrical design 
concepts. They will refine their 
analytical, collaborative, problem-
solving, and critical-thinking skills to 
make artistic decisions and present 
a unified production. This course 
prepares students for theatre arts 
studies at the high school level.



World Language (Part B)

This is part 2 of a 2-part high 
school credit bearing class.

 French I Sequence II
 German I Sequence II
 Latin I Sequence II
 Spanish I Sequence II

Successful completion of both 
the seventh grade sequence I and 
the eighth grade sequence II 
course is the credit equivalent of 
one full year of high school Level 
I World Language and will 
appear on the high school 
transcript.



This is a yearlong, high school credit bearing course that 
meets every day. Specific languages offered will depend 
on enrollment.

 French I

 German I

 Latin I

 Spanish I

World Language Level I





 If a student does not pass their Math or Reading SOL 
from the previous year, he or she may be placed in an 
Intervention  course. 

 An Intervention course provides additional support in 
that subject area and is NOT graded. 

 Each Intervention course will take the place of one 
yearlong elective.

Intervention Courses



Students will be registering for their 
courses online in the coming weeks. To 
view your child’s course request selections, 
have your child log on to StudentVue.

Any change requests will need to be 
submitted to your child’s school counselor 
by March 30. A copy of the change request 
form will be sent home with each student.

Registration Information



Any Questions?


