
 

 

 

Dear Families: 
 
Welcome to the new school year! This letter is to inform you about important state tests your student will be 
participating in during the 2026-2027 school year.  
 
Mandated State Assessments (SOL & VALLSS) Overview 
The Virginia Standards of Learning (SOL) tests are mandated by the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) and 
serve as a key tool for assessing the knowledge and skills that students are expected to learn at each grade level. 
These tests cover a variety of subjects, including English, mathematics, science, and history, and are administered 
annually in Grades 3– 8 and in high school as part of graduation requirements. 
 
The Virginia Literacy Act (VLA), enacted in 2021, is a key part of the state's efforts to improve reading instruction 
and outcomes for early learners. One of the critical components of the VLA is the Virginia Language & Literacy 
Screening System (VALLSS), which measures the effectiveness of literacy instruction and student progress in 
reading and writing in Grades 1–8.  
 
Test Administration Windows 2026-2027 
The following test administration windows are scheduled for the 2026-2027 school year. Specific test dates within 
each testing window will be provided by your child’s school prior to the test administration window.  
 

2026-2027 
Testing Window 

Testing 
Grades Assessment 

September 8 – October 2 
Identified* 

Grades 6 – 8   Fall Virginia Assessment of Literacy and Learning Screening System (VALLSS) 

January 4 – January 29 
Identified* 

Grades 6 – 8   
Mid-Year VALLSS 

April 26 – May 7  Grade 8 Spring Non-Writing Integrated Reading and Writing Component SOL 

May 24 – Jun 7  Grades 6 – 8 Spring Non-Writing SOLs:  
Reading Gr. 6-8, Mathematics, Gr. 6-8, Civics & Economics Gr. 8, Science Gr. 8 

*Identified refers to students who received either a Fail/Below Basic or Fail/Basic on their Reading SOL the previous year or 
those students who passed the SOL with an audio or read aloud accommodation. See VALLSS: 4-8 Frequently Asked 
Questions. 
 
Score Reporting and Notification 
Assessment scores for any test(s) completed during a 9-week marking period will be available in ParentVUE at the 
end of that marking period (e.g., 1st Marking Period, 2nd Marking Period). Families may also access SOL scores at 
the end of each test administration on the Virginia Assessment Family Portal.  
 
For more information in understanding assessment scoring, please visit the VDOE’s Parent Resources website 

https://literacy.virginia.edu/sites/g/files/jsddwu1421/files/2025-05/VALLSS-4-8-FAQ.pdf
https://literacy.virginia.edu/sites/g/files/jsddwu1421/files/2025-05/VALLSS-4-8-FAQ.pdf
https://va-wjccp-psv.edupoint.com/
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/parents-students/parent-resources/assessment


 

 

Parent Refusal 
There is no option to opt-out of mandated testing; however, parents have the right to refuse their student’s 
participation in a mandated assessment. Parents should understand that refusing a test will result in a score of 0 
and may have other negative impacts including delayed appropriate placement and a lack of data to inform 
instruction. Contact your child’s school testing coordinator if you have concerns or questions about the 
implications of refusing a test or the specific process for refusing a test.  
 
To learn more about Virginia assessments and requirements, visit the VDOE SOL Assessment Program and VLA 
websites or contact your child’s school testing coordinator.  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

 
Stephanie Vermeire 
Coordinator for Assessment and School Improvement 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/student-assessment/virginia-sol-assessment-program
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/english-reading-literacy/literacy/virginia-literacy-act

