
Special Education Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes – March 14, 2013 

Prepared by Patty Roberts 

 

Welcome 
        Introductions 

 SEAC members in attendance: Patricia Craft; Patty Roberts; Beth Haw  

School Board Member in Attendance: Jim Kelly 

WJCC Employees in Attendance included: Stephanie Bourgeois; Paula Edgette; Sharron Taylor; 

Kathleen Velez 

 February minutes were not approved due to excused absence of Secretary. 

 

Citizen Comments 

 

 Beth Haw presented a citizen comment expressing concern that in WJCC in 2011, there were 

6.4% of students with disabilities who dropped out, but in 2012 that number rose to 11%, 

according to the cohort report sent to the state and based on the district’s senior class. 

 

 Stephanie Bourgeois reported that WJCC has started new efforts this year that include each senior 

and junior having a transcript evaluation and then working with the schools to devise a plan 

towards graduation. WJCC will report on the success of these results following graduation this 

year, and will work to codify those efforts. 

 

Announcements  
         From Members 

 Concerns were raised about the proposed cuts to the special education budget. Jim Kelly, School 

Board member, noted that the special education cuts were commensurate with the general 

education cuts, and that there have been no cuts to the special education budget in the last three 

years. He noted that while they are reducing staff by $400,000, there is an increase in services of 

$250,000, so the reduction totals closer to $150,000. Mr. Kelly went on to say that they will still 

have more than enough staffing and services to meet the IEP needs of the children in the district. 

 In addition, Mr. Kelly noted that it was the adult GED and not the high school GED program that 

was being cut, and that the LPN program has 25 students in the first year and 10 in their second 

year. They are trying to move the second years into other programs or have the second years 

finish out their program. Because for-profits and community colleges now have LPN programs, 

and there are mainly adults in the WJCC LPN program (only 3 high school seniors), he reported 

that the district cannot afford to subsidize it at $4,000 per person. 

 It was noted by member Beth Haw that career and technical programs are particularly important 

to people with disabilities, helping prepare them for independent living. Jim Kelly noted that they 

are continuing, but have been regionalized at New Horizons because they are so expensive. He 

concluded by noting that the state has now returned public education funding to 2007 levels. 

 

         From JCC Recreation 

 

 Tracy Newsome had an excused absence but sent word that JCC Rec has formed a partnership 

with Capernaum; Capernaum is taking over the TeenSational Socials.  Saturday, April 13 is the 

next social for teenagers with disabilities ages 13-21.  They will have a Scavenger Hunt in 

Colonial Williamsburg and meet on Duke of Gloucester Street in front at Wythe Candy at 3pm.   

 

         From W-JCC Schools and School Board 

 It was acknowledged that career and technical education is important to the population of students 

who have disabilities. 



 It was reported that Olweus was rolled out in all three middle schools at end of January, and that 

Rawls Byrd was just getting started. There is an annual online survey related to bullying that is 

part of the program and that will occur in the next few weeks. WJCC will share those results with 

SEAC. 

 WJCC noted that Colonial Behavioral Health is having a program on behavioral health needs for 

children in our community on April 18
th
 and that WJCC will be presenting. 

 WJCC also reported on a workshop for clinical ethics in a digital world that several staff 

attended; that there has been staff development on data collection for self-contained classrooms; 

and that they have identified a need for additional support for teachers of children with autism, 

particularly those in general education settings, so they are addressing that need. 

 WJCC reported on one teacher’s program where she has a class of general education students 

who get a grade to work alongside children with disabilities, and that four other teachers are now 

trying this reverse mainstream independent study because it has been so successful for all of the 

children involved. 

 Kathleen Vélez shared WJCC’s written protocol for discipline for students with disabilities, and 

provided an overview of functional behavioral assessments and behavioral intervention plans. 

  

Program 

 Capernaum - Young Life’s multicultural ministry, focused on kids in diverse cultural 

communities and those in economically-depressed areas, is arguably the largest of its kind in the 

United States. Their ministry to kids with disabilities is called Capernaum. Ben Conner and 

Kristen Lee reported on their work in eliminating the social isolation and exclusion felt by many 

children with disabilities, and that this goal is achieved through peer buddies with typically 

developing kids and the community.  

 PASHN - (Parents and Advocates for Special Housing Needs). PASHN's mission is to create 

housing opportunities for adults with intellectual disabilities in the greater Williamsburg area. Jed 

Vaiden reported on the housing issues faced by children who are aging out of the school system 

and how PASHN is working towards development of a campus where adults with disabilities can 

access a continuum of care while living together as a community. There is an open position on 

their board for a marketing chair for anyone who is interested. 

 The Arc - The Arc of Greater Williamsburg works to improve the quality of life for people with 

intellectual disabilities through community activities and advocacy. Jennifer Stout and Kristie 

Campbell noted that the Arc has been serving our community for more than 36 years, and they 

provide services for adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Their clients range 

from 18-65. They have many partners in the community that aid in their Arc & the Arts, Quality 

of Life, Self-Advocacy & Action Club, and Adapted Wellness programs. Transportation is their 

biggest expense and they are working on addressing that need. 

Upcoming Meeting Topics (April 11, 2013) 

 

 Update on Virginia’s Standardized Assessments (alternatives to the SOLs) 

 PELE Clinic regarding Extended School Year services and planning for next year 

 

The Meeting was Adjourned 

 


