
China or Egypt Classification Relay 
 

Purpose:  Students will investigate contributions from Egypt and China. 

 

Suggested Grade Level:  2 

 

History & Social Science SOL:   History 2.4 

 

Equipment/Materials Needed:  
1. 8 different colored pieces of paper  

2. Pictures of contributions of Egypt and China (provided) 

Advance Preparation: 

1. Print 5 sets of the same pictures from China and Egypt on different colored paper. One set on each 

color.  

2. Print or write China and Egypt tile cards for each of the 4 groups. 

 

Directions: 

1. Split class into 4 groups and assign them a starting location with the titles of Egypt and China 

somewhere on the perimeter of the room. 

2. Assign each group a color.  

3. Throw the paper facts in the air so that they fall all over the room. 

4. Explain to each team that they will take turns jumping (or whatever physical activity you would like 

to use) to pick up pieces of paper that match the color they are assigned. Blue should only pick up 

blue pieces of paper; yellow should only pick up yellow pieces of paper, etc. 

5. Have teams participate in an assigned physical activity while each team member leaves to retrieve a 

picture card.  

6. Once they pick up one piece of paper that is their color, instruct students to bring it back to their team 

and show their team the picture and/or fact.  

7. Instruct teams to decide together which ancient culture their team member has when they return. If 

the team cannot come to a consensus, the person who retrieved the paper makes the final decision. 

8. After the picture has been placed down under the title card, instruct the next person in the group to 

repeat the process. 

9. Continue until all teams have retrieved all of their colored pieces of paper and have categorized the 

facts into two columns; one being Egypt the other, China. 

10. Instruct the teams to review their own answers and make changes that they feel are appropriate. 

11. Go over answers. 

 

Teaching Suggestions: 

1. If you have access to the outdoors, this is a great outside activity unless it’s windy.  

2. Do not make it a competition for finishing first.  Offer teams points based on getting all of the 

information correct, whether they were first or last to finish. 

 

Modifications/Variations: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This lesson was developed by the School Health Initiative Program (SHIP) for the Williamsburg James City County Public Schools (WJCCPS), 

Williamsburg, VA.  SHIP is funded by the Williamsburg Community Health Foundation (WCHF). Parts or all of this lesson can be used and 

reproduced without permission provided that SHIP, WJCCPS and WCHF are credited.  

                                                                                  
 



Climate has all seasons 

       

There is a great variety 

of plant life 

 

Kite 

 

Silk Cloth 

 

Compass 

 

Bronze 

 

Fireworks 

 

Great Wall 

 



Located in Asia 

 

Written language was 

characters and symbols 

 

Plant life consists of 

grasses along the Nile river 

 

Hieroglyphics 

 

Climate is hot and dry 

 

Nile River 

 

Invented paper from 

Papyrus plants 

 

Invented 365 day calendar 

 



Invented the clock 

 

Located in Africa 

 

Ruled by Pharaohs 

 

Built pyramids that were 

used as tombs for the  

burial of Kings and 

Pharaohs. 

 

 

Celebrates the Lunar New 

Year with dancing dragons. 

 

The Sphinx had the head 

of a Pharaoh and the 

body of a lion. 

 

Ancient 

China 

Ancient 

Egypt 

 


