
ELEMENTS OF A STORY 
 

Purpose:  Students will identify the 6 elements of an assigned story. 

 

Suggested Grade Level:  2 - 4 

 

Language Arts SOL:  Reading 2.8, 3.5, 4.5  

 

Equipment/Materials Needed:   
1. Twenty-four index cards  

2. Four cones 

 

Advance Preparation:   

1. Write the 6 elements of 4 different stories that the groups have read on separate index cards.  

You should have a total of 24 index cards. 

2. Place them face down in the center of the playing area. 

3. Assign groups to a specific cone and have them line up behind their cone. 

 

Directions: 

1. Tell students that they are to retrieve all 6 index cards that describe their assigned story. 

2. One at a time, have students enter the middle of the playing area, retrieve an index card and 

bring it back to the group. They are NOT to look at it until they get back to their group.  

3. When students return to the group, have the entire group sit while the student reads the 

element and its description to the group. 

4. Instruct them to keep the card if the element description fits their story.  If it does not the next 

person in line takes it back to the center, places it face down and brings back another index 

card. Either way the ENTIRE team stands back up and participates in an assigned physical 

activity while they wait for the next person to return. Then they MUST be seated when their 

team member returns to hear the next element and description. 

5. Continue until each team has all 6 elements of their assigned story. 

6. When all teams are finished, ask each team to stand and summarize their assigned story by 

having each member of the team read their story elements to the other teams.  (Have them 

stand in order - Characters, Setting, Plot, Problem, Solution, Conclusion). 

 

Teaching Suggestions: 

1. Make sure that the entire team is sitting and listening to the person who is reading what they 

brought back. 

 

Modifications/Variations: 

1. If students have had the opportunity to read all 4 stories used, play again assigning them a 

different story. 

2. You can have the characters listed on 2 different cards, so that students have to retrieve all of 

the characters from their story as well as the other 5 elements. 

 

 

 

 

 

This lesson was developed by the School Health Initiative Program (SHIP) for the Williamsburg James City County Public Schools (WJCCPS), 

Williamsburg, VA.  SHIP is funded by the Williamsburg Community Health Foundation (WCHF). Parts or all of this lesson can be used and 

reproduced without permission provided that SHIP, WJCCPS and WCHF are credited.  

                                                                            
 


