
SEAC Meeting Minutes 
Thursday January 21, 2016 from 6:30 to 8:00 

Minutes Prepared by Bridget Claycomb 
 

Next Meeting: Feb. 11, 2016 
James City County Recreation Center at 5301 

Longhill Road, 6:30-8:00p.m. 

SEAC Committee Attendees: 

 Joshua Branson X Chris Waskey     

X Bridget Claycomb       

X Diana Delgado       

X Jennifer Heidel       

X Christine Tirone       
 

Additional Attendees: 

X Beth Haw  Julie Cullifer   Jon Carr  Patricia Bonney 

 Madeline Vann X Kristi Wagner  Alice Allred  Jane Hersey 

 Jennifer 
Anderson  

 Trish Abbate  Christine Stiefel  Susan Sullivan -
Tubach 

X Tom Campbell X Vinez Campbell X Karen Bodett X Joy Spencer 

X Kristi Wagner       
 

Williamsburg James city Country School Division Attendees  

X Stacia Barreau X Stephanie 
Bourgeois 

 Kathleen Velez X Jim Beers 

 Jill Sargent  Renee Savedge  Kara McCulloch  Michelle Lytton 

X Sarah Lehman X Patricia Craft  Kyra Cook X Amy Guilick 

 Cindy Webber       
 

Other Consultant Attendees: 

 Tracey Newsom       
 

MINUTES 

I. Welcome 
a. Introductions 
b. Minutes approved for October and November.  

II. Citizen Comments 
a. How Citizen Comments work:  

i. Two opportunities to present your citizen comments at each meeting (beginning 
and end). 

ii. Our bylaws limit each comment to 5 minutes. 
b. Karen Bodett: New School Build and Accessibility.  

i. Karen is parent of student who uses a wheelchair.  
ii. Karen requests that School Board takes future student population into 

consideration to avoid students getting “land locked to certain schools due to 
inadequate accessibility.”  

iii. She made similar request before Hornsby was built. School Board assured her that 
her concerns would be addressed, but the special education classrooms were placed 
on the 2nd floor (posing evacuation problems in emergencies where elevators are 
unusable).  

iv. Issues her family has had to address: lack of appropriate bathrooms and personal 
care areas (desks with pad, military cot). These are ADA, health, and safety issues. 



v. She wants better planning and for those who work directly with students with 
physical disabilities (special education teachers and therapists) to have input about 
how the new school is designed.  

vi. Wants SEAC to be aware and to have a voice as Division plans the new middle 
school 

c. Karen Bodett: In current schools, accessibility accommodations do not always work. For 
instance, we have automatic door capabilities, but they do not always work. She 
understands they have been disabled due to school security. Suggests long-term out of 
order signed could be placed on them.  

d. Susan Sullivan-Tubach: Does every JCC school have autism/Asperger’s expert? Or is one 
available in our division? 

i. Do they attend IEP meetings 
ii. Are they accessible to parents?  

e. Beth Haw: Can SEAC please follow-up on citizen comments from the previous meeting at 
meetings.  

III. Announcements 
a. Current Committee Members 

i. Christine 
1. Restraint and Seclusion Policy passed in Dec.  

a. Quite a few of the recommendations that SEAC brought forward 
were included in the policy 

b. Thank you to everyone involved with SEAC for helping to ensure 
these changes were included 

c. There will be State regulations on R&S coming down; SEAC will have 
input when that happens at WJCC level. 

2. PEATC Trainings coming up:  
a. Dyslexia meeting coming up: When? Where?  
b. Search on the web and sign up for newsletter  
c. They offer webinars that are live or pre-recorded.  

ii. Jennifer: 
1. PEATC webinars pushed out today and cover a ton of information 
2. Freedom of Information Act, Dyslexia, IEPs, waivers, all kinds of info.  
3. Waivers webinar January 28th. 12:30-1:30 
4. All free 

iii. Chris 
1. Regional or national conference in Richmond on Saturday on Downs 

Syndrome.   
2. Great opportunity; has not been this close in a while.  
3. There is a cost involved.  

b. JCC Recreation:  
i. Destination Recreation Expo on Saturday, February 27th from 9-noon at the rec 

center in the gym.  SEAC will have a table and you will just need to ask people to 
man it during the 3 hours. 

ii.  Tracey is helping The Arc of Greater Williamsburg with a Family Health Fair next 
Saturday, January 30th from 9am-noon at the rec center in rooms AB&C. 

c. WJCC Schools 
i. Dr. Jim Beers: School Board Representative 

1. His entire educational career focused on literacy. His wife has a degree in 



special education.  They are interested in how this area in education has 
evolved and changed over the years 

2. This is a school board committee. The School Board appoints the members 
of the committee. We have ex officio members to support and help us as we 
go through the year through the school division. It is important that you 
realize, and that the board realizes, how important this committee is. 

3. We applaud the scores that we saw at the school board meeting and again 
tonight, but there is still more work to do. 

4. We listen and if you have thoughts or recommendations and you want 
those to go through to the board, Mr. Beers is your man. That’s part of his 
responsibilities.  

5. He is here to listen and help. He stated that he does not attend SEAC 
meetings to run them, stating “This is your committee. This is one of the few 
standing school board committees. I expect to see this committee move 
forward. We need more members.” 

6. He obtained approval from School Board to waive the Fall deadline to apply 
for membership. If you know someone who should be on this committee, 
have them apply. We want a wide representation of parents and people on 
this committee. 

ii. Stephanie Bourgeois:  
1. First presentation at the budget happens at next school board meeting Feb. 

2, 2016.  
a. Christine would like someone from SEAC to have access to budget 

creation to have input as budget is developed.  
iii. Stacia Barreau 

1. WJCC is building on professional development with special education 
teachers working with general education teachers. 

a. Staff will be working closely with Department of School 
Performance 

b. The more we can get gen ed teachers involved and invested in 
success of our students with disabilities, the better 

c. Working on universal design for learning.  
d. Ms. Delgado shared at previous meeting how effective she felt that 

joint-PD was, excited to continue. 
2. Shared 2014-15 SOL Performance by subgroup (see attached)  

a. We are doing better than similarly comprised school divisions in 
reading, however our numbers are down 2% from last year. 

b. Performance of students with disabilities compared to general 
education, we still have lots of work to do. 

i. At the local level, we’re proud that we are doing better than 
similarly comprised schools. 

ii. We still have work to do.  
iii. Introducing number of interventions in order to improve as 

well as continuing professional development . 
d. State SEAC 

i. Attorneys report that they are still working on the state Restraint and Seclusion 
regulations.   

ii. Ms. Wheelchair of Virginia attended and presented at State SEAC. She was funny 



and cute and really brought it home and shared with what she’s doing. They are 
looking for contestants. There are different age brackets for everyone. If you know 
someone feel free to share. (see attachments for flyer) 

iii. Aspiring Leaders that come annually and present. Highly recommend if you want to 
see how the information on a state level works, please attend state level meetings. 
They are interesting and illuminating. You can make a citizen comment at state level 
if you want it heard at a more global level.  

iv. The next meeting is April 7, 2016  and it will be all day Thursday part-day Friday, 
always in Richmond. 

IV. Citizen Comment Second-Round 
a. Discussion regarding new school build 

i. Mr. Beers said that the board definitely took Karen’s citizen comment to heart. They 
want to be sure architects are able to incorporate those accommodations. 

ii. Karen really wants the architects to talk with teachers. It’s not just about grab bars.  
iii. Stephanie Bourgeois: there has been discussion about  Hornsby (teacher rep from 

Hornsby) and the improvements that have happened at Hornsby over the years 
(largely due to Karen’s efforts).  

iv. Christine Tirone: Is there a way for SEAC to be involved speaking with architects and 
being a part of the focus group? (School division will ask.) 

v. Beth Haw: Thank you to Karen for speaking at the School Board. She has done a lot 
for accessibility in WJCC. She may be a good parent to serve on committee to talk 
with architects/school division about accessibility of new building. 

vi. Karen is willing to share with insights as parent of student who uses a wheelchair.  
b. Beth Haw: Thank you to Dr. Beers for speaking up at school board meetings and for stepping 

up to be a voice for SEAC. 
V. Medicaid Waivers in Virginia. Presentation (attached): Joy Spencer—Moms in Motion  

a. Difficult in Virginia. 47 in the nation when it comes to serving people with disabilities.  
b. Most parents have to navigate the system themselves. She is working to make sure parents 

don’t have to do it all themselves. 
c. What is Medicaid? 

i. State and Federal joint program. Administered by Dept. of Medical Assisted 
Services. Is a health insurance program for low-income as well as elderly, pregnant, 
people with disabilities, and children. 

d. Waiver: Money that would be used in an institution can be used, instead, at home, 
residential, alternative placements. 

i. 7 waivers currently. Elderly or Disabled with Consumer Direction Waiver does not 
have  a wait list. Intellectual Disabilities, Developmental Disabilities Support Waiver 
and Day Support Waiver (for ID waitlist individuals) HUGE waitlists. Upwards of 
10,000 people between those waitlists.  

ii. Currently everyone getting waiver money all get equal amounts. 
iii. This is a year of change—trying to eliminate these waitlists. Provide funding based 

on need not equally. We’ll see what happens.  
e. Medicaid for kids: only consider child’s assets and resources. You can apply for a waiver 

even if parents are not below the poverty line.  
f. Services include 

i. ABA therapy 
ii. Personal attendant care (25-30—more or less depending on need).  

1. Can’t be parent or spouse of parent 



2. Can be friend—so long as over 18.  
iii. Respite care 
iv. Much more. 

g. How to apply 
i. Financial Eligibility (required for all waivers) 

ii. Waiver Specific Eligibility 
1. EDCE 

a. Functional (assist/supervise: eating, dressing, toileting) 
b. Medical/Nursing Needs (physical/chemical restraints, cannot self-

assess or monitor. Multiple, complex, interrelated conditions) 
2. ID 
3. DD 

h. If approved for services, two services model 
i. Consumer Directed: 

1. You are the boss (employer of record), set schedules, who you hire, train 
your staff.  

2. Select a Facilitator (like an intermediary between you and state). They help 
train you to be the employer (teach how to place add, interview, keep up 
with schedule, etc).  

3. There is a 3rd party fiscal agent—they are the payroll people.  
4. All paid through the state. 

ii. Agency Directed: 
1. Agency placed and trained 
2. All paid through the state. 

i. Hours Authorized: 
i. Personal care: assist with actives of dialing living, regular basis. 

ii. Respite: Provide additional relief to unpaid primary caregiver (completely up to 
caregiver to arrange) 

j. How to get the Application (appendix D is important) 
i. Social Service in Person 

ii. DMCS website 
iii. Moms in Motion website  
iv. Helpful Notes: 

1. NOTE: Fill out form as if you were your child.  The child is the one applying.  
2. Write LONG TERM CARE across the top for EDCD.  

k. Program that supplements: Health Insurance Premium Payment (HIPP For Kids) 
i. Kid qualifies if under 19 and on Medicaid 

ii. Medical premium coming out of paycheck each month. 
iii. Evaluate financial situation (high deductible or not?)  
iv. If approved, once a month Medicaid sends family cost of premium.  

1. Once a quarter prove money coming out of paycheck 
2. Once a year, re-apply.  

l. Individual Family Support Program 
i. Owned by Department of Behavioral Health 

ii. Anyone on the waitlist for ID/DD Waiver. Must have applied and been approved for 
the list 

iii. $1000 per child annually for therapies.  
iv. Will not lose services if you move so long as you move within the state. 



m. See action items in PowerPoint attached. 
i. Go to Social Services with form filled out 

ii. Request screening for long-term care. If they say no, request in writing. They must 
screen, so if they say no, ask for writing and they’ll change their mind about the 
screening.  

iii. Document! 
VI. Next Meeting: February 11, 2016 at 6:30 pm 

a. Bring Citizen Comments! 

 


