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Materials Advanced Prep 

 Flashcards (examples attached) or TPT free link below. 

 https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Contractions-
Matching-400-follower-FREEBIE-3778406 

 Designated space for the activity. 
 

 Print flash card, fold  and cut so that cards 
are two sided (2 words on one side – 
matching contraction on the other). 
Laminating will help them last longer. 

 Set up designated area for game. 
 

 
 

Procedure 

1) Take your class to a good location for a tagging activity (e.g., open field, gym, etc.).  
2) Remind the students that tagging should be done with one hand on the shoulders, arm, or back.  
3) Give about half of the students a flashcard. The students with the flash cards are the taggers. 
4) Explain that the taggers will try to tag a student who doesn’t have a flashcard. Show the tagged 

student the two word side and see if they can provide the contraction for the two words shown.  If 
they give the correct answer that student gets the flashcard and becomes a tagger. If they give the 
incorrect answer the tagger tells them the correct answer and keeps the flashcard (students may 
give two chances to provide the correct answer).  

5) After a few minutes have the students line up and give out new flashcards. Continue playing as time 
permits. 

 

Cool Down 

 Pretzel arms with deep breathing.  

 

Suggestions/Modifications 

 Give the students different locomotor skills to do each round (run, skip, hop, gallop, walk, etc.) 

 Tell the students that there are no “tag-backs”  
 Suggested topics:  math facts, analog/digital time, vocabulary, money, etc 

Language Arts 

Writing 

Contraction Flashcard Tag Length Activity 

Purpose: to introduce, enrich, and reinforce contractions 
using physical activity. 
 
Grade: 2-3 
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 can not can’t 

do not don’t 

will not won’t 

would not wouldn’t 

could not couldn’t 



 
 

Is not Isn’t 

does not doesn’t 

will not won’t 

are not aren’t 

we have  we’ve 



 
 

I have  I’ve 

they have they’ve 

we will we’ll 

she will she’ll 

they will  they’ll 



 
 

you will  you’ll 

I will I’ll 

I am I’m 

let us let’s 

it is it’s 



 
 

 


