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Materials Advanced Prep 

 Any synonym matching cards – Free TPT link below 

 https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Penguin-
Synonym-Match-1631135Sets of cards that match (i.e. 
vocabulary word/definition, multiplication 
problem/product 

 Document Camera and music (optional) 

 Create and print matching cards. Create enough 
cards that each student has a card. If there are 
odd number of students the teacher should 
participate to make it even. 

 
 

Procedure 

1) Mix up the cards you are using and hand one card upside down to each student.  
2) When all of the cards have been distributed have the students secretly  look at their card and begin thinking 

of a synonym that may go with their card. 
3) Have students move around the room using different locomoter skills. Students are to still keep their cards a 

secret. On your signal, the class will “freeze” (you may use music for this part of the activity). 
4) Tell students they will now share their cards and search for someone who has a synonym to their card.  
5) As the students find their partners have them create a circle around the room, standing side by side. 
6) Have the students perform an exercise, such as cross crawls, until the whole class has found their partners.  
7) Once everyone has a partner, go around the circle and have the partners share their matches (you may have 

students place the cards on the document camera when it’s their turn  so students can see the words). 
8) As students share their synonyms, pause between each set and have students name other synonyms for the 

two words that were just shared to see how many other synonyms they can come up with. 
9) Have all the students exchange cards with at least 3 people, or if there are enough cards, play again with an 

entire new set of synonyms. 

 

Cool Down 

 Pretzel arms with deep breathing.  

 

Suggestions/Modifications 

 Suggested Topics: vocabulary words/definitions, math facts/answers, digital/analog clock 

Language Arts 

Oral Language/Writing/Reading 

Synonym Partner Find Length Partner Find 

Purpose: to introduce, enrich, and reinforce synonyms 
using physical activity. 
 
Grade: 2-3 
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