
 

Special Education Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

January 14, 2021 - Zoom Meeting - 6:30 p.m.– 8:00 p.m. 

Members present:   

 

1. Welcome – The meeting was called to order by Mychael Willon, SEAC Chair at 6:30 p.m. 

Members present:  Joel Byrd, Christine Coenen, Kerri Greinder, Monica Grillo, Stephanie 

Higgenbottom, Cynthia Johnson, Amanda Keller, Elizabeth Niles, Ellen Plaskon, Melanie 

Robinson, Erin Westover, Mychael Willon 

Board Member Present: Lisa Ownby 

School Representatives Present:  Stephanie Bourgeois, Senior Director for Student Services; 

Stacia Barreau, Director of Special Education; Peter Grabowski, Secondary Coordinator of 

Special Education; Dr. Suzanne Creasey, Parent Resource Center Coordinator 

 

Guests: Jamello Walker; Beth Haw 

2. Introductions, announcements and comments 

 

a. Members introduced themselves. There were no announcements or comments 

from members. 

b. Update from school division on plans for in person instruction, restraint and 

seclusion, and inclusive practice plans. 

• Ms. Stephanie Bourgeois shared that these decisions are made based on data 

and in collaboration with the health department.  A newsletter came out on 

the background of plans regarding number of students being served in the 

schools.  The school division will continue to look at the metrics and at 

mitigation measures with staff.  Additional training will also be provided.   

Some SOL testing will begin at high school next week. K-6 will be coming in 

on February 1st unless we get additional information that will direct 

otherwise. 

• The school division is working with the county government and the health 

department to get vaccines for staff and we are hoping this will happen soon. 

 



• Regulations on restraint and seclusion policy that went to the Board in 

December and took action at the January 4 meeting.  At the December 

meeting, went over the regulations which is the meat of this requirement.  

Ms. Bourgeois shared a presentation that was shared with the Board.  

Included were permitted actions, prohibited actions, notice to administration 

and parent along with any first aid.  Timelines are included regarding when 

specific actions must be conducted.  A written Incident Report is required 

with specific information defined. The regulations are about 30 pages long 

and reports will be required to be sent to the state. Any comments should be 

directed to Stephanie Bourgeois. 

• Ms. Ownby indicated that the policy will be reviewed annually and the Board 

invites comments about the policy. 

• There was a question about the regulations coming from the VDOE and 

whether there times for public comment. Ms. Bourgeois shared that there 

were public comment periods at the state level, and the local regulations 

mirror those final regulations. 

 

c. Update from subcommittee on inclusion policy and practice. 

Ms. Monica Grillo, the chair of the subcommittee, shared that the first 

meeting took place the week before with  members sharing ideas and plans 

for the year with the intent to establish a recommended policy on inclusion 

for the SEAC to consider for its annual report to the School Board. 

 

3. Approval of November Minutes – minutes were approved unanimously 

 

4. Public Comments  

Ms. Jamello Walker shared her concern about special education and that she is a 

teacher within the school division.  She will be attending meetings with the intent to 

provide thoughts about the problems related to special education.   

 

5. Working Meeting 

• What do we need to accomplish this year in addition to the work of the Inclusion 

Policy and Practice Subcommittee? 

Mychael Willon, SEAC Chair, shared that there were other goals and objectives 

included in the annual plan but wanted the group to share their ideas about what 

the committee needed to focus on.  The discussion included difficulties with on-line 

instruction for students with disabilities, the need for more inclusion in the future as 

students re-enter person-to-person instruction. 

 
 



6. The meeting was adjourened at 7:56 p.m. 


